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~ THE FOOD BILL AT ALBANY

I have decided to give to the people of this city, in this way, definite information as to the

main features of the food bill that Governor Whitman is now trying to put through at Albany. The

bil, among other things, provides:

First—A method by which the City of New York can buy food
and fuel direct from the producer and sell it to the consumer
through such channels as the City Market Department may de-
termine.

Second—A method by which the City can store food so as to

revent some of the enormous waste that now takes place, and

which food can be carried over by the City from a time of plenty

to a time of scarcity instead of being carried over, as it now largely
is, by the gambler, the hoarder and the speculator.

Third—A method by which additional terminal market facili-

ties may be had so that a larger q uantity of food can be brought
more expeditiously and economically into this city.

This would enable the City to have public markets that would
be real and not a sham, for public markets in New York simply
served by nearby farms are a joke. If all the land within truck-
ing distance of this city were put under intensive cultivation, it
would only produce a small fraction of the food consumed in this
city, Our food comes from all parts of the United States and
other countries. Quantities of chickens come from Texas, butter
from California, eggs from China, etc.

Fourth—A method of informing the consuming public, through

bulletins and other channels, as to the supply of food and prices '
of same.

Fifth—A method by which the State Commission can co-
operate with and assist the Federal authorities.

Sixth-—A method by which railroads can be compelled to give
preference to the transportation of food and fuel.

Seventh-—A method of preventing practices detrimental to the
public interest.

Eirhth*-A method by which the City of New York may issue
special revenue bonds to provide better terminal facilitles, storage
facilities and the like.

In the last ten years there have been spent in this City by the railroads, the City and private corporations over seven

more expeditiously and economically;

the food that our bodies consume.

hundred million dollars for modern passenger stations, for subways, tunnels and bridges to transport our bodies about the city
whereas practically nothing has been spent to provide modern facilities for transporting

In the last seven years there has been added.to the population of this City as many people as to-day comprise the cities N

of Boston and San Francisco. The neglect to provide modern facilities for bringing food into New York and distributing it ¢

economically is largely responsible for the increased cost of our food. This cannot be corrected without broad constructive .

3 legislation at Albany, followed by the immediate intelligent expenditure of effort and money. - ,

Makeshifts, such ar co-operative associations, district markets, and the like are ridiculous in the extreme
and will get us nowhere under present conditions. The quicker we all awaken to a realization of this and fight

for something that is real, the quicker permanent relief will come.

Governor Whitman has been making a continuous, strenuous fight for constructive food legislation. He

of this problem for more than three vears, The talk that [ am anxious to be Commissioner of Markets 18 nonsense.
No man with any appreciation of the problem involved would hanker for <uch a job. Besides, if 1 were seeking
it, all I would have to do would be to resign from the Palisades Park Commission and take the Market Com-
missionership, which the Mayor has offered me; but I feel that my moral obligation in connection with the
Park is very great, and I do not want to leave the Park Commission.

is to-day up against a ring of unscrupulous speculatoig and' other selfish interests, = These men are bending I have presented the case as it is. [ cannot too earnestly urge the people of this city, between now and

every effort to defeat any kind ot real food legislation. These men are openly threatening members of the Legis-
latute in Albany. These men go so far as to say that they will defeat for re-election this Fall any member of the

Legislature who refuses to be controlled by them.

The fight is a desperate one: the Governor is standing for legislation which, if successful, will inaugurate

\'otin_F for his bill.

a real, constructive, worth-while programme to 1elieve the consumers in this city of at least a part of the burden in an effort to solve it.

they are now bearing. It will also be of distinct advantage to the tarmers and other producers of food.
1 am not s ng from superficial knowledge or with any personal axe to grind but from a caretul study
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next Wednesday, when the Legislature meets again, to let evcri; member of the [egislature from Greater New
York, whether he be a Democrat or a Republican, understand t

at they expect him to support the Governor by

his is not a political question: it is an economic question, and party lines should be cast aside

In the up-State papers of Monday morning I shall give to the producers of fvod the reasons why, in my
judgment, they should support the Governor in his fight. i
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