
Asquith's First Interview
Discusses World Peace

'Ex-Premi- er in Only Talk to Newspaper Men Outlines
What Civilization Is Fighting For and How Its

: Fruits May Be Saved for' Posterity
Br EDWARD MARSHALL.

4 TT Is clear that If the peace which
tins become the Drat Interest

A of a bleeding and devastated
(.world Is to bo something more than a

breathing space or a passing Interlude
we cannot be content with a mero re-

painting of tho map. Nor 'must our
reconstruction concern Europe alone.

v ".We must aim at setting up a world-erld- e

peace partnership, of which all
'' tha civilised communities will be mem- -

hers on a level footing, with equal
rights' and reciprocal duties."

The speaker was the Right Hon.
H. K. Asqulth, one of the six or eight
siost striking flgurefln modern British

f history, and with these words he struck
vthe keynote of the first interview he
arer gave to an American or any other

..correspondent In the course of his long
and eventful public career.

It has been a career profound In its
effect upon humanity. Perhaps I may
be charged with making strange link
Inge, but I do cot hesitate to say that

'" British modem history has revealed
'thrce grand old men, although but one,
Gladstone, was lovingly given that

- title- - by the British public and the
British press.

The two others, Lloyd George and
"Mr. Asqulth, popularly aro regarded
,'rtlrtr aa Opponents than as

copartners in the making of
history of these stirring days,

.but whether or not they havo
'Wished to be copartners, whether or
not they have Intended to work to-
gether, the fact certainly remains that
while what Lloyd George has accom-
plished could not have been acconv--pltshe-

by Mr. Asqulth, it Is equally
true that Lloyd George never could
have accomplished It had he had a less
astute, less public spirited, less

ed predecessor 'than Mr. Asqulth
M the great office of Premier of Great
Britain.

It Is probable that to Lloyd George
may be given the greater portion of
the credit for the final act of winning
the war. It Is Improbable that any
General, even Joffre himself, will bo
uccorded so great a meed of praise by
the history which will be written In

'the decade immediately following the
war; but I predict that later on, when
history settles down to facts, devoid of

'political and personal prejudice, the
major portion of those writing authori-
tatively about the great battle against
horror for civilization will admit that
while "L. G.," as the whole British na-
tion now calls him, be It spoken In af-
fection or otherwise, built marvellously,
he could not have built so well had he
not had the foundation laid by the

genius, II. H. Asqulth, usually
in England, be it spoken in true lovo
or by an enemy, now called nothing
other than "Old 'Squlth."

,

A Power In England,
To-da- y he Is officially merely a

member of the House of Commons, but
really unquestionably he Is the most
powerful man In England save Lloyd
George. He may bo Prime Minister
again befere he dies, and It Is more

''than probable. It Is practically certain,
1 that his subtle and sagacious mind au- -

tomatlcally will make him Britain's
"'chief representative at the peace table
after the war ends. Most of the think-
ing Englishmen with whom I have
discussed this vitally Important matter
say that no two men could take charge
of Britain's case better than Mr. As-
qulth and Sir Edward Grey.

He la a firm believer In and a vast
admirer of the United Btates, His mes-
sage to America at the time we came
Into the war was probably the most
eloquent of all the splendid messages
that throbbed across the wires at that
momentous time. It Is not lmprobablo
that, more than any man In Europe, his
thought was and had been In con- -
sonance with that of President Wilson.

And this takes us fairly to the In

THE REAL
By H. N. HIGiNBOTHAM.
AM Impelled by your full page

I Illustrated article on Lincoln and
the artist's representation of him

to be given to a nation that believed
in and sympathized with him and that
desires to honor and perpetuate his

''memory, to give you and the public
my views.

I was born In Illinois In 18SS and
have always been a resident of that
State. I knew Lincoln, not Intimately,
but well. I saw and heard him speak

(
. frequently during the years next pre-- i

ceding tho civil war. I knew him be-

fore he was a candidate for the Presi-
dency and bust during the contest be-

tween him and Douglas for the
It Is, I think, well unde-

rstood that the contest between these
' two great men was the stepping stone

to the Presidency for Lincoln and gave
him to the nation and the world us one
of Its foremost noble and heroic char-
acters.

j I knew him law as President, and I
am the only person living that was
present on '.iie occasion of tho first
meeting between Lincoln and Gen. U. 8.

r Grant. This meeting took place in the
-- White House on the evening of the

tth of March, 1864, when Gen. Grant
came to Washington escorted by Con-
gressman H. B. Wnshburne to receive
his commission aa Lluutenunt-Qenera- l,

Those present on that occasion were
Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln, Gen. Grant, E.
B. Washburne, Mr. and Mrs, B. K.
James und myself. We were all from
Illinois, and as I said before I am the

nly one of the number now living.
In Jlarprr's Wcrktv published at

that time was a full page Illustration
of the presentation of the commission
by President Lincoln In the presence
of the members of the Cabinet on the
day following the first meeting. The
presentation took place at the Capitol.
It may not be generally known, hut
Gen.. flh-a- was the first to enjoy the

terview, which, after nil, has more au-

thority than that of a mere Interview,
for most of it lies on my desk written
In Mr. Asquith's own minute and dif-

ficult chlrography In answer to my
questions as worked out during sev-

eral meetings.

Alms of the Kntente.
"The accession of America to the

allied cause Is a landmark In his-
tory," Mr. Asqulth anld. "The war
was not only not of the Allies' seeking
but they were drawn, or rather driven,
Into It to vindicate the public law of
Europe, to maintain the sanctity of
treaties .'and to repel the wanton and
aggressive Invasion by Germany and
Austria of territory to which they had
not oven the pretence of any moral
title.

"As the contest developed other
Issues not less grave and equally .vital
to the permanent Interests of civilisa-
tion were seen to be Involved. The
German methods of warfare, both on
land and sea, setting back the clock
to where It stood In the darkest cen-
turies, became a dally affront to the
common conscience 'of mankind.

'There were, It is true, still lurking
doubts In Homo quarters, otherwise
both friendly and farseelng, as to the
ulterior Intentions In the event of a
German defeat of some, at any rate,
of the Allies. In particular there were'
suspicions that the rulers of the
secular autocracy In Russia might not
be In full accord of purpose and spirit
with the three great western democ-
racies of Europe, France, Italy and
the United Kingdom.

"As far back as November, 1914, In
the early months of the war, speaking
at the Guildhall, I enumerated In con-
crete and unambiguous terms the ob-

jects for which we were fighting.
Those objects the recovery by Bel-glu-

(anil at a Inter date I added
Serbia) of what she had" been com-
pelled to sacrifice, the security of
France, the placing upon an unassail-
able foundation of the rights of the
smaller nationalities, the destruction
not of Germany, or the German people
but of the military domination of
Prussia, which is their curse, as It lias
become the curse of Europe and tho
world these were and still aro the
purposes for which we have spent and
arc spending freely and without stint
the best blood of the allied peoples.

Wrongs to Be lllschtrd.
"They are none of them selfleh ob-

jects. Thero Is not the slightest taint
of an aggressive or even a vindictive
purpose In any one of them. Tliei:
common aim Is enfranchisement,

compensation for past and pre-
vention of future International crimes.

"Meanwhile the Czardom has disap-
peared almost In the twinkling of an
eye. It Is Indeed from Russia that
the formula (wherever If was In-

vented) of Jno annexation and no In-

demnities' has of late been most loudly
proclaimed. As Is the case with so
many other generalities, it Is excellent
or misleading according to the sense
In which Its terms are interpreted
and understood.

"We should be stultifying all our
professions and throwing away the
Incalculable sacrifices which we have
made If we were to submit to a

peace which left Franco still
despoiled and Italy as a nation still
truncated and lncompleto: which did
not curtail the Turk's powers and op-
portunities of mlsgovernmcnt; which
did not provide for an emancipated
and restored Belgium, for an enlarged
and autonomous Serbia, for the cre-
ation In Poland, the prey In the past
of dynastic and military ambitions, of
a united and Mate, and
for the free and Becuro development
of Rumania and of the southeastern
Steve.

"These are Illustrations, all of them
Involving compensation or rectifica-
tion of boundaries or both. They do
not profess to exhaust the Indespensa-bl- e

material safeguards against the re-

currence of tho dangers which have
come so near to drowning the civilized
world. They do not Imply any

'Imperialistic' objective, such as
animated the dismemberment of

LINCOLN
full rank of Lieutenant-Gener- al after
Washington, Gen. Wlnfleld Scott hav-
ing received it by brevet.

I was engaged In the Quartermas-
ter's Department at this time and was
on duty In Knoxvllle, Tenn., and had
been sent to Washington to confer
with the Quartermaster-Genera- l, M. C.
Meigs, This visit gave me opportunity
to see Lincoln under conditions vastly
different from those where I had seen
him In Illinois. He was, however, tho
same Lincoln that I had known.

If there wan a change It was that
he seemed shrunken In stature. He
was, however, both In manner and
dress quite. In keeping with his exalted
station. He was at ease and well
poised, nothing in his manner, dress
or speech that even suggested awk-
wardness or that awful pose given
him by the sculptor. He had indelibly
stamped on his features more than a
suggestion of nobility. There was
clearly outlined and defined those
characteristics that made him famous

that made him the savior of his
country and the liberator of a race
from bondage. It seems to me that
any representation of Lincoln should
at least aim tp show him as teeming
with, and in 'fact overflowing with,
those qualities and characteristics that
he was known to possess.

On the contrary, the urtlst has gone
far back to his early life and has
sought to represent him even more
than he could have been under the
most adverse circumstances. The
statue Is what the artist seemingly
Intended It to be a splendid, a mag- -
nincent misrepresentation of Abra-
ham Lincoln In the Inter years of his
life and he has given us what he
conceived him to have been back In
Kentucky before ho had found himself.
Ah evidence of this It Is stated that
he went to Kentucky and found a
man who was and always had been
a rail splitter and nothing else and
gives It as Lincoln,

Those of us who knew him cannot
aceVpt such a substitute.

Poland and the annexation by Ger-
many of Alsace-Lorrain- e. They can
be pursued with clean hands and a
clear conscience by the democracies
of the world. For Indeed their achieve-
ment has become one of tho condi-
tions precedent to tho assured and
fruitful future of democracy Itself.

"But these geographical and eth-
nological redistributions and material
compensations, necessary as they have
become, do but clear the road to the
attainment of an end which Is of
supreme Importance not only to the
nationalities of Europe but to all
civilized mankind. It Is here that the
appeal comes In, not merely to the
sentiments and the sympathies but
to the direct and permanent Interests
of the United States.

"John Bright once said that he was
not prepared to make his country the
knight errant of the world. And In
these days when social and Industrial
problems are both more complex and
more clamorous than ever before no
great community can afford to spend
Its time and energy in seeking out
occasions for chivalrous adventure.

Remaking the World.
"What, then, is the cause which

summons to its bunner with an im-
perious call the free democracies of
both hemispheres?

"It Is a cause which, if It triumphs,
will bring about the reconstruction
on a stable and enduring basis of the
whole system of the relationship of,
states.

"The development during the last
two generations ( of European arma-
ments was due to a combination of
causes, political and economic, which
It Is not my present purpose to ana-
lyze. Some of the International grou-
ping which resulted were undoubtedly
of a very artificial kind, i History
shows that both the animosities and
the friendships between the nations,
even those which appear to be the
most deep rooted and Immovable, arc
npt to be short lived.

"In a past which Is not very re-

mote jt seemed us though the hered-
itary enmity between Great Britain
Hnd France was to be a fixed point In
European politics. Within our own
memory thero have been times when
most men would have scoffed at the
Idea of un alliance between Great
Britain and Russia. On the other
Hand, the bonds which recently united
Italy with the two Central Empires
In the Triple Alliance were through-
out both slender and brittle. Turkey
has been In turn the enemy and the
ally of almost all the great Christian
Pow ers.

"Hut the recent groupings; of tho Eu-
ropean states wus not only more or
less accidental: It was, as the course
of events proved, In the highest de-
gree prvcurlous. For the best part of
ten years it was the ceaseless and suc-
cessful preoccupation of Sir Edward
Grey, as shock followed shock, to
maintain the tottering equilibrium,
to circumscribe and localize disputes,
and to postpone tho outburst of tho
always hovering, often lowering,
storm clouds. That policy he pur-
sued to the end, nml it was through
no fault of his that In July, 1914, when
tho quarrel between Austria and
Serbia became acute, the great Pow-
ers as a whole were not allowed to
play tho part of Impartial arbiters.

"Such a state of International re-
lations, without nny solid foundation.
ethical or political, was bound by its
vcy luawtumty lu rutjuuiaie uuvai aim
military activity. No one felt secure,
and one has only to read over again
the debates nt The Hague conference
to realize how impracticable. In the
clrcumstnnces of the time, was even (

me tentative ana ncDuious pacinsm or
tho Czar.

America's Part.
"The storm broke, as sooner or later

It was 1 exand to do. The great war
has not tally falsified most of the fore-
casts of tho experts and the prophets,
but In its sacrifices and Us horrors it
hus surpassed the blackest experience
of the worst imagination of mankind.

"The first thing needed Is without
doubt not a reestablish ment of the
balance of power but the removal of
one of the chief of the chronic causes
or unsettlement by the emancipation
and .regrouping of subject peoples In
accordance with their aspirations and
Interests. This would go a long way
to heal the festering sores which
Europe has Inherited from dynastic
ambitions, from diplomatic chicane,
from military rapacity.

"But It Is clear that If tho peace,
which has become the first Interest of
a bleeding and devastated world, Is to
be something more than a breathing
space or a passing interlude we can-
not be content with a mero repaint-
ing of tho map. Nor must our re-

construction concern Europe alone.
As President Wilson said In his mes-
sage to the Henato on the 22d of Jan-
uary last: 'No covenant of coopera-
tive peace that does not Includo the
peoples of the New World can suffice
to keep the future safe against war.'

"We must aim at setting up a
worldwide peace partnership, of which
all the civilized communities will be
members on a level footing, with equal
rights ahd reciprocal duties.

"The wanton recourse to the use of
force by one nation against another
must be guarded against and In time
superseded byacommon agreement to
submit disputes to the common Judg-
ment, and In case of need to unite the
strength of all by appropriate means
In order to give effect to the common
will.

"Subject to these condition1! each
country must possess absolute, free-
dom to pursue at home, In accordance
with the wishes of Its own people, Its
own ideals of

"To the attainment, even gradual
and partial, of such n reconstruction
there Is a preliminary step the mere
mention of which would only four
years ago have Insured for Its advo-
cate the contempt of 'practical' men,
but which through tho terrific and Ir-

reparable desolation of war as we have
learned to know It has now (as I said
In Its early weeks at Dublin on Sep-
tember 2B, 1914) 'come within the
range' and before long 'will coma
within the grasp' of the world's states-
manship.

"That step is the progressive lllta--
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tlon of armaments. These changes, ,

which Involvo the 'definite repudiation
of militarism as tho governing fuctor
In the relation of States,' will not bo force incarnate, fiercely loved and
brought about by a stroke of tho pen fiercely hated; perhaps even more un-o- r

by an avalanche of rhetoric. common the Woodrow Wilson type.

Partnership of .Vntlono.
"They will Involve tho creation ol

that which must be In tho first in- -
stance u tentative anil rla-stl- c ma- -
chlnery and sjstem of procedure
Judicial, consultative and executive, j

They must aim from the beginning nt
something more than tho negative
functions of policing the world and
preventing breaches of the peace; at
nothing less than 'a partnership of
the nations In the joint pursuit of a
freer and fuller life for the countless
millions who by their efforts and
their sacrifices, generation uftcr gen-

eration, maintain the progrehs nud en-
rich tho Inheritance of humanity.'
(Speech at Queen's Hall, August 4,
1916.)

"Canning In n famous and vain-
glorious phrase toasted that he had
called In tho New World to redress
the balance of tho Old. The New
World la summoned now, not by an
extraneous voice, but by Its own con-
science und its own best ideals, to a
higher and more arduous task.

"Only a few weeks ago the streets
Of London were crowded with sympa-
thetic and admiring specta'ors of tho
march ist of a splendid American de-

tachment of the force on lta wuy to
the western front. While wo salute
your soldiers with gratitude and en-

thusiasm as fellow fighters in the war
of liberty we hall them ulso "ns
pioneers of the great partnership
which will associate America and our-
selves In the creation of a new future
for mankind."

In order that the significance and
Importance of theso utterances should
be appreciated at their full value Mr.
Asquith's personality and his place In
Engllhh public Ufo should be under-
stood. Mr. Asqulth Is the same,
whether he is holding his hearers
spellbound In" the House of Commons,
sitting nt the council table at 10
Downing street weighing and decldleiu
matters which may affect tho welfare
of uncounted millions, reading in the
simple study of his prim old man!on,
or In the centre of one of those family
luncheon parties which so delight him
and to their few guests aro such a
privilege.

Now and then there comes a leader

CAMOUFLAGE
AMOUFLAOE In the home." or"C tho elimination of household

uglles, by which cheerfulness
Instead of depression is diffused, is one
of tho principal prescriptions advo-
cated and given by a New York physi-
cian. His plan, he believes, acts In a
more stimulating manner than many
drugs, besides having the advantage
of being without a reaction.

"Chuck the old Junk," Is his way of
explaining his method, "Get rid of the
superannuated furniture, pictures or
ornamontal abominations. They net
as u poison n many cases on persons
who do not know what Is wrong with
them.

"Some patients I have attended had
Imaginary Ills and were only suffering
from their surroundings. Dark days
made the Impression more vivid. In
cases of illness I have had tho pa-

tients removed from one room to un- -
other Just because of the cold, formal
and gloomy atmosphere In which they
were lying.

"In one room In which a woman was
seriously ill was a picture near her
bed that could not help having n ten-
dency to lower her vitality and powers
of resistance, The picture's title, The
Last Hour,' gives an Idea of Us nature.
I hnd the womnn removed from the
baneful lntluenco of 'The Last Hour'
and she Immediately legan to show
Improvement. Of course the dismal
mahogany bed and furniture had some
affect too, as It always does.

"How many times have you gone

r HERBERT
HENRY

I

i'ASOU

like George Washington, for whom I

his followers feel a respect akin to
nwe; once has arisen u Roosevelt.

culm, Intellectual, perhaps more con
sclous of his place In and his duties
to the history which will ba written In
tho books n the next generation than
of lfls place and duties to the history ,

which Is being written In the news-- j
papers of Ms own time, and there- -
fore prone to take Incredible chances
of Irremediable error If his Judgment
chances to be wrong a man who.
nervous us lie may jnake tho enlookcr i

with a quicker sight anfl more red
corpuscles, Is likely to do tho right
thing In the end after, by a slow
process of education, he has forced a
vast majority to get liehlnd him where
a smaller man might have or might'
no't havo done us well.

"Wult nml See" III Motto.
Mr. Asqulth Is of the Wilson type.

His most famous phrase is "wait and
'see," as that of Woodrow Wilson is
"watchful waiting." Both did their
best by tho great countries which had
trusted them by following the policies
which their pet phrases Indicated.

There are thos.o on either side who
did not think It really wns the best
which might have been accomplished, '

but none will deny that it was cer- -
talnly the best these men could do.
There it un nmazlng similarity bo- -
tween the mental processes of Wood- -

row Wilson and those ot.II, H. As -
qulth, n similarity almost us great as
the dissimilarity between their per-
sonalities.

Mr. Asquith's waiting was of a
somewhat different character. He re-

fused hurriedly to indorse probably
efficient policies, und !n the Judgment
of some Englishmen lost opportunities
thereby, But both men, with their wult- -
ing or in eplto of It, have well done
that which they eventually havo done
If Mr. Wilson's waiting prolonged this
war's Incredible slaughter none ever
will nlllrm that he intentionally pro-

moted tho tremendous tragedy; If Mr.
Asquith's "wait anil Hfo" delayed any
detail of Britain's willing struggle in
tho great cause of humanity he never
will be held a guilty man by history

They say of him that his policy had
far too much of waiting and seclnc In
11; but those with wide, deep nitnd'
arc beginning to admit that very likely
u good deal of both wait ncc'b.'ury.

IN THE HOME
Into a friend's homo for a pleasant

con-yo-

been

places being kept only for
company."

Many homes, tho doctor out.
havo of old stuff which for

of persons
havo been married long

persons part with nny-thin-

they aro tho very ones
falling Is

by unconscious of the
hideous household

old time pictures nre especially
depressing. In days when the peo-
ple were singing "Tho Ship That

Returned," Is the Cra-
dle, Baby's similar songs
the walls with "Grant's

"Garfield's Death," "The
from Moscow," many other

pictures historically correct
frtun cheering.

rooms of the older
homes been used for storing all

that been accumulated
In Furniture that frowns nt
ono by day groans ono by night

be more pleasing guest.lf
It Jeer ejVico whllo,

Much of tho waiting the
has good results.

I know people familiar with
psycholoKy Britain who shudder
the thought what might havo
curred had matters been
rapidly. They and to their
own satisfaction pinve that
l especially a virtue In a htnte.Miian's

that It Is that quality
which has doti. ino.-.- t t.i make Mr.
Asqulth .1 pre-n-t Always he ha
flirurcd that It Is better to bo Mow
than to be wrons.

IIh n tor
Ill his cn.e this strong characteristic

Is notably combined with Immense
general sagacity, ami as every Jour-
nalist who has come into direct con-
tact with htm knows, an
nary personal It would bo
Impossible to find two men offering a
greater contrast of than
Lloyd (leorKo Mr. Asqulth. I
have said that the litter frequently
Is called "Old 'Squlth," I may say
of tho that mine wit 1ms said
that while Mr. Asqulth'M motto is
"Wait see," that of Lloyd
Is "Never wait cannot see." So
the case Is nip and tuck perhaps.

H. H, a tremendous
passion fur freedom. That Is tho only
way to tell it. And he has as well as
great a passion for Justice Justice to
every Individual as well as Justice to
the mnss. That Is where a friend of

j mine from the United States declares
that he moet widely differs from tho

i average American, lie Is n man
rather of passions than of onthuslams,
which perhaps Is to bo expected In
one with his vast Intellectual con
tempt for tho pusher,

Probably Mr. Asqulth has done more
than any one In Britain to prove
superiority of tho power brain over
mat or ana weaitn, m. tiattle

' made many enemies Mayfalr,
speaking generally It made friends

for htm. He did not become tlin cham-
pion of the h'ol the mob; he
became the champion of constructive
thinker.", whether rich or poor, de-

claring that best democracy must
be the democracy rather
of numbers.

He in and always been dlsdaln- -
ful of both applause and criticism.
In his own mind he decides that

.which' ho believes bo
then he goes

Ono of his groat assets is the perfect
trust which the labor elements
Britain have In lilm. If he says he will
do ti thing for labor he will do It, labor
men declaie, and he never will sell
them out In a deal. If he

vice.
With regard to thet change of Gov-

ernment sent lilm out and sent
Lloyd George to tho Premiership. Mr.

'faced by tho nltei native of giving way
to Lloyd George or hnvlng him stump J

tno country Asquith's argument, I

some believe, must have been:
can bo of more tho country
by stepping out than by staying In,
becuuso It I step out my followers will
remain loyal to Government,
whereas If I remain n campaign may
bo conducted which will split the

and necessitate n general election
In the midst of war,"

No ono ever hcarfl Mr. Asqulth
breathe ft word of comment on
tho conduct or tho personality of his
successor.

Mr. Asquith's eni-ee- began nt tho
university, when ho wan president of
the Oxford Union, the famuus debating
society. Ho has sat In the of
Commons since 18S6 ho was born In
1852 as representative for East Fife,
nnd In his long career ho has held
almost every Important Cabinet post.
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How the War Hits
Latin Americans

Financial Condition of Sister Republics
Improving, Though Trade Has Been

Dislocated in Several Instances
7 JOSE F. GODOY.

,T NOUGH time haa elapsed since
tH the United States entered Into

J the European war to make It
possible to ascertain how the partici-
pation of this country In the struggle
haa affected the financial and commer-
cial interests of other nations, espe-

cially the Latin American republics,
which have intimate and cordial rela-

tions with the United States.
In order to obtain authoritative

opinions on the subject, opinions which
will convey to the reader the exact
viewpoint of Latin Americana, state-
ments regarding the present situation
were secured from several of the dip-

lomatic representatives residing In
Washington.

As Senor Ignaclo Calderon, Minister
of Bolivia, Is the Latin American dip-

lomat who has been longest In service
in Washington, his opinion was first
sought. Senor Calderon had Just de-

livered an address before the Southern
Commercial Congress lately convened
In Washington. He penned the follow-
ing:

"The financial and commercial situa-
tion of Bolivia Is very satisfactory at
present, because, although the public
treasury has had a heavy deficit owing
to the decrease In custom house duties,
the people at large are prospering on
account of the high prices obtained
through the exportation of the
various mineral products which are so
abundant In that country.

"The banks have successfully main-
tained their metallic reserves and are
on a solid basis. The Banco de la
Naclon (Bolivian National Bank)
which Is a semi-offici- institution, as
the Government holds more than one-ha- lf

of Its shares, hus been giving half
yearly dividends of six and eight per
cent., and by virtue of the law It will
soon become the only bank of emission.
Bolivia Wants American Capital.

"Bolivia Issued Its first foreign loan
here In the United States, and Us
foreign debt Is comparatively low, as
It does not oven represent 23 per
cent, of Us revenue. The payments
for Interest und amortization have
been effected with scrupulous and
prompt exactness.

"The construction of railway lines
connecting all the leading cities of
the republic was also contracted for
In the United States. There are now
lines built connecting La Paz with
Oruro, an Important mining centre;
with Potosl, well known for Its silver
mines, and with Cochnbnmba, capital
of an extenclvc district, abounding
In all kinds nt agricultural products.

"The lino that Is to connect La Par
with Buenos Ayres. nnd of which only
160 miles remain to be built. Is now
being constructed. This route will
.offer the advantage that It crosses the
greater portion of Bolivia, Peru and
the Argentine Republic without any
inconvenience during the whole year.

"Tho establishment of branches of
banking Institutions und the building
of railways that would cross tho ele-

vated regions of Bolivia and connect
them with the extenslvo eastern dis-

tricts of tho country, which yield
every kind of tropical proeluct, aro
enterprises that would not only afford
profit to American financiers but
would exert a powerful political and
financial influence In favor of the
United States In tho South American
republics.

"Bolivia has always shown a ptef-eren-

In fat'or of American business
men for tho establishment of enter-
prises for colonization purposes and
for tho building of its railways."

Tho next diplomat approached was
the Mexican Ambassador, Senor Ig-
naclo Bonlllns. Though he 1b n com-
paratively recent arrival from his
country, at the same time he Is a
keen observer of events and keeps
himself In constant touch with his
Government. His opinion, therefore,
Is of great weight and importance.
Ambassador Honlllas's statement is as
follows:

Mexico (Ibjert to Beatrice Ions.
"inn situation in Mexico as a con

sequence of the European war con
centrated the foreign commerce of
Mexico almost entirely to trade with
the United States. During the period
beforo tho United States entered the
conflict the financial and commercial
situation in Mexico suffered In part
only ns regards exports to Germany,
chiefly coffeo, tobacco, dye goods and
fodder.

"The entrance of the United States
Into tho war has caused a noteworthy
dislocation In the commerce of Mexico,
not so much as regards exports, which
continue with some regularity, but
chiefly because of restrictions Imposed
by the United States on its export
commerce. While Mexico ships to the
United States petroleum, precious met-
als, copper, zinc, antimony and other
metals Indispensable for the manu-
facture of war materials, and sisal,
hemp, guayule, hides, skins and cattle,
on the other hand the United States
nas greatly restricted the exportation
of nrtlcles of first necessity for Mexico,

PROSPERITY
' i -- nr., nre sale nas ?nn nut nr

recent years tho huge red let- -
piucarus rormcrly seen In

the windows of shops dealing in dry
goods, men's wear, hardware, station-er- y

and clothing calling attention to
phenomenal bargains In goods "slightly
damaged by water and smoke" have
entirely vanished. Their obituary Is
short but enlightening they ceased to
pull.

In their place, for the lure of some-thin- g

for noarly nothing u still ont of
tho strongest advertising cards known
to the small dealer, other placards
with other excuses for the cut prices
havo appeared. The street whose
btores sport the greatest number and
variety of sales Is not tho Bowery or
Rlvlngton street, or one of the crooked
thoroughfnres twisting through Green-wlc- h

Vlllnge, ns ono searcher after the
vanished fire sale discovered. The
street of bargains Is now Nassau street.

and recently ttia exportation of 20',and sliver.
"Under such conditions Mexico la,suffered greatly from the restrictionImposed by the United States, fcr t i,generally thought that there fhou:j

exist complete freedom of commiesbetween the two countries. ,

needs principally to Import from th
United States wheat and flour, cotton
and cotton manufactures, muclilncry
of all kinds, especially agricultural nmlmining machinery, electrolytic copper
Jn the shape of wire nnd cables, mar.
ufactured articles of iron and stte)
railroad materials and rolling stock
and mining exploitation material,

"Mexico would wish that such article j
could be , exported freely from the
United States. Mexico purposes f,
uphold its present prohibitions regard
Ing the exportation of certain article
of first necessity, but It Is entirely
posed not to place nny restrictions on
the exportation of petroleum and It?

sisal, hemp and othr
vegetable and mineral fibre, rubber
guayule, cattle, dye goods, fine woods
and other tropical products peculiar
to Mexico, such as coffee, cocoa, chicle
Ac.

"The general public opinion Is to th
effect that as Mexico has no way of
trading with countries Inimical to Un
United States, and as It Is an adjacent
neighbor of this country, thern Is no
reason whatever for placing In effect
as regards Mexico the embargo which
has boon decreed against European
neutrals."

llondnraa Doing Well.
Owing to the absence of Senor a.

Membrcno, Minister of Honduras, tht
Inquiry made at tho legation of thit
country was answered by Senor H
Camllo Dlax, its Charge d'Affalres ti
Interim. His statement fully cows
the subject and Is as follows:

"With regard to the present (Iran,
clal and commercial situation of Ho-
nduras, I may itato that the war r,u
not affected my country so Injtirlou'b
as other countries of this comment

"Exchange has remained at the
same flguro as before. Tho IlepuV.io
has produced all the necessary fuoj
and other products for its own urcnt
needs, and notwithstanding the tear-cit- y

of maritime transportation r.o

prevailing, Honduras has kept up th
exportation of Its mineral, agricultural
nnd industrial products to the United
States and other countries.

"However, It may bo stated that the
importations havo diminished owlr.s
to the high prices attained by a'.i

kinds of manufactured products."
As giving a fair and well balano-- i

opinion as to the financial and cenv
merclol situation of one of the r
publics In tho Islands of the Carllar
Sea, hero is the statement of the
Charge d'Affalres of Santo Domingo
Senor Luis Galvan:

"When the European war becnn In
1P14 the commerce of the Dominican
Republic suffered greatly becauso all
the tobacco gathered thero was bolr.r
sent to Hamburg und the German
ports were then closed to all foreiirr
commerce. Soon new markets were
obtained for the Dominican Republic,
and thereupon the crisis passed awaj

l lie war had no other effect on the
Dominican Republic. Owing to the
able administration of the rcllltarr
officials the Government of theDomln
lean Republic has attained a notice
ablo development and the finance cf
that country are now on a eound'
basis than over before. Tho repuW
at present enjoys truo prosperity an,
in the very near future It will

an enviable advancement, sine
American capital now has aNolul
confidence and is flowing Into tbi
country n order to develop lis w.
derful natural resources."

JSc an dor 'a situation.
And Anally here Is the statemrr

mode by the Minister of Ecuador
Senor Rafael H. Ellralde, rccardlnf
his country:

"As to the present condition, bot'
financial and commercial, of Kejadoi
I cannot assert that It Is good, oMn,.
to the war, because that has Wn .i
great calumlty for nil countries. r
I cannot say that It is bad

"Ecuador exported in 1916 (prndu
tlon) goods to the value of 3C.1SI ei4
sucrrs. Ecuador imported In 191"
(consumption) goods worth 19.1J7t
sucres. Tho difference, which hni in
creased the national wealth. Is is.SjC
745 sucres.

"The coin circulation ! rO.OCoOu11
sucres. Tho deposits In the
amount to 11,000,000 sucres. Th lr,

dustrial and banking securities nmo-r.-t-

18,210,000 sucres and thorn aro r
mortgage bonds 21,000,000 s.irw,
total of 68,210,000 sucres.

"The monetary unit of Ecuadrr
the sucre, which Is worth about !
penco, or 4S cents In American cn'i

"At present Ecuador ! par
through a crisis in freights. Tfce.t
nre not enough steamers to expr-"- '
Its products. I think tli.it a ln
steamers established between Ne

York and Guayaquil would prove unr
profitable."

The statements presented " ,v"'

article Indicate that the Hnai ' sr
commercial situation of se-i- l 'n
American republics is much l'.r a"''
more encouraging at pr? t i '
could, have been expected.

IN CALAMITY
Prom Mylden AM, where t

passage loses the staid resp- . '

which marked It when It fj rH rt
being at Wall Hreet. to ln-n'- ii.

where It regains Its tobrlds, i"Is a riot of salcF.
The man who found the tire f fl

tlnct, even In this home of f ir'1'
down, counted In one short b'" l r("
which flung out screnmlng p "''' '!

tho following sales: UIsmm ! n.

yearly, selling out, one cent, new p

ngmnent, stock taking, rein. a '
and olng out of business

Tl o majority of the rea i

would liidle.it" that ft nit, ' " ,h '

was upon tho plreet. bu' or"
paid by tha hard hearted " M

who, despite the loudly ' ' ' 1

calamities, remain, Indicate "i
flourishes on catastrophe a

fat on war, dissolution nnd " ul

of business.


