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By JANE STANNARD JOHNSON.!

it and all about it," uld_-
the reporter of Tum SuvN.

Of courss, he was speaking l‘bmxt
the epeclal Baturday morning motion |
picture performances for children, but |
In answer I would say that it sort of |
Eeems to me they did themeelves.
Everything was ready, hete, there and | |
elsewhere, ard all I 414 was to go out |
end put the wheels In motion.

You wee, It's rather odd about chil-
éren and motion pletures. There's al-
raoat everything else In the world
made and prepared at no end of ex-
penese solely for the little ones: but
in motlon plctures the children have
been expected to go to see the same
things their elders see on the screen,
whether (t ia the vampire “vamping”
or the dance hall drinking and danc-
ing, or the feative bachelor party with
iz baller or the falthless husband or
wife, or perchance sweet Mary Pick-
ford, why never offends, But there's
elout ons Mary to a large number of
the other kind.

The more 1 thought about this econ-
ditlon the less loglcal it seemed, for
eil motion pictures aren’t sultable for
childr any more than all books and
vl plays or all ecompanions, nor can
they fever be. Indeed, an afternoon or
eveding film may bt a very undesir.
ehye child companion.

I knew children’s performances had

n tried in varioua

untry, and even in New York, but |

had a desire to try It mynelf. Eo
one day Ingt yvear 1 approached
J. W. Brandon, owner of the Bunrny
Theatre, 147th street and Broadway,
and after much persuasion induced
him to cooperate in trying out the
{dea.

Then T went to the principal of the
nearest school for his cooperation, and
tera the response was most eordlal.
1 lrarned then, and have been learn-
ing ever sinees, that teachers and

uTELL me just how you did|,.

parts of thu.-‘

i

¥ THE MASQUERADER.™

did tho work of caring for the chil-
dren at the theatre on Saturday morn-

Also the Boy Beouts of America
were consulted, and a certain number
uf oy Brouts were detalled to assist
These boys kept the children in line,
acted as urhers and In other ways
were Invaluable,

I needn't go Into all the details of
hnmlllng that first performance, but
It was a huge success. Therecafter
| performances were given every
Baturday for six monthe successfully.

| Also a second theatre further uptown
‘was Interested, and performances were

given there every Saturday for five
months, again the schools and the
mothers affording the cooperation and
the workers.

“But how did you get the chilidren
to come?" asked n caller one day re-
cently. "We tried these performances
in wur neighborhood, and this incl-
dent will tell the whole tale. A mother
prominently active In arranging the
shows took home to her son, age 8,
tickets for a series of six performances.

He looked borud. 'Wh.'r. .Toharry. she
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‘you don't seem o ‘dbe
plul-d about these ticketa' “Well,
mother,' he replied, ‘I've seen birds
untll I know every bird there is, and
I'M seen flowers grow untll I never
| want to ses any more flowers long's
I live, and If you want to sec those
| pletures, all right, but I don't, and

my caller laughed as she finished,
‘And that's the way with most of the
Ichlldm around there. They wen't
come.’ Bhe Jooked to mo for explana-
| ton.
|  "De you think that {s what a chiM
| wants to see when he goes to a ple-
ture show?" 1 countered. My idea is
!that he has a right to expect to see
[- better ahow than his parents sse at
the regular performance, If the thing
Is Yo be aspecially for chil-
dren. The child must be amused and
entertained first, and the education
| must be Imbibed unconaciously. My
lphn is to select the superior fims
Iﬂl'lllnll for children from regular re-
| leases and then make up & programme
of fascinating variety and Interest,
.Jlm long enough—aay scven reels. 1
|pul in patriotic pictures—soldiers and
Il'hn and marching and drilling and
all that sort of thing; also animals,
| traveloguea, scenics, birds, fishes, in-
Idullrills. cartoons, and always the
| feature story. I never heard a child
| say he didn't have a good time at
| thess shows, and hundreds of them
| came every Saturday—that is the an-
| sWer,
| 'The special performance la the only
| method I know of at the present time
| for giving children the right sort of
| pletures, Occaslonally a plcture is pro-

duced that {5 particularly attractive to

| children, “Rebecca of Bunnybrook
| Farm,” for Instance. The grownups
| ike such pictures just as much as
the children, and the producer can
make them profitadbly. But the great
majority of weekly film releases are
far removed from this type. 8o it
becomes necessary to select a pro-|
gramme for the children. The ad-
vantage of the regular Baturday morn-
ing performance Is that mothera have
|a place where they may weekly send
thelr children with the assurance of
Imbibing right ideas and standards In
the film suhjects. Ethically, morally
and culturally the regular Alm per-
formance is quite as Impres-ive and
lasting as any leason learned ool
The love of bheauty ! .ature, In
homes, in all of life's activities; pa-
triotlem, {industry, courage, loyaltly,
honesty, a proper sense of humor—a
thousand and one factors of education
and character bullding are being ab-
sorbed by children at thelr perform-
ances of well selected flims, when seen
| regularly.

The number of children who attend
the special show Is ateadlly increasing,
which means that parents are Increas-
Ingly recognlzing the undeairabllity of
having their children see Alm sulijects
unsuited to thelr years, however In-
teresting these subjects may be to
adults, That the children's morning
makes a considerable d!fference to the
nelghborhood teachers Is certain, yet
the interest at present represents only

"ll| propnrlum of the nubllc lhlt may

LHotel and Restaurant Newsj

KIDDIES

Any progressive wors.

1 belleve It is only a question of time
when every largely populated commu-
nity will have ita regular film per-
formances for children, as much &
matter of course as the adult perform-
ances. Thess will for an Indefinita
time to come be held in the regular
film theatres, as at the present Lime.
Wae occastonally hear talk of l:h]ldrlns
theatres, but that ia a dream which,
while it may ocoasionally be realised. |
cannot enter appreciably Into the |
practical affalrs of the flim industry
until the public thought has attained
greater understanding of children’s
neerds—and education we all know s
a slow process,

The fuct that enough parents are in-

| -

_‘,‘;

THRAR ‘/ ﬁ&!‘»a

wuy

LAY s,i..w\

- .d.& Jred-nt

gg i n..;ounm
terested to make present performances
possible from the theatrs man's view-
point is hopeful and the little idea will
Brow.

Besiden the Bunny there are two
other theatres where I am now giving
thess performances succesasfully and 1
am confident it can be done In any
Inrhml neighborhood where the women
wnant them and are sufficlently inter-
ested to do the work., This applies not
only to New York, but to any city In
the T'nited States.

THE BUNNY THEATRE,

Bessie Love In the Triangle produc-
tion, "The Bister of Six,” will enter-
taln the children at the special per-
formance at the Bunny Theatre, 147th
street and Broadway, on BSBaturday
morning, December 15, under the di-
rection ef Mre. Jane Btannard John-
son. This plcture shows wonderful

Dutwmere Iee Gardens.

Soclety folk are now dancing on lce |
at the Blltmore lee Gardens, where
they can be seen every afternoon
learning all the (ntricacies of figure
and plain skiting under the direction
of competent Instructors. The future |
Lelles und beaux Innusurated the sea- |
gon Saturday morning last while their

enclosed tea gardens and pavillon for
orchestri. Thie lee Gardens are open
every morning and afternoon except
Siandays, Saturday morning 14 for the
exclusive use of the xiddies. Exhibition
skating by Alfred and Sigrid Naess
takes place every day.

nrincipals, and so far as [ have nb—r

jorved all of those Interested in the
ducation and moral training of the |
‘oung, are convinced that the mnunnl

loular principal expressed it, “We
o want the children kept out of the
victure shows at night. Practically
\Jl of them go one, two, three, four,
ive nights,and 1 have one child here
he admits going to ses pictures every
ight In the week. Now, these chil-
ren ocome to school too sleepy to
tudy and their lessons are not well
rmed. More serfous even than this,
hey ses many subjects discussed In
ilm that they should not see, and the
emilt {s their minds are excited and

have learned many new dance steps
and Miss Naess has a number of new
skating costumes which add to her at-
tractiveness. When the daylight wanea
at the Diltmore Ive Gardens electric
ligft are fashed on und skaters purs
sue thelr circular course until it is al-
most dinner time. In fact they”stay
until some folks already are in the
middle of dinner before they feel they
have had enough of the health miving
and delightful exercise,

“Spanish Night" at Falais Royal.

To-morrow night, *Spaniah Night,”
at the Palals Royal promises to be

In additlon to the elaborate revue

The Naecsses .

urothors, composer and pfﬁd\l\‘.’?ﬂ re-'

spectively of “The Land of Joy"; the!
, Bpanish Consul-Genernl, and tho offi-
cial Brazilian war mission, who arrived
here a few days ago.

Her muccess at the Palals Royal has
heen little short of phenomenal. In
uca.rct!} a week she has danced Mer
way into the esteem of all who appre-

mammes and governcsses looked on |ciate the dance as an art. Beform
| The children are @il members of the |Another week ls out all of Broadway
Suturday Morning Skatnz Club lnr]“m' ha singing her pralses and :ap-
clilldren of which . w8 Helen Fogler | Plauding her dances.

s the chaperon. The Blltmore lve = "
Gardens is an outdoor rink, with glass denn Sawrsr's “Iaradise.

Preparations are being completed fur
Ia record crowd on the ocquxion of the
| New Year's Eve festivities in Joan
| Bawyer's “Paradise,” Fifty-ecighth
|street and Columbum Circle. Besides
ithe gala holiday festivities Misa Saw-
yer will appear In several new dances,
| A apecial supper will be served on this
occasion and it is destined to afford
an atmosphere of artistic bohemian-
jam. *“Bunday Nights in Bohemin, ™
under the direction of A, DPaldwin
Bloane, continues to please.

Jusiine Jehmatone Making Pians
for New Year'a Eve.

If it isn't one thing it's another, ac-
cording to the old saying, and this time
it's another, In the form of & New
Year's Eve entertainment in “Justine
Johnstone's Little Club” And the fair
!Justine s to do the entertaining.
Every evening at the conclusion of

night long remembered by Broadway.|ugyer the Top” on the roof of the For- [ﬂ\u.* "

views of Callfornia scenery and tresis
of the time of the early settlers when
it war necessary to protect one's ranch
claims against the trespass of Mexican
ueurpers. The story has plenty of
action, in which Bessle and her six

Httle Wrothers and sisters play a cons
f !
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flours atuff on the way down,” he sald,

“Lina told me the first four words and

I got the rest from my English-

AT TR

French-German series, vest pocket
edidon. Vive la France! Including
Italy and environn. 1 like our allles;
1 liked "em before, but 1 llke "em better |
now. Cause why? I've had an Inter-
view with Lina at Fort Lee.

“Bhe finished her Arst Paramount
picture to-day, ‘The Eternal Temp-
tress,” or something like that. Bounds
like Laura Jean, but it's not. It's by
Mme., Frederique de Oressac. She's

! the wife of Victor Maurel--you know

| —the

internationally famed tenor,

' wolce doctor of the Metropolitan Opera

House. Artistic stuff, ¢h what? And
{ Muratore was there—Lina's husband—
| tenor robusto virtuoso redondo. And
Emile Chautard, her director—eh bien,
monsieur. certainement!—and Victor
and & few add!tionnl artistes.
talking to them!
home to the folks In Paloma!

“Lina ul}luvd in an eight c.vnndel;- Super-aniendid MWMMM
limourine, four ropes of real pearls|
and twu extra dividends worth of dia- | MAUD L AMBERT & B ALL ERNEST R. I
— — — The Charming Musical C Etar and The Popular
ANUSEMENTS, INA NEW PROGRAN A.l?:‘;m GINAL N MBERS.

M ING HIT!

A Riot of
Fun
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And me |
Wait till T write |

monds. I struck up a conwversation
with Muratore almost at once.

' ‘Clgarette, monsieur?’ I sald. (I've
ot the ‘monsifeur* down cold—he
couldn't have done better himself).

‘‘Mercl, bien,’ he sald. ‘Ah cela Jo
vous l'al toujours dit; jo ne suls pas
sure, Il y & dea fommes, & ce qu'on
dit, qui peuvent repondre, d'elles.’

“I didn't get it very clearly, and the
conversation languiahed. ‘Do you splk
French? asked Chautard. He was
leading man for Rejane in Parls and
the head of the Theatre Royal in Brus-
| mela for many years, so [ was honored
| to have him address me.
| “'Non, Isld nnd he' understood me,

*‘How does it feel to be going Into

pleturea? 1 asked Lina.
\  "“'Mon Dieu, que jJe suls heureuss!™
she sald,
| ‘Do you like the moviea? I asked.
| (1 always try to get an original touch
| Into my Interviews.)
| "'Hotel deia Grande-Bretagne, Lun-
garno Accloll,’ she reaponded.

“HSo we had our pictures takemy, me
recelving her as she stopped from her
car. Bweet cookie! It was a wonder-
ful Interview."

"And graclous! Goodness gracloun,
how gracious she is! ‘*Oul, monsisur.
Ah, yes Indeed. Ho charmed!' That's
the way it was all afternoon. What if
she didn't know any more English?
She was gracious In Itallan too, for I
asked the Itallan camera man what
she was saylng when she began speak-
ing in pldgin wop, and he sald, 'Volla,
muchacho!* which Is Spanish for 'Oh,
w!'.

TWO BIG CONCERTS SUNDAY, 2 & 8 P. M. Begl

tures is 1o be shown at Loew's New
York Theatre Wednesday, December
13, in “The Fringe of Hoclety,” the
Hoffman-Foursquare picture written
by Plerre V. R. Key, the eminent
music critic and magasine contributor,
and the lineal descendant of Francis
Beott Key, the author of “The Btar
Bpangled Banner.” It s the Initial
production of the George Backer Pro-
duelng Corporation. “The Fringe of
Boclety” contalns a theme of dally in-
teredt to every human belng in thia
country, the attempt and suppression
of a food staple manipulation, the keen
struggle between a patriotic news-
paper owner and editor, and a political
trust vandal. The settings are of un-
usual excellences, & charming and
wholesome love interest runs through
the plot. Thers are many comedy situ-
ations and not a few stirring scenes
Co-starring in the cast are Ruth Ro-
land, Leak Balrd, Milton Bills and J.
Herbert Frank.

BROOKLYN PLAYS. |

hn D. Willlams will bring

Jo Dm. Margaret Illington

rest of the compmny

!rom tbe Fon{' -sighth Street

Theatre in New York to ﬁrﬂdu.

for one week at the Majestic

Theatre Pinerc's famous play
“The 0;& Lord Quexn.”

ontauk Theatre will

'i'f Brooklyn another omt-
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wonderful clothes in her own panto- J
ruhlm revue,

proven o

towns.
FURS—NEW JEWELS

CHARLES GRAPEWIN

Assfstad by ANNA CHANCE, In "POUGHKEEPRIE."

NTRA FEATURE

ROCKWELL & WOOD

TWO MODERN NUTH N’A\'iﬂh'ﬂ\ﬂ THE OCEAN OF NONRENAE.

ANMUSEMENTA,
0PERA

MANHATTAN Rou
LONDON and NEWYORK

The Two Greatest Clties

A Musical Tale of the East
Now in Its Second Yéar at His
Majesty's Theatre, London

l'.'mul 111 written by Oscar Asc
l‘rodoll: Norton.
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