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Early in the apring pefore the buds

atarted on (lie trees school chil-
have -~ twigs e!‘

th the furry buds well the ahrubs and
B N & = for the teacher’s beds under glass ot

early and

the living room for
+  placed in water In swoll, th | pre gat

dren have for years taken

atarted as & bouquet
Seskc. The twigs were cut

s few days, until the
heat of the room causing
Twigs of flowering trees

atart. the coldhen brought in for forcing
ght into bloom

shrubs may be brought 8o t they are well over the rest

during the winter In about this same ..,

munner tor home decoration.

Twigs of all of the following plants

i K. The greater the resistance of the
can be forced jnto bloom Ny % :" nt plant *o growth under favor-
them while dormant and placing Py, cspnaitions the greater the advan-

stems 1n water in & sunny window
a lving room: Anilen Indica, Ch
canndenaly or Judas trec, Ghus
japonica or Jupanese quinceAitzia
florida or flowering rvilla

‘grandi-
yracflls, deytsid eﬂmz grand
florida or weigelia, e rlﬂﬂh-l

flora or pearl bush; f« latifolia or

sima or golden bell, Jsuckle, mock
noyntaingy laurel, Aond, flowering

orangd 10 ns, rambler
‘_ apple, . pralrie willow,
0008 rea, prunifolla or
Roat . wile *pirea Van Houttel,

hridal wAris. All these are com-
{ln ayommon trees and shrubs,
mn"' is not difcult to obtain
s A desirlrtl. to try the experi-

Ijvthua plants can be forced, that
Jnada to flower in pots or tubs in
or conservatories if

/started ut the proper seasdn while the

/

' planth are dormant or at rest.

The dormant condition of plants has
‘besn the subject of considerable con-
trowersy by nurserymen and the Octo-
ber Bulletin of the Missour! Botanical
(arden makes the sftuatfon clear. It
syl

“The sest period of plants mdy be
defined as the time when all outward
'activities appear to be at a standstlll.
Tt usually begins in the fall with the
slvent of conditions unfavorable to
growth and continues until these con-
ditions are improved In the spring. In
the cass of declducus trees and shrubs
tne rest perfod actually begins when
the length growth ceases and. the
terminal buds form. This may tnke

place as early as July, the planis

grafually becoming more and more
dormant until complete defollation
takes place. The herbaceous peren-
‘nials begin to rest after their tops die
down Iin the fall and crown buds are
. tormed. Hulbs enter their dormancy
within two to four weeks ufter flowe -
ing, when the tops yellow and die. The
‘ength of the period of rest varies
with the different spécies, s0mne are
ready to begin growth In a few weeks,
others are unable to start for several
tnonthae,
“The period of dormancy may be

" shortened hy means of varfous treat- |

ments.  Plants with long rest periods
are diMicult to arouss during the early
stages, but the greater part may be
readily forced during the middle
portion of the period. Among the
agenls employed are ether, drying,
freesing, submerging In warm water,
immersing In weak alcohol, mechani-
eal injurles, the use of weak solutions
u! hydrochloric and tartaric aclda,
&t
“Twige of Nowering shrube like lllac,
golden bell, deutzia and spirea may bé
forced Into bloom in midwinter by sub-
merging in warm water. A more satls-
factory method, however, consists of
placing twigs In & tight container and
pouring in ether at the rate of one tea-
spoonful to every 482 cubic inches of
wpace, The planis or twigs ahould be
allowed to remain in the vapor for
twenty-four hours and then be placed
in water In a t room. - The mols-
ture is essentlal to prevent the drying
out of buds before growth starts,
“Shrubs require special preliminary
treatment If they are to be forced Into
successful - hbloom. It Is absolutely
neceasary that vegetation bs com-
pletely, arrested and the plants shall
have entered into the period of com-
plete repose. LUnless this condition is
observed, notwithstanding the best
processes of forcing and the most im-
proved sgquipment, the planta will de-
velop leaves, but the flower buda will
ha blasted.
*To [osure a compact, fibrous root
system the plantsare frequently trans-
; hlanted in the garden. In addition, it
is demirable to pot the plants in the
spring and keep them plunged in soll’
during summer. This will help ripen
the wood more evenly and bring them
fato dormancy sooner. After a froat
or two they should be placed in a cool
house or cellar and kept at & tempera-
ture of 35 degrees F. The soll should
not be allowed to become dry. If
#oaked when stored, no further water-
ing Is likely to be required.

“There are actually three stages of
the rest period; the first, when parts
of the plant cease wing; second,
the complete repose, and third, the be.
ginning of growth again. During the
period of complete repose In December
Is the best time to begin forcing. A
temperature of 45 to 50 degrees F. in
the greenhouse with constant syring=
ing to force out the buds will bring

, plants Into bloom in ten to twelve

weeks. In tho spring the time of forc-
ing Into bloom is shortened to four to
nix weeks. If ether in used its effect
is to shorten the rest period probably
by stimulation of exsyme action. Ata
temperature of 60 to 65 degrees F.
during the early period of reat oped
half ounce of ether should bs used per
cuble foot of space. The amount
should he decreased during the later
singen 4¢ dormancy or if the relative
hoeidity 22 fie chamber Is high. Care
must be taken that the soll surround.
Ing the plants Is parfectly dry, as ether
a water and peneirates to the
roots, ng injury and st the same
time losing some of ita efMiciency be-
caumn of the of vapor.
“The planis should be placed in an
airtight chamber, a small opening be-
ing left at the wp for the insertion of
n sponge contalning the eother, this
opening being afterward sealed, ¢
“The time of exposure is variable, the
ustial time helng tort;--.l-bt houra, but
decrearing late in the season. Some-
iimen a second exposure of twenty-
four hours s made after a few days
interim. The treatment should always
be given durlng the day, as artificisl

1

JNight may cause the mix ether and

xplode,

be planted In
ted after several

in the fall o o0y successfully

“Bulbs are
o ot tion, beckuse they

Pefinta which reapond readily to
/th do not need any ether stimula-

/tage of etherisation. . The expense of
'forcing is reduced in propotion to the
length of time the plants occupy the
Ereenhousen and the lower tempera-
ture neceasary. An early market and
& better quality result in greater re-
muneration to the grower.”

STATE TRACTORS TO lllil:ll‘!‘i
FARM PRODUCTION.

In Marvland the 8tats Council of
Defence, to insure. an Increase In
wheat acreage, is the first organiza-
Ption to offer farmers not only advice,
but real help, having purchassd four |
tractors to be used In preparing laml}
by ploughing, harvesting. &c. Two of !
these trartors are boing used in Kent |
county and one each in Cecll and Har-
ford counties. The roumting of the
tractors is in the hands of the county
agents, The farmers’ applications are
listed and itineraries for the tractors
are made out accordingly.

Charges for the care of the tractors
are based on the actual cost of opera-
tion. ‘These charges run from #$2.50
to $3 an acre for ploughing and 50
cents an acre for disking or harrows-
Ing. The results thus far have been
entirely satisfactory. "

In addition 10 helping meet an
emergency, the use of the tractors '
has resulted In the purchame of a|
number of them by individual farmers |
and groups uf farmers, i

New York should have one hundred
Btate owned traclors as & start on
this same plan for use next spring.
4 Later, when the work ia properly or-
ganised, additional tractorm could be
purchased to help supply the demand.

At an average cost of $2,000 each
his would represent an outlay of
$200,000. Heveral counties can well
afford to purchase a few tractors. The
money neceasary purchase six tract-
ora, say 10,000, wouldl never e no-
ticed In the annual budget of each
of thirty-three counties in the State,
where the tructors would be real helps
to farmers. This would give 198 addi-
tional public tractors, a total of 298.
These machines would produce resuits,
The whole lot could be managed In
such & way, the Bilate and county
authorities working together, so the
tractors could be routed to mccom-
plish the greatest results with the
least possible loss of time.

When not In use on farms the trace
tors could be used In hauling produce
to market and " transporting other
things, and In this way helping to re-
lieve the rallroad congestion.

New York State will spend no doubt
‘during the year considerably more
than the sum required to purchase
ent hundred tractors In an effort to
advanee agriculture and speed up pro-
duction in ways that will be almost
wholly unproductive. Why not do
the sensible thing and do it on time?

Farmers' applidtions can be called
for Immediately and the tractors
routed g0 as to keep them constantly
busy withoit delays or time wasted.

1t a small percentage of the money
expended in obtalning publicity and
getting somebody’s name in print wia
spent Iin some such sensible manner
as wsuggested positive results would
be accomplirhed. The general hurrah
and the mass of publicity matter with
which the mails were burdened last
season was so much waste energy,
but here i» an idea that permits each
Atate to really do something to help
farmers [ncrease production. Farm-
ers have been surfelted with advice
and cannot use more. What is wanted
and quickly is help. This help in not
solely for the benefit of the farmers,
but for the mansses in the form of
abundant food.

ELIMINATE WAR GARDEN
WASTE.

Max Schling, chairman of the Com-
mittee on Parks and Squares of the
Fifth Avenue Association, suggests
instead of tearing up front lawns or
planting new ground In an effort to b
patriotic in the production of vege-
tablcs next spring, that a cooperative

sart be made. New land cultivated
for the first time is almost certain to
cost more than the harvest will he
worth and also the second year. With
cultivation and proper fertilizing
he third year should be falrly pro-
ductive; that is, as new land Is usually
operated for war time gardens.

Mr. Schling’'s proposal is: “Inatead
of many individual efforts I suggest
gooperation,

“Within & half hour's ride from New
York are thousands of acres of good
Jand. Take for instance New Jeraey.
1f each of the wealthy men who are
ripping up their lawns for planting
because they want to help would put
up $100 or $200 and cultivate this land
it would pay its expense posaibly the
first year. It would give good results
and a good profit the second year,
The money this land would bring
could be utilized for the purpose of
opening up new ground and develop-
Ing more and more channels for pro-
duetlon.

“By combining efforts, which are all
for the same end, by applying a uni-
form and correct syslem of cultiva-
tion under aimilar conditions, and by
cutting down the overhead of amateur
farming by eMcient methods and au-
perviglon, the many wealthy men who
want to help in food conservation and
production can, I am sure, sttain re.
sults satisfactory to themaelves and
helpful to our Government.”

———————

AEWARE OF TREE BARGAINS,

Late last apring & so-called horticul-
tural conocern sent & car of trees to a
slation on Long Island and Induced
onae of tha professors of an agricultural
college there to Indorse the propoal-
tion. Appeals were then aent to the
lnurlpupen showing the need of

&
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lect their best stock with which to |

fill thelr orders. That which In too |
poor 1o be sent vut Is finally gothered
up and burned. Naturally emough, If
somebody comes along and offers a
cent or two each for such trees and 2

agrees to dig and pack them ro the oy I o

nurserymen are at no expense, selling |
them for really what they are, the |
honest nurserymen are ahead what- | o
ever they receive, besides saving the | . . at
expense of digging and burning ‘the |
stock. The stock thus gathired fur] L

& mong from varlous nurmperies |« ¥
packed In a frelght car and shipped ! X L
to n point near some large cltv, The |
newspapers aro then “worked” for
free notices by the nursery concern |

the wsouth. When
In two or three of these frames

scemed @n need more frames than

planted ghe little frames may be moved bought elghty-five pullets. In the nine
to some sequestered novk and sowed
with seed for fall transplanting, Al-
ways Jocate them so they slant toward
the acourate and
over ready slingshot of my nelgh-
bor's youngster had shattered the glasa

tacked chessecloth mcross the hox and
found 1t quite satisfactory. Then I

possesned, so 1 knocked the bottoms
out of some soap and starch boxes and
tacked cheenecloth across them. The
Y | front edees of the cloth 1 fastened
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EORCING SHRUBS AND TWIGS - STATE TRACTORS AID FARMERS

! succeeding months she secured from ' draughts. A houre m' st be low o,
| them an income of $386.88 and had on | to be warm In winter und be Provi
| hand eighty hens worth $80. The cost | with openings so that It may be ke
of feed, repairs and other expenuuiconl In summer. rovide ope ,.,wmr
was $166.16, which, added to the first | foot of cloth front to each six lq-|_:_
cost of the birds, §50, makes a total of i feet of floor apace. Provide one squs,
1 | 9246.18, leaving a profit of $220.72, or ! foot of glass to each twelve squar m’
nearly §3 per hen. Reporis are desired | of floor space. Allow four square fr ot ;r
from other poultrymen. floor space to each vird, Allow soven
— . to nine Inches of roost room fop eah
Dutoh toaa and sauffle hoss are the | bird, depending on the slzn.
same. BcufMe hoes ars used for clean- |
ing walks, cutting weeds and stirring | Seleetion of Stock,
the surfacs soil where shallow cultiva- | The matter of clioosing Wreed I
Intgely a permonal question, Ty,

{ tion 18 glven.
! :Amcrlun breeds, Nocks, el nd
'.m_ Wyandottes, are the best genar| pur.

rm!u! lm llﬂ‘ Im breeds, belng sultable for both
l.'lD MICE. | eERS and meat. Leghorns are Pritmur.

e P—— lly an egg breed, but stand back
Bod orchards are likely to be &t~ wonqirions even better than the hr:::

‘tacked by rabbits and mice that girdle 3...4.
Ilhn young trees, seriously Injuring and . If purchasing birds Insist that ey
!‘ -’l:.gm? l“l:'l.l:' i:w:::r Penmsylvania be vigorous, well matured, and "'*;dif
Btats .n.trmtur:l ‘(,'nlktu mnrl’:mends for production. Vigor and maturiy
1 : : 1 1B & puliet are Indicated by o hpje),
:u:ln.a comw: m:ulm:“or ;::tth :’;! red comb, prominent eye, and ;l
nehes or more In helght abou o , oy, and diep,
tree. Before mounding it is advisable :i:gl::',“'lrh;):“::r:?:'I:\-Tll:'l:.lnf,am‘ e
: i 010 pay g
':-:v:tl::tt:: ::‘u:s?kr:;;h:ut::’-:’::nr: higher price and gct puilets :-:.-I)' i
| centrated lime sulphur or the sludge MY rather than walt until spring
left from the horge manufacture of it. [CF €HE&% At the prosent time thers
| As an additional precaution, espe- should be no difculty In ubtainine
| elally against rabbits, a guard made of Dullets for starting back yard flocks,
i & short length of wire netting should Pulleta ready to lay are being offemd
| be used. Fold the wire netting loogely ‘8t $1.50 and up, Assistance in locating
around the tree Lefore mounding, set- | 8tock will be gladly given,
ting 1t a short distance below the sur-| Tt Is probable that the hack ygrq
| face of the ground to discourage the . flock under avernge conditions cun
mice from burrowing under It, .| more earily malntained by higine ¢
A® A protaction against rabbita ft 1ot each year and not wtremptine 1,
i shonld extend weil up on the trunk of ' rear chlckene. Lawving liens kept wigh.
the tree. If rabbits only are fearcd the ' OUt male birds are yulet and dn e
! mounding I8 unnecessary, as a guard become a nuisance to nelghliors
(of cornstalks, burlap or
.““1‘,:”‘1" ef‘:‘e(‘tlr\:‘;b" -
| pping the A helps some, | Possible Retarn
yand rabblts make fine potple. If rab- i
| bits cost $6 each rabbit potple would! There are three posasible retirna
probably be as popular as guinea heul*onh!‘ of conslideration, from keening
in leading restaurants, ;& back yard flock, First: The watis.
Polson baits may he used success- | factlon of responding to the cull «of
fully sometimes. Farmers Bulletins | patriotism for home production and
670 and 702 contain directions for mix- | food conservation. Second: The sat.
ing and use, These may be had free |isfaction of keeping and caring (o

igh
ded

1

Lesa
some such  complaints will be made if this ria
is obscrved.

!!mmlhlna. fresh air, and freedom tr'm.
]

WEIGELIA

which patriotically (and groat stress |«
Iaid on the patriotism) offers to sup-
ply trees at lems than cost, only ten
cents each at the car, from the great
surplus stock of thelr enarmous nur-
series In wesatern New York, to those
who wish to beautify their home
grounds or plant orchards to produce
food. ,This price Is made only in con-
sideratior. of the fact of overproduc-
tion. All varietles are in stock. It
only takes & moment to write any de-
sired name on the jabel.

Fditors should know what they are
doirg Dbefore glving pubilcity to
plantirg fruit trees and offering trees
at Uhe car at ten cents ench.

The New York newspapers printed
this free advertising on their editoriai
pages and free notices also appeured
in New England papers rotwithatand- |
ing the fact that the men back of this |
scheme owed some of the newspapers |
for unpaid advertising bills for the
last peason’s advertiaing and for that
of previous years.

Every year honest nurserymen sea-
schemes of this kind. Agdvertising of |
this character wiil not be admitted to |
the columns of Tne Svx.

SPRING OR AUTUMN PLANTENG.

There has been conslderable discus- |
slon recently whether spring or au-
tumn planting of fruit and ornamental
trees wan hest. The writer has planted
trees for thirty years or more and in
all this time does not recall a single
tree that was planted which failed to
live, All the planting w.s done in the
spring, largely because spring planting |
had been surcceasful and planting wt
thin time became something of a habit. |
Uecasionally autumn planting proved
successful, but these wers trees that
were offered in the autumn by nur.:
serymen and were purchased and’
planted then. fearing the supply might |
be low or exhausted in the spring

Trees carefully handled In planting |
and properly planted, if reccived "In
good condition, whould live. [Peach
treea in the North do best, it I8 gener-
ally agreed, when planted inthe spring. |

Called upon to settle disputes be- |
tween nurserymen and planters as to
the responeibllity for trees not living
I have found the planter to be at fuult |
more fredquently than the nurseryman, |
And when shown the cause of the
trouble the responaibility was admitted. |
Bometimes delay In transit has ruined
tho stock, hut this does not often occur
and in such cases the railroads have
been responslble,

To wseltle the question as to thni
value of autumn or apring planting
some of the leading urboriculturists
have béen asked for thelr opinlons. .
The first is by Charles A, Green, one
of the oldest nurserymen In Americn, |
who operates a large nursery and ex-
tenalve orchards and small fruit plun-
tatlons. ’

PLANTING TREES, FALL OR
SPRING !
By CHARLES A. GREEN,

In attempting to answer this ques-
tion I must ask you In what part of
the country does the planter live, If
he lives in the «xtreme north fall
planting shiould not be advised. If he
livea in the mouthern or middle south,
that I8 in Pennaylvania, Virginla,
North Carolina, southern Ohlo, Indi-
ana, Tenneasee, Kentucky or Missourl,
then in that cass fall planting would
be highly desirable and profitable, re.
sulting in & galn of almost u year's
growth, provided the planting could
be done early enough in the fall,

When trees ure planted the uverage
planter does not compact the soll ns
firmly about the roots as he should.
A trep growing In Its natural condi-
tion will ba found to have Its rootws
bedded firmly (n firm soll, This should
teach unm that In planting the tree we
should compact the carth over the

tamnd winter rains cause

\

roots very firmly but not so firmly at
the surface. Rinee this firm packing
of the =ofl is often neglected, the fall
the curth to
letome firmly packed around the roots,
and this I# one reason why fall plant-
Ing is desirable. Further than this,
the wounds of newly fall planted trees
Legin ta heal over immediately after
planting, and often new fAbrous roots
are formed after the fall planting.
Many times when trees ure ordered
in the oring they do not arrive carly
cnough o get full benefilt from the
spring rulng, but when planted in the
foll they get the full benefit of these
ritlis and get a much earlier start than

 mums without removing it for an inch ,
or more. Then plage the stems in'
deep vases #o the-water will come L0
within t#o inches of the flower head.
The water shiould be quite hot, Leave

the flowern for . twenty-four hours,
after which the flowers may be trans-
ferred to vases of cold water, |

The preliminary treatment prevents
the formation of a calus, which is
, nature’s method of heallng u wound, |
und =o ¢nnlbil s the flower stems to take
up the maximum amount of water,
which they cannpt do when placed in
fater in the ondinary manner, The

with thumb tacks or “pushpins,” mak-
ing It easy to raise the cloth and In-
spret the plants, Also they may be
watersd through the cloth with th
fine spray of u watering pot, though I
prefer using a sponge that just fits the
hand, thus controlling the amount of
water and avoiding an unpremeditated
deluge.

At the grocery one may find hoxes
of all shapes and slzes to fit different
avallable places. Have them shallow

out,
>l have sold out or are sclling. The farm

by applying to the Agriculture De-|live stock and the piensure of havine

partment, Washington, D, C.

THE POSSIBILITIES OF BACK
YARD POULTRY KEEPING.

According to the report of R. E.
Jones of the Connectlcut Agricultural
College, the poutry Industry Ia to-day
in a very serious positlon. The heavy
selling which began when the price of
grain reached itz present level is ex-
hauating our New England flocks. Not
more thon one-half the normal num-
ber of poultry remains, Buburban poul-
try keepers are almost entirely sold
Many specialized poultry farms

Nocks are holding out best, due no
doubt to the fact that home grown
grain forms an important part of the
ration,

Continued heavy selling of stock has
kept the price of market poultry down,
but the supply cannot long continue,
Eggs have not increasd in comparison
with other foodstuffs, but a higher

enough not to exclude the sunshine. | jeyvel will obtain as soon as our present

A sheet of glasa which has been re-

storage supply is exhausted. MPutriot-

moved from a plcture frame or window | jsm s demanding more and more that

because o porner was Lroken out will

thos lanted in th i steme shoull be placed In water as be serviceable. Find a box to fit it and
|--p-1l's:m l:l‘l . HP: o g Boon  us possible  after they are!muke i cold frame of it; the broken
h-ta:r.e lhn“:u ";;_I“T"r \{'lhe:f“:::‘ru;;: guthered, Shorten the stems elightly corner won't matter, Lacking glass

opens almost every kind of work neecds
to he done without delay, and some
things appear to be delayed of neces-
sity. Usually the condition of the maoil
Is more crumbly and lesn water-soakoed

‘I the fall than In the spring, thus

making full a more desirable seuson
for planting
Notwithstanding the facis set forth

| a5 above, more than nine-tenths of all
the planting done in this country is

done in the spring. When the spring
buds bexin to swell and the grass to

| ovaw el the dandellons to bldssom

there In every suggestion for planting,
which inspirea many to set out trees,
plants, vines and shrubs, The atten-
tion Is called to the subject more viv-
Idly than In the fall. T would adyise
banking up around trees fall planted.
The ¢arth shounld be hanked up around
the basze of the trunk to the helght of
at least n foot. This is advisable also
with shrubs and small frult plants and
Vines

Susan P, Okle of London writes that
“tliry ent larks over here, a throw
Wack to canniballsm. Let us hope that
thix appetite will disappear with the
appendix.”

Newhere but in England and Ireland
van the song of the lark be heand at
its best. How human beings can kill
such beautiful songsters and ent them
Is diMcult te understand. The won-
derful notes of these birids, never to be
forgotten by thome whoe have heand
them, should he sufficient to afsure
their protection, to =ay nothing of the
valuable services they render in e-
stroying lnsects,

MORE VEGETABLES NEEDED IN
U. 5. ARMY CANTONMENTS.

The various army cantonments
throughout the country are cremting
an unusunl demand for various Kinds
of vegetables, The thousands of sol-
diers at each of these cantonments
equal the population of good sized
citien. Ax these cantonments have
grown up within a very short time the
queation of vegetables, especislly of
the more perishable, sort, has become
riather serious,

In dealing with

this situation the

' War Department has decided to purs

chase vewetahles from those aslready
engaged In the business of vegelalle
growing xo far as poaslble rather than
to engage in vegetahle growing with
hired help and purchased equipment.
Consequently each gamp quartermns-
ter has been Inatructed to furnish the

growers In the vicinity of each camp.g

and cantonment with the approximate
quantity of vegetables that will be re-
quired during a given period.

These growers are to be informed
that the Government will purchase
vegelables after sénding out circular
proposals, and that the award will be
glven to the grower or firm that offers
the vegetables at the lowest price.

It is belleved that this plan will
stimulate during the coming season
the production of those crops most de-
aired in the region of the cantonments,
where otherwiss they might not be
plentiful. i

KEEPING CHRYBANTHEMUM
FLOWERS FRESH.

With a penknife strip up the bark
it the end of the stems of chrysanthe-

by cutting off the ends every second |
day,

A CITY CHILD'S EGG QUESTION.

Yally- Mother. do farmers milk cows
to get milk? 1

Mother - Yes, 1'olly '

Polly - Well, if farmers milk cows 1o
get milk, do they exig hens to get egas? |

The e potnseltin or OUnristmas |
plant 1s familiar to all, but not many
{ know that there s 4 white poinsettin |
| stmilar to the red except thd color nti
the flowers,

use cheesgecloth,

Thes: hoxes make fine places for
starting slips of house planta.
summer 1 filled one with begonia alips,
anid In the fall 1 had fine plants to
give improvident nelghbors,

At present, March 3, my large eold
frame has rows of snapdragons, scabl-
nmn, parsley, hollvhocks, Canterbury
hells, foxelove, forget-me-nots, &c,,
ready and walting for transplanting
e, Also there are rows of secda
planted last gall that will come up
when spring calle them., | always
kather the socds of my choicest hardy
plhilox as soon as rige in autumn and

S limmediately sow them In the cofd

GARDEN EFHCI}:HCY FOR Iframe. A fine crop comes up the fol-

AMATEURS. ih-wltue kpring.  1've never had suce

| == L cess With  phlox  seed saved untl
1 ¥

| With our severe winters and late SPTINE and then planted. The same

'springs the coldframe ts armost indixe |
pensable. The regulation size sash im |
2 Ly 6 feet. Directlons for construc-
Ition of frame may be found In first |
!tln eeed catalogues. The eoil used
lr:muld be maoderately rich, lighit and
not ‘visily packed. |
' When preparing the bed ut seed !
itsowing time place a bushel basket ba-
side the L, cover It with g plasterer’s |
and shovel from the bed enough
dirt, #ifted through the sleve, to fill the

eve

with delphinium. They seem to lose
all interest in life If kept over winter.
Do your transplanting of secdlings on
n cloudy day or lute In the afternoon.
With elther a dibble or a slim trowel
make a hole, fll it with water, and
pass on to the next. When the
water has sunk into the first hole
pince the plant therein, M1 in with dirt
und glve it a lttlo more water to setlle
the dirt,
planted scatter some dry sund wround
each plant for a dust muleh and cover
the plant with a auart berry bhasket
for a shude. For three or four duvs

| tasket. When the dirt in the cold- |attend carefully to thix shading, as the
(frame {s thoroughly dug over antl'iz;"n:““ ;""'" “'“‘]'"" and often kills
raked smooth ndd the sifted dirt, care- D ’r ore they are well asteblished,

! Tully rake the bed level and the sur-
face will v fine enough for the recep- !
(Hon  of  the  smallest  sceds, With
T\s.qtm-m; van thoroughly water the
| prepared  bed and allow it to stund
twenty-four hours hefore sowing seed.
| The edge of a plece of lath or thin
hoard cut o little less than three feet
long i5 used to press into the woil, thus
marking the straight row for reception
of geed.  After seed has been sown sift
# thin covering of dry moll over the |
(rows and softly press in with your
i pleee of board, not so energetically,
however, that the seedlings will never |
be able ta push up through the sur- |
face. '

1 painted the inside back and front
boards of my frame willow green and
when dry divided it vertically by white
lines Into rows about four ur flve
Inches apurt. which were numbered.
A six foot frume accomm tes from
slxteen to elghteen rows. Write the
list on n card and tack it above the
i numernls. Ty reference to the card
you Iimmediately know what the tiny |
soedllngs are when they appear. Also
enter in vour gardbn book the list and
numbars in case scmothing happons 10 |
the coldframe card

Rut my coldframe was full and there
1 were more seeds T wished to coldframe. |
Bo T houglit & set of little boxes 11 by |
12 Inches with o sliding glass. While
the coldframe [s stationery, these
boxes may be mov from place to
place and when ,not In ure may he |
slored In basement or
Often I set one on the bed which it Is
intended tlie plants shall occupy, pre-
pare the 11 by 12 bit of soll am In the
larger coldframe and sow the seed.
When the enclosed seedlingn are large
enough to transplant by removing the
framo there are the plants, bunched,
ready at hand to be sel, saylng time
and steps In bringing them.

After the carly seellngs are trans-

toolhoume, |

Remove the haskets ut night, replacine
them in the morning. Remove them if
there be i soft rmin, but in case of n
severe storm Keep small plants covered.
A% the ruin ie npt to beat them down
or wash them out of the ground. Sinve
tho boerry baskets and put them In (he
basement in the fall, us they are in-
val@alle at transplanting tlme,

Over certain plants which need win-
ter protection T sét a box rim, some-
timeq giving the enclosed plants a layer
of munure or a4 covering of leavea,
accornling  to  thelr  requirements.
I find In this locality first year holly-
hocks must be protected. fo 1 ntuh
them in a box rim. and in t
up the rim loosely with leaves and tack
i bit of wire netting across the top te
prevent the leaves blowing away,

T never hurden my memory with the
detalls of garden arrungements,

garden Dook T enter the lst of cold

| Frame seeds, plants and boxes, names

ind Jocatlons of hul
ihose which need dividing and moving,
&c. This T do throvgh summer and
iutumn, close the book and forget it
till #pring, when 1 take It out into the
yard and esll the roll. Some plunts
respond promptly and some
Aleeny to hear the call. The latter T
give a few days of grace, but knowing
fust where they are hiding I avold
planting something else above their
tleepy heads. This spring by referring
to the Look I #hall know just where to
find certain gypsy hardy chrysanthe-
mums and #hall know which ure white

and which are yellow and shall gather | houses and cramped

them {nto the fold with their brethren
of the long chrysanthemum boardop
where they belong.

Ixex Brerr :‘-Lnn‘nrf Ohio,

In November, 1918, & woman In a
New Fngland village whoere all food
was  brought from a distance and
where grain pold at the highest price,

he fall AN |

[

Last | proper

1

l

|
i

In aiare Lroken off In the full

l

are too | tory house.

poultry products be utilized to spare
the red meats and other foods fit for
expuort.

A small flock of poultry in the back
yard can be made both a pleasure and
a profit under present conditions, If
care und managemont are
given, If you are not keeping ponltry
in your back yard obtain a few birds
nnd join the army of food produacers,

The Feed FProblem.

The feed prollem can bhe eatisfac-
torily takem care of with the bhack
viard flock. The most frequent mis-
takes come from trying to keep more
birds than the size of the family will
warrant, The purchase of feed Lhen
becomes a burden, improper rations
are used and production I8 unsiatis-
factory. The refuss from the avemge
family will keep one hen for ench
mature individual, particularly where
help is employed in the kitchen. While
heny may be kept for a time on kitechen
refuse alone a small feed of seratch
grain and possibly a little mash mixed
with bolled vegetable parings will keep
the birds in better health and more
than pay in production. One pound o

grain @ day with the refuse from |

family of five should be encugh to feed
ten hens. Ready mixed serantch graln
and mmsh are best with a smll floek.
Home mixing will pay with twenty-

“hen the row, or bed, [s alf | Ve or moje hens,

flow to Feed,

The grain should Le scattered In the
litter at least twice cach duy, and bet-
ter three times or mure, Only enough
should be seattored during the day to
make the hirds exercise, most of the
grain being fed about an hour before
dark. TIf table refuse ts plentiful mash
Is not nesded; if not, mash may be fed
with refuse at noon or kept before the
blrds in & hopper. Whatever ration Is
usod always keep the birds hungry
enough to make them active,

Green Food,

The waste from a small gurden will
help to keep down the feed cost. There
is nlways something suitable for foed-
ing poultry which would otherwise be
thrown awa). If there Is sufficient
room for special poultry crops, Swiss
chard mas be grown for suminer green
feed and mangles for winter green
feod. A row of chard (wenty-five feet
long and a row of mangles fifty feot
long should provide a year's supply.
The mangles which are thinned out
auring the summer and the tops which

cellent green feed. Green feed of some
kind should be provided every day In

new plants, ! the year for best results,

Housling.

A poultry house for ten liens need
not be very expensive. A plano hox
can be converted into a very satisfac-
Packing hoxes may be
used Lo advantage. Dirt floors are
uitable where the soil is Hght and awell

rained, A small run is desirable in
summer, but not an absolute necesslty.
Good results are belng obtalned where

mnko ex- !

Ilho hest possible product for consump.
tlon. Third: The financial advantage
which will come from turning cheap
feed Into high priced human foods
The retall price of graln for the
vear will probally not be fur from
4 cents a pound. Veeding one pound
per day with kitchen refuse for ton
hena would make 365 pounds. costing
$14.60 per year. A production of 123
eges per hen, which is very conserig.
i tive for a back yard flock, at an jver-
(age price of 4 cents cach, would la
worth $50 per year. The cast of the
birds will be very little more thin ¢
value to cat ut the end of the vigs
with the possible exception of l.a..
horns, which are small. The o o
housing will not be very hieh exoop

haie

where new boildings are Lol wod
even then it shonld be only o sup
cost per year.
———— -
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WILL DELIGHT YOU

J. FRED LAISE, Bunker 110
birds have no run at all. T R LA WD :
Good care and management will HAMPER contalning - 0 o
- apples, potatoes, white ard @ .t 1t
overcome the disadvantage of poor | AR S BERIER S A0 : i
qumrters,  For | of seleoted foncy eating w0 ! e 4l
those who prefer to bufld new houses, : PACK. Kool quality &) ¥
working plans for w 6 hy 8 Livuse suit- .-..im_ Lienton, Maryiao! .
able for ten hens will be given next | —————
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