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M'e luivn here Hip KnirlMi version of u very I'owcrftil and popular French
book wlilrli tlir violent filet vf tviirfnrn from the jxitat of view of the
private mildli'i' In the 'trrneliex. In the original, an t.r. IVm, It received tho
prko of tin' Ai .tcleiuU' (iuncourt for this t work written during tlio yenr,

unit Ind 'i of well over I ho hundred tlioilHiui.t copleit. In Kngllsh, a
I. Adcr I'm , It It without deserved Ktieces.s. Hut It Is hiiccpsu of another
kind, mid tin- - ntiecen of ti iry dllTcient tldui;. Nor U this difference a mere,

matter of tr.imdutlnii. That Inevitable chunKit Is the len.st part of It. There Is

the whole further difference between the Latin and the Amilo-Kaxo- n temper-
ament and ixilitt of lev: ko that a rroiiclumui nml on Ainerli-o- would react
(dlTereiitly to the same exrorlfiir and would express their reaction In dif-

ferent ways. If the 1mk mlcht lie, by unmo ihrer magic of the translator,
made precisely and utterly Identical In the two tongue It would Htlll moan
one thin;; to in and iiulto another to our brothers In arms ocioss the sen.

Take llrst the matter of translation. l,: Fch in French realism; und even
for Frot'ih realism It N extreme, The author believes that truth Is lient con-

veyed lj literal ncciirney of detail of all details and being1 a Frenchman ho
puts his theory Into iraetlre. He inaUes a lsilnt of reproducing verbatim
the talk of the pollus nnioim themselves, without omission or modifying of
what the translator calls "the Mu words." Now, pro itol does not mean
bli; word: It means roush stuff, foul IniumiiRe of tho wort that unpolished
men speak alone together. It Is often untrnnslntnhle. and in I'nullsh nulte
iinpt Intalile. And If ;t were so printed, with all possible accuracy of ren-

dering, the elTect upon an IhiKtlsh render would not be at all the 'effect of tho
original. The elTect In Ihmllsh would be of outrageous and dlsiiropiirtlonnto
tilth; whereas the effect In French Is merely of men talking as null men do
talk. The translator attempt to convey the effect through an ndmlxiuro of
reflucd woul.i for unreflneil Ideas with rather ancient ami wholly Urltlsh hlanj:.
Ono can only sympathize with htm in his Impossible dilemma; but the result
Is what any reader may ImaKlne and observe.

This Is only u detail, ct course; but It Is an Illustrative detail. For the
dllllculty Is not merely to tlnd tho best Kngllsli equivalent for what the author
has to say; the dlllkmlty Is that the some thing said In our own tongue to
ourselves and In French to Frenchmen has often diverse meanltiKs; nor that
alone, but a diversity also of tono and suggestion and effect. Here, for ex-

ample, Is a typical paragraph of description:
Ta'ndls qua l'aubc s'.ibattalt sur nous comme un aolr d'orage, Jo vis encora

tut fols GmerKer ct se recrter sous l'echarpa do sulo des nuattes has, Ics cspeces
dn rlvei abruptes, trlstes. ct sates, Inflnlment pales, boussufes do dfbrls t
d'Immondlces, do la croulante tranche oa nous soinmcs. 11 till ti1 de la noue
bltmlt ct plombo ls sacs da terra aux. plans vaguement luljanta ct hombges, tal
un Ion cntassomcnt da vlsceres et d'entrailtas sejuuca mlses 0. mi sur le monda.

Dunn la parol, derrlero mol, no creuse una excavation, et la un entasemnt
da chosen horizontals at dresse comma un bOcher,

t
Des troncs d'arbres7 Non: Co aont dea cadavrcs.
Here It Is In the English:
Again I saw, when the dawn cam down on us Ilk a stormy evening, the

Bleep banks of our crumbling-trenc- h as they came to life again under the sooty
acarf of tho low hanging clouds, a trench dismal and dirty. Infinitely dirty,
humped with debris and tllthtness. Under the livid fky the sandbars are taking
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the same hue, and their vaguely shining and rounded shapes are like thebowels
and viscera of giants, nakedly exposed upon tho earth.

tu the trench wall behind me, In a hollowed recess, there is a .heap of hort-innt- al

things Ilko logs. Troo trunks? No, they are corpses.
Now, that Is not 111 translated; quite the contrary. And yet In flic trans-

lation tho whole chin nctrr of the atylc Is gone. It seems ovcrinlcnse, rhetori-
cal, Ktiigy; It agonizes to express each detail with ho utmost violence, eo that
tlio wliolo impression weakens liko tho persuasiveness of on orator who raves
and screams, of a picture under ono glare of light destroying color anil shade.
And this elTect Is more or less Inevitably the effect of the whole book to an
English reader. . It lacks light and shade and halftones and proportion, and
therefore loses forco by constant violence, and emphasis by emphasizing every-
thing nllke. Jt Is not so in French, becauso the normal pitch of French proso
Is so much higher that such writing does not seem forced or frenrJed In tho
least by measurement Uon Its natural scale; It Is only vigorous and vivid.
Tho liest way to read the book is by occasional chapters, or even pages. Then
you get a strllflng Impression by Itself, und feel that It Is poetic or wonderful

I
or bizarre without weakening your appreciation by reiterated shocks.

J And this Im true not only of tho, style, but of tho manner and substance
of the lmok throughout. It Is embarrassed by its own richness of material.
In any two or three chapters of It there aro enough horror, enough literary
forco and enough stark humanity to suffice nn ordinary volume. . . . Xo, a
mora than ordinary volume. There am bits like tho death of Poterloo and
his vision of that which had been once hli home;' like tho nnger
or the visit of lhtdoro to hli wife Matktte: Ilko tho tnio of Kudoxlc. whom
l.amuse loved from afar nnd at last found hideously near. Maupassant ut his
grimmest could hardly have Vcttered these; but Maupassant would have dcult
with them singly, a story to ench one,

Finally there Is this to le said of tho Impression or the took ns a xvhole
and its point of view upon the war. The gcnernl effect is of nn obsceno and
stagnant nightmare, and that is doubtless true. Yet it Is not all tho truth.
Tho wur Is moro than that, ns no one knows liettcr than thevi French who
have made their catiso the defence of Christendom. French realism Is .always
a hard thing for ns to understand. For It means sometimes realizing tho de-

tails nnd then romanticising aliout tlioso details; nnd it means often the
strangn use of horror a.s we uso laughter, for a solvent of beauty and an an- -

(

tidoto to scntlinenlallsm. They emphaslro hell but to throw light upon human
noturn standing erect and holding all hell In high disdain. For an English-
man or an American to write so of this war, ns a mere wanton horror, would
bo at this time either weak or morbid. In a Frenchman writing for tho
French, It Is no such thing. It is their kind of heroism.
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(Oonl A t.MrrRfct.) fl.SB.
The dlfforence between Mr. Chester-

ton and moat other clever pcoplo Is
simply that Mr. Chesterton Ih so muoii
more than merely clever; whereas the
ordinarily clever man is merely rlcver
nnd no moro. Hcnslblo and normal folk
are generally suspicious of mere clever-
ness. And they arc quite rinht. It l

eoay enough to bo clever If you do not
care what you any. A llretly and n
fUr may be equally sparkling, if bril-llanc- o

bo tho only question; but tho
star Is a sun lllumliintln? worlds, nnd
tho firefly illumines nothlns but its
own underslda In the hope of attract
ing attention.

There lanodlfflculty about maklnc epi-
grams whicn are lies. One hn.s mily to
turn some commonplace upside down
and nay that parents must obey their
children or that man made God in hi
own Im.iKO or that a lui&band Is only a
relation by marriage. Tho trouble with
thla kind of easy cleverness is that the
commonplaces are frequently true.
Many rilly little creatures can ll
cleverly; but Mr. Chesterton can tell
tho truth cleverly. He tells it m clev
erly that a public properly suspicious
of paradox blindly and blithely

that ho must bo talking non-
sense Wo should probably hnvo to
talk nonsense in order to be ns brilliant
aa that.

If you do not see this, that is be-

cause you aro clever enouRh to appre-
ciate clovemess and too lazy minded
to Judge and reason and examine
truth. That is, you are an entirely
normal person. For most of us think-Ini- r

la very hard work. Kmerson (who
could and did do It) called it the hard-e- at

thlna; In the world. Sir. Chesterton
can do It with apparent enao, precisely
as l'adercwskl plays the piano with
apparent ease, or ns Matty could
pitch ball or Napoleon win batr
tie! that Ms, by being a Renins.
But ho does think. Make no mlstako
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CRITICAL REVIEWS
IMPORTANT BOOKS

about that. 1'elnir human he can be
mistaken, Just ua tlio Kmperor could
lone a buttle or the Old Maxter a game.
Much more often he is not mistaken,
even when he flies In the face ot aome
commonly taken for granted Idea. And

you will forget (having first
his wit, and give yourself tho

pain of considering for yourself and
with your own his wisdom, you
will be surprised to tlnd how

how violently you njrre with him.
you only think that think,

whereas In fact you get your oplnlono
at second and rendy made, you
will conclude without any trouble that
he U a mouthing mountebunk snorting

verbal fireworks.
Is, however. Just one caution

to be observed in the cuse of the pres-
ent book. essays were written
for a Socialist newspaper, and
wero written from 1913 to 1915. Now
Mr. Chesterton is not n Socialist.
Neither is ho a radical in the modern
srnso. which usually means o
who believes that things grow without

He Is a radical in the sense
that ho realizes, liko every thinking
man, tho gigantic faults of our modern
industrial civilization that ho is
quite willing tn go to tho root of tho
matter in so.ireh of a ronifdy. Ho
does his own thinking and no

cntohwords for granted. And
since ho is hero for Socialists
he writes In their language. Hut ln
not be deceived ly the.nppennvnce of
the wonl Caplta.lisr on other
page. Observe what he nays about
Capitalism and you will discover that

Chesterton's is not Impris-
oned in Greenwich Vlllago. Ho may
be mad but at lont ho Is
not mad South Washington Square.

He is perhaps the revolutionary
of modern tlmos who understands tho
meaning of tho word; fur
means n turning haclc. He knows that

future must build upon tlio past
progress Is to hnvo any ann meaning
You cannot progress from imwhcro.
Also he I" tho greatest living demo- -

ml alto. r All'
tmmM 111 wit i

Only ta eapabfo of bttmting Death at hia
titna old chat gam.

Love that stronger than death and
longing that mightier than separa-
tion are motive powers in

DROWSY
a story of conquest over space and
matter. It's the latest novel by
JOHN AMES MITCHELL, editor
LIFE and author of "Amos Judd" and
"The Pines of Lory. "
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Thl book U moro lliAn lilonraphy. owlna to the fact thai It really Inelndai

a running popular or tho 1(aiutlli'ttn Party from ItN llnh In down
tn the prrfenl Umo, Senator llurrown won tho Iradlntt orAtor of his party and many
vl bin nofchH are Important cmurtlmtlons to our literature.
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ll.J.furd. OwnKw, I,7fl net.
"Who U tho happy warrior?

Who I ho
That ovrry man In arms rhouM

.wUh to brf
"Another of thoM stirring ro.

Ioctlon of hernia story which makes
ono envy the Uiv of for whom
It U nrillcii. Happily utn juvoniln
bookCaae has nn key." The Obstrrrr.

LONGMANS, GKfiUN & COMPANY, New York

cmt; which Is reason enough for the
contemptuous unfnlth with which he
is regarded by the democracy. It Is

t unfashionable nowadays to stone the
prophets; we express that snmo kplrlt
by applauding lliem as comedians. The
Issues discussed In this particular
book, moreover, lielng questions of the
days before the war aro for tho mo-
ment out o'f date. They are
Issues, not dead; add ivhen the war is
over they will abruptly become very
much alive.

tiik ctti;.M of Tin: just, nr
.In Mr llraneli Cnliell, (Mr-- II

r I ilp nnd Cntiiian.) f
.Tho ono thing which a perplexed

reviewer can say with assurance of
'this volume Is that Mr. Cabell vastly
onjojed the Inditing or it, and that,

I despite its surface airiness, thcro is
' nn abundance of underlying herlous- -

ness ot purpose. Imagine, If you pleaso,
a fairly successful novelist no longer
young, nnd burdenrd with too ample
tlesh, possessed lain) ot a wife in
whom he is well content, but whose
Interest are confined to tho fash-
ions, tho servants nnd the neighbor-
hood gossip. Then all of a sudden
this prosaic novelist begins In waking
dreams "to identify himself confusedly
with a character in ono of his own
mediseval romances and to hold won-

drous Interviews with his heroine, who
is the Onn Woman In the World, tho
heroine of all romances past nnd fu-

ture. In onn of these dreams he re-

ceives from her a charm, the broken
half of a circular piece of metal bear-
ing a mystical inscription. There-
after ho is often puzzled 111 his wak-
ing hours to run across n queer sem-
icircular disk, which may or may not
have come out of dreamland but
whjch always scorns to hypnotlzo him
Into another of thoyc wonderful
dreams which coincide with tho pe-

riod of his greatest llternry popular-
ity. Mr. Cabell doea not dictate what
we'are to think, l'erhtips there aro oc-

casions when- the barriers of time and
space aro let down and a poofs spirit
may leap back through tho centuries
nnd commtino with the ago old chil-

dren of his own creation. I'orhaps
again our novelist, dozing comfortably
after an ample meal, saw, himself and
his prosaic wlfo strangely trans-
formed by tho halo of their

youth. I'erhaps the broken disk
was really a talisman from wonder-
land, or then ngaln It may have been
part of tho hrol;''ii top of Jar of nuis-sak- o

cream. At all ovonts Mr. Cabell
does not toll us. I'erhaps what ho
means to say Is that the most pro-

saic of ns have within our rench the
visions ot gay trappings and tho spirit
of chivalry if only we had the trick
of day drentijlng opportunely. Tho
chief handicap ot this elusive and
uncommon volume is that there arc
so many lazy minded roaders. who,
nhu recognizing that it contains u
percentage ot true gold, will grudge
tho mental labor Involved In getting
It out.
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si.avf.s of ran lamp. r
fieorr Broaaon ItonaHi. ( W. J.
Watt A Co.) "1.3.
"Slaves of' tho Lamp" is a Rood

story. It tells of tho search and recov-
ery of four jrtda plateR Inscribed in an-

cient Chinese with tho directions for
making; Shandoo smoking opium.
Yorko Norroy la the common typa of
Invlnclbto detective-her- o of mystery
stories, tlio hero tvhono rcmarkalillity
depends upon the itiKcnutty. and in-

vention of tho author. Sir. Howard's
hero is a likable person, amusing;, and
an excellent detective. The finding of
c.icli plato la (a now adventure and
eacli adventure is more exciting; than
tho last. With the recovery of ovrry
plato nro introduced new nnd romantic

' characters; 'from begnnlnp to end
there run only Yorko Norroy and

, Holly, T,ca, tho young; actress who
nuido all thn trouble In the first place
by selling tho four plates to buy a
new frock. If you liko detective Sto-
ries It Is interesting reading.

I
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a The White Ladles of Worcester
By the Author of "THE ROSARY"

"It i m aplendid work, full of dramatic power and true to nature, irnverent with thing that are tacrcd. and altogether one of the liiifnt
book thmt ha teen the light for many a da,i."San Francttco Call.

b Unconquered
By tha Author Of "CAPTAIN DESMOND, V. C."

"There a new depth, a new power In Mr, ijiver't latent slury. . . ,

there le more spontaneity In its a surer realization of the fads of life;
a truer eente of human value, and her Increased simplicity of iirrn.
Ing adds force to her tale." Melbpurne Australasian.

C The Heart of Her Highness
By the Author of "EVERYBODY'S LONESOME"

A story brightly gemmed with descriptive excellence bu ClaraK.LaughHn.
"Not tor year has so delightful a talc of olden times appeared, far
more meritorious than anything Stanley Weyman ccer did." Clev-
eland Plain Dealer.

d The Safety Curtain
By the Author of "THE WAY OF AN EAGLE"

"In extraordinary power Ethel M. Dcll'S nocels,, a welt as her short
ttoriet, challenge comparison with any writings of 'our time. Here
It is splendidly apparent, combined with marvellously tender ti ltchiry
and gentle charm quite irresistible. The intensest primal passions
range through these tales, but never get beyond the equal stiay of
sweet womanliness and loyal manhood. Tales which nobody with
heart and red blood can read without a quickening of the pulse, or
can lay down without a with to take them up and read them again,"

X. J. Tribune.

e The Hundredth Chance
"In the days ot jaded novel readers, it is quite a feat to carry one back
to the 'St. Elmo' type of novel. One does not judge a novel like this
new book of Ethel M. Dell's till after it is finished. One simply devours
it without stopping reviewed critically it it sentimental, melodra-
matic, end the characters are either 'pitchy black' or 'angelically
white,' but it is a rattling good story white you're reading It."

ALL BOOKSELLER.

NEW YORK

I.

G. P. Putnam's Sons

The Romance of Old Japan
Elizabeth W. Champney and Frere Champney

8. Ninctf Illtutretione In Color end Black and White. $3J0 Net.

Laaff
r

The" authors have traced the

deeper tides of Japan's history
by the floating bubbles o

in a convincing and at-

tractive way. They hae shown
how that natron has kept step
through the ages with the march

j( all nations how the great
world movements in literature,

and religion found1 thf-i- r

duplicates in the land of t1 c

Cherry Blossom. There arc col

or reproductions from Freic
Champney's paintings, sketches
by the famous Mokttsai, photo-

graphs, and many other

Mrs. Champney is the author of The Romance of the. Feudal
Chateaux, The Romance of the Bourbon Chateaux, The Romance i
French Abbeys, Roman VUlat, and Imperial Rome.

All Bocktellert
NEW YORK g. P. Putnam's Sons London

i

art

"The Book of Old New York"

VALENTINE'S
NANUMLsEmes
Edited by Henry Collins Brown
Continuing, with improvements, this faTioiN
Year Book formerly published b the O'y.
uid Second Volumes now rwidy. Over one hundred
fascinating old pictures. Twelve phUs in color
two large folding supplements. Full Ic. the.- - bir 1

ing: makes handsome Holiday Gut, sio.t0: riot
55.00 each. At all good bookshorv, or direct ta-Ol-

Colony Press, 15 Uast .0tli Street, New Wl- -

Otrwr books liy Mr. Ilroir
NEW YOKK OF TO-DA- 07 Illustration In plioti.

rrnnirc. 3 paRM ootor. Lliup leather blmlltiE
i! 00. Cloth, S1.I0.

UI.l.MPSES P OLD Nr.W YORK Krtltlon do lttv
lrl.-- . aan, :.0. aliio. aivnrdlna u lilmltiw

Mr

BOOK OFTHE NEW YORK
3y Robert :hackleton

Author of The Boo!t of Boston

How well do you know New York? Do you V- -

where Vost Uh Street crosses West 11th?
you find "Tho Little Church Around the Corr " '
Trnunees' Tavern, without ti policeman? ''
know where Petrus Stuyvesant lived? Did yo i '"

n battle was fought on Muivay Hill?
There are n hundred Kow YorUs, and Mr. .s "

ton hns described mosof them. Any ho

reads this keen arr cnmprehcnsivo
rich in information anil genial anecdote, will '

new pride nnd interest in this rrrcitest of American cities.
Handsomely illustrated. Hosed. Prim, $s.zo vit. At tut
THE
i

PENN PUBLISHING COMPANY,
a

PHILADELI'ril

ar ar

In

.."

Over the Top
BY

Arthur Guy Empcy

LONDON

"The tremendous nonularitv of Serce.ini t,npi
Over the Top' has Inspired a popular song oi ""ir

circulation, 'Over the Top,' The Sltubrrts are "f( " f
a comeay 'liver ine Top.' uut ine real uer uie "i

theonc that has charmed, enthralled and Instructed n '" r

woria oi absorbed readers, Is the personal recital ni '
Empty's adventures. It Is THE lmok " " '

Kieatest war In history." Pittsburgh Chronicle Telegrapli.

DON'T WAIT OVER THE TOP-$1- .50 WtlEREVEK MEN SEM. iunh


