SOME NEW BOOKS.

L
The Rusnlun Court Before the Hevo
lation.

The progress of a great war Is a
powerful impetus to & study of the
history and geography of the contend-
ing countries. No ones oan fairly
comprehend the present struggie In
Hurope without some knowledge of

ook up the geography of Soandl-

 fand was fought and the topography
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In a similar way it in necessary to
ascertain the conditions which have

Account of Court, Political and Boelal
in Petrograd (E, P, Dutton &
Co.), who Ia svidently a native resident
of the Rusian capital entertaining
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explains

Our anonymous author, whosp ini-
tials, by the way, are B. W., thinks it
s time that English people should
know Russia as she really is without
any attempt to magnify her defects
or embellish her good qualities. He
s not averss to progress and -frankly
acknowledges the nocessily of some
reforms; but it ls plain enough that
i

he undoubtedly possesses have been
Jeft dormant. Precisely Lhow this fact

has been ascertalned is not clear. He
wns not personally attached to any
of his Ministers and looked upon them
a8 unavoldable evils, He 18 described
on the one hand as distrostful and
susplclous and on the other as un-

falling in patience and courtesy. “His
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mer they usually took a yachting
eruise In the Gulf of Finland.

The mother of the depossd Cmar,
known during his relgn as the
Dowager Empress Marle Dagmar, ia
Mmmnmmmum

dra, consort of Edward VIIL,

King of England. At one time these

, for he saw them sitting side

by alds In the royal box at the Sovent
Garden Opera in London one night
when Patt! msang. Alexandra was
light and Dagmar was dark; Alex-

©f the opera, as did their husbands,
with manifest Interest; and all were
sapecially enthusiastie in applauding
Pattl, when, upon the seventh or
eighth recall, whe sang “Home, Sweet
Home." Thelr vivacious reception
of this stmple molody amused C. A.
Dana very much indeed

Dagmar became very popular In
Russla, Our anonymous author, writ-

Ing befors the recent revolution, says

of the Dowager Empresa, however, d1d
not bring happiness to her son, for
there never has been any real friend-
ahip between her and his wife, the now
depossd Empross, Alexandra Feodo-
rovaa, daughter of ite Grand Duke of
Hease-Darmstadt, and formerly known
as the Princess Alixe, Her German
origin and predilections did much to
arouse Russian prejudice against the

tinual pligrimages from one
to another, somotimen extending thelr
Journeys to Mount Athos and the Holy
Land” They are revered aa maintly
and ascetic characters In the house-
holds which they visit and where they
recopnt their tales of miracuious ad-
venture, invoking superstitious fears
and apprehensions, particularly among
the women of the peasantry.

class, Rasputin convinced her that
the welfars of her son dspended upon
,his presénce near the Prince, and as
imatter of fact the health of the helr
to the throne did suffer notably on
soveral ocoaslons when Rasputin wos
}mt to 8iberia for a while, All trust-
'worthy accounts indloats that Raspu-
tin was much worse than the “dread-
ful old reprobate” that eur author calla
him, He seems undoubtedl¥ to have
been a treasonable agent of the Ger-
man Government. striving to undo
Russia by undermining the fidelity of
those upon the throns itself,

The condition of things revealed by
this volume leads strongly to the con-
clusion that Rumsla would apeedily
have negotinted a separate peace with
Germany if the Czar had not been des
posed by the recent revolution. Gere
man Influence was paramount in the
imperial court and everywhere that
courtiers and favorites of the Czar
could exert power. Whatever Ger-
many most wanted they were eager
to bring about, and Germany has
lately desired nothing so much as Rus-
sia’s withdrawal from the great war
m0 as to relleve the Teutonic allies
from pressure on the esast and enable
them to atrengthen thelr forces on the

went,

The extent to which German doml-
nation has besn maintained In the do-
minlons of the Cmar, even wmince the
outbrenk of the present war, is well
fllustrated by the detalls furnished In
this book. The Emperor has been sur-
rounded by Germans, who have held
the powerful as well as highly orna-
mental ofMces connected with the im-
perinl court. For twenty years the
first place among the courtlers has
bean occupled by Count Fredericks, the
German Minlster of the Imperial
household. “I should llke to be pros
moted to be a German” has been the
sarcastic aspiration of Russian ofMcers
desirous of preferment at the hands
of the Cear. Other personages of dis-
tinction at ocourt have borne such
names as Benckendorff, Korff, Meyen-
dorf, Von Griinwald and similar ap-
péllations which beétray thelr German
origin. Gen. von Grilnwald, Master of
ths Horse, has publicly asserted that
all the accounts of German atrocities
in Balgium and eclsewhers were ex-
agperated, and at an Imperial luncheon
questioned the truthfulness of the
complaint of the Dowager Empresa
(Dagmar) that she had been (1l treated
when passing through Berlin oo her
way homa just after the way broke
out! Baron Theophll Meyendosf, Adju-
tant General to the Cear, owed his
poaition solely to the high rank of his
Garman family in the Baltle provinces,
“He s married to & Countess Schou-
valov, and they are the most devoted
couple imaginable, without giving rise
to the least ridicule. They have had
thirtsen children, After they had thelr
eleventh child It was a standing joke
among thelr friends that they must
complete the dozen. The twalfth baby
was expected, but to everybody's con-
sternation twins were born!"™

In sketching with a free hand the
conditiona which prevafled in the im-
perial court at Petrograd during the
first two years of the war the con-
pervative author of this volume waa
inspired by a forlorn hope that the
Romanoff dynasty might still prove
capable of relgning over a free Rusain
This, however, wnas not to be. The
monarch was even weaker than his
apologists mupposed, CGermany was
powerful to harm him as long as he
retained the crown, but powerless to
help him when the monatchy was as-
salled. Thanks to her mallgn and
sinlster influence he found himself
without followers, and to-day the Czar
and his superstitious consort are al-
most forgotten prisoners of state
“somewhaere Iin Russia

Swinburne Letters.

The offence most frequently com-
mitted by ocompllers of collections of
letters written by men of genlus and
fame {8 less commonly that which they
profess to dread, of violating the
writers' privacy, than that of which
they apparently make no account, of
falling to measure the readers’ Intelll-
geonce and good taste, Inthe “personal
recollections” of Algernon Oharies
Swindurne (Putnams), by his cousin,
Mra. Disney Larrm, will be found an
example of such compilation at s
beat. The “personal recollsctions™ are
brief; the greater part of ths book,
twenty-one twenty-fifths, Is mades up

of her: “The Dowager Empress is|of short letters and extracts from long
ona of thoss happy creatures at whone |ones. The fractional caloulation,
bisth & banevolent falry presided. | which might arouse suspicion becauss
mnb,m giving herself the least|of the sige of enumerator and denomi-

she commands love, admim-|nator, is explained by the atmple fact
tion ana popularity. From the first|of a happy nocldent of pagination, in
day she sot foot on the Russian soll

the Princess Dagmar gained the hearts
bf all her future subjecta, Her beautl-
ful eyes, her lovely gmile and wonder-
of manner wers the princi-

causes of her Immense popularity.

n she smiles ahe seema to single

bneo out of the crowd, and each sepa-

individual appropriates her smile
The morals

ha personally Intended ™
of the court while her hushand, Alex-
TII, waa on the throne were
strict ! sleevelesn dreases weore
allowed to be worn, nor would the
preas  ever consent

¥ wearing & tght Atting skirt open.
Ing up the front. When Nicholas 11,
her son, was Cearewitoh he undertook
voyage around the world. Just be-
his  departure  the Empress
learned that the commander of the
uadron was living with a waman
was not his wife. Bhe compalled

Bim to marry the woman before the
Wiuadron declaring

nft  Cronsadr,
that ahe would never consent to con-
Bde the safety of her son to s man
who Was confesmedly lending an im-

.gllfs.

to recelve a

Dbigh character and popularity

that there are just 350 pages of text
type, and of thess an exact furty are
editorial, It ahall not be said that this
notice lays claim to any extraordinary
akelll In the mathematics of literature,

Bwinburne In 1503 wrote to his
mother, who had pralsed his prose,
“It {8 w0 much harder to write than
verse that I am proportionately elnted®
by ocommendation of It. IHe wrote
charming letters, vivaclous, hut not
slipehod; matterful, but not preten-
tlous. They are full of Interesting ref-
cronces, descriptions and pervonal aen-
timents; and of light that runs
through various gradations Intermed{-
ate between a firefly glow of humor
and the startling lightning flash of
some lines at page 126,

In the early "T08 he writes:

I have nothing mors ia tell you sxcept
of a very Anttering petitlon conveyed to
ma In pressing terma from the canductors
of & French Jjeurnsl for & poem (French
of osurse) from my hand. As I iiks belng
recognised as & French posl as well s an
Engliah, T am writing them ons on some
muslg of Wagner's, 1 hope they won't
mind the musiclan balng & Oerman.

The Uritlsh puet who 1o the eurly

—

s (!) wrots a French poem on
(orman musie for a French magusine
adda that while he “hates” the Ger-
mans “otherwise,” he has to say that
the one thing they can do, munlo, they
do so well that no other peopls “sven
comen second.”

“walked upright and firm

“of which,” says Bwinburne, “though
I sat just opposits him, my accursed
deafness preventsd my hearing a sin-
gle word.”

T'o his sister he wrote about two let-
ters recelved from Lord Lytton,
“worth many reviews™ A suggestive
mensuration, for in the same letter
he mays: "The printed reviews have
pitched into me so violently that the
hend of Moxon's firm refuses to fulfil
his agreement to sell any more coples
or make me any compensation. So I
suppose I shall have to go elsewhere™

He telln how disturbed he has been
by the offer of a seat (n Parllament.
The “honor” &id- not upset him, but
the appeal of a friend did. The friend
told him that {f he believed what he
sald and wrote he ought to sacrifice
his tUme and comfort to his country.
Friends simply will not let us be
happy and useful in our ewn way.
Bwinburne decided he could sefve his
country best outside of Parllament.

Remembering his own lack of aca-
demle distinction, he found It “dell-
clous” to recall that “the Newman,”
the Cardinal, did not shins in the class
list, and that his “Immeasurably in-
ferior brother” 4ld. Jowett, he says,
once described Prof. F. Newman to
him, “in his most incisive and thin-
nest volce"—which could be as
scratehy as the pens he habltually
used—aa "a good man—who s always
In the wrong.” 1 would not may al-
ways, Bwinburme notes drily, but——
His comment on the Cardinal's
Ings compresses the
eritical volume inte &
tences. The critlclam
“perfect sincerity, the purity
pose, the earnest simplicity
votlon*—-and the exquisite writing
and subtle reasoning—Iin “a book mso
much more than athelstlc that one
wants an extra, or ultra, epithet to
define the tendency of ita teaching.”

Morley reviowed Swinburne, and
the poet wrote a nots of mcknowl-
edgment, Morley replled: “The
shabby and begmgarly scrap on your
great tragedy deserves no thanks
from you; It la a poor performance—
but I was stringently lmited for
space.” And the poet wns magnani-
mous enough to excuse his critle, In
view of this explanation, for mnot
having dons “what I thought I should
have done In his place."

In 1883, after a visit to the Gaskells,
Swinburne went to oall en Mrs
“Barry Corowall” Procter. Belng a
year or so further from 80, he says,
than when Ilast he had seen her,
she was “naturally” more bright,
nctive, witty and amusing than before,
Bhe walked like & schoolgir! and had the
eyes of & hawk, "Bhe talks of Charles
Lamb and his slster, Coleridge and

Wordsworth, till one feels as If one|TRer®

might and ought to call on them, ot
at Jeast leave cards for them on the
next landing.” Keats and Bhelley she
had missed be-
causs they were too young, After her
death Swinburne spoke of her as the
mont brilllantly witty woman he had
ever met.

Mra. Lelth arrangea the letters not
chronologically—many of them are
undated or dated only vagualy, with-
out the year—but, rather loossly, by
subject. After the letter about M
Prooter come several In which the post
expresses, unaffectedly and impreassive-
ly, his grief over the deatha of Hugo,
William Morris, Tennyson and Mra.
Lynn Linton, Of Morrla he sald:
“[His doath] is llke the loss of a noble
and glorious child whose quaint charm
of character made us half forget the
unigus genius of the poot and the ex-
traordinary energy of the man” It
closed a friendshlp of forty years, a
long time for two poets to stay friends.

In contrast to the good things about
thess people ins & paragraph on Carlyle.
He Ia "disgusted” by “the sour arro-
gance, egotism and malevolence” of
Carlyle’s "Reminiscencen.” But he can
understand and excuse the ugliness of
the book when he learns that most of
It was written at Mentone: “No tem-
per, no character, could be expected
to remain tolerable ynder the Influence
of that baleful hole—much less those
of a dyspeptie, half heartbroken,
childless and recent widower past 80"
He was happy, remembering that ons
of the two things Carlyle rmost hated
was poetry, Poor old Tammas of
Hoeclefechan, Bage of Chelsea!

Now, In 1888, Swinburne plumpe
down In the midst of a serles of won-
derfully fine letters on his delight In
the beauties and mysteries of the sea
an "anecdote,” us he calls It, which
in either too willy for words or slse
a simple, penetrating flash into the
depths of the man's character:

I wea coming eut of Ahersham when
twa young Indies, who, If ons had besn
standing on the other's shoulders, might
have renched a liltle higher than my knes,
stopped me on the highway and refused
te Ist me pass. 1 could mot but stoop
humbly and ask what | was wanted for.
“Hayp'ny,” wsald ene preclous pat. “Bul
I've only got pennles” sald I. A penny
would do, to divide betwesn them, | was
miven to undaretand. But I gave eaah &
penny—and & kisa. 8o far, you will say,
the story ls not worth telling.

But when I was walking briskiy on I heard
& sharp patter of little fest Behind me, and
stopped and saw thoss tiny ehicks trotting
As hard as they could to esteh me Up, What
was it now? I asked, laughing. ““Want to
kiss you," suid the (very slightly) taller
one. I nesdn't msay whethar or net 1
squatted down and opened my arms, and
first one and then the other put her bits
of arma up te my neck and kissed ms eo
affeqtionately that I felt once more how
much too good little children are to wus
and thea went trotting back to Bhorsham.

An to the manner of the telling, it
has to be remembered that Mr, Bwin-
burge was writing & letter, and
wouldn't have told the “anecdote' any-
where else, The love of children that
shines here appears frequently in the
lettera. It and thes uncaloulated re-
fiectione of religlous sentiment are
amaringly revelatory,

Two things are (o be sald about this
truly notable collection of letters: that
they betray no confidences and travel
under no false pretences, and that the
letters are so good to read thap they
make the compller's forty pages of in.
troduation saem worth going back to,
with expectation of nding them more
rewarding than their place at the
front of the book makea them, The
fact 18 that the letters are peculiarly
of a nature which disarms the com-

| mentator,

Thuy travel best alons,
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The Nation's Prayer.
Wa pray Thes for a stouter heart,
Ths heart of nobler man;
Tha tims has coms to do our part|
Almighty God, we can!

In thunder up and down the world
War murderously rolis;

Oh, st Old Glory, wide unfuried,
Now gquicken human souls!

mered and so vaat;
Be's making clear the only lawe
That fix Lrus peace abl last,
The highest human destiny
Blnes history began
Is beckoning: ahond wo ses
The Brotherhood of Man!

Life's frultfulness was larger than
A méifish race could stand;

Oh, help us bulld & holy ban
Upholding sach free landi

The hope of all to all sutstrip
Has bean too highly prised;

A great, axalted partnership
MAay koep us clvilised.

Wa ware not giv'n & mind te ite
Te savy. flch and kill;
We'rs meant ta love the sarth and sky
And bear mankingd good will,
This righteous war, it had to be;
To maks us ses, Lord, Godl
It had to be, to make Man fres,
And 1t him from & olod,

We now a
And bld all fears be atili;
The time has coma to do our part;
Almighty ded, wa willl
AvLrmzr Hover Bavrrams.

heart,

Ballsdo of Classlen Declnese,

(Written In mrﬂl‘ul but salmiotle
aympathy with the recent attempt a:

Inceton te revivify the meribund. )
Qone, desp bhrowed Homer's wide domatn,

And burning Sapphe sings me mors;
While Aristophanes ls fain

In cherus batrachisn to bare|

Jowestt suMoes for the store
Bocratle, Plato should purvey;

Billled ls the rich Pindaric roar—
The classice now are doclassd.

The blushful grape has consed to reign,
That Massio by which Herses swore;
Ontulluw's fleld gods are alain;
Lacretiue is forgetten lore;
No mallow measures Maronle peur
Pelluold, holding magle sway;
Bad chestnuts, Pliny's storisd boar—
The clamics now ars declassd.

Old4 fashioned folk express Alsdats,

Caot physics to the canlnes sers,
Along with chamisry, Ita twaln;

Show modern pedagogues the door,

Bat all the thickest thaws of Ther
Cannot the palmy day

When “ponles” pransed, s serried corpe—
The clamics now are deciased.

Minors, who find the anclent sre

No longer promisss to pay,
Weat baths in vivissotion's gore—

The classlcn now are declasns,

Mavmon Monats,
Porcelaine.,
From Poetry: A Magaring of Verse.

Thatre .l'l porcelaine a plenty wrought by

Hard a‘l.jmh. sweat tonsd asm & bell,

Inah red shapes that tradeafolk seili

Wine cups, rice bowls, Ianterna, plat
Teapots, snuff bott -, Uuﬂ’ ﬂ.&

o,
There are porcelains a plenty wrought b
‘m. ty ue y

!'qu'u'- porcelnine mads by Ao man's
Miracisa, they, of the kiln and fire,

OE{HM dreamas, outrunning desire;
foned when genil blew the coals;
reedl for Lhe revaremocs men's

souls
w.l{l.. porcelning mads By ne man's
Lvow Bmaamanw.

A m
Try to lift
Themsslves

Argue with women,

A I can't mes
here thare ls

M ]

ueh oholes
Hetween the thres

We Barve,
From (hs Wilmington Star.
Not by ;E'I.I'ﬂhilﬂﬂ. or the faltering vaunt
L L]
rength of & nation ahewn In 'he
strain of the cruclal hour,
But by trust & righteous cause and a
wiorious love that reaches
Deap down to a mrls'- soul with its
searching and poignant power,
Bo the fSage that float on the bresss have
A tarnished and tawdey splendor
It they are not ralsed aloft by hands
that ars leal and true,
And the best of our loyal might |s the
alth that we mindly render,
Not the words that sur tongues may
apeak, but the tangible desds we do,

All that sur fathers dreamed of, all that
they #ver mought for
When they shivered at Valley Forge
and battled at Bunker HIN,
In again at wiake In the world—a guerdon
must be fought for;
It Is ours to hold and defend with all
our strength and will;
And If we would keap our banners proudly
and fresly figing
We must gird ourselves as others have
#d themseives of old,
An@ prove by the fact of service, living
or vely dying,
That the torch our fathers oarried has
naver grown dim eor sceld,

Not by cheers alone, or waving of flags
and lln;!l|1r
In n ullon'l‘ln It ahown, but only when
brain and nerve
Are tralned to the m‘nnl nesd—and the
ngin

atton'n uli im Bri [
Her bravest children forth—erying, “Wa
Wea snrvel”

aervel
Bexres Waarer,

A Woather Jingle,

From the Atlanta Conatitution
Here's the malting

Across the cetion rowj
“Devii'n In ths wenthar

When the wind den't blew!
Pull yerself together,

Far away from snow;
Davil's In the weather

When the wind won't blowr™

To-day,

From iha Buffalo Rrening News
Keap on livin' Jist terday—
Doan hunt for enny sorrow;
Have all yor troubles yisterday
An' all yer fun termorrow,

The Heory O,

From tha Aflanta Oonstitubion
List to the stery known of old,

'I; whan the world was youny!
Lite's ministr

of dream and hopa,
The atrain

¥ posts sung.
lrlnlhl soft the secret Helen knaw,

n Tro elasslo throng;
T”.Ihrr plped In Illen's walle,
& aweel Orphean song—
own from days of Rune

'51-'.'{:?1": :Ll potent word

‘s cllmax to his high b
M . :'n!lﬂ :uuco 'u:.rél o

This ia the lure that Life unfolts
#‘u Iarl.h;a archale
L]

pe w.ul«l I.I;a indlte;
ng that shall lawt!

the mystle fores that mouldas
arlt and doubts, and fears—
All eles In dream and mystsry,
The Arift of traglc yaars!
Cumian D, Gommaw.

Conservation,
e was the demon of crochat)
Bax, swealers, gloves the veriset play
Por har scstatio nasdle; wpesd
Was hor heynote, & headlong greed

That eraved eacth sscond to her task
Bhs even had been kuown ta sek

On running eut of her own hank
Nelghbors thelr bark hair te outyank,

Anfl snce, no wastage to atlow,
Bhe knit her convoluted hrow,

maesan
. one

Braniar K. Wisow,

JULY - 15, 1917.

Did the Allles announce pemcs terma
In anawee to the German posos offer
Iast December, and If so what were the
terma? wW.C B

The German Covernment, on Deocsm-
ber 12, 1914, offered to maks peace and
proposed s confersnce. Tha Allles re-
fumed to enter Into conference uniesw
Germany outlined her termas. Germany
refused to do this, thus confirming the
Allles’ bellef that the peaca offer was
the balt on a y met trap.

The German offer had bean communi-
cated to the Allles through the United
Statos, 8pain, Switseriand and the Neth-
erlands. On December 10, 1018, the Al-
Hens made & Joint reply. In this they
first took exception to Germany’'s pro-
fession of victory and her attempt to
plnes the responaibllity of the war on
the Alllan. They demanded reparations
for the outrages Inflicted by Cdermany
against both belligerents and neutrals,
and aald

“No paace ls possibla so long as they
[the Allles] have not secured reparation
of violated rights and libarties, recogni-
tion of the principle of nationalities and
of the frea exlstence of amall states ; so
long as they have not brought about a
settlement caloulnted to end, once and
for all, forces which have so long threat-
ened the nations, and to afford the only
effective guarantees for the future se-
curity of the world.™

In view of the sham naturs of the
German offer the Allles hold It improper
to discuss specific terma of m possible
pence, alnes If Germany really desired
peace It was open to her to wsugpest
termn; but the Allies’ note did make
spocifie montlon of the came of Belgium,
fo= which they required “legitimate rep-
aration, guarantees and safeguards for
the future."

Who was it sald ""We are blind to our
own faults, but prons to blame others
for the absence of our particular vir-
tuse” (or words Lo that effect)? A B

What position did .Gen, Robert B, Lee
hold under the United Etates Government
at the outbreak of the civil war? H.

Les was appointed Lisutenant-Colonasl
of the Becond Regiment of Cavalry and
assigned to dAuty on ths Texas frontier
in 1856. He remained thers until near
the heginning of ths olvil war exoept
for an interval in 1858, when he was
remliled to Washington and placed In
command of the force sent agalinst John
Brown at Harper's Farry., On April 20,
1881, three days after the formal se-
cemsion of Virginia, Les resigned his
commission In the army. Two days be-
fors he had refused Lincoin'a offer to
give him the command of the army of
the United Biates.

Which Is the larger dam, the Ashokan
or the one at Kennioo Lake? A

By the Ashokan dam we take It you
mean the Olive Hridge dam.

“Kennlto dam will be R much Inrger
maronry structure than ths correspond-
ing portlon of the Olive Bridee
dam * * * It will have a maximuwm
helght of about 170 feet above the pres-
ent river bed, but will extend 130 feet
further to solld ledge rock, which will
make 1t at ths maximum about 300 feet
high, or about §0 feet higher than the
Olive Bridge dam. It will be about 1,830
feet long, or nearly twice the lenmth of
the masonry portion of the Olive Bridge
dam."™

The exocerpt ia from "™The Catakll]
Water Bupply of New York City,” by
Lazarua White, dlvision enginesr of the
Board of Water Supply, published by
John Wiley & Sons, New York, 1913,

Tn deseribing the wealth of soma great
peer one of the Victorian novelista wrote:

“Nay, it was whispered that when
some miles of rents had fallen in on his
ILondon streeta and been renewwd even
the clvil list of the King would be less
than ths private Income of his sub-

T thought this was in Thackeray's de-
soription of the Marguls of Etsyne, but
1 do not find It there. Nelther can 1
fnd it sald of Disraell's Lord Mon-
mouth In “Ooningsby,” wo 1 am stumped
Can some reader recall 1t? R. H. T.

Is there a eity ordinance compelling
ownera or agents to supply heat from
October 15 to April 157 8 w.

No.

When the rates of fars for glrrying
passengers are named In the lew or
charter of the milroad company glven
by the Legislature and such charter
has never besn amended as to rates has
the Publle Bervice Commission the au-
thority to decreass or Inoresss rates
w fixed? Have the courts saver made
a declwion covering this question and
in what cane? J. J. P

The inquiry was referred to the Pub-
lle 8ervica Commisslon for the Pirst
District, Btate of New York, and a re-
ply from the secrotary of tha commis-
vlon, James B Walker, mayn:

"1 have your letter of June 28, 1917,
with regard to the question of the au-
thority of the Publlo SBervice Commis-
flon to decreass or inoreass rates whore
A rate has betn fAxed by law or charter
of the rallroad company. I may refer
you to several A« -lslons in thisn Siate
a4 to the power of he commiesion in this
matter, although the declalons do not
cover all Instances which might prasi-
bly arise. The nuswer to the question is
dependent upon the saveral provisions
of the law applicabls to differsnt situa-
tons. In Peopls ex rel. Ulster and Dela-
ware Rallroad Company wersus FPublin
Serviea Commission for the Becond Dis.
triot, 171 A I). 607, afMirmed on provall-
ing opinion of the lowsr sourt, 218 N. Y.
B43, It was held that tha commisslon
had authority te authorise an Inaresss In
rallrond milenge tioket rates in excess of
twn cents per mile as fixed by section
0 of the raliroad law, In Pecple ex rel,
New York and Ulster Tractlon Cou-
pany versus Publio Bervics Commis-
slon for the Sescond District, 176 A D
BGD, It was held that the Publle Ser-
vice Commimalon had asuthority to In-
creass the maximum fars 10 be charged
by wsirest surface rallroad ocompanies
botween two polnts beyond the rate
which was fixed by a franochise granted
by local authorities. In Peopls ex rel.
Bridge Operating Company wversus Pub-
llo Service Commisslon for tha Frat
Dintriot, 188 A D, 189, ft was held
thnt the commission had authority to
relluce the maximum rats fixed by an
agreament with the Bridgs Commis-
alon under which the company was
permitted to operats aaross the Will-
{amaburg Bridge.”

TWhat are the differences among the
following prepared varletles of Indian
corn—hulled corn, samp, hominy?

N. G,
Oorn hulled by beating by hand In a
wooden mortar or hulled by machinery
18 called hominy and samp.  In the
North samp Is the whols decortlonted
kernel and hominy W8 the broken or
coarsaly ground or cracked or erushad
kernal, a distinctlon not mads at the
Bouth. “Hulled corn” s ocorn from
which the hull or pericarp of the kernel
has been removed by the use of lye and
which has then been soaked thoroughty
and bolled until tender,
Wae offer thia Alfferentiation subjact to
correction, If any be neopmsary, by
readers more Pully Informed than we
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DOUBLING TACTICS
AT ROYAL AUCTION

An Exception to Fourth's Rule
of Taking Out Doubled
No Trump.

By R. F. FOSTER.

Among royal sauction players there
are many who Imagine that if the sscond
hand doublas a bld of ons ne trump
the fourth hand ls bound to declare hin
Hongest sult even If it s only four cards
to the nine,

But thers In n very important excep-
tion to this rule, and that is when the
fourth hand has enotgh In his own
cards, together with the strength shown
by the double, to defeat the no trumper
for more than could be made by playing
A sult BId agalnst It In such canses he
should let the doubls stand.

The ruls for thin ls very almple If
It requires elght values to justify an
original no trump ©id and fourtesn
values to doubls, then In cases In which
tha fourth hand has elght values and
threa sults stopped he should let the
deubls stand and see what the dealer
and hin partner are golng to do adbout It

When the gecond hapd doubles & suit
bid and the third hand Is not wvery
strong In any one milt ha pnsses the
buck, 1t will De time enough to say
something after the fourth hand answers
the doubls. The same principle applies
to the fourth hand when ths second
hand doublas & no trumper, provided the
cards In the fourth hand are up to
ailun:llrd In both strength and distribu-
tion.

In thesa days of light no trumpers by
the best players, and atill lighter ones
by the average player, the possibilities
of penalties are Invariably greater than
the hops of galn from a sult bid If the
fourth hand s strong.

Beveral altuations may dsvslop when
the fourth hand lets the double stand.
The dealer may pull himself out or his
partner may rescus him. Then the
second hand may Bld over the dealer,
or double agnin; or the fourth hand may
bid or double.

Here are two interesting of
how differently a hand may e up
when there l8 & second hand double
and the fourth hand ls up to standard
to let it stand,

09'13
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Z dealt and bld no trump. A doubled
and ¥ pamssed. B refused to taks out
the double with his longem sult =s It
was only four spades to the ten and
he could probably win thres or four
tricks himself against a no trumper.
Had the double been lst alons Z would
have bmen mset for 400,

An it wan Z pulled himself out with
two clubs and A bid two diamonds,
which encouraged B to bld two no
trumps, On this contract B made three
odd and the gama, with aces easy,

Had A passed the two club bid B
would have doubled and A would have
bern the one to go two no trumps. Had
the doubled elub been allowed to stand
Z would have been met for two tricks
only.

Had A bean left to play the hand at
dlamonds he pould not have gons game
as he must lose a trump trick to ¥ and
two black aces to Z. The manner (n
which A could avold losing two spade
tricks Is Instructive as showing the in-
portance of looking ahead befors rush-
ing off to lead the trumps,

Against & diamond eontraet ¥ would
lead the top of his partner's sult, clubm
Z would win with the ace and at once
establish a pecond spade trick by play-
Ing ace and then queen. Now If A
leads the trump he joses A spade trick
no matter which hand holds the king of
dlamonda

His play would be to lead a small
heart, play one of B's tup clubs and dis-
card the spade nine, Now ha can lead
the mmall dinmond, avolding ths com-
mon error of leading & Jack to an noe
queen sult when one has not the ten
The finessa of the queen loses to Y's
king, but it is too Iate to make a spade
trick for Z,

The student should ohserve that If
the king of trumps was in Z's hand,
three to the ten with ¥, the lead of
the jaok would lome n trick as the
king would cover nnd muka the ten good.
If the jack were not led the king would
be caught on the second round and the
Inck would Kill the ten,

No maiter what Y led after winning
the trump trick B ean bs put Into the
lead with the jmck of trumps If Y
does not lead a eludb. If Y leads a
Bpade A trumps, leads ace and small
trumps and moken the top apads and
plub, disoarding his doubiful jeck of
hearts, although £ should bs marked
with the gueen If his no trumper had
three sults stopped. If Y led the trump
At the sixth trick A would have to
finense the heartam

Tha Intereating part of this hand
would he the outcome of B'a bld of
two spades, an an answer 10 A's double
All he can make 8 thres odd, with
simplo honors agninst him, Z would
open with the ace of clubs and on
finding dummy with no more would lend
through the diamonds, after which he
must make two tricks In trumps

There are, therafors, four results pos-
#ibls on this hand. Letting the no trump
Aouble stand Z would loss 400, Playing
It at two cluba he would lose 212, Tant-
A play It at diamonds he would loss 42
Lotting B play It at spades he would
lode only 9. Therefore the worst bid
H ecould make would be to answer
A's_double with his four oard sult.

Here In an example of letting the
double stand in which the denler was
unfortunate In his partner's selection of

A Tesoua,
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2 dealt and bid no trump, A doubled,
Y pamsed and B let the doubils #and. 2
pulied himself out with twae hearts and
Agnin A doubled, ‘This drove ¥ to thres
Alamonds, which was aleo doubled by A

and went down for three tricks and sim- |

ple honors,

f H takkes out the double with two
mades, bidding the higher of two equal
number sults firet, he will have to play
the hand very well to win the game, but
he can do It. He would have to exhaust
the trumps and ruff out the diamonds
with hie last trump so as to estubling the
ten for A, but he must tose two clubs and
the queen of wpades, because 2 would
never lond the clubs even ufter winning

the necond or third round of trumps

It H takea out the double with the
sondos he would nover gt n shonee Lo |
1l the hearts, If Fo talies out with two
‘hearts he gin wii the gume If he gliys

the hand wall and might sven maks five
odd. The play is Instructive

Z would lend a small trump aa the best
opening from his hand. Winning the
first trick with the nine, B would play
the ace and on finding ¥ with no more
would lead a dlamond, finesss the
queen and return the aoce, dlscarding &
club,

A third round of diamonds would be
trumnped, establishing the ten for A. Now
the trump leads would be resumed,
winning two rounds and
The tan of dlamonds would give
other club dlscard. Now comes the
game, which la where most of
are won or lost,

The ace ol spades from
king from B and a third
would throw Z In with the
ing him to lead clubs up to
king. ‘Tha intersating point
exhausts Z'a trumpa be
tha diamond he oan
game on the hand,

1t the doubled no
A will ;-.d n mll:
making four tricks
probably lead & amall
take this with the
through with the diamond,
for three rounds »0 as
suit.

This mmdp:t 2 to I.
would have sither to
his queen ten of apadem losl
of them, or to lsad the glubs and make
B's king good. He would be set for 400
and 80 acea whichaver he did.

But If B gosa two ne trumps In
answer (o A's doubls, Inrtead of namimg
sither of his four oard asuits, the result
will be the same as if Z piayed the
hand mo far as winning tricks s con-
corned, A and B getting ten of them
and seoring them as four odd, worth 10
polnts each, Instead of 100 each.

The various possible results on this
hand show & loss of 430 for & if he is
faft in with his doubled no trumper.
If he takes Bimself out and Y danies
his sult zru 214 on the dlamond
contract, 1 takes him out of she
doubla with two hearts the most Z can
lose is 72 if B plays the hand well
It B takes hl:: out with two spades Z
will lose only 84,

In both thess examples it must he
admitted that the original ne trump bid
is legitimate, that A has the strength
on which the average would
double and that B has the most to gain
by letting the doubls stand.

The lesson to be drawn from the
examination of s large number of hands
of this character has convinoed me that
if the gpecond hand has a legitimate
double and the fourth hand has eight
values and thres sults stopped, which le
trus of B's cards in both the foregoing
examples, he should lst the double
wtand,

Then If there Is any rescuing to be
dons by the dealer or his partner it will
be time enough to bid a sult, doubls the
rescue or go to more no trumps

SCHOOL FOR CARD PLAYERS,

Auction Bridge. E. B C. sayn: No
ncore | the dealer bids no trump, second
hand pamsing. Third hand holds Ave
spades to the ten without a trick any-
where. Should he bld two spades or
leave his partner alone?

If his partner is a player who bids
no trump only when he Ia prepared for
A takeout ha should bid two spadea
There are soms authorities that do not
indorse the so-cailed weak take out bde-
cauna it conficts with oartaln conven-
tions that they advocats. Others be-
lleve the fourth hand will always ask
for n laad If third hand s very weak,
which s leaving your opponents to play
your game for yot. ‘The unaswerable
argumant {s that five trumps are good
for thres tricks on the average, wheresas
five small spadens with a bust hand are
good for nothing at all at no trump
By increasing the contract one trick you
increass the trick taking power thres
trioks,

A. R P. myn! The dealsr Hds no
trump, with & games against him, See-
ond hand says three diamonds, Third
hand holds five spades to the king quesn
Jack; four hearts to the queen ten;
thres diamonds to tha ten nine and one
small elub. Bhould he bld thres spades
or pass?

As It s quits posalble that dlamonds
may be the dealar's ons weak suit there
are no penaities In sight if the bid s
passed. A third hand cannot bid three
no trumps he must ahow his strong sult
and leave the rest to his partner's judg-
ment. If the dealer Is short in spades
he must have a great sult of clubs or &
sscondary heart bid with five of that
sult.
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T. M. says: If the bid Is no trump
fourth hand bids a sult, asking for a
lead, and the no trumper doublas,
should the partner go back to no trumps
if he holds mee and king of the de-
clared sult, no small ones, or should he
let tha double stand?

Much depends on ths rest of the hand.
Tt he has any five card sult, that would
be the safer bid, as one of his stoppars
must be lost on the very first trick at
no trump, And nine tricks In & row
wolild ba nsocssary to go gama

Pirata M. C. V., gaya: A spade bid 1s
made on the cight of & player who holds
three nces and two gueens but has only
two amall spades. Bhould shs accept
the spade on the side strength., or bid
more spades after some one elss ac-
cepin?

Hidding more apades aftsr refusing to
accept looks like an sttempt to preampt
the play of the hand. Why not walt
antll the stopper In spades Is locatsd
and then bid no trump to indioats that
the spade sult is ths only weakneas In
the hand? In the meant!me some other
IHluminating bid may have bLeen made.

H. B L says: Z bids & heart, ac-
copted by A, and Y blds a spads, also
acoepted by A. When Y passes B holds
pix clubs to the ace king gquesn and
four diamonds to the ace jack ten. How
In ha to Indleats this holding? A says
he should have bld threa clubs

Why not no trumps? The only danger
would be that A's spade stopper might
be caught by leading through It, but if
A pees that danger he will nol aocept
more than once, The odd At no trumna
looks llke n cartainty unless Y can maks
weven spade tricks. 4

Poker. M, M. says: Only one man
atays and calis the opener of & Jaock,
asking what he has. Opener aays he
has triplets, Tas ealler aayn, "l have
three Jacks,” whersupon the opaner
throws hin cards Into the deadwood and
the callor takes the pot Bystanders
saw that the caller had only twoe small
palrs, while the opener had thres sevens
The caller Inslnts that he won anvhow

because the opencr 414 not show his |

openers.  Oan the opener get his money
bark?

When the opensr was onlled, his duty
wim 1o lny his hand face up on the tahle,

Talk does not go In ypoker, and It any
player chooses to tuke anothers word
for what In agninst him, without asking
to sea the oards, that s hin own affalr
Hoving thrown up his hand and ad-
mitted he was beaten, he has no claim
on the pot

Fuohre. P, T A says: In a fve hand

}q.\'m- A turns up the joker and names

hearis,  All pamw. and A decldes to play
it Wha leads?
The to the
t tha

plyor
of thw truin

left of the wmaker
Kinme ix straight

suUotide. waltch i uol slated.
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PROBLEMS FOR “SUN"
READERS T0 SOLVE

Revised List of Winners in the
Last Series of End Games
at Oheckers.

Bridge problem No. 488 was designeg
Impress upon the student of tactics
importance of forcing an adverssry
dlsoard before you have to dlsoarg
yourselt when a oeriain number of djs.
eards from your own hand or dummy
are inevitable, Hers Is the distribution:

107

1t oo

o o
20943
Y-

84

Clubs are trumps and Z Is In the lean
Y and Z want all five tricks againm
any defence,

It looks as Uf A or B must mike a
diamond trick. but this ecun be pre
vented by disoarding that suit from Y's
hand untll A I1s forced to unguard the
hearts or glve up the winning dlamond
The problem is to keep the lead |n #'y
hand until this altuation s reached

Z leads the trump upon which Y dis-
cards the winning spade, This allows
£ to lead two rounds of epadss, upon
the first of whioh Y discards a dlamond,
regardiess of A'S disocard.

On the ssoond round of spades, If A
loln go & heart, T throws away the win.
ning heart so that Z shall make both
flx and deuce, If A dlmoards the ace
of diamonds, so as to stop the hearts

last trick with the dlamond king.
IMIDGN FRONLEM No. 450
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Clubs are trumps and Z is in the jead
Y and Z want all fve tricks againat
any discards

The distribution 1s: Y has the ten of
hearts; seven of trumps; king slght four
of spades. A has the elght five of
hearts; deuce of trumps; Jack and six
of spades. B ham the nine slx of
trumpa; queen six three of dlamonds
Z han the queen of hearts: jack elght of

trumps; ace and seven of dlamonds
CHECKER ENDINGA.
The revieed honor list for the last

sarien of ten probleme, glving eredit
for No, 425 to thoss who found alther
of the solutlons put!ined by H. B. Bourne
and Ddward Mulrooney, follows:

White membership eards In Tue Svw
Checker Club, for having solved w
ten problams from No. 431 1o 430 inelu
slve: A. J. B, H. B, Bourne, . B, Car
liss, Fausto Daluml, B. J. Graf, Jame:
Hyland, Edward Mulrooney and Job
Ryan.

Red cards, for those who mimed o
problem only: Owen Fox, Thomas F
C. L. Grimea, El3ah P, Landry, Mar
Len and J, H. Noremac,

Blus eards, for those who miased tn
probleama out of the ten: SBamuel
notsky, Winthrop D, Lane and P
MeGarry. For the firat time alnes !
club was organized there are no winner
of gresn carde

No ons having covered Nareik's §
the money has been raturned to hin
Now he wants to bet that No, 432 ear
not be done. Fausto Dalumi will pisas
rise. There will ba soma fun with o
of the varintions of this problem wher
the homnor list competition Is resuny
And some new prizea are pul up M
THR SUN,

In answer to several Inquiries, name
of solvers are not published during the
suspension of the honor lst, but ques
tlon® or criticiama on the various prob
lems will recelve prompt attention If
addressed to this department,

Thoss entitled to membership cards In
Twe Bun Checkesr Club should semd thalr
full nams and addresa

The position shown In problam No
438 Is doubly deceptive, hecauss it [enks
like & drawn game, and then ag L
looks as if It could ba forced i t
position win, while In fact 1t 18 neith

The distribution is: Hinck men on

Py

and 20, White man on 81, king on
White to play and win, Here are ‘he
moves that solve:
White Rinck
n—av A | 5
8—10 —11
1"m—n 20—2%4
13—19 11—18
1014
If black prefers 2 —7 for his firs! Ve
we got thin:
1123 324
- 1 T—11
1319
If black plays 7—10, white
with 231—18 )
Theres wre & numbar of
games In which & draw m'eht

ceded by the beginner, hut
motunlly wina for ons elde nr
On the other hand, thare are o
of apparently lost games w
drawn by correat pluy. Mern i
ample:

Propiam No. 418
BLACK

CHECRRAR

WHITE,
Hinok to play and draw
There are two kings agulpst twas m
and the Kings have the advi .
moave, black
) The ending v peculiariy in

yat Pan iy




