
A NO NHW YOIIK I'llESA

THUIt.SDAY, DKCK.MIIKIl 'JO. 1017.

Mn.mi:n or thi: asmociathd phlisb,
Tho Awe-lute- 1'rtn la exilmtvcly en- - I

tilled tn tha ttt) for republication of KM

news derpAlrlira treated ti It or not .

etherwleo creiltle.l In thti paper and alto ,

tbe local neua publish. herein. . v

aii ngnis fii repur.ne.uioii 01
despatches herein are nlefl ifaorvon.

Kntercd t the I'mt Ofllrr nt New York M
Kccond .Irm Mali Mutter.

Subscriptions by Mall, I'm! paid.
DAILY, Per Month--

, .2!5nAtl.r, I'.t Year too
UNMAV, I'T M.inth , M

KVSUAX Itn Canada), l'er Month... ,
BUN DAY, 1'tr Year
DAILY ANI MJNIAY. Per Veer.... 8
DAILY' AND SUNDAY. Per Month... 1

rout-a- ItiTrn.
DAILY. rer Month 1
SUNDAY, Per Mouth .15DAILY AND HUNDAY. l'er Month... I i
Tlin KVKN'I.Nd RUN. Per Month.... St
THH EVKNINtl SUN, Per Veer 0
TIIE EVK.VLNU tfU.V(t'orelgn),I'erMo. 1 0

AH cheeka. mener onlefs, c, to be
tnido payable tu The Sum.

Published dalle, tnrlu.lln Nunilir. by ths
Bun I'rtntlns nnd Publlehln Aaeoclatlon at
l.V) Nautili street. In the Uorouch of Man
hattsn. New York. Preldent. Frank A.
Munse. I.'.o Naeia.ii atreeti t, I

ltrvln Wanlman, 1M Nasaiu street: Bed- - I

rttary, II. H. Tltherlngton, 150 Nhhii ,)'! Treasurer, H'lil., T. Denart, 130.

Lendon office. 40-4- Fleet street.
Parla oOlce. 0 ltue de la Mlchodlere, oft

Wat dii Cjuitra flpiemlre.
Washington office, Munaey IlullJInf.Brooklyn office, Doom mi, Katie llulld-tm- c

N Washington (treat.

1 ear rOne uko ifor tell eMsu-torif- fl

ftftd Mfuilrallon ur imtliodthM Kiea
to HN reltrltd arllWrs re(vrne4 iey nullm all ettti tend tlampt or that purpott.

TELEPHONE, IiEBKMAN 1500.

Arrllel to the Salary Grab of 187.
The notorious Salary Grab was

passed by the Forty-secon- d Congress
OS th day before Its final adjourn-ven- t,

March 3, 1ST3.
By the time the Forty-thir- d Con-free- s

assembled In December the au
thors of this brazen uttempt to fatten
M the public treasury hail become so
frightened that they tumbled over
themselves to repeal tlio law, and
aaanjr who had drawn tho money ap-
propriated by Its retroactive provl-ton- s

restored It to tho Treasury.
The repeal bill was drafted, pro-

posed and passed to savo the political
kins of the men who enacted the

Salary Orab. Their action had noth-
ing to do with the merits of tho con-

troversy It hud nrousod. They cow-
ered before tho anger of their con-
stituents, and without a word of de-

fence, ran away from the storm their
gred had raised.

In October, 1017, the House and
Senate passed the war revenue bill
containing tho Joker by which the
salaries of members of Congress were
tempted from tho unjust. Inequita-

ble and Indefensible "excess profits"
tax of 8 per cent, laid on professional
Incomes and salaries.

In December, 1017. the House voted
Id abolish that exemption, and to ap-
ply the tax to the salaries of Its mem-
bers, and to those of the President
and members of tho Judiciary.

This proceeding on the part of tho
House Is an exact parallel to the
Salary Grab repeal of 1S73. The
members have nctcd without regard
to the propriety of the original legis-
lation, diid without consideration for
Justice, equlry or fair play. Panic
stricken at the wrath their conduct In
October aroused, they have sought to
allay public Indignation, not by re-

pealing the unjust tnx. but by abol-
ishing their own exemption therefrom.
By doing this they hope to escape
punishment for their attempted nut-rag-

and they care nothing for the
CMicequences of their act to other
Individuals or to the country.

One Representative told the truth
about the repeal of the exemption.
Representative LoNnwoitTii declared
that "the force that Impels us to com-

mit this atrocity Is fenr for our own
political skins." The facts could not
be more succinctly stated; the tax Is
an atrocity, and the House Is willing
to submit to It only because Its mem-

bers dare not carry their plan of ex-

emption through In defiance of their
araced constituents.

Surprises In the Soldier Tot.
A comparison of the Mayoralty vote

cast by the soldiers with the vote cast
at home Is Interesting. Maybe it la
Illuminating.

Mayor Mrrcun. received 23 per
Ant. of the votes cast here tn town.

. tb camps, where It was supposed
hi well known Americanism would
help him, ho polled 21.S per cent, of
the vote.

Before election It was whispered
that M oasis UnxQinT would get a
tremendous vote from conscripts In
camp. In town he polled 22 per cent,
of the total vote. In the camps he
polled 13 per cent, of the total.

The shsrpi believed tlrat tho sol-

dier voters would consider Bennett
n negligible quantity. In town he
polled 8 per cent, of the total vote.
In tho camps he polled 11 per cent,
of all the soldier votcu cast for
Mayor.

Nobody expected that Judgo Htlaiv
would do better In the camps than
ho fared In the city. Here, with all
the Tammany machinery working for
him, be got 40 per cent, of tho total
vote. In the camps wo Unci his vote
was 64 per cent, of tho total.

Some political analyst wishing a
pleasant winter may take the figures
Into hibernation.

New Jersey Unrolls Blore Volunteers.
The New Jersey manufacturers wbo

met In war convontlou In Newark
yesterday to form an riewoclatlon
whose object Is to give effective aid
to the Government In stlmulotlng pro-
duction of war iiecuisarles hate set
en axnniplo of voluntary cooperation
which if followed throughout tho na-

tion would reduce to n minimum off-
icial Inlcrfercmvi with the ordinary
processes of Imiimtiy ami bring maxi-
mum VmmiU win, t, iv.ll9t
degree of friction. Voluntary coopor- -

at Ion of this kind, Inspired by the
needs of the country and unhampered
by Inelastic statutory enactments, la
typical of the American temperament.

Through society of the kind con-

templated In New Jersey all the facts
of the Industrial situation within the
limits of Ite Jurisdiction would be-

come immediately amllable for the
Information of public officers and the
directors of private enterprise. In
addition to toll, members of the or-

ganization, whose knowledge of the
general conditions Directing their en-

terprises la mora complete than that
possessed by any Government officer,
should be sources of expert advice of
tbo highest valne not only as to prob-
lems affecting their own establish-
ments but also concerning those of
other States.

Nothing has been more encouraging
in our war with Germany than tbe
freedom with which men of all call-Ing- s

have pat their special knowledge
and their trade secret at the service
of tbe Government The union of
New Jersey manufacturera provides
further evidence of the enthuslnsmlof
business men to uphold the bands of
the authorities In their tremendous
task, and to give all that they have
for the early attainment of victory.

The Bolshevik Impostors.
Geoooe Kennaw, whose vision of'

Russia Is as clear as any American's
nnd whoso memory goes back a long
way in the early struggles of Ilus-- 1

sla against bureaucracy, gives llttlo
credit to the Bolshevlkl for tho over-- 1

throw of the Czar Government. In
an article In the Oulloofe he point!
out that the seed that flowered last
winter was sown almost wholly by
the bourgeoisie and the nobility.
"Partly by accident and partly by
aggressive usurpation," the Bolshe-
vlkl were nble "at the last moment
to seize the fruits of other and better
men's labors."

The attempt made In 182S to es-

tablish a constitutional government
was backed almost entirely by army
officers and nobles ; most of these De-

cembrists went to Siberia. The revo-
lutionists of the period which ended
In the assassination of ALEXArrtnta II.
were In large part educated men and
women: some Socialists, but not Social-

ist-Anarchists.

This group. Including Tdraikot-skt-,
Doloushin, Kbopotkii and

Catherine Bbesitkovskt, enlightened
the Russian people and mnde 1017
possible. The workers In the mills
nnd factories played no Important
part until ten years ago, when the
first Workmen's Council was organ
ized; "and even then," says Mr. Ken-na-

"they were nn Injury rather
than help to the movement." Cer
tainly It was not they that formed
the characters of the soldiers who
won the revolution of last March.
Nor was it men like Trotsky, for ho
and the other Socialist-Anarchi- st

leaders were hiding tn Switzerland
and America, "squabbling among
themselves about socialistic doc-
trines." Tbe respectable elements of
the revolution had nothing to do
with the Bolshevlkl :

"Every Mne partr, class and group
stood aloof from them. Do the)

number among their ad-

herent any of the older revolutionist
any of the men and women who have

really done something for Russian freo-drn- nt

Not one, so far aa I know.
Prince KaoroTKiN, Vera Fionm, Oath- -

ntN BXISHKOVSKT, LXO DlUTSCIt,
Herman Lopattk, Vsa ZASutttcit,
Otoaa LASAarr, Nicholas Tchaikov-
sky and Vladimir Bovarsar are all In
Russia, but they shun Bobhevlklsm as
If it were the ptague. Gome of them
have spent almost aa many years tn
prison or In exile a the Waders of the
Soctalltt-Anarehl- st group have lived;
hut they ara too respectable for aseo-elati-

with Lihinb and Tkotzkt."
Mr. Kennan believe that the Pro-

visional Government had legitimate
right to rale, for it had mandate
from the Duma, "the only body that
even approximately represented the
nation." But this rule the Bolshe-
vlkl overthrew "after deceiving and
bedevilling the soldiers, tho workmen
and a part of the peasantry with
promises of peace and free land."

Thus a great nation has been com-

promised by liars, looters and repndt-ator- s

who never earned even a small
share of the credit for the revolution ;

who were skulkers when the real Rus-
sians put themselves In the face of
danger. Is It likely that such an
Impostor Government will last long
enough to betray Russia Into a viola-
tion of her International pledges?

The Lack of Good Coffee Houses.
The no article of food that tbo

war has not made more costly Is
coffee. There la no shortage of 'the
delectable bean. New York nearly
always has a million or .more bags
tucked away. Brasll could send us a
boat load of coffee every day if we
needed It A It is, usually half a
million bags ere on th sea, bound
to this port

Good coffee comes in raw at about
eight cents a pound. Roasted and
ground, tho grocer bands it over the
counter for twenty cents, taking a
fair profit for tbe brokor, tbe jobber,
tbe roaster and himself. Tbe price of
coffee, as compared with Its comfort-
ing qualities, Is nothing. It makes
the nervous nervous, the strong
stronger. Chilled firemen prefer It
to spirits; heavy spirit drinkers avoid
It as they would poison. Tbe pollu
refuses to march until he ha had a
breakfast cup.

The New Yorkor In search of liquid
stimulant can drop in almost any-whe- re

and buy almost anything ox- -

ccpt good coffee, wo have dram
shops, toda counters, orango Juice

und tea rooms, but no coffee
houses are found except in the foreign

district. A ghost of the seventeenth
century, Investigating Manhattan,
might think that we had as ruler
OitABix II., who considered coffee
houses dangerous; people talked and
thought too much In them.

There are Greek coffee houses In
Madison street and Second avenue,

nd Jewish coffee houses in the Grand
street neighborhood. Perhaps thero
are somo Syrian coffee houses down-
town. It Is unromantlc to say so, but
most of these places do not have good
coffee. Americans make better use of
the berry than any other people, liter--

aturo dealing with Paris and Con--
stantlnople to the contrary notwlth -

standing. The American who has
studied coffee demands liquid rich
with coffee saturation, but so clear I

that the bowl or a spoon win mine
through the brew. This he may spoil
with milk or enrich with cream. Mr.
Hoovra need not speak to the coffee
connoisseur about sugar, too much of .

which ruins the flavor.
Such coffee as we hnvo described Is

not to be had In tho American bust- -

ness districts of New York, except
when It is bought as part of a meal.
The best restaurants make good
coffee, but they would be surprised,
not to say annoyed, by n patron who
ordered coffee alone. Tho cheap res-

taurants, where the spender of five or
ten cents Is welcome, sell what pre-

tends to be coffee, but If It aver was
coffee too much boiling hnth made It
mud Tho best that can bo said of
the dairy lunchroom coffee Is thnt It
Is hot In all that district south of
Brooklyn Bridge, where work a mill-

ion people, many of whom must yearn
for stimulant, there is
not an ut coffee house to
servo coffee, not os the proprletoi
thinks Americans should have It, but
as Americans like It and wnnt It

Kltehln's Badly Executed Offensive
Operation.

The accounts of th vote la the
House of Representatives on Repre-
sentative Lonowobth's proposal to
repeal the 8 per cent "profit" tax on
salaries oil draw attention to Field
Marshal Clavdb KrrcinN' behavior,
but differ somewhat as to th nature
of his verbal orders.

According to on version General
KrrcuiN "rushed up and down the
Democratic side shouting to his col-

leagues to sit down." Elsewhere wo

read that the commanding officer of
tho House majority shouted :

"Stand up, boys; th Secretary of th
Treaeur? needs the money I"

Tbe possibly bewildered private In
the ranks may have repeated after
the Psalmist :

"Thou knowest my dewnsttting and
mine uprialnar; thou understaadest my
thoughts afar off."

However, since It is essential to tho
success of American operations, even
in tho House of Representatives, that
n commander shnll not Issue confus-
ing nnd conflicting orders, or orders
causing confusion in the minds of his
men and causing them to tako con-

flicting action, we would suggest that
KrrcntN bo removed from tils com-

mand nnd replnced by n silent, heav-

ily armored nnd forward moving
legislative tank.

The nindenburg Catacombs.
The thirteen mile Hindenbnrg tun-

nel trench extended from Bullernurt
northwest to the Scarpe, east of Ar-

ras, waa forty feet underground and
had an entrance from the trench sys-

tem every thirty-fiv- e yards. Russian
prisoners of war dug It. To employ
prisoners of war at such work Is
In violation of all except tho German
rules of war.

From the main corridor small
rooms opened with bunks for 20,000
or bo men. The whole placo was
lighted by' electricity. Electric fans
freshened tho atmosphere. Of course
there was no danger from shell fire.
Hot meals were served. For officers
there were special rooms with beds,
electric rending lamps, can buttons,
writing desks. Boots to b polished
were left outside tho door. Pictures
could be put np on the walls to make
the place more homelike.

THb tunnel was carefully mined and
protected by concrete machine gun
emplacements. In point of luxury It
considerably surpassed life on a at

; In respect of safety It seems to
havo been better also. The capture
of It without Its destruction Is a feat
surpassing the' capture of a subma-
rine undamaged.

Tbla tunnel Is chiefly interesting as
an example of German adaptability.
Our enemies seem to be so comfort-
able underground that we need have
no scruples about putting as many as
possible there.

The Navy Wants Men.
In all parts of tho country, and

particularly In the Inland States, Ger-
man propagandists are energetically
spreading the report that the navy
does not want any more mon. Somo-tlme- a

tbe effort to discourage recruit-
ing take form in tho declaration that

i "active recruiting has been discon-
tinued." In other case It Is asserted
that only men particularly qualified
for special branches of the service
are being accepted.

All statements of this kind are
false. The Navy Department Is dili-
gently seeking recruits for every
branch of the service. The same op-

portunities that wero offered to men
six months ago nro open to them now;
the requirements of the navy call for
thousands more from tbe same high
class of qualified citizens which has
hitherto supplied Its wants.

In origin tho reports likely to dis-
courage enlistment are
Thoy are Innocently repeated by citi-
zens unacquainted with the facts, and
heedless of the Injury they may cause.
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As they are entirely false, no person
should circulate them. If those to
whom they are repeated will report
their substance and give the trames
of their bearers to tho Navy Deport-
ment, their authors will bo found and
prosecuted ; and in this wuy the Ger-
man propagandists in this country
may be thwarted and punished.

Somebody has been tolling untruths
about General Petishino, to the Gen-
eral's (Teat annovonca: and wn nhnnM
like to be present when the victim of
these falsehoods catches their author,

'

jbthracf 25,;ffUwhd.le
icnslng of votes, and an alleged attempt
to ''lufr baIlot b w among tits

"bWJL
The modern Athena still knows how

to make an election Interesting,

A man who didn't know his ago and
?? registered, and who Is now In tho

A"i'" ..ZV'.Tl. ..;! .!
years younger by this time.

Every time the Emergency Fleet
Corporation gets a new general man
ager Uncle Sam murmurs to himself
a line from SIarlowe's "Faustus," ever
ho slightly altered:
la this the pace te launch a theoaand

hlp?

The Food Administration counsels
nn old fashioned Christmas dinner.
This Is rather hard on tho. remodelled
appetite.

GOVERNMENT OWNERSHIP.

The Coeksoro Statements of an Advo
cato Examined Briefly.

To Tits Editor or Tun Sun Sir: Two
newspapers of this city, dlscuMlnc Gov-
ernment ownership of railroads, under-
take to ertVghten ua on the condition of
the transportation lines.

One paper say a editorially: "Every
subsidised eheet drnwlnu Its cheap pay
In the shape of an advertisement appro-
priation or a hatful of free transporta-
tion ran to the help of Its railroad mas-
ters."

Why does the editor cait n slur upon
journalism? He Is declaring that nome
newspapers are subsidized. Docs ho
mean to aay that his own paper Is up-
right, unsubsldlzed nnd free In mind and
thought?

Continuing ho sayn: "They (the rail-
roads) know very well that they cannot
stave off Government ownership for
many year. Dut they know that there
are eat 111 millions to bo Rot If they can
stave off Government ownership for a
llttlo while."

If this statement be' true, then tihy
did the railroads offer their services to
tho Government? How can they earn
millions when offering their services to
the Government when they are losing
net Income and ask for nn Increase In
rates In order to meet their obligations
and keep solvent?

This editor knows what an enormous
sum of money It would tako to purctiaM
outright very transportation line In this
country. He also knows that Uio bar-de- n

of mestins operating deficits would
fall on the people In tho form of taxes.
Tct he says thnt tho burden of debt and
the burden of taxation urn staggering.
Doea ho wish tho burdens to doorcase or
Increase?

"Of course, we would not havo tho
holders of bonds and stocks robbed of
what la theirs; pay them a fair price
based upon the actual Investment their
Inflated securities represent." he says.

Hut the people of the United States
have enough to do to provide the Gov-
ernment with money to carry on tho
war. MnnoN Mato.

Nbw York, December 19.

OIL BURNING FURNACES.

One That Is. Cued D California Bat
May Present a Foci Problem Her.
To TH Korron or Tits Sun Sir; In

Tub Son you say editorially :

An ell burning device, thnt could It
adapted for uae In a turnico thnt had
been primarily deelcned to produce eteam
er to het water by burning coil, would
to a boon to thoutanda of people Juet now
W heard of auch a thing recently, but
have net yet been able to nnd out where
they are manufactured or marketed.

I saw three such devices In tho Pnlaco
of Machinery, Ban Francisco, In 115,
and Investigated all of them. Ono of

Is a well known California product
and well recommended. It costs about

3t0 to Install. It Is connected with an
electric motor of small size which takes
the crude oil from Its source, a pipe,
and reduce It to very fine vapor dust,
whence an electrlo spark Ignites 1L Tbo
fire can be regulated.

I have seen It work and would have
bought one and brought It East If I had
been able to buy the crude oil here at
a reasonable figure. I could not, so I
dropped the whole thing. But the oil
burner Is hers and Is used In California,
where oil Is cheap.

I consider It a capital machine and
wUlt I could get rid of my messy coal
furnace. I should think that thero
would be no troublo at all to get the
address of those concerns through tho
Ban Francisco Chamber of Commerce.

Hou.!i, December 19. IL V. B.

WHY WAIT TO ECONOMIZE?
Let's Be a Little Drastic In Anticipa-

tion of Federal Restrictions.
To thb Editor of The Sun Sir: If

coal la scarce, why temporlzo by silly
llttlo measures, such as turning off a
few signs for an hour or even two nights
a week? If economy will help win the
war, let us get down to rock bottom at
once, not a year from now.

Lett us close all the bars and restau-
rant (except the modest little "lunch"
rooms) at 9:30 every night and' wo shall
save coal, food and other things in
amounts worth while The theatres
could be asked to begin earlier, Bay s
o'clock, and tho "movie" houses to closo
earlier.

We need not wall for national pro-
hibition In these matters. Let ua adopt
reasonable restrictions now.

With Industries shutting down for
lack of fuel and tho poor dying of pneu-
monia, why heat the dance halts until
after midnight? Let us burn only neces-
sary lights svery night and uio our
energies to tha best advantage nil the
time, allowing only reasonable amuse-
ment and relaxation. Baticntia.

New York, December 19.

Th War Spirit Is Michigan.
From n rate Stmt.

Mr. Malt Miller of Peiramo and Mla
Ilaiel beveltei of Mulr wero ntarrled
Wednesday. Although Matt ain't got
to ue with a wedding etgar yet, we'll go
right on and say we wleh he and his
charming bride the beet of everything In
this world and heps they may be permitted
to enjoy many years of martial happiness.

ITALY'S SPIRIT UNBROKEN
BY DISASTER.

TXo Mlnlnlilag of the Defeat, bat
Praise for the Men Who Fooght la
the Ice for Two Years.

The subjoined letter has been reeelved
In this city from Bllrlo Villa, a member
of tho arm of A. P. Villa A Bros, ef II
Msdlion avenue, who left New Terk mere
than a year ago to Join the Italian army.

Mv Dxar Francis t I know that you
and my other friends In, America tnusl
ho thinking of .mo often In these days,
while apprehending the news of the
events on our front I Ilk to let you all
know what my feelings are, or, better,
what aro the fcollngs of tho Itallnna In
these traglo days.

We havo not lost our heads, tTnder
tho violence of the blow that haa struck
us, tho wholo nation has reacted, and we
aro y facing with calm a situation
that Is just short of being dosporato.
Wo have faith we will overcome it We
havo a good nrmy, strong allies and a
determined wilt to win.

It la a question of tlmo and nerves.
I suppose there will bo somo doubt
abroad about the nerves of our soldiers,
nftcr tho sad eplsodo that has caused
tho collapse of our eastern front Still,
you can count upon thom to do their
duly, ns they havo dono for two years

3 they havo dono tho very day of tho
defoat, outside of the few for whose
momentary fulluro wo are all suffering

I never boasted about the deeds of the
Italian army In her glorious days. I
can do It now, when a dark cloud
threatens to dim her slory. The men
that stood for two winters the Ice of the
Alio or tho horrors of the Carco. that
took Gorlzla and the Balnslzza, descrvo
somo Indulgence, even If a few of thom
havo failed. 12ven for those few I
wouldn't bo too severe. Perhaps we
nuked of them endurance beyond the
limit of human power. I.ast winter hun-
dreds of soldlora were taken from tho
trenches' with frozen feet, somo frozen to
death, some 111 beyond recovery from
exposure. So tho winter before. Two
j ears of Bufferings similar to theso may
break tho nbre of tho strongest

Our enemlM knew It, nnd took all Uio
advantage of It They got at our men
with their Insidious means, used tho un-

fair arms with which they have won
most of their battles, poisoned th minds
weary from- - tho long sojourn In tho
trenches, deluded them Into the notion
that peace was coming, that everybody
was going to be friends, that all would
bo home for Christmas. When the time
was ripe they threw off the mask and
struck.

Their victory was ensy. Our defeat
w.u terrible By a miracle. It didn't
nieon tho Irrep.irablo los of tho wholo
nrmy. By a miracle, and through tho
magnificent way our soldiers of the Third
Army fousht They battled for tlireo
days. In points routing the Aus-trlan- s,

till they had to retire, test they
be caught In tho rear by the Germans
rushing through the wldo gup In our
Bocond Army at their left

I can't go Into account of the events
now. You know them as well aa I. You
will know more by the tlmo you get this
letter. What I can say Is that rather
thnn crying upon the dlsanter, we are
collecting all our will and our forces tn
fctem tho enemy for the time being, with
tho hopo of ientimlly pushing him back.
I am not going to brag wo will do It I

know wc will fight for It. Our men will
lie north tenfold ninro on tho Venetian
plains, defending our soil, than on tho
rocks of the C.irno.

Our alllea have come to our help with
an admirable solicitude with true fra
ternal spirit If on the other side they
have the Germans, the Turks and the
Bulgars, we have tho French nnd tho
Kngllsh, and hope soon to havo the
Americana,

I have asked to Join the British con-
tingent at our front, a they need offi
cers with a good knowlcdgo of both lan-
guages. I hope to have a favorable
answer soon. Not that I care more to
fight., with tho English than with tho
Italians, but becnuso 1 think I could do
better than many others tn tho position
I havo applied for, while many it .rs
can da better than I In the po''i I
have now. In any case, I wlJ n mv
duty, I have dono so far J" '..-bod- y

In Italy Is doing.
My heart Is full of blt'ci.-- w' -s- uch

bitterness to which no oU-r- - less can
compare. Still I ara goln- - '"t.ugh this
terrible trial with unshniti confldenco
that Italy will cancel tho memory of
this sad pags of h,er history. Tho blow
has destroyed In ono day one hundred
fold what two jears of sacrifices ha1
won for us. Still, tho two yearn wero
not lost, aa they showed the world what
we could do. They are a good promise
for what wo will still do.

I wish you would toll these things to
our mutual friends. I would ltke to
writ to them ull. but I can't tn these
daya Yours cordially,

Silvio Villa.
Brstcia, Italy, November 7.

THIIIard, Cowley, Manchester.
To the Kditor or Tun Bun Sir.- - Tho

missing name of tha third man saved
from the Lexington Is Captain Samuel
Manchester, first pilot of tho Lexing-
ton, holding a captain's license. He waa
pilot and captain of Bound boats for
many years afterward. I went to New-
port with my father tho next summer
on ono of tho other boats of the line,
nnd Captain Manchester, who knew my
father, pointed out to Kim tho placo
where tho Loxlngton took flro.

Somo of tho cotton In her cargo was
shipped by the firm of which my --father
waa a member and part of It was picked
up, days afterward, on tho north shoos
of Long Island. A M. Caiiooni.

BnoouLTN, December 19.

The Creatt Changers.
Knlcker What's the new to-d-

nncVir We have a new cook and a new
manager of the Ship Doard,

The Old Min.
Fimi tt RttkmonJ rimreOlfpe'es.

Grinding tho ime old grind,
Doing the fame eld do.

Working away at the ram old work
And hualllng to get It through;

Ilreathlng the aamo old air.
Drawing the aaine old breath.

Living tho same old sort ot life
To end In the same old death.

Loving the same old wife,
Eating the earn old food.

Chewing the earns old piece ef lint
When I feel In the aame old mood:

Elnglne tha eeme old aong
To the aaine old mob out front

And from every old day to the next oldnight
Doing the same old stunt.

Wen ring the same old clothes.
Walking the aame old war,

Raving the rame old o

That I aald but the other day:
Ttendlng the esme old rot.

Writing the same old rut
Scorning the thoughts of the other Chan

With the earns old pie and tut.
Oh for the good old day

When there was something newt
Hut, then, I suppose In the good eld times

There were man eld bothers tool
So. ccmet Let us quaff the cup

To lis merry old drege, my frlendl
I I' a Journey along with a laugh and asong

To that Ust dodgaslad end I

llama Edwabb Wasnss,

A NEW RED CROSS BUREAU.

ppled Men and Boys Helped to Em
ployment at Sll Fourth Avenne.
To Ttno Editor or Tn 'Sun Sir. The

Red Cross Institute for Crippled Soldiers
and Bailors has opened an employment
bureau for crlpptedknen and boys at tit
Fourth avenue. This Is not a bureau
for all handicapped persons. Wo deal
with cases of amputation, paralysis,
Pott's disease, hip disease, Ac. The bu-

reau haa been organised to cope with tho
'entire cripple problem In New York city,
and la anxious to have registered on Its
books all mato cripples who are out of
work.

It Is our hops that the general public
will be sufficiently Interested In what we
are doing to call to see the bureau. We
ara located on tho northeast corner of
Twenty-thir- d street and Fourth avenue.
We hope that the readers of this letter
will refer all crippled men who ara out
of work to the bureau.

If any ono la biterested In employing
cripples, will ho pleaso telephone ua at
Oramercy 14877 Employers will And
that this bureau Is run In a business-Il- k

way. Wo are not trying to Impose
on the public workers who are unem-
ployable Wo hope to be ablo to supply
employers with help that will prove per-
manently satisfactory. Wo want you to
give ua a trial. If wo haven't the
worker of your apeclflcattons wo will tell
you o.

The Government is preparing to give
vocational training to those of our fight-
ing men who are returned disabled. It
Is more Important than ever to know just
what work In any establishment cotlld
bo performed by men with leg or arm
Injuries, In placing Industrial cripples
we shall gain experience which will help
us to deal with war cripples. In this Job
wo want to nave the earnest cooperation
of very citizen of Now "York city.

Gertrude rt. Stxik,
Employment Secretary.

Nirw Tork, December 10.

BOYCOTTING GERMANY.

Is the Threat of Post-Uelln- m Punish-
ment Inadvisable?

To Tils KniTon or The Hun Sir: Pres-
ident Wlla-o- has made Himself a world
leader and world spokesman ton greater
degree than any other man In history.
Tho schoolmaster In politics has the
whole world nt his feet and paying
strict attention to his lesson. It Is
highly Important the fate of civiliza-
tion Itself depends on It that his teach-
ing bo for Justlco and righteousness al-

together.
His speech to Congress nnd to the

world Is beyond praise or criticism
except In ono particular, which Is tho
threat of placing Germany In an eco-
nomic Coventry In case peace should
eventually be made with her present
masters still In power. ,

A boycotted Germany would be an
oppressed Oermany, with the oppression
coming from outside. Nothing can bo
better calculated to hold tho Gorman
peoplo as if unit In supporting their
present masters than oppression from
without

The roots of this war lie too largely
In oppression of this sort. Aa I pointed
out tn my. letter Indorsing Lord Lans-downc- 'a

letter, Germany, n Bmall, poor
country, needing supplies nnd markets
abroad and finding them under other
political control than her own, essayed
to transfer them to her own control by
conquest, She should bo taught that
greater commercial freedom Is tho only
way by which rho can get what she
needed.

It Is not truo that the German peoplo
as a wholo nro In lovo with their Gov-
ernment, but while- - they look upon It
as their protector thoy will fight for It.
A commercial boycott will hold them to-
gether, sullenly Wdlng their tlmo for re-
venge, which la all too likely tn como
In tho dreadful social nnd economic con-
ditions In all lands which will como
within ten jears of the war s closo.

As an economlo boycott would In
be a bad thing, 1 cannot roe tho

wisdom of holding It as a threat over
Germany's head. STrpitEN LIkll.

Milujur.v, N. J., December 19.

AN OFFER TO HELP.
Ami it t)locn1nn of Barge Possibilities

In Moving Freight.
To the Editor or The Sun Sir; As

most of tho 'public prers and prlnteJ
papers of our line aro tilled with report
and complaints against tha railroad
congestion. It occurred to us that In
vlt,w of tho widespread demand for

to relieve this congestion, either
the Stato of Now York or tho Federal
Government would supply money or
barses for the nw bargo canal or In-

land watrrs.
If such a thing were contomplatcd

tho rlcr wIsIk-- to offer his personal
services without any recompense what-
soever, to do any work that might be
assigned him In connoctlon with this
proposition, or any other that would
tend to relieve tho conditions.

Approximately H.000,000 tons of
freight annually pass through Albaav
on tho railroads, und moi,t of tho tlmo
of moving ii freight car Is loet from Al-
bany to New York, as they como all
tho way from Detroit to Albany In np.
proximately tho ume tlmo. In tills

It also may bo lntcrcatlng to
note that n bargo could navlgnto from
Buffalo to Now York, carrying caigoes
of hundreds or of thousands of tons at
freight, and nrrlvo at New York In less
tlmo than It takes a frolght car of lifty
tons or under to make tho ramo journey,
and tho bargo would havo tho better ot
conditions when It arrived In tho harbor,
n It could go alongBldo of a steamer
or other destination or continue ns far
south ns Norfolk, V.-u-, or ns far cast as
Boston or Into M.ilno without shifting
cargo.

Another thing to bo considered Is that
SO per cent, of tho exports and Imports
of tho country pass through the port of
New York, moat of which hao tn go
over tho rnllroada, and this condition
haa the relative aspect of tlio neck of a
buttle that becomes dogged up while
the reft of It 1 frio and undltrturbed,

If u bargo of 1,000, U.00O or 3,000
tons, loading approximately twenty,
thirty or (sixty frolght cars, iih tho case
may be, or take, for Instance, ino of
such barges, wero to load nt Buffalo, It
would turn back to the west thousands
of freight cars ready for reloading, and
theje surplus cars would very quickly
break up any congestion around the
port of Now York, as tho freight cars
would never have reached the point of
congestion, and so move tn an ordinary
smooth manner.

Of course It need not bo said that at
this time It does not look as If wo could
put sufficient barges on the new canal
or tho Hudson Hlvcr for them to become
congisted.

Concretely It would bo possible If
necessary to bull 100 barge h In ono
hundred day.i which would move ap-
proximately 10,000,000 tons of freight
from Buffalo or Albany to New York.

Cui.icn BAr.CE ConrOHATION,
Edward F, Cullen, President.

New York, December IS.

A PUBLIC WORK FOR CANADA AND THE
UNITED STA TES TO UNDER TAKE.

An International KeefesBfttlm Scheme for After (he War Settlement by

AtMrieM Kid Canadian Soldiers.

Oversea paper bring Hhe new that
tho British Columbian Government and
tho Idaho Legislature aro combining
to carry out aa interesting reclama-- 1

tlon project by wflich a valuable tract
of rich bottom land In the lower Koo-tona- y

Valley, at present subject to an
overflow In summer, Is to bo rendered
fit for fanning by war worn soldiers
of Canada and the United States. The
tract consists of some 70,000 acres, of
which mther more than half lies In tho
Stato of Idaho, while some 30,000 acres
Is in British Columbia, aa the 49th
parallel, tho international boundary
line, divides, so far as th flog is con-
cerned, contiguous areas.

An examination ofhs project dis-

closes what Is probably the. most
physlographlcal situation on

the North American continent Ris-
ing In the heart ofthe Canadian Rock-le- a

at nboutv 6,800 feet, the Kootenay
River for th first 250 miles, In which

I It foils more than C.000 feet, ts an un- -
navigaDle torrent. Alter piercing mo
Purcell range In deep canyons, It
emerges nt Bonner Ferry 1.S00 feet
Into the lower Kootenay Valley, and
changes Its character entirely, tor It
bocomes a stately, slow flowing stream
pome COO or 600 fect In width, winding
In great 8 bends through tho sixty
tullo long valley, at tho end of which
It empties Into the Kootenay Luko.

This Is a beautiful fiordlike sheet
three to four miles wide and sixty-fiv- e

miles long, flanked, as Is alHo tho vol-

ley, by steeply rising mountains, somo
of which attain around tho lake an nltl-tttd- o

of 10,000 feet. From tlonners
Kerry down to tho lake tho valley Is
flat ns a Millard table, and this ts the
tract to bo reclaimed.

It owes ItH existence to much tho
samo land forming process thAt cre-

ated tho Nilo delta, for It consists for
the wholo sixty mllos, with a width of
two to three miles, of the richest pos-Mb- lo

alluvial deposits brought down
from the Rockies by the river. Its
level Is but slightly above that of the
lake, tho land forming process still
going on, for each recurring summer
freshet lays n now layer of deposit
on tho "billiard table" floor of the val-
ley, at the same time pushing terra
flrnra further and further Into tho
limpid waters of the lake, which Is of
great depth. With the exception of n
fringe of flno cottonwood trees along
tha bankB, tho land Is clear from side
to side, ready for tho plough.

Of Its extraordinary fertility as well
ns of Its great depth thero can bo
no doubt On unsubmerged patches
Indians and half breeds have for many
years grown crops of oats and wheat,
where without any fertilizer what-
ever nnd with tho most primitive Im-

plements they get crops of 100 and
sixty bushels respectively, while more
than thirteen tons of potatoes to tho
acre Ii officially reported as nn aver-ag- o

crop on Kootenay bottomland.
Kvcn larger crops aro expected as
soon as tho six or seven weckn over-
flow in July und August In prevented.

This Is raued by the vast macros of
winter snow In tho huge rati li ImkIii
drained by tho rlvfr. When t i

masses melt tho lako ricd from
twenty to twenty-flv- o tcct nhovo its
spring level, thereby causing the In-

flowing river to back up and to cause
a (tmllar rise of tho lattcr'B level
which covers tho tract from end to
onil with somo feet of water sufficient
to prevent settlement.

Nature has very considerately fur-
nished ready and radical means to
prevent the overflow. Kootenay Lnko
lias but ono outlet, which lies nbout
a mile west of Nelson, the flourishing
capital of West Kootenay, ns this
part of tho province Is called. Hero
where tlio lake merges Into tho outlet
a esldo stream, called Orohman Croek,
liua deposited In tho course of ages
banks of stone and rock which It has
brought down from tho heights of
Mount Grohman (7.550 feet), thereby
narrowing tho outlet. From this point
tho outlet rlvor a series of cascades
and rapids which mako It qulto

In fact It descend In the
next few miles no less than 350 feet.
Hence by removing tho constricting
banks, or, In other words, by widening
nnd deepening the outlet for a dls-tan-

of 200 or S00 yards. It Is as nt

as that water will run out of
a bowl If you cut a notch down to a
point below tho level of Its contents
that tho lake level can bo sufficiently
towered to prevent the lower Koote- -

nay River rising to any harmful ex- -
tent.

Th" work conets of nothing more
than tho removal In time of low water

I of material only a part of which ts
Hubmerged, and as there la now a rail
way within 200 yards of tho spot the
neccstjuiy mechanical appliances can
bo got thero cheaply.

Wry different wero the conditions a
generation ago wl.cn f nttcmpted to

SCRAPPLE.

A Careful Description With a Mystic
and Dedicatory Close.

To tub EoiVoa or The Sun Sir:
Scrapple Is very nlco fried In slices of
nbout half nn Inch In thickness, or
mixed with potatoes (white), about
two-thir- potatoes and tho remainder
scrapple.

Tako nil tho uselen parts from a pig's
head, add tho lungs, Iher and heart to
tho carefully cleaned meat put Into an
Iron put over Ihe flro with enough cold
water to cover It. Let It conk rathor
slowly until the meat seems done. If
tho liquor seems too rich add more
water and rcmovo tho meat.

Tako off all the bkln and chop tho
rest not quite so lino as mincemeat. Put
back In tho liquor and whon It holU up
n train stir in cormneal until It Is about
as thick as mush. A little buckwheat Is
an Improvement Cornmeal bums eartly,
so great caro must be tnkrn whllo It Is
cooking not to let It scorch.

Whon tha meal Is In add salt nnd
' popper to tha taste, a llttlo thyme, sago
nnd summer savory. Cook about halt
nn hour and pour Into pans to mould It

' 11683, To Celestial Wuchow, In grati
tude for Strayed Arrow.

Kwanqtuno.
Somewhere rrr Connictictjt, Decem-

ber 19.

Called IUck.
front He Cfarlt elite Democrat.

Joe McCartr, the man that died a time
or two latt rar, la much allva und will
farm on the big farm nuxt car

The late White) Wuy.
The OrcM White Way Mack

, The Great While Hey U blue.
The Qreat White Way la back

To Has.

parry out this work with very prim-
itive appliances, for Kootonny had
then no railways. It wn In 1883 thatI obtained from tho British Columbian
Government a concession for the Brit-
ish Columbian tract, for which I was to
pay SI nn acre when made available
for sottlsmcnt After spending somo
thousands of pounds In obtaining expert advice and commencing tho wid-
ening work nt Orohman Creek the
usual fat of first discoverers overtook
also me, for I realized, to uso the
Western vernacular, thnt "I hnd bitten
off more than I could chow." Tho
English company to which I turned
over my concession, misled by incom-
petent advice, abandoned altogether
tho widening of tho outlet nnd ex-
pended very largo sums in erecting
great chains of dikes along tlio river
banks, by which they expected to pre-
vent tho overflow. Thoy proved, ns
anybody acqualntod with tho local
conditions could havo foretold, worst)
than useless, for not only did the
wator rise as usual on tho land bohlnd
the dnms by eoepnge, but they held It
thero rather longer thnn usual. This
occurred about twenty years ago, after
I had returned to England; the land
hu since. In consequence of this fat,
ure, reverted to the Crown, and as I
refused to havo anything to do with
tho diking nothing haa been done
slnco, though tho wholo district has
experienced a truly marvellous deve-
lopment.

Where In 1882, when I first aoa!
dentally strayed Into West Kootenay In
quest of big game, not a single house
or white sottler existed In a country
much larger than Switzerland, thsr'n
wero before tho war half u dOT.en lake-
side towns, scores of mining camps,
six railways, many steamship lines and
quite a large white population. As
explained, tho fact that the site of th
reclamation work Is In British Colum-
bia, while tho larger areas of land
benofltcd by It nro In Idaho, makn
tho cooperation of tho two Govern-
ments advisable. This was hlthertu
unattoinnblo, but y, whon the
United States of America and Conadn
stand shoulder to shoulder In fighting
a common too, unity also In lesser of
fairs has at last been reached. Moyu
tho success of this scheme, In which, I
would Uko to add, I havo no financial,
only a platonlo. Interest, bo n happy
omen and serve as an Incentive for
furthor cooperntlon to the common
weal.

Estimates of cost vary. Whatever It
ts will, po It Is stated, be shared pro
rata. In the hands of the Idaho Gov-

ernment $600,000 (120.000) has al
ready accumulated through the bene-llcl-

United States land laws, and this
Is to be Idaho's contribution. When
reclaimed the land will bo worth nt the
very least $100 an aero. It Is intended
that every foldler-scttl- cr shall have
the chunco of acquiring his plot out of
profits on generous conditions. Ccr.
sldcrlng tho extraordinary fertility of
the soil tho liomestends need not ex-

ceed twenty Hcres, with adjoining hill
"Idn forest hind An a moro llborn

Henco .somo 3,500 soldiers will
tlnd most dcslrabio homes In a beauti'
fill country, favored by a really fir.
climate (altitude l.SOO fect. twenty
Inches rainfall and no harmful sum-
mer frosts) which will enable them to
raise bumper crops for which tho

mining communities near by
will furnish tho bent of markets.

Except for a few weeks when mos-
quitoes nro bad they will probably
disappear after reclamation I know-n-

drawback to as good a country fo"
a white man ns I havo como across !r.

wldo travols.
In ono respect. If I may add a per

sonal noto, the financial loss I cxpe
rlcnced a generation ago had suttsfnc
tory remits. If not for myself, at onv
rato for Urltbh Columbia. When I

began negotiations with Its Govern
mcnt for my concession somo wealth'
foreign capitalists had already ruh--
a private bill through tho local leg'.'
laturo of British Columbia by wiilc1
thoy wero to receive In return foi
building a twenty mllo narrow gaugn
railway it was to remain their prop
erty besides other valuable rights n
huge land grant of 760,000 acres. Th'i
grant took In every yard of land
around Kootenay Lako as well as the
British Columbian part of the over
flowed bottomlands. Tholr bill had a
ready been twice read and was on the
point of receiving final sanction whcei
my baby scheme popped up. and 'n
splto of flerco opposition the foreigner
had to rctlro.

What has since turned out to be eei
of the richest mineral districts In

North America was, so to speak, save,!
to the Province and to Individual ex
ploltatlon by Its peor!1"

William A. Baillik-Gpohma- n

Bo.NLnr AunEV, Maidstone, Novo:
ber 30.

DICTATED BUT NOT READ.

Does tho Phrao Throw the I.etU'r

Otitsldo the Law I

To thb Editor of The Su.n -- oi. '
would be Interesting to bear fron) ro-

lawyer as to the legal effect of l e tn
butlneesllko "Dictated but n t re

If my recollection Is not at fau t

question como up a few ea,., &fn
trial court In this city. As I reir

In the case then on trial '' 3'
sentlal fur one of tho parties 1 1 ,

that a letter tu a certain eft' ' i '
sent Tho letter was offered In . ' ' '
but waa qbjectod t by opp.. . .n
eel on tlio ground that nlthouth
It was stamped "Dictated hut m
Tho court sustained tho old""
lug that tlnj letter had not he.
and tho party reljlng on 1' ' f i.

Whether the question , ,
up In hu appellate court 1 d- '
but it would 6etm clear that
In this caso wa.i good law it c

luttcr and uilng the words Id .i i.
'

equivalent to eaylng: "1 a
this letter, but as 1 am n t - .r '

Is In It I don't really know e

mean what It sae or not." It Is ae '

tho sender una trying tn pl.u t - '
clplent In tho position of bring N 'r '
by something which doen not bli d h "
self.

I should llkn to osli tiny defender '
this practice whether, If ho
letter accepting un offer In a trans i ' ,- -

of somo magnltudo, Htid st.vmpel "TV

tatcd but nnt rad," ho would b w . -

to consider tlio deal closed If f fn
dent man. would ho not be. likely t" 1

"Then picas.: sign another lefte- - ' ''
you havo n.ad"?

I.t " havo clone, then a,'
orotiii and slip: hod of
IllKdlll'M Coril'H'OtlllUIU'O W I1

KitooKLW, December ll


