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SEPTEMBER 2, 1917.

1 Créatest Corner in Wh
Being Run by Government

ByJOHN WALKER HARRINGTON

DEAL in wheat vaster than the
A world has ever inown began
s yesterday at 42 Broadway.
1t will be =0 hig that If “Old Hutceh,”
the veternn operator of Chlicugo, now
pelieved to be walking the Styglan
shore with Ceren, shauld hear of it he
would bow his head In shame, for even
nis most celebrated corners were trifles
compared With what s being done,
Curtta Judivin, the monster of greed

would seem ke an oMee boy In A
bucket shop were his deals matched
with the glgantie transactfns which |
gt will be In full swing in the newly |
opencd headguarters of the Food Ad- |
ministeation Grain Corporation.

Thin biggest wheat corner on earth,
which will bring as Into one elevator
muany millions of bushels In this coun-
try. is being engincered by experienced
hands. The head of the corporation is |
th Food Administrator of the United
stuted, Herbert ©. Hoover, while the
president and chief executive afficer Is |
Julins Barnes, a noted operator from
Duluth, |

The activitlen of two such men.
packed as they are with 350,000,000
capital and unlimited credit and the !
power of a nation, would ln other dnys
have wrung groang from the lips of
millions of men, |

A corner in wheat! Think what lt[
peed to mean in the days of private
ginin! How it sent the chill of dread|
from Odessa to Duluth, from Liverpool
to the Golden Horn! The baker in his
cellar shop, the workman at his bench,
the grocer at his till foresaw that one
day Hunger would stalk from the Pit
and the children of men would be
sucked down by its ravening mv.|
What woe to many, what scanty weal
even to the few, when the Bulls and
Benrs went to war for control of the
granaries of the world!

Wheat, although surpassed in yleld
by rice and corn, has from time imme-
morial besn regarded as the great sup-
port of life. It Is grown In every clime,
and somewhere on earth Its reaping
comes In every month of the year.
Mankind has about 4,000,000,000 bush-
¢ls a year for its food, and of this sup-
ply sometimea as much as a fourth Is
ralsed in the United Btates.

When crops are poor elsewhors the
first thought of the hungry nations is
of American wheat, If Russia had less |
griin, If the harvest moon of France |
was gibbous and thin, all this was felt |
in the Chicago Wheat P’It, lalr of Fam-
ine, According to Chleago's decree, the
Fpanish peaspnit had a smaller loaf or
the Italinn paid more for kis macaron!
and his bread. Hence the cornering and
the hoarding of wheat, the wild gam-
bling and the speculation was a play
upon the hunger,of a Tice.

The pledge that from now on there
will be no dealings in futures in Chi-
cago means that the Pit is doomed and
Its doom wsealed, and that under the di-
rection of this Government through its |
sdministration of food all possible will |
ba done to supply sustenance for our-
selves and our allles overseas, while |
our soldiers fight for the freedom of
clvilized nations.

With the growth of the American

commonwealth the acreage in wheat |

has bheen constintly extending. New
methods of cultivation have brought
up the yield an acre ten to seventeen
bushels in the last MMty years, while
virgin Iands in the great Northwest
are heing constantly dedicated to Ceres.

The normal consumption of wheat
by the people of the United States at |
the present time is about 500,000,000
bushels a vear. In some years there
has bwon an abundance for export. So
we have formed the habit here of pour-
Ing out our horn of plenty to al] the |
world without stopping to consider the |
results, The wheat crops of the last
ten vears avallahle for statistical pur-
poses show that we as a nation were
never in danger of starvation,

Run your eye down this column:

Bushels.
1843 . veeesas. B24,087,000
1908 .. wsaassriens 664,602,000
1900 .. @essin L o A53,879.525
LT e OO & o T £35,121,000
i e seissssennes 831,380,000
11 o P 1T 730,267,000
AREE  LieiewieniiniEn vy 763,380,000
{1 2 (R . 891,017,000
1918 .. ierrnrennnnnane 1,011,605,000
B T S ey 638,000,000

The extimated wheat crop of the
United Btutes for 1917 Is 654,000,000
bushels. This country has for the last
few years heen exporting more and |
more and for the last three years hnn|
Yean sending whent abroad at the rate |
of from 200,000,000 to 250,000,000 |
bushels annually. So there has been a
congtant drain upon® storchouse and
tlevator

The bumper crop of 1915 was drawn |
upon eongiderably to supply the de- |
mind of Europe, yaet our exparlallonnl
0f whent the next year, 250,000,000,
left still n considerable store upon
which to draw.

Now there s practically no old
wheat to he had, and the wants of Eu- I
rope, hoth In the countries of our al-
l's& and in neulral lands, are on Lthe
increase. In addition to providing for
tham the (iovernment must see to it
thnt about 60,000,000 bushels of meed
whent is retained to guarantes the
cropx of 1918,

The erops of France have nol been
&8 bountiful as usual, Fngland raised
About 50,000,000 of the 270,000,000
bushels she requires. According to the
estimites of Mr. Hoover published sev-
tril weeks ago the Allles are short
at leust 400,000,000 bushels, Prominent
erain operators think that for the Al-
lles there should be st least 570,000,000
bushels available,

The swreping embargo declared by
the President last week tightens the |
supplies  of the neutral countries, |
which hefore this rullng might have
Yad a freer chance at bin and crib, |

The taking in of American grain so | grades which are to be considered In | galury to the Government as an asso. |
the general schedule.

that the nutive variety of neutrals may
e shipped Inte Teuton strongholds
Will hardly be possible under the new
manifesto.

In the trade the supplies avallable
are as follows:

Bushels,

Cnited Eintes surplus....,. 100,000,000
vmuadian surp.us.......... 186,000,000
Argentine, exportable,...,. 125,000,000
India and Australls export.. 126,000,000

Tolal o ovvivairennssnssss 686,000,000

By extraordinary economy in the use
of flour, aparators think It would be
possible to get 120,000,000 bushels of
wheat from the United Btates for ex-
port. Tha latest igures recelved from
the Food Administration give only
§8,000,000 bushels for the United

depleted by IFrank Norrig in “The l‘u."l

Howeves should the peopls of the

United States follow the dictum of

Mr. Hoover that every family must
| ¥ave n pound of flour o week, experis
;ln the produce trade fool confident
that It will be possible =0 make a
congldernable Increare in the avallable
supplies,

Theoretically It sounds well o may
that Argentina and the Antipodes are
llkely to provide large quantities of
cereal, but practically their coopera-

tion In helping Europe would amount |p|ll‘| of

eat

that the farmer will be disponsed to lat
his wheat go a® soon as he conven-
fently can, for as the Government im
constituted the sole purchaser It la not
ot all unlikely that It may at any time
ndopt regulations drastic enough ac-
tually to compel him to sell,

It Is expressly provided that the
miller shall not be permitted to hoard
wheat, and his supply must not ex-
eeed thal which he would normally
convert In thirty days. The whole
the corporation Im to keep

to lttle unless extroordinary methods | wheat on the move at falr prices.

were employed to provide ships,

HENRY A,
GARFIELD
CHAIRMAN OF U.S.
PRICE FIXING
COMMISSION

the birds are still =inging If not nest-

| ing In the branches of many of the

trees destined for the barks which are
to sall the seas, and as ingots intended
for ghips of stesl are not yet cooled,
the scarcity of bottoms wlill appreci-
nily limit the wheat supply for the
Allles,

Europe in the past has been nccus-
tommed to depend largely on wheat from
the steppes of Russia and from the
Rumanian plaing, Aslatic Turkey, es-
pecially In Asla Minor about the Bos-
porus, has large quantities of wheat
on which, In ordinary times, Europe
might draw, but at present the Cen-
tral Powers have the c¢all on the
granarles of that region.

As matters now stand, the Allies and
the neutrals must depend in large
measure upon what the U'nited States
and Canada can do for them In wheat,
and supplement that with such other
prains as they may learn to use. The
Government of this country expects
to commandeer rye, If not enough
wheat Is on hand, and steps have bheen
taken to Instruct the populace of the
Allies In the use of cornmeal, but with
all thesa efforts main dependence will
be placed upon wheiat, which for thou-
sands of vears has been the malnstay
of the race.

The efforts of this country to spread
the use of maize in Englund and the
recent despatch of a representative of
the Depariment of .\;:r;un:!um‘ to
France, thersa to shed the light on
corn, may have effect, but it will not
be untll another year has passed that
the other grains which enter so largely
into the diet of nations both of the
far East and the far West will be
much utilized. Wheat must be pro-
vided in as large quantities as possihle,
twecause the food habits and prejudices
of centurles cannot be hroken in a
minute,

Although In England and France
possibly a quarter of the bread In com-
mon use has an admixture of corn and
rye and other cercals, the time [s not
vt whem wheat will be driven from
ita high place as the grain of gralna.

The conservation of wheat In this
country so that an abundant supply
may be provided for Furope will re-
quire elaborate tactiea by the Food
Administration  Grain,  Corporation.
This organization, incorporated under
the laws of the Btate of Delaware, will
work on the principle followed by any
other of the kind. It will have a defl- :
nita business basis, work for profits
and conduct its interests just as though |

it were a glgantic private hrokrnn!‘

concern. |

The Government, sthrough the |
Graln Corporation, becomes the sole
buyer of wheat.

The basic price of the commodity
for 1917 was set jnst week at $2.20 &
hushel by the price fixing commisslon.
This Is the figure for No. 1 Northern
spring wheat in Chicago. An nd-l'
ditlonal 10 cents is allowed for frelght
from Chicago to New York, which
would make the price in this clty:
$2.30, ,

Conslderable flour is milled from the
No, 2 grade, which Is § cents & bushel |
less, There are also varlous other |

Experts are estimating that at this
rate, provided that the producers of
wheat, the farmers, fall into line, that
flour should be had at §11 a barrel
The amount of wheat required for a
barrel of flour depends upon the qual-
ity of the wheat, but a falr average
would be four and one-half bushels,
There has been & movement started
on thig basis for a b cent loaf of bread
to welgh fourteen ounces.

The Government is to give approxi-
mately §2 a bushol for 1918 wheat;
that in, the price at Chicago was fixed
weeks ago at §1.97, varioun differen-
tials being applied for other points In
the United States

The farmer |5 exempt under the law

Blates and 130,000000 for Canada

from penaities for hoarding.
impreasion, however, is

As | Every miller whose output is 100 bar-

rels of flour a day or more must take
out a Government licensa He can
grind wheat to flour only with the
sanction of the powers that be,

The Government alms to keep all
Industries connected with the grain in-
dustry as busy as possible. For that
reason the corporation is asking the
Allles and the neutrals to buy from us
ttour only Instead of grain. This gives
the opportunity for American millers
to keep up their plants and make a
modernte profit, The milling concerns
are to receive a price for flour bared
upon the actual cost of manufacture,
to which 1a gdded a maximum profit of
20 venta m harrel.

1t takes from four to five bushels of
wheat to make n barre]l of flour, and
the cost of a barrel {8 about 50 cents,
There are also certain by-producta of
the grinding which must be consid-
ered. It s estimated that in 1918 flour
will be offored at wholesale at $11.50 a
berrel: $1250 s approximately the
price at the present time.

Thers s no doubt that had the up-
ward trend of flour not been restrained
in any way flour would now be selling

at $25 a barrel and that such a thing |

as noemall loaf for 10 cents would seem
% a dream. The prompt action of
the Government and the publie spir-
tedd and tha patriotic actlon of the
millers themselves have done much to
alabilize the price of wheat flour,

There met In Washington recently 126 |

representative millers, who gave their
unqualified support te the Govern-
ment and willingly undertook the task
of keeplng flour prices and thelr own,
personal profita down to a minimum.

Muny of the hrokers and the middle-
men practically abandoned their own
bmieines=es In order 1o serve the na-
tion. Much has been sald from thme
to time, and deservedly, of the self-
surrifice of Herbort Hoover, ths Ad-
minlstrator, who abandoned an enor-
mously luerative business as a mining
promoter and engineering expert in
order to serve starving Belglum, He
olitalned Inrge quantitirs of grain In
this country for the upe of the Hel-
Elans and hecame, in . way, & broker,
nnd lately has been accused on the
flonr of Congress of creating a corner
In wheat, nlbeit he did 1t in the cause
of humanity.

The status of Jullus Barnes, the ex-
ecutive head of the Graln Corporation,

{and the president by title, Is ns strik-
ing as that of Mr. Hoover,

He was
for yenrs a leading dealer in cash
wheat. whose operatlons both {n the
American and the Canadian graine
amounted to many millions of bushels
year. Hia Interest extended to
many aections of the Northwest, and
ut the present time he could have re.
joleed In both financlal geed t!me and
harvest. Only a few months ago he
had contracted to buy some 10,000,000
bushels of wheat In Canada, when
the order came commandeering the
crop at such a date for the British
army. The slump was startling, Mr,
Harnes could have compelled dellvery
to him of wheat which would have
given him a profit of about §1,000,000,
and yet he took what was contracted
for at the rate which was asked on
the day before the official order was
Issued, He gave his services without

ciate of Mr, Hoover, and when the
Graln Corporation was Incorporated
he was asked to take charge of Ita
operations,

His attitude as a dealer and the po-
sitlon of the great milling fnterests
show that from a business polnt of
view the interesta of the country and
those of our allles are In good hands.

Although the Grain Corporation haa
in recent months been acting under
the acgls of the food administration in
Washington, {t Is now settled in New
York. It has taken §,000 square feet
of space on the seventeenth floor of
42 Broadway, and hus called Inlo ser-
vice a piatoon of clerks and account-
ante. The malin ofce, which will also
give much of Its time to the appor-
tioning of fond to the Allles, is there,
and from it, under the persopal direc-
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* LAKES

| tion of Mr. Barnes, will go instructlona

to the other agencles establlshed in
certain zones, which have temporarily
| bren assigned. The other agenc.es are
Eituated in Phiindelphia. Buffalo, Du-
Juth, Minueapolis, Omaha, Chirngo, 8t
Louls, Kansns Clty, Baltmore, New
Orlenns, Galveston, §nan Franciseo and
Fortland, Gre. At these points and at
terminals agentz will be stationed who
will be Instructed to buy in the wheat,
and It is expected that they will have
Nttle difficuity in Inducing the farmer
to well at the estuhlished Agures.

The Government does not recognize
futures in any of lta operations. The
| price of whent will be 8o stabillzed that
|the cereal will be dellvered only ot
| points in the region where It was pro-
duced. There will be no such thing as
shipping wheat from one city or centra
||n another in order to grt the benefit
{of a speculative price in that reglon.
| The dealing in futures s not on the
Government calendar |

Among thoss who have especlally |
studied the operations of the new cor-
| poration is Richard A. Clayhrook, the |
{ preaideny of the New York Produce
Exchange, who recently appeared with
other prominent graln cxperts at a
hearing held under the direction of |
the food adminigtrator.

“One of the features of the new
programme,” said Mr. Claybrook, “and
one which I think will commend [tself
to every one, is thar grain will not be
carried from one wheat producing sec-
tion to another merely for the purpose ‘
of getting an enhanced price. The
wheat will be milled as near as possi- |
his to the place where L was grown,
Tha mills, being under Government
license, will naturally be subject to
strict supervision, and there will be
very close estimates made nm to the
actual econst of milliing. Thess costs
depend, of course, upon the eMelency
of plants and upon the methods em-
ployed.

“The corporation will charge 1 per|
cent, on all purchases made direct|
from the farmer. It will also expect to
get a little higher price from neutral|
natlons for the wheat than it will get|
from the Allles. At present thero Is al
wheat export corporatlon In this clty
which handles a Inrge volume of husi-
ness for the French and the Eritlsh
Governmenta, Our new corporation

representing the Allies, |

“Thea hrokers and dealers whn ars |
now doing business will be affected]
conslderably by the change, but as rar|
as I oan sea they are all taking up

and there they will add in the acquisi-

A ©uUnserwoed fo Undermood.

will probably deal with the cnrporntlun'

thelr burdens in a patriotic spirit. Hemi

~

tion of wheat. It is not the lntrmlonl
of the corporntion, n= far ns I can ‘-“’ﬂl.
to tuke over ansthing for thoe pr-ﬁ'ent
nt least but the hondling of the wheat. |
Buome of the legislation refers to ryae, |
but that graln 18 not lkely to b"l.
bought by the Government agencles, |
The dealer and broker meanwhile
will hiwve an opportunity to earn com-
missions in the purchase of whent,
oatls, corn and other gralna. These men
Wil have extensive connections and fa-
cilities: and the Government will no
doubt find their services very useful,!
They should have an opportunity of
doineg business along the lines ulth!
which they nra so thoroughly familiar, |
The griain brokers will huve the chance |
to make small eceominissions on the |
graln while adding the administration
in the collection of the cereal.
"Distributers of flour will not he re-
quired to take out a license, nor will|

| thelr prices be fixed by the corporation.

They will, however, have ta do busi-
ness on o small margin of profit over|
nctunl expenses, Hut 1 think competi-
tlon among them will keep the prices|
down to n fair basls, * |

“Wo were nll deeply Impressed hy !
the spirlt of patrelotism and self-abne. |
gntlon shown by Mr. Hoover and all|
his sEsocintes and assistants, Without |
compeneatlon they are glving thelr|
gervices out of thelr desire to serve the

people of this country and all our:
Allles, |
“1 fesl, therefore, that every man

engaged in the food business in this
country should gain inspiration from |
thosa officials and be only too glad oti
the opportunity of coopernting w!l.h|
them, |

"1t is the aim of the Food Adminis- |

{iratlon to disturh the business In fnod|

products as little as possible.  1Un- |
der no eclrcumstances will speculative
profits or profitecring be permitted.
There will, of course, be some men
whose businesa will he scrlously af-
fected, If not completely wiped out,
by the change. Wheat exportera, for
instance, will not be nhle to continue
At all, for the reason that all deal-
Ings In that grain come under the Juris-
diction of the new corporation. They
can only hope to develop businesa
In other ecereals, acting under a Gov-
crnment permit, but without restric-
tions as to their activities,

“It weems to me that this loss of
husiness eannot he avolded and must
therefore be accepted for the good of
the cause,

“"The plans of the committes If suc-
cessfully carrled out—annd T xee no

anada's Draft May Liven
Dull Habitants to Heroism

wic
pressed iteelf In dlvers wayvs on

C conscription, on nationalism,

and on the whole mass of war propa-
ganda.

French Cannda has ex-) ®table plots, men and women shoulder |

to shoulder, Indifferent, under their
wide brimmed straw  hats, to the
scorching heat of the sun and the tor-
turing buzz of the mosquitoes and

On Sunday comes the blg eveat of
| the week, Then monsicur puts on &
clean shirt and ‘makes a part in his
hair; madame dons her black stuff
| dress and “les petits” are scrubbed

It has been Interviewed and | hlack fies which In the spring and | and polished: and the entire family

reinterviewed, its opinions have been  “0rly summer make lower Canadian | drives (o church in the hest buck-

sought, and its attitudes analyzed. Tts |
views on self-government or lts protes-
tatlons of loyalty to British legislation |
ara accepied equally as concrete and
‘ndubitable testimony to the working
paychology of lts urban population,
But the raral hody—that greaf mass

of bovine workers of the soll-—has re-
mained strangely sllent. What man-
ner of peopls are thesa reticent and
sun browned peasants, Uving in their|
sun bleached hovels and working thetr
acrea of thick sown graln, hemmed (n
by the protective, plne crowned moun- |
talna and strangely unawares of the
turmoll In Europe and even of the rlots
and rumors of rlots in thelr native city
of Quehec?

And what s thair attitude townrd |
the world war and thelr conceptlon of
the part that French Canada will play
in t?

Physleally, tha habitant of the Que-
bec forest and lake reglons {3 a handy
olean complexioned, but rather under-
slzed Individual, who chews the ranlest
tobacco. makes his breakfasts on
baked beans and cream, and keops the
windows of his house tight shut as an
antl-rheumntiec measure, Mentally
18 rimplo and Ingenuous, a chi!
belng who Is often dull and apat
but to whom wviclousness s unknown

He is a lover of the obvious, The
scariet and blue pontifical rohes In the
pletures with which he sometlines
adorns the walls of his house, the

he

| gilded salnts and Madommas of hHis
native church, the very fHgure of
Monslenr la Cure, sombrely gowned

and walking clreumapectly as he goea
up and down the village strect, are the
Indispensablsa svmhols of his foith,
without which he (s lost and bewll-
dered. Sarcasm and cyniciem in thelr
crudest forms pass him by, bhut let
Jean express his contempt e Hantists
by a hearty slap or a well placed kick
und Plerre, who has been hearing them
argue, will laugh till the tears come.
Taken [n bulk they are a peaple of

extraordinary !gnorance and lack of
enterprise Though surrounded by
wiater, for the huts of the habltants

ara dotted thickly thropgh the luke
country, hardly 0 man—and certalnly
never A4 woman—knows how to swim
ar cares to learn; oceaslonally the chil-
dren or the voung men go out to fich
for n meal, but there 18 no pleasurs in
Eport for Epurt's sake, and 1t is not
usual to find a lake unfished for an
entire season, For the most part they
gpend thelr days working In thelr ves

fult In stublllzing the prices of wheat
and ita products, ellminate epeculation
and glve us lower prices than we
could have hud under the old svstem
of marketing*

Mr. Cluybrook expreased the apinlon
that the other cerenls of which there
was on abundant stora In this coun-
try, especlally caorn, ghould be enough
to bridge over the wants of the Allies

n all directlons, It remalnesd  for
peaple both here and abroad to eat
what was necessary, but to refraln

from all waste,

“The requirements are such” he
added, “that If one took care not to
wiste an ounce of bread miilions of
bushels of wheat could be added to
the stock, Tha wastage of one goml
thick sllce of bread to the loaf, If
everybody made {t, would in the course |
of & yYear amount to a colossnl teure,
The laws against hoarding will be of
thoe greatest benefit in Keeping down
priersand having graln always applied
for the logitimate interests of the poo-
e, The dealers and the milling in-
terests of the country can be counted
upon to do all in thelir power to wid
the food administration and tha Cov-
ernment In conserving the supply of
graln and doing everything In thelr
power to maintain reasonnble prices

"The fact that there nre men who
had the resolution and the frmnpess to
glve advice to the food administrator
which was adverse to thelr own In-
terests and might even put them out
of business furnlshea a good example
of the sepirit in which this work has
been undertaken by ull concerned.”

Bome ldea of the seopes and the per-
sonnel of the Grain Corporation may he
obtalned by looking at the liste of 1t
aoficers and sponsors,  The executive
officers are: Herbert . Hoover, chair-

reason why they should not be—will re-

man; Jullus Barnes, Duluth, Minn

|

outdoor Hfe a veritable hell to the
visitor, There g hread baking, too, In
the squatty brick ovens which stand
near almost svery house, and the bet-
ter to do have the preoccupations of
chicken ralsing and cattle breeding.
Hut even theee practical and ever
recurring problems are met with a

EODORE M.
AlL, PRESIDENT
OF THE AMER. TEL &

TEL. €O.~ONE OF THE
WHEAT PRICE FIXING BOARD.

curfous density of comprehension, a
fallure to do the right thing at the
right time. For instance, a habltant
who ! widely known in one part of
the countryside as a clever and pro-
gressive fellow, who Is making big
mopey on his beef and mutton, not
long ago had a sick calf on hia hands,
The animnl was suffering from some
form of paralvals which for years hna
broken out among the eattle at odd
tnterls, o that every one In famillar
with the svmnptoms. When the news
went arotind that M——'s prize calf
had fallen o victim to the disease a
crowd collected on the fencs surround-
Ing the fie!d whera the animal lny. But
thiey had seen dozens of ani-
mals dia 'n this way, not ona nf the
number knsw of anything which wonld
calf nor could any one
the noture of the dlseass It
contracted.  Milk-—they hold 1t to
be nn antidote to all po'sons in the sya-
trm-—wna tried, two men holding the
ealf, a third prying open its mouth
with & stick nni the fourth pouring in
tha milie—of eoursa without result—
and nftar several hHours the owner of
the ealf reluctantly shot It remarking
thint now he had lost $10.
Profit American Tomrleta.

Bt the slowly inereasing number of

thougt

relleve tha
suzpest

Amerlean famillea who have bullt
camps on the likes, asn well as the
aprinkling of clubhouses through a

vast tract of the northern woods, hna
opened to the habhitant another mourcs
f lvellhood, Thesa establishments
have clotlies to bhe washed, meals to
b ponked, gardens to ba cultivated, s
thit the voung peapls of A family of
itants often hire ont for the rush
n, women doing the house-
annd men gardening,
acrtng ns guldes to
nid hunting parties
» young fellows who hirs out an
¢ Ity time develop Intelligence
and eMelency that plice them above
1 of ths home folk, for they
fre t contact with intalll-
sk gquestions which It
foss L0 ANsWsr oor-
le mntter of wood-
they must thor-
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ident: Gotes W, MoGarrah, New
treasurer; F
City, viees-president; Edwand Cham-
Clhicago, traonspartation director;

Curtis 1L Lindley. 8an  Franciaco,
[ 1; J. W. Ehorthill, York, Neb,
) ry.
wiho will act at the various
1o s e
dward M. Mlesh at St Louls; M H

Hoveor, Portingd, Ore: o7 1B Fox, New
O lenn 1 B Irwin, I"hiladelphia; I
. Ginder, Dulat) Frank 1. Carey,
Minnenpao! Cledirge 8 Jackson, Raltl-
muore: H, B Jackeon, Chicago, Chuarles
Kenneds, Tlaffale: I, AL Lewin, Ban
I'r son, 10 F, Migzel, Rinsan City,
iyl o itles T Nenl, Omahi

Ilore 8 the st of the noted men
whio will sérve on the Wheat J'rice
Mising Commiseion

Harry A Garfield; president of Will-
fams Collews, chidrman: Charles J.
Barretl, Unfon City. Cin, president of
1he Farmers U'nion: Willlam N, Donk,
lonnoke, Vo, vice-president of the
Hrotherhosd of Rollroad Trolnmen:
Ilheene T Funk, Mloomington, I, 1
presidont of the Nutiopal Curn As-
wintion; FEdwgrd I L&A1, Pargn, N,
1n, prespdent of the North Dakotn Ag-
vieultural College; 18 Gosdwyn Rhett,
i" ton, S O, piresdent of ths
i of Commeres of the United

1. W. Shoerthill, Yrk Neb,, |

sovretiry of the Natlonal Council of
Tarmers Coopaerative As=ocintion;
lames W, Sullivan, Brooklyn, N, Y., of
the Amerlean Federallon of Labor; L.
L Mabor, Barnesville, Ohlo, master of
the Ohlp Stide Grans Frank W,
Tivniss hadrman of the Tarllf Comes
nigsion: Thendore N Vidl, president
ol the Amierioan Teleohane and Tole-
sraph Company. and Heney J Waters,

president of Kaneas State Agricultural

| College

. Crowell, Kansas |

| board, raln or shine, heat or cold,

winter and summer. From this
churchgolng the habltunt derivea his
cardinal sociul Impulse, Thers A%

| greetings along the rodd and at the
church gate, and econjectures on the
weather and discussion of the crope.
And sometimes, but rarely, one met
of relatives drives home to dinnet
with another set of relntives, to spend

the long afternoon rocking on the
erazy porch or sitting stoleally around.
the stove,

But In spite of this ignoranes,
from which It seems that all thefr
faults spring, they are a  lovable
and interesting people, habit riddeny

grounded on the sure but barren rock
of precedent and routine, yet simple,
kindly to ench other and to sirangers,
clean minded and temporate, One
never hears of any revolting erlminsl
acts =uch na are xo common among
other Latin people of the lower type:
the French (Cane im sumantia
sane and gound, pure in hls motives
and his conduct; drunknennes s very
rare and 15 looked npon with disgust,
and contempt,

No doubt the priests have mueh th
do with the habitant's trend of cons
duct; they nre nll-powerfil, and ceps
tainly there s an element of trephdas
ton In the French Canadinn's religlon,
But It |s not fear clther of priests or
of higher Judgment that keeps the
habitant elenn in his conduct, simple
hearted and sound. Tt Is hecause these
things are the enxsentinle of his char-
acter, the determinative factora In hl.!
makeup

nn

s

Thelr Outlvok on the War.

How, then, han the call to arms hern
recelved among theso people?

Ome would hardly expect a wavy of
patriotism to submerge a community
whose Interests seldom travel further
abroad than the split rall fences thut
hedge In thelr crops of wheat ‘and
rye, ‘The war attitude nf the Freneh
Canadian peasant Is ona «f dense jg=
' norance tempered hy a sense of sullen
| apprehension which grows I\n propor-
| tlon as the talk about conseription
| grows. While there I8 n veryv general
i wentiment of hnte and fenr toward the
| German people nnd & confueed noe
| tlon of the havoo wrought by them
on the high seas, thers geeme to he

of the war's

no clear understanding
Initial causes and only a very hnny
conception of the Allles’ part In I,

‘The sanss of responsihility for them-
selves, subjects nf the Dominion, s
practically nil French Canadinn
versus English ‘anadian antipathy fe
ap old atory: but the reason for
Quaebec's slump {# not to he found
|Ih-n except poasihly In part. The de-
fection of rural Quebac hns its roots
In the fact that the vast majority of
the peasant popnlation s unenter-
| priming and untaught, Of course thew
| know that the war {». and they have
been told that they will have to send
their young men across the water—
|lhu miuch the carual visitor, on fishing
or on blg game hent, and the papers
that arrive demiltor{lv from tha cities
and large towns and thnt are read hy
those who can read to those who can-
not have communicated, ;

Sometimes thess reafingn take place
In the village store. Mansieur Benolt,
tha ahopkeaper iwho haa in soma far
distant past worked ag a lumberiack
In tha “Ktates"), sitting nstride & bar-
rel of flour, paper In Rand and impart-
ing what newn thers § ' an {nterestad
semicircla whosm onls interruptions
(are hoarss clearings of the risesad and
resanant ejactions of tobacco fules.
BEometimea Louia driving his beets
and squash te the market, pulls up
bewide Victor, who is repairing his
femes whera thea hlack tull broks
through last evening, and reports te
him what he has learnad from Philip
I Frenler, who has been visiting hia
|married Aaughter at Jolletts, whaers
they get a paper everv day,

“Tiens, mon gar, rttendez-vons!™

But Victor shrugs lis red flannel
rhnulders and goes passively back to
his fence, whila Louis rattles off in &
lelond af dust: nnd conscription and its
lenforcement recede ance more into the
dimness of Improhahle svents,

| Beginning to Wake Up.

Put now that the rumors of forced
recrulting are becoming Inalstent thers
s & good deal of headshaking and
Il'm'nn caloulating as to whose age will
il-rlm: him within the dowdly zone of
fyears; the hahitant is Legmning to be
| puzeled  wliich menns that he in bes
| RInning to fod]l himself diroctly cone
feerned with the fate and the poliey of
the nation, Whers a yvear agn his ex-
« wiar was limited to she
statement that Allemagnes” could

Y

fnot very well Invade Quelse, he now
shakes b hoad and tells vou that
these fim wrd times, that flour and
Lelee Bave pisen sand that the Widow
Champne i\ hnve tn send thres
RONs to war Wwhen the soldiers coma
for them
Just what shoewing rural French
| Canadin will muke o the strugele to
| come; fust whit proportion of hee
Ik of sl 8 jenovance and what
four: Ju Bow In th dtlmite lasus
she will acauit b= e questions
that only 1w M s W
But to those who koow the habitant

| well, who jove wd respwet him not
only for whiat he Vit for whit they
{elleve he may Deootne, thiere seemse &
tpossibility that conseription may act
| a8 the driving power wlich will gens
erate those Impalsrs of herolsm and
saerifioe thnt jgeorance and  retro-
| grosston Love all 2ot erushod ot

| The peopleof oo Canidin fought
Tl 1812 el foneht woll, it miv not ha
taking too powy o view of the sitdation
P sugeest thiut 1508 will bring [ts own
QUL of  eodraes  amdl immiointion,
P That 1t will 1tokie 5 sovere ®luking up
It pat mntlon 1 roiny of netlon
ir*\'un the most optimist will |-I'"M|IIY.
roneede.  IPor ot present the habitang
Lise pivifully etaehed sl uninformed;
he glonees ot the vuthless ureind and
| motion of cvents (o the onter world
{with sometline af the same dumb pas-
sivity  wit wh hie pesrs out at s
Wi thnt rittlex past his garden
plot

| Nittine the abinr of hig house In
the level vive off the evening sun.
smaking his vlay plpe and tigurng o

the potanta blight there comes to ht
na echo of the world's ennvulsion—ths
roar of the Ypres, Monsa, the thunder
of the Marne.

|
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