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America Must Froduce the Shops.

We printed yesterduy a speciul
eable de:putch from London In which
the shipping situntion ws It allects us
and our cobelligerents was esplained
with convinelng clarity, aml no rendger
of this enligbtenlng iuessige could
#all to understund Its lplications or
#o comprebend the duty that ke luld
on the United Stutes by the necessi-
tles it exporail,

The supreme need of the natlons
that are leagued aguinst Germuny
S8 ships, Witlhout them the over
whelming res.urces of the Allies ean-
mot be brought to bear in the urea of
military actlon. The knowledge that
there nrc wmple stores of fostufls
and munitions In another quarter of
the globe Is of no avedl W the armics
f8 Eurore or to the clviilun popula.
tions tmt must be fod.  Foolatuffs
and munitions must be transported
eeross the seas. snd ta proc e hot
toma to carry them every ship that enn
be bullt must be produced. The wmost
amblitious bunilding projects that:hive
Peen pat forwird represent the minl-
mum of whai Is lmpertively needed,
Any felling off from the highe:t pos
sidle production In this country wiil
prolong the war and may ecrlously
imperil our cause.

Tre Sux has maintiine] from the
beginning of the wur that Amerlea's
duty wie to ereate, walntaiu and
operate a fleet of caren earriers aufi.
¢lently large to nssure the unlnter-
rupted provisloulng of the natlons
heside whose soldiers our own sons
now stand on the battleflelds of
Europe. The necessity of erenting
and launching this fleét becones more
appnrent dally. The puramount need
of the clivilized worid to-duy Is more
ships, and the Uunlted States must
supply them,

e ———
Bhall Rcform Come Frem Within or
krom the Outside?

The War Department his been eon-
vieted of Intolerable neglect of the
Ben In u number of the new army
cantonnents,

The evidence agninst 1t comes from
the highest officors of the army ; In the
testimony of Surgeon-General Goneas,
of Major-General WriGnHT, of Mujor-
General Grenry, to name only three
whose dlsclosures are fresh in the
public mind.

These oMcers, whose revelations are
eonfirmed by those of many other au-
horitles, havs publicly declared that
the hospital accommaodations at cer-
taln camps were inadequate, the sani.
tary conditions Inderensible and the
dothiug supply far below the needs of
the men enlled to the colora,

Eliminuting from consideration the
acknowledged shortage of rifles, ma-
¢hine guns, fleld pleces and other es-
sentlal armament, it has been shown
that men were exposed to unneces
sary suffering and epldemic diseases
because Washington did not furnish
seunonable clothing and proper medi-
eal care to thousands who were sent
%o camp to undergo training. Some
eamps have not been as badly off as
others, It Is true, hut some of them
bave renched conditions that stir even
the most patient to anger,

The Impression of negligence and
fmenpacity at Washington Is grently
increased by such Incidents as Gen.
ernl Grente's orresnondence with the
War Department. Fe wrote to Quar
termaster-fienem! Nwanrr ond to
SargeonGeneral Goroas on Septem-
ber 11, compinining of lnck of cloth-
fng and of overcrowded tents, On
November 14 he recvived a telegram
from Adjutnm-General McCars tells
fog him to put fesver men In ench
tent. Genernl Garmir  specifienily
stites that “tls telearnm was In nn.
ower to my [his] lotter of September
11 to General Snanee” If It mens
ures the speel of the Department In
the face of an emergency It In pinin
thrt 1t Is bopelessiy Incompetent for
its task,

8o fior the Administeation hoa nont
been subfected 10 eriticlsm for mis
whes thet heve Ioen made, Tolos of
Inproperiy peovlite snpe lnve hien
bushod up, disonnted, put idown o
he votnra! et finding of men snd-

denly teken frow oyl dfe il with.
JOoraa to 1 W psly o Hs<ipline of the
nry, e baers bt o gosd
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That polur bus nlwost been resched,
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The War Department hus wbout ex-
Imusted the patlence of a public that
! hnw reposed confidence In It to an un-

= precedented degree and has refralned |

from crlticlsm In the bellef that the
nuthorities were dalng as well as mor-
tal men could do.

There Is a strong body of apinion,
now fortified by the evidence brought
forth by the Semite Committes, which

"holile that the agents of the War
Depnriment have pot done as well ax

== | they shuuld or could do: snd unless

!thera is reform from within the Ad-
nilnlstrution, reformn will be tmposed
o It from outelile,

|
i.\ Thrift Stamp Frery Other Day.

Thrift and war savings stnmps were
put on sale Decembor 8 at the post
offices nidl are cven now only hegln-
,ning to be purchasable at eaflway
istmlum. bunks, stores and places of
buslness generally, Nevertliolpss, the
demind for them before Christmns
‘shiould have been ruther heavier than
(normal, and publle curloslty in the
‘new Government securlty shiould hive
adided to the early gale,

Therefore we read with surprise
that on Déermber 10 total snles of
these stamps through the New York
Post OMee and the Federal Resorve
Bank amounted (o 8828000, The faer
that the Post Ofice wales had more
thnn trebled In n, week Is somewhat
more enconrnging,

New York Is Iooked] to for the pur-
chaee of K1000,000 of these stamns,
{If New York were ro huy them nll In
December and In January the cost ta
! New York wonld he 882 400 000, Ttp-
| Rinnlng February 1 the price of the
wWir suvings stamp Inesenses n eent n
month, If this elty huya it £100,000 -
0 worth pretty evenly throuzh De-
*remher. IMT, nndd the year 1015 1t will
pay an avernge price of $417 snch for
the war savings stamps, or §1 000000
f more than If It honght them al) hefore
Fehrunry 1. This really means losing
$1.000.000 Interest. Quite an Indnee.
vant to buy as many as possihle
 now !

To ta%e the $100.000,000 worth he
tween December 3. 1017, and Tannary
1. 191D, this elty must buy the stamps
at an avernce rate of 1785700 a
week for the fifty.clx weeks, Platnly.
SR23 000 sald In the first two weeks
nidd two daye won't do It, even thoneh
|'!.nls SIM may represent stamps of a
| face vulue of nesrly 810600000,

There ure, roundly. 50NN peo-
ple In this clty. 1f ha!f of them. o
2200000 should buy each n theif:
strmp three deys n week they woni )
t-ke 81 687500 < f the stamps. or with,
in B100050 n week of the ot
the city Is nskel to buy. Why not
have thrift deys olong wilih mentioss
aml with wheatless dnys? Satapdoy
should wrrnin\_\- be one of (Lem
Would Tueal=ya Thursloy= aml S
urdayr do? Ench of us to buy st least
one thrift stamp on those (days?

Buylng W th Liberty Bondas.

Secretary McApoo nsks merchants
to diseontinue (nkivg Liberty honds
for goods, and points out that this
practice defeuts one of the luportant
viils the Liberty loans s ulid serve
Thesa honds nre looked to by the Gov-
ernment qulte as mueh for the con-
servution of lubor and muaterinl
for the supplying of mones to
Tronsury,

The money vou lend to the (wvern
ment Is heipful only so far us it en-

s
1he

and employ labor. If xon use the
hond to buy gomds gou do fot spve
yvour money, you spend It and having
spent it yourself you have prevented
the Government from having 830 or
£100 worth of materinl and lahor
employed In making the ebject sou
bought. Moreover, the merchant gen-
erally has to sell thes: honds Imme-
dintely, and Inrge sales that must he
made immediately depress the prices
of the bonds,

The market price of a Liberty bond
is not to bhe confused with the hond's
valne. The bend s the promise of
the United Btntes 'to pay such and
ruch an amount in 1042 or 1047 with
Interest meanwhile. That Is all the
Government underinkes to do, If the
holder of a bond sells It hefore the
dnte set or hefore 1t I ealled for re-
demption he connot anlinarily expect
to get the full face value of the hond,
e will usunlly have to pay a slight
Alscomnt for this privilege of exchnne-
ing the hond for eash when it sulrs
his ennvenlence,

The diserunt, or mnrket price of
the hond helow the fave value, will
tend always to remaln rengonrhle ko
long as holders of hanrds gell them
only when It In nhenintely necessary,
1f you have a hand anA need money
it Is nlwnys hatter to burrow on the
bond than to sell it.

Twe Christmases at the Front.

When the war war anly fiva months
old there were Christinas celebrationa
hetween the lines on the western
front that touched the henrts of nall
lelvilized men. German and Beltish
soldlers in unofficlal armiatice. dlc-
tatedd by Instinctive racognition of the
holy senmon. Inld aside thelr wenpans
"for a letie time. and by common
conpent ohserved the hirthday of the
Reviour seith & ngaond grmes.  There
were bhrief respliea from war. winked
at In mome cases hy commanders,
In other Instances established desplie
thelr oppositinn,

Koon the world heard from hohind
the German trenches of unexpected
sequele of these unmilitary hut plens.
antly humnan Interindes. Orders pro-
hibiting #ueh featernizing with ‘the
enemy wern [ssued; troops gulity of
concesslons to the Christinn festival
of Hgpt and human hrotherhioml wore
punished, traneported o strange
posts, denounced as endangering 1he
jempire. The process of adapting the
units of the Kalser's army to the rigid

ables the Government to by things |
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stanidnrds of the hign command was
unider way ; no tonieh of sofiness must
timperdl the milltars mechine,

Now the world hins evidenes of the
(Knecess that has crowned the pro-
gramme of diselpline, From the Birlt-
Ish headquarters In France thls mes-
SMEe cnme;

“Christmas Day was bright and eold
on the battle front, but there wers no
demonsteative celebrations.

"Alsd. thera was no fraternizing with
the Cermans, as happened on the Arst,
and even on the merond, Christmas of
the war,

“The

have wholly

dextroyed any tendencles
of that sort among the Rritons.”

! The P'russinn system has triumphed
over the natural disposition of the
| men subineied to it It hins rencted
jeorrespondingly on those who have
| heen compelled to learn whereln hon-
corahle war differs fram war waged
Iy the Kalser, What that system Is

]
| the fizhting that devastates Europe. Is

{not left to Imngine. The despntches

; from our army In France record :
|

“After a rall by the Germans on
itrenches held by Ameriean (roops a
[tone seniry of the Infantry was found

with hils the

oat ¢ut from ear to ear.
| o had been surprised by an over-
| whelmine force of Qermans and must
: have heen =0 killed after capture.

USuch brutallty (s familiar to nld sol-
dlers ¥hn served agninst savages (n the
| Phillppine campalgn,”

I "He must have heen killed after
Ceaptare s such hrutality is familiar to
alil saldiers who served ngninst sav-
ages in the Philippine crmpnign™
Jthere is need for no elaboration of
that suecinet note, It s an offelal
Dknowladement that the foe lins
| alinndoned] every precept of honorahile
| warfire, and to-day puts his rrust In
Jutlidess barlerlsim,
—_—
The Lid O the Sugar Barrel.

Last October the Food Administra-
ton vut In half the supply of BuUgnr
to eonfectioners, bur on Friduy Mr.
lltn; vil, I view of the new erops, in-
Pereaseldl the confectioners' allowinos
e SO per cent., while sugeesting eon-
=ervittlon und the use of sugar suhst|.
tures. “This ruling.” he salil, “shonld
{ etmble these munufacturers to main-
tnin thelr organizatims and eontinue
In thelr employ the perople who have
heen with them for so muny years,"

In other words, having practised a
vale bie economy dn oan important
foal= ulf sl having accnstomad ogr-
{ selves 1o half our normal consump-
Ltion of coufestionery, we are ta glve

up the economy and the forming
Jluthit until ir |« necessary to renew

the coonomy and reform the hablt all
oavor aunin. The eonfeetioners, hav-

I e o preliminary adjustment to
| war ¢odltions, nre to throw the good
L eeomipbishiment overbonrd,

I And nlihoueh Mr, Tlooven ussnpred
fug In Nis publie statement Intended
L for Mr. Ripp's Senate committes (hat

seareity of =ngar and the need of
etvmomy in s use wonld eontinne
threnehont  the  war, Mr. Roven
Wty save: "It (& hopyl that as
soom s definite fuformation I= oh-

talned nx 1 the prohahle entturn of
new erops all limitatlons will be re-
moved*"

(heorvn the Inst five worls,

enn liear

We
the nvernen l'ln['l-u"L'uuFunr
pryines the 18 off the suear harrel
i exelaimineg : *Whot's the use 3"
Immediate Charges Brought by the
Rallroad Dictatorship,

The Diirector Genern! of Wolirnais
pawer supreme over all
other ngeuclies for the regulation of
priblie carrlers,
atntutes, the orders of Federal and
State commissinns and the ordinnnees
of minor politieal divisions cannot
|]mmp¢-r or restriet hig net!vities, The
possihilitles of this supremacy are pot
yet completely understood, either by
the Director General himself or by
the publie.

It Is possible, for example, that the
wnr needs of the natlon may dictate

; ]m-i-qm\l‘!i ]

lem In this ity withont regnred tn
msthetles, popular ambition, or pri-

vate Interests, The terminal of the

| New  York Centrnl Rallrond has
| eensil to be the monopoly of one

L raltrond, and will be utllized for the

ll.mz--!lr of (e Unitel States In any
wiy that may soem wise.  Already
Plons e mnkinge o ude the Penneyd
vanln station here for tralns from
other Tnes; 1t s within the bhounds

I(»f sife propbecy thnt (eesenger trof.
fie In the Reventh avenue stntion
may be regdInsted to permit essentinl
I frelght to use Its tracks.

At present many radlronds are hame
pered fn thely aperntion by loen! ordi.
nance: designed to promote the com-
fort of the communities through
which they pnss, With Mr, McApoo
ft the throttle, an engine of the
United Rtates will run throngh sach
enactments without even hesitating,

What becomes of the full crew
lrws?  Lohor Is searce, transportatlon
demands Ins'stent. W1l the.e enuct.
ments stand In the way of needed re-
d=iribution of sworkers?

[ The practien] reforms that mny he
Instituted in smnll detnfle of rolirond
operntfon as well ps In Iarge are
Leyand compntation, The riilroads
live mimle this country po-sihle, and

(e rallrond Adletator will be entitled to

8lt heside the most powerful autoerat

fn the world,

The naturalized German who has
been arrested for tampering with tors
.redoes han not made the lot of his
fellows In this country any easler.

e sr—
| Hauling  halt  empty passenger
conckes aboul the country s a luxury
of coinpetitive rallroading that win
not endure under Director General
McAnoo's administration of the trans.
portation system, It ls not Improb-

Gorman melhods of warfare |

convenlenced; the straphanging city
dweller is likely to find companions
on local trains making short runs
The war will be brought home to the
commuter In ways that he has never
dreamed of, :

THE NATION'S DEFENCE.

To Ten Eorror oF Tha Bun—8ir: We
must grow our military defence. Thin
is not meant to be facetious but most

' Benator La Foulerre has been ex-

|pelled from the Madison Club of gerious.
Muadison, Wik, but he scems to be
In no danger of losing his seat in
|the Bonate. i

We must grow our army and we mumt
begin In the publie schoola [
We must create an educational de-

CONSIDER THE ELEVATORS.

Shoald It Begia In a Natioually Con: A Lesson In Government Oweership
trolled School System? |

May Be Drawn From Them.

To e Evttor oF Tnr Sun—8ir: We
hear much about public ownership and
operation of publie utllities, particu-
Iarly those which have to do with trans-
portation of passengers and frelght.

Those of us who live or visit In large
citiea have closs at hand a pertinent

According to many reports in Euro-

v pean rs dysentery has broken out
| A tew days llke yesterday might partment of the Federal Government to compariyon of publle operation and L s ¥ ry

mnke the most patriotic New Yorker ..
yearn for the status of an enemy
'liii‘n and Internment in a Bouthern
lcamp.

presided over by a secretary mp-
pointed by the Prosdent. the name as any
ather departinent of the Government, |
I Tho Secretary of the Educational De-

Vesuvius apnin in eruption.-——News-
paper headline,

What o wasta of heat! I‘"‘" of the Government. The school

syatem must be made a natlonal system

The Russlan frontler has been clored.
~Nrewspaprr headline, should be kept In perpetual service, the
That Is, closed to all nations ex- same as the post office service. Teachers
cept Giermany }rhmul-l be hired and paid by the year
em—— and the work of the teacher must be

Tte fact that there was no public made one of honor Instead of doubtful
| celebration of the heginning last night Fespectabliity, as it 1s now. The school

f
I

cond streets on the trondway should be controlled by the Secretary of
isubwny is not te bo construed as EMucation, but dividing the work and ar-
meaning that this nddition to the ranging the vacation periods should be
transportation system {8 not welcoma. Ioft to the several States for settlsment
The public wns toa cold for merry- according to local conditions,
making. Attendance should be compulsery
upon all between the ages of six and
New Yeur's eve Ik to be only mod. elstiteen.  All private schools, military,
erately wet pnd overfeeding ix to be Feclarian or Industrial, should be abol-
frowned upoin, This I one of the lshed, and thus _establish the nationnl
civilizing reforms for which we may  public school. We shall thus grow and
thank Mans. educate Americsna,
The Secretary of Education should ap-
e point on the recommendation of the
THE “ART"” IN A MOVIE, |President and the Becretary of War a -
' . - military director, who should be cone
Nothing but the Magic Lantern Am-nrmed by the Senats. 1t should be the
N Critle. duty of this military director to super-
poRE, Bey Bt . . 1 vise all military tratning in the publie
ToTiu Eoiror o THE SuN—=8ir: Cotld - L, ) " Tl g appoint an milftary
anything be more amusing than “‘: director for each State a eitizen of the

| Forty -se

Gravity of the mosing pletare DEOPI? gtate for which he is named. This mill-
11 inelwle them all, from the 1t r‘{ur}‘ director should work with the State
j#renarts hnck st 8§15 o scenarin up

| muperintendent of schools, and supervise
the local military training In the publie
wchooln,

Military teaining in the pudblic schools
should be compulrory upon =!I male
puplls between 12 and 18, and to srad-

i through or down through the producers,
| directars, managers to the worn out
Cstars enlisted from the rogular stage
and the lttle Nappers eventually turn-
ing up on the weird curtaln,

private operation In pmasenger and
frelght service which dates back many
years,

Go Into any municipal, Btate er Fed-
eral bullding, ltke a city hall, eapltal,

the operation of thelr passenger elevas
tors with the
elevators In privately owned bulldings
ture our privately operated transporta-
tlon lines transferrad to the public
brand of operation.

Within  reasonable limits covering
certain detalls and some general prin-
ciples, governmental control Is excel-

Ui Undted Statew. seircely entered on | 0f locnl serv.ee between Hector and curriculum and arrangement of work lemt In its results, but that |s somes

thing cntirely different from ownership
and operation,

Let the representatives of the pub-
lle ahow that they can operats a few
elevators in a manner which compares
favorably with the operation of thou-
sands of privately ownel passenger
elevators considered at random before
they reach out to take over mors re-
ep~naibllity of this sort.

Let the people demand proof that
the elected and clvil service employses
of the public can make good In this
feld before (hey are sntrusted with
Ereater responsibility (n more Impor-
tant related lines of nctivity,

Geonos Laxvis WiLsox,

NEw Yorx, December 20,

THE ORIGIN OF “COLORED*

It Was Used In the Sense of “Negro”
Before the Revolution.

To THR EotToR oF THE Sux—8ir: In
reply to Mr. J. W. Redwny's Inquiry when
and whare the term “colored” originated,
may | point out that it has been found
in John Bpeed's “The Theatie of the Em-

oparation of nnmnnr'

Federal and State

the solution of the West Bide prob-

rhh that some travellers may hll-lum.

I ask, Counid anythine be more amus-
ing than their gravity-—1 mean the
gravity of their I'ea that they are em-
ployed In furthering a high and lofty |
“art"?

There I8 about 48 much art in the |
Mnovies as In washing dishes or peeling
lvm umbers. Cime of the finest charac-
tearizations of moving pletures was exs

conpd by Migs Emma Go'dman [n a lecs

ture geveral yeard ago, She called them

“ha drug habit of the mind ™ Bhe was

HE, % anv ie the vty pxlstance Af
the Jegitimute  thegtre. with its noble
orig'ng and nolile art, threatened, bhut

the reflective poawer, the mental cohers
i ence and eontinmty, the love of what In
genuine und artietle. face ruln In thin
| generation by the inroads of this new
jEpecies of “sntertalnirent™

The movies never were and never can
be. mote than an ampl'fication of the
old magic Iantern viewms of the country
rehionltiouse, They are Just plain photog-
rarhy, no more.  There (= ahaent the
'ving volee. the preeminent charm and |
intimacy of the living stage  What we '
Ket in place of It = a erude pantomimie
caricature. This pantemimic car‘caturas,
«this travesty of real dramatic verity, ia
| Indiepensable to the movies, becauss
! natural representation would not Ime-
press in the abeence of apeech. Eo we
get  comedinne  tonpling over ellﬂl.!
vampires adminlstering hyoscyamus to‘
hrunette lovers, walters spliling dishes,
automohiles overturning, curtard ples
fivirg and all the other maudlin phans-
tagmisgoria of this mock  “art” In
whnt nre ealled “seriale’ and on which
fahulous wmounts nre sald 1o be spent,
nre regals! with what Sam Weller
would eall “richness ™  Hut the old bag
of trleke e there Just the miine, with the
eledan't g exaggerations the contorting |
of features the van'd sentimentality, the
vilgar'ging and dirtortion of every prine
ciple of 1ife and art

Healizing full well the abject poverty,
in ortistie respects, of A sarien of photo-
graphs fiashed on A mereen (t ham been
:lh' recent habit to surround the movies
with bheautiful nuditoriums, soft lights
il orchestras of operatic proporilons
It has ouly sdded absurdity to ahsyrd-
1y, The movie pro<lucere have no pepse
of humor  Or do they In their hours of
yeaEe hireak inta loud guffaws when they |
{think of 1t all? If 80 thera I8 hope. May |
Allah save them! BrerweN 0. Crow,

Nrew Yonw, December 19,

we
S

OLD AGE INSURANCE,

Should the Kiate Compel Provision for
Declining Years?

To The Eprror or T Bun—~8ir: To
spend the last remalnine vears of life
In a charity hame or In the district poor-
house, crowded In with shiftless, half
degenerate characters, is the fate that
comes to many of refinement and eule
ture who have worked hard and con-
solentiously throughout 1ife. giving to
the world the hest that was in them,
while nt a eomt of probably but a dallar
or two ahove the nvernge Institutional
!eoxt worthy old folks could be saved
from the humilinting and d-iresaing ats
s mosnliere of the public Institutlon,
| Compulsory pge insurance woyld ass '
eomplish the noaded result under Gowv-
ernment supervis'on  premilime ta be
eollected from weekly wages of all from
30 to 66 years of wie The premium
,would be trivial. Caloulating from the
| American mortality tablas | estimats
thnt aho 30 rcents n weele enllected
during the perfod named would be sdes
quate to provide a eomfortable compes
| tence at nge 65

It would reem to he only In kesping
| with modern Christian sentiments to
, adont some more humane way of deals

Ing with worthy old folka who have sute.
(ived thosa whn would gladly have
| looked after thelr comfort and happls
ness H C W,

New Yonk, Decomber 28,

TRADE BRIEFS.

The Amerlenn Consuyl Cenaral lo Mose
gow, Wuseln. ham requested that trade
Journals and directories of American firme
Interexted In the Russian trade be sent
te him.

Bugar machinery and sgquipment for sx-
tracting oll from corna brans and pu'vers
ising the heans are needod by a planter
In the Tiritieh West Indies,

Greeee's wine production tn 1MT Is se-
timated at about 4,000 000 gallons, and nle
though more grapes wers co~sumed for
other purposes, the wine ylold s greater
than that of 1018

Manufsciurers and axporters of hoapital
furniture and suppli*s are waked to come-
munieats with the dirsctar of & wociaty
in Pern which ts bulliing a hesplial. The
new structure will wcoommodats 650 pa-
tlenta.

Glave fasteners for cap pealks ure nesded
In England. Hamplea of the style wanted
ean be seen At the Burean of Poereign and
Domestle Commerce, T84 Custom Houss, .
New York cliy, by referring te Fils No,

L

| plre of Great Britain,” published In the

again In Salonica, Egypt and Italy, It
Appears (o be under eatisfactory con-
trol, and will probably dim!nish greatly
during the cold weather. The com-
| plaint, however, has the disagreeable

partment must hear all educational mat- CUSIOM house or post office. Contrast habit of lying dormant In winter, to

!break out with increased wiolence In
the epring., Manifestly, therefore, the
‘present In the time for dealing with

~—the same In all the States. Hchool of the same nelghborhood. Then ple- |it, Instond 8 walting until our troops

are In Franco before taking steps for
its prevention.

There is another renson for these
preventive measures which should be
| pointed out in the Interest of our allles.
| There are two germs or parasites
which cause dysentery, and one of
them In particular, called the amesha,
s often found in the Intestine in a
state of msuepended animation, as It
were, and In this lurking form »
brourht from tropical countries where
i it naturally lives, Una:r sultable con-
ditions it becomes actlve, and owing
to this ability to travel from one
ctountry to another without losing its
power of Infection It becomes impern-
tively: necessary to see that troops are
free from it before they leave for thair
camps in France or In any part of Eu-
rope. In the medical examination both
the ameeba and the bacilius of dysen-
tery should be looked fir.

With reference to this phase of the
subject It Is satisfactory to know that
& noted authority, Dr. Btiles of the
navy, hna Iately taken eteps to pre-
vent the recurrence of these pests In
army camps. This Is made clear In
4 ntatement recently lssued in Wash-
Ington. The researches which have
been carrled omt In regard to the
nmaha, the dysentery baclllus and
hookworm insure the ndequate protec-
tion of the army from these parasites.
Althourh dysentery and hookworm are

j boys when they are most enthumiastie

' simplest and most ecanomical way with-

uate a pupil should have spent st least
two montha in the study of tactica and
drill each year from 13 to 18, The
Faderal Government should provide the
Arma and equipment for thia training,
and for each clasa gradvated provide a
full complement of uniforms. urmes and
eqninment necessary for active military |
service, .

Heink compulsory, this service would
ba open to all allke, and with chances
of advancement dependent entirely on
merit there would be a constant Incen-
tive ta the greatest effort, so that
Fealthy spirit of emulat'on would work
both for the Improvement of the morale
of the classes and the advancement of
the grade.

It would engage the attention of ouor

and when their bodien are lithe and their
musclen plastic, so that they would prove
teachable, and the discipline, while more
eanlly aroulred, would stick better than
lnter training,

This evatem would provide in ten
¥eare & body of capable and thoreughly
trained men greater than any Power on
enrth has ever had at any time, and
thim competence In aur Americun citl-
senry will have been acquired In the

out Interference with any of our Indus-
trial or material processes. It would !
burden no Btate or [ntarsst unequally
and would be fn ne way a hindrance to
the plans and life work of hoys whn
may desire to epeclalise In wnything for
which they have taste and talent They
would acquire akill as naturally as they
have learned to walk and talk. ‘The
plans for perpetuating this military skill
will work out mo eanlly and naturally as
to renuire no sugrestion here.

While the scope of much & plan s
national and woull neoersarily be an
expensive one, no plan has been sug-!
geste]l that would rost so little,

Tihere Ia no susgest'on here that Jdoes
not apnly to all citizens allke. The pur-
pose In to create an American aplrit so |
virile that it wil]l completaly obroan the |

growing youth and leave '~ ' wom for
Ism= or hyphens, If ary . kles are
cracked It s because t''v. e whers

they have no right or bus.nesa 1o be
We muat grow a natlonal spirit which |a
the life an well as the falth of Ameri-
¢ane. If there are any whe cannot suh-
mcribp to this national faith and grow
into it this s not thelr place

There is no sugwestion of experiment
in this plan. All human experience as
well a8 our great nesd attests the valus
of a symtem that will broaden tha acope
of our schoois. It will not b dlsputed
that we nesd & uniform echoo! system
an wall an genera) military tratning. Is
thera a better way than this to previde
both? E. E. Warren,

Poranxexrse, December 29,

INEFFICIENT COAL.

The Poor Quality of Fuel Charged
With Inereasing Tomnage.

ToTus Emron or THE SUN—S8ir; Your
reprint from the Coal Trade Journal en-
fitled “Is the Coal Bhortage Merely Dues
to Faulty Distribution? has brough: to
my mind a condition that [ have not
soen touched on anywl re as explaining
one of the reasons why we are ehort oft
coal,

The factory of ' ‘hleh T am manw1
uses approximatel, ten tons of coal a!
day. This is, of course. no very large
amount for a manufacturing plant. Hn.i
ever, L Is of suMclent volume for me

| to conclude, after watching Ita consump-

tion and making tests, to say thai the '
conl we get In of mo poor a quality that!
at loast 30 per cent. of It I noncombus~
tible, and this means 20 per cent. less
eMclent than the coal we were gelting !
2a late as & year ago. ;

Now, then, my argument fs that If
the coal were of first quality cur 4iM.
culties would be far less, Tha manu=-
facturer wouldn't consmume as much |M|
the rallronds would necesmarily be re-|
Heved of A very great added burden.

All of the many manufacturing plants
around our own Are uning & groat deal
more coal than they 4ld a year ago.
They are not necessarily doing any
Ereater business. They all blame It to
the poor qualily.

With the Immanse number of plants
operating all over the country, this must
mean & colomal Increape in tonnuge to
be hauled by the raliroads

Everybody yells about what should
be done to Investigate the shortage of
coal, bul nons seams to think of Invess
tigpting the quality of that we are coms
pelled to uma,

A conl man whom 1 casuslly mat pee
ecently admitted to me that most of the
coal coming to New York was from
culm plien. If thin I o, It explaine the
lack of heat unita

Give us good coal and the result will
be shown In & very short time In de-
creased use. E. M. Knaton, l

New Yoax, Decamber 28,

year 16117 The particulur passage cited | 0t related. they have certain sanitary
fromshis work reads as follows: “Their | ¥'Pects Which must he considered to-

coloured countenances and curled haly”
(xxv.: 49, 1). The same word was
used In a translation in Juan and
Ulloa's “Voyages,” published beiween
1760 and 1772: “The negro women or
the coloured women ns they ate callad
here” (1 :4IL: 8. 121). Tt was also used
by Captain Frederick Marryat in his
“Newton Foster,” published in three
volumes In 1582: " ‘*Au cachot! cried
Ri! the coloured girle' The term may
also be  found in  Harrlet Heccher
Btowe's “Uncle Tom's Cabin (1%50),
chapter 18, page 182: “Among the
colored circlen of New Orleane”

Thonins Jeflerson made tse of various
terms to indicats the Afro-American.
Writing to Benjamin Banneker (1781)
he mald: “Nature has given to our black
hrethren talents equal to these of the
other colors of men™ To John Lynch
in 1811 he aald: “You aak my opinion
on . the proporition ® ® & 4, taue
measures fur procuring on the coast of
Africa an establishment to which the
peopls of color of theso States from
time to time might be colonlzed * Writ-
Ing to John Adame, April 20, 1512, he
sald : “Christopher MacPherson Is a man
of color, hrouglit up as a bookkeeper
by a merchant, his master, and after-
wards enfranchised” Elsewhere (n hin
“Latters” he referved ta  them as
negroes. In the Philadelphia Aurora of
February 22, 1800, the phrase “A man
of color of the Island of Et “omingo’*
may nlso be found

The term “people of eolor” found favor
with Bryan Edwards, the author of **The
History of the Hritish Calonles In the
West Indlen* In hia “History of Re,
Dominge." published fn 1791, he BUYE,
page 26: "The cluss which s called
penple of color originater from the In-
termixture of the whites and the hlacks
The phrase occurs In “The Portfolio™
published In  Philadelphia  In 150
(L.:183) : “People of o'lor: This now-
fangled name for the black race which
has crept Into the voeabulary of the
Unite? Etates meems to have been bor-
rowed from that frultful source of in-
novations the philosophical schoo]
Parle ™

Thornton In his "American Glomsary"
ciles the following other instances:
Thomas Ash, “Travela In Amarlca,”
chapter 3, page 184, date 1808: “In tha

white ballroom in New Orieans no lady |

of color is adniitted.” “The Massachy-
solts Spy.” November 29, 1815; “Died in
Girafton, Sarah & woman of color, age
113" J K Panlding. “John Byl in
America,” page 88. London, 1835: “We
all read Massa Quarterly, he lovad us
penple of color o much.”

From tha foregoing. it eeoma to me
that the modern applieation of the term
“colored” to persons of Afro-American
Aesoant s a natural ane angd has at-

ined & very respectable age.

NEM Yomrx, Decemiber 29,

The TUse of “Colored” im the West
Indles.

To tHE Epiton or Tne SUN—8ir: In
the United Biates & person reforred to
&8 “colored” may be of unmixed negro
blood or may be of mixed wWhite and
black blood. In the Viest Indian islands
hut a small percentage of populatfon ia
of pure white blood ; almont all are elithep
of mixed biood. white and black, or of
pure black blood.

In these (slanda the term “eolored” ia
Invariably applled to those of mixed
bload. Sometimes the “colored" person
is nlno referred to am “brown.” A nezro
I8 naver referred to asm *‘colorad Ha
in always spoken of as a “black' op

FHYV

negro, Nor In thess Islnnds Is & “onl- |

ored” man ever spoken of or ocalled a
negro.

Each of the above terms has a dia-
tinct meaning and usage in the West
Indlen, E L. Bracwu.

Newrory, R 1., December 29,

Ten Cents a Month for the Red Cross,
To THE EpItom or THE Biun— 8ir- It

has occurred to me that & ateady (.|
come for the Hed Oromrs. at leant for !

the perind of the war, could ba orovided
with very little cont to the members
My suwgestion s that sach member
rhall contribute ten cents a month (n
addition to hla annual memhershin fee.
For this T shou'd propose that sach
member contributing In this WaY re-
ceilve a memberahip free at the end of
lils present year. This would provide an
Income of a milllon dollares a maonth,

collections to be made through local |

chaptera,

1t has geemed to me that no ane could
nr would offar an objention ta this plan,
since the oxpenss o tho Individual Is

very elight and the advantage to (he

erganization wo great. Ty arder to start

the pian In motion T will pledge myselt |

to this payment and Invite others ta do
the same, ArTHUR Brmxn,
Ewarawoon, N. J., Ihuu‘hr 0n.

A

of |

Inther, and which affect not only the
medicnl selection of troops but their
' proper management abroad,

| Tt would be most unfortunate, for
ilnstam‘a. {f hookworm wure transmit-
| ted to France, for its raviges on new
| 0il might he far wor=e than they are
lin the Southern Btates. Itz original
'nnhuu. Dr. Stiles hue 1a!d great em-
phasis on this paint. Infection might
easlly ¢ost an army corps in the flald
of artual operations. and he makes A
careful caleulation of the loms of re-
cruits throuzh the prevalence of hook-
worm In roldiers from thls sectlion of
the United States. Moreover, dysens
tery, like hookworm, s pecullarly an
affair of youth, few men escaping it
for long while rojournine In climates

G. W. WANTED NEWS.

He Demurred at the Vagne and Tn-
certaln Accounts From Virginla.

To tne Enfrox o THe SEox—S§r: The fol-

dresned o General Arthur St Clalr,
coma (nta my posseasion.  Tha lstier s
writtan from New Windmor. June 28, 1781
It s n ramarkahle letter In that it aamo-

where these parasites thrive. In the

| LEGrs

lawing original letter of Washington, ad-

hat | for the sesslon of 191%

course of his testa Dr. Rtiles foung that
hookworm was present In aboyt 4
per cont. of the recrults, and he justly
emphasizes the need for surgeons who
are accustomed to the microscopic ax.
amination of the exgw,

In Europs dysentery |a ganerally
due tc the presence of a mpecial bacli.
lus discovered by Flexner and thy
Japaneise biologist 8higa, and it prsses
from ore person to another In drink.
Ing water, by contact with sailed
clothing, or more often by means of
the flles and other winged Insects that
haunt the trenches. Hen.des this thers
Is the similar disease which seamna to
be caused, as already mentionsd. pot
by a baclllus but by an amceba or
protozoon. At present In France and
Italy the use of a serum Iw being tried,
Its power of conferring Immunity lasts
for several months and It ean nlso by
ndministered afthAs the disease has de-
clared itself. when It greatly reduces
the virulence and the longth of the
average attack. It is now time
procure an ample supply of this se.
rum to prevent an outhreak of dvson.
tery on the return of spring.

It is further eatablished that hook.
worm predisposes to dysentery, even
If It is not actually related toa it In the
list of diseases. The treatment of this
group of allments happens to be simi-
lar In many ways. The regular use of
the serum as a first ald has (ncreassd
the effect of remedinl medicines. Thy.
mol ls recommended for hookworm,
while & new drug called emetine and
derived from Ipecac has proved curas
tive In cases of ammbic dysentiry in
India and Gallipoli.

The practical point of thesa pe.
searches is to call atlention to the
neceaslty of Improved wsanitation of
eampa. transport= and trenches Equip-
ment for the disinfection of linen and
clothing Is not ny complete as modern
experience shows to he necessary. For
the disinfection of uniforms and cloth-
Ing which cannot he wash«l steam
sterilizing plants are necded nnd rooms
for the exposure of infected articles
tn the action of formaldehyde nand
o*her means of fumisation. Mot au-
thoriiles prefer steam, but apparently
other agents have thilr uses. Tt s
nlso necessary (o disinfect “he floors
of hoapitals and other bulldings used
by patients suffering from (hese In-
fectloun discascs,

Purificntion of the drinking water in
France may be required, A ieaf might
be taken out of the German and Ause
trian book, In Gallein and in the Pal.
knns ta'd sterilizers have bwen set gp
and men In uniforms have oeern fumls
gated with the regu'arity and thore
ocurhness which are absolutely neces.
sary in the prevention of camp pests
llke dysentery and hookworm.

TR T

[:A TI.VE HEARINGS.

A Sensible Reform Peenllarly Needed
at This Time,

To i Enrron or THE BEvx--Sir: Now
that the Legisiature Ia about 1o convend
It 1® Iminartant
that =omie reform be made 'n our sye
tem of hearings hefore the several lngie-
lat've comm!‘teas,

ciatex no less than seven historic names:
| Washingren, Martha Washington, General
Arthur 8t Calr, General Anthony W yne,
Ganeral Willlam Irvine, Count de Rocham-
beay and Lord Cornwalils
Paisiex W, Mamaanw.
Ngw Yonx, December 22

L]
HEADQUARTERA, NEW WINDEOR,
23d June, 1781
&ir; Yeuterday 1 received your Favor
of the 16th 1 am much obliged by
your care & attentlion far the Publie
pervice—yet the same time lament the
 small poasibility of succemg which you
lh.l!'a reason to expect from the Repre-
| mentation you give of the Disposition
| of the Assembly of Pennsylvania—Rome
favorable clrcumstance, or some ad-
verss fortune—may posnihly vet draw
forth thelr exertlons. Your seal for the
comion cause 1 dare say, notwith=tand-
ing theee dinagrecable proapects, will In-
!d:.-‘r vau to continue your utmost en-
deavoura for the general good.

Gen. Wayne has given me a aimilar |

return with that you have Inclosed 1o
me,—am sorry to observe the smallness
of hia Numbere. 1 hope however they
will soon L increased,

Of the Mllitary storas you mention to
| have been left at York Town—you wil!
be pleased to ordar such as want re-
palrs. to be sent to the Laboratory at
Carlisle: to be immediately NAtted for
me. Those which are In order may re-
, maln at York & be dellvered for the
uss of the next troopa which may ren-
dezyvoun at that place,

It appears somewha! girange tn me
that our accounts of the operations in
Virginia are so vagues & uncertain-—
aqually unaccountable appenr to me to
he the Aesigns of L'd Cornwallls from
his rapid and deviocus movements. Ry
hin Intter conduct, It wonld seem, that
the effect of all his oparations In North
& Bouth Carolinn are totally lost and
the enemy are likely again to be reduced
to the poasaralon only of Charlestown.

The tima of your joining the Army
must depend on the exertions of the
state. & thelr succers In furnishing surh
numbar of troops to thelr line, as ahall
" give you A muitable command In ths
fleld.  Ar soon aa this shall ha effected,
I shall wish you to wo on without delay.

I am sorry to hear the 1l state of
health of Mre. Bt Claly. 1 have the
pleasure to Inform that Mra Washing-
ton is In n falr way of recovery.

The army In this quarter Is now
taking the fleld; their frat paint of en-
| eampment s at Peekerkill, whera 1 ex-
lppel to be joined by the Court De Ho-
cshambean, with his troons. which are on
thelr march from R, Teland.

I have wrote Aenl. Irvine on the auh-
Ject of his proposal.

With much regard & estesm
1 am sir,
Your most ahedient servant
im0, WasRmiNGTON,
M. Genl. BL Clalr.

1

A Balotion ut Laed,
From the Arkonanw Thomas Oal,

Former Judge Bents s contemplating
the Imprevement of our communliy by
lutlding himself o new houss, He wil)
build all of the roams on the south sde
of the structure, the north side bsing
coldest during the winter.

— e ————— ke

A Rusy Up-State Man.
Moorea Mill corveapondence Poughkeepaie Kagle.
Henry Bush s the busiest man In town,
bhetween breaking eolta anid on
Breese HUL

foreman

A Revisdon Necessury,
From the Siaa %img Etar Bulletir,
| With the price of bangs sn igh, rome
fellows w11l have to fAnd an<ther sxcusse

for volag here.

Manv persona have comnlained that
after making the long trip to the canital
to apperars before a ea-tain mittee
they were sadly di=appointed to learn
that the hearing was cancelled or pnsts
poned owing to nremsure of other hush
. nenas or lack of time

It for no other rearon than the eliml
nution of unnecessary ra'lrea ] feavel at
this time, T belleve wa shoull oive this
mitter serfous attention al s o suge
eestlon. T propose the following

That Wedneadny af rich woek he re
rerved for committee hearings: that afl
committess meet on that day: that the
remular Wednemslay sesrinn be “eld at
night. Jonin V. BpEntpaw.

New Yomx, December 20

"

THE BOWERY BREAD LINE.

Its Abolitlon Does Not Moan That the
Helpless Have Disappearcd.

To THx Enitor or THE Si'v—3&ir; Con-
riderable mttentlon s given In thie
week's papers to the fact of the Bowary
Mi=slon bread line being discantinued
and the supposed causes for this courss
of actlon. There can he no nuastion
about the fact that the abjetion which
has been ralsed to tresd tmew in the
pa=t is fully answered by present cons
ditlons,

The majority of these men are at worlk
now becaune thes were w!iling ta work
whean the opportunity was= affords’ them
The records of the Bowery Misslon
bread fine aow his clame o o L]
ubout 00 per eent of the whole

There are, however, left on our hands
the other 10 per cent. of men unahla to

.o

work when they get o chance: the alek
the old or appuarently old  thosw of
shabhy appenrance, and the mentally
Inefc'ent.  For these men we wonld ks

to continue the hread line Bt nur funds,
owing to the wvast demands upen the
public elsemhere. are ine Moot We
are doing our very hes: through the In-
atrumentality of our labn Hertlement
At Yonkers and nur farm at Yorktown
Helghts, to rehabilitate same of these
phymically incapable nen  We are suce
ceeding but the expense In very greal
If any of your readers feel Hie ha'lpe
Ing us In tha matter, we slall he very
Flad, J. G Matnrmonn
} Superintendent, 317 Dowery
| New Yoru, December 2

ANSWERING “YES" OR "NO."
l.ln Oplnfon That the Questionnalre
Mere'y Wanits the Faets,

To THE EpiTon oF THE 51 N—=3Sir; He-
| RArdIng the letter “A Neutial Alten 1l
In Tug 8vn, 18 it not tac much to oy
pect the Questlonnalre (o relieve the
reglsteant or his adviser from all thltis-
tive? May we not assume that whers
the direction is glven o snswer “Yes'
or “Nu'' this means to ppply 1t only o
a normal case which 1s susceptible of
such answer”

Would not the entire diMeulty have
heen obviated without seriously vielating

d

the Alrections on the questionna’re If the
guestion  “*“Yhero were you born™ hao
been answered @ Y1 was born in Hu!
England, of Norweglnn parents who

| never renounced their Norwegian natior
ality"; and If the guestiin “Have yoi A
tiken  out  flrst  papers™ had bee |
answered: ""No, | attempted to dn
but through Irnocent arror regardl;
ianurmlity ey deelaration was Il'nrlI
dated"? ¥
May wa not assifne that the w ".
tarpase of the questionna‘re @ 1w (23
the facts, not to bhe literal? K.
New York, Decamber 4.
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PROTECTION AGAINST DISEASES IN'AS
CAMPS ABROAD AND AT HOME.

Special Danger of Intestifial Trouble and Hookworm, and Preventipy
Measures at Home Are Urgently Needed,

L™
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