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Give These Powers to the President.

Senator Frercrea has Introduced in
Congress a bill empowering the Gov-
srament to commandeer and to bulld
bonses for artlsuns employed 1u sulp-
yards, to control transportation lines
sarving these plants, ad to estubiish
barred zones for thelr protection. The
provisions of the blil follow (the
recommendations made hy Adwmirul
Bowizs, manager of stecl shlp con
stroction for the Emergency Fleet
Corporation. They form a loglenl
and necessary part of the Govern-
meant's shipbullding plan.

The grave emergency In the pru-
dection of shipping which has been
eaused by Iack of housing facllitiex
for workers In the yards ham been
grapblcally met forth this week by
Homen L. Fencusox, president of the
Newport News Shiphullding Company.
which Is not able to produce to Its
fall capacity simply hecause it cannot
shelter the men It needa,

One great obstacle to quick con-
etruction of ships has bien the lm-
poeibility of obhtalning suficlent Inbor
at the yords. amd thls h-s resulre
largely from the Impossibility of fur-
plisbing living qu rters for the men
who are needed. Many of the plants
are sltuated far from reslidential quar
ters, nnd the facllitles for travel to
and from them are Insufficlent. Bo
Admiral Bowres testified that while
the yards conld nct get workers be
cau:e the workers conld not ge
hemes, In sonie Inshunces rumwier
cottages, at most occupled only a few
montha In the middie of the bhot
season, conld be ndapted for tennnts
{f they could be obtalned. In numer:
ous canes the owners of these coltages
would onquestionahly be gind to turn
them over to the Government, but
the transfer could be bhetter managed
under a statmie providing fr theh
pee. In other cnsea no houses exist
and at auch pliaces the Government
would be badly hundlespped If It
ecould not hulid appropriute shelters
for its men,

The muintenance of transportition
lines to the shipyards. mannge'
primarily for thelr beneflt, woul!
allow workers to live In neorby eon:
munities, and to travel from the plants
to thelr homes nnder the best conll
tlons, unbampered by local traflie
which, important to Individuals
though It might be. shoud tuke second
place when the necessitles of the war
are lnvoived,

The Imperntive neceseity of those
sections of Senator Prercmesr's bill
which affect the proiection of the ship-
yards from sples. from fire hasurda.
and from other perils arlsing ontsile
their limits. Is apporent. Under the
authority they wouldl grant the Presl-
dent conld nequire in the mighbor-
bood of a shipyard whatever land
might be neaded fir the x1fety of the
plant, and pollee It eflicient!y hy mill-
tary or civil guards. The Government
would thu< be able to lonk afrer ite
Interesta Inslde and outs!de these es
tblishmenta without elnshing with
the loeal authorities or with private
individunls.

The powers sought In (his mensure
are natural Incldents of (he ship-
hullding programimne on whos success
depends the [folllng of the U-bont
mennce. They nre essentlal ta the
proper proseration of war agninst

jermany, and Congress should nol
hesitate to confer (hetn on the Fxecen
tive Depnrtment of the Government. '
A Bouthern Statesmon to Southern

Statesmen,

Representative Jasies O Cantriny
of Kentueky Lus appealed to his eol-
lengues from Southern States for sup-
port of the womun kuffrnge amend.
ment on grounids that should touch
the minds and Liearts of all,

He wastem no time or thought on
the merlix of enqunllty ot the polls, or
on the dezirubllity of prescribing at
the patlonnl enpital quallfientlons for
electora in the forty-elght States. He
is not concerned with (he reasonable
pesws or logle of the arguments ad-
vancedd by the proponents and oppo-
nenis of the Amendment. Such eopn-
siderations enter not Into his compu-
tatlons, The stern renlitles of life
are hiz meat and drink, and ne one
statesinan 1o other  statesmen  he
cries :

"Pepresentativo CANTRILL pointed out
that tem Houthern Biates wara now In

e
"

centrol of thirty-one of the sizly com-
mittse chairmanthips In the House
Four of thess tan States control elghteen
of the thirty«eme chairmanships. That
the Bouth would llke to keep thia con-
trol goes without saying.”

And on the desire of these ten
Rtates to keep thelr thirty-one out of
sixty House chairmanships Mr. Cax-

,TRiLL bullds his edifice of persuaxion.
If the Democrats from the ten South-
jern States vote against the suffrage
|.mmdmt, the commitiee chairmen
from those ten States are llkely to
lose thelr Jobs: conseguently, It Is
the high moral duty of the Demo-
erats to vote for the amendment.

| We enngratulate the women who
| are lnboring dillgently for the suf-

frage amendment on the fact that|

| they are not responaible for the Ken-

2 [tucky Representative’s blow In thelr

behalf, although we are reluctantly
compelied to admit that he knows the
men to whom his burning words are
addressed.

Libel Buits Where There Can Be No
Allegation of Malice.

In a ense In which Tax Svw hap-
pens to he eoncerned, the Appelinte
Divislon of the Supreme Court In the
First Department, all five Justices
concurring, has handed down an opin-
‘on of genern! interest to newspapers
trying honestly to print what Is so.
and only what in so,

Durlog the infantile parnlysis epl-
demic of summer before Inst this
Journal published in a list of new
rases reported by the Health Depart-
ment the name and address of a cer-
taln child. There seems to have been
either an error of fact or n mistake
of locatlon. A mattress maker at the
sume oddress brought sult agalost
Tue 8vx, alleging negligent, carelens,
wrongful and untruthful pubtieation.
=pecifying Injury to his business and
cinlming damnges (herefor. The coun-
s¢] for the defendant demurred to the
complaint. The plaintif procured an
order for judgment on the pleadings.
nnd the defendant appenled. The Ap-
pellate Conrt reversed the order for
Judgment sole's on the ground stated
ns follows by Mr. Justice SuiTn:

"We are of opinion that the complaint
wholly falla to sta'a a caumse of actlon

tlon was made maliciously and with a
wilful Intent to Injure the plaintiff » bum-
nesa, All the damages sought in this
nctlon are damages to the plaintifa
business. In fact, that is all the dam-
age that could be sought, and it ia per-
‘ectly evident that the plaint!ff could
not truthfully allege, If he would, that
thers was any malice or wilful intent to
njure his business. It was apparently
8 pure mistake and for the damages ac-
erulng therefrom the party s without
a remedy. Hovey v, Rubber Tip Pen-
cil Company (67 N. Y. 118). In that
camo It was held that to mainiain sn
action for a libel !njurioun 10 plaintiff s
business it must he shown not only that
defendant’s publication was not justified
In fact but that It was with malice or
a wilful purpose of Inflicting Injury. As
the complaint contalne no such allega-
tion the motion for judgment on the
pleadings should nct have besn granted
and the order should be reverred, *

Thus the Appellate Division square-
Iy affirms the just principle that In an
netlon of libel npon plaintiffs busl-
nega or plnce of businesa It must be
nfeged and proved that the publics-
tlon was mude with getual mallee
and with a wilful intent to Injure
The opinlon has an obvious bearing
upon the Inrge class of damnge sults
far llbel which are hased on Innocent
If mistnken statement and with which
every newspaper publisher In this
town Is more or less familiar.

The Money Value of Fdueation.

At the request of the Federsl Com-
missioper of Education Dr, A, Cas-
wrert Evuis, professor of the philaso-
phy of eduecation, University of Texas.
prepared the manuscript of a pam-
phlet published by the burean under
the title of “The Money Value of Ed.
ucation." The purpose of the publl-
eatlon as stated In the Introduction
Is to glve people nn understanding of
the extent to which “the wealth und
the wenlth producing power of nny
people depend on the quantity and
quelity of eduention.™

One of the feutures of the halletin
nre o number of charts, ane of which
purports to show how education In-
creases productive power:

“Massachuseitsa gave her clilzens
seven years schooling. The United
States gave her citlzens 4.4 years
schooling. Tennesnee gave her citizens
three veara schooling. Massachusetts
citizsena produced per capita §240 per
year. Citisena of the United Hiates pro-
duced per capita §170 per year, and
Tennesseo citizsens produced per capita
§118 per year”

In making this comparison between
the extremes here shown. Maasachu-
setta and Tennessee, Is It a logieal
economieal conelusion to make that
the difference in the producing power
of the citizens of these States In on-
tirely doe to educarion? There Is a
vart difference between the Industrial
conditions In the (wo Btates; hatween
the number of manufacturing estab-
lishments, the amount of capitnl In-
vested and the Importance of the
| trade centres In Massnchusetis nnd
; Tennenses, The nuthor confesses In
| hin text that It Is “very unfalr”" to
attribute this difference to differ-
ences In educational systems. Lt
the mixlending thing Is thnt penple
nre more likely to rend the conspicu-
ous dicta of his charts and not read
his oullifying limitationn

in the fallure to siate that the publica- b

members in Congress.” Another one
In to the effect that “With no school-
Ing of 0,000,000, only thirty-one at-
tained distinetion,” while “with col-
lege education of 1,000,000, 5,768 at-
‘ talned distinction.” And another mays
Ithat In a eertaln class of work posi-
tions demanding only reading, writ-
Ing and arithmetle pny $082, while

: positions demanding u college or tech:

nieal edueation pny $2,400,

We shall not quarrel with these
figures. But as the bulletin Is dl-
rected to the money making valne of
jeducation, It might be asked, In it
true that educated men are the great.
est money makers? Are the collegn
and university professors, the law-
yers, the doctors and the preachers,
who might he tnken to represent the
edneated class, the eaplialists and
the men of great wealth of this
country? :

We have no Intention of deprecint-
Ing the value of eduention or Its Im-
portance to the upbullding of a Btate,
It Is a nation's greatest resonrce. But
educated men do nnt menrure educn-
tion by the money that they get out of
it. To put the dolinr mark upon the'
text hooks nnd the schoolliouses 1s to
tlepreclate the Ameriean enneeption of
| the real purpose of education. This
true purpose Is not to create a body of
wenlthy men, but to make men with
breadth of knowledge or, as Viscount
Brycr snld, men “with breadth and
Insight and balanee In thinking pow-
era,” to make men who are good eitl-
eenk, who make n virtue of obedlience
to law and established endes of honor,
who emphanize duties Instead of mag-
nifying Individunl rights.

Twins.

Red Tape Laws a rival, Blue Tag, In
the buslness of muking confusion
woree confounded, of wasting money,
of sacrificing lives,

Blue Tag Is the Imp of priority
rerched on this commodity and that
supply, on the<se carloads and those
manufacturing orders,

Red Tape und Biue Tag are (wina
Neltber has a vice not posssssed by
the other: not a capnelty for evil Is
exhibited hy Red Tape that Is not
Intent In Blue Tag: Blue Tug accom-
plishes no mischief that Red Tape Is
Incapalile of effecting.

The watchword of Red Tape (s “of-
ficlal™ and the eountersign of Dine
Tog I=s “Important.”

IRReid Tape achleves his great tri-
nmphe by delry, Blue Tag Is more
qubtle; be trinmphs through delay.
‘mit mecomplishes It by seeming to
rush forward ond by piling every-

bing In » Lopeless §im.

his ery 18 va faise us himself. It Is
not necesxary to act slowly, elrcul-
tously, stupldly to act officlally.

“Tmportunt ! blenta Blue Tag. A
plere of voral camouflage. “Where
everybody s somehody, nobody Is
anybody.” Where eversthing Ia Im-
portant nothing gets moved,

For Red Tape and Blue Tag the
sime penalry !

The Limit Soclety, Unlimited.

A soclety has been formed In this
town for the purpose of acquiring all
the war savings stamps that Uncle
8am will permit the members Indl-
vidunfly to buy. It Ix called the
United States Government War Snv-
Ings Bmnmp Limit Investment So-
vlety. Evmmv oot Is president nmd
any one ean Join who will pledge him.
«plf. or herself, to.purchase 200 war
«pvings «tamps of the maturity valne
of $1.000 before Jununry 1, 1010,
Those wha want to bhelong have only
to write to the T, 8. . W, 8. 8 L.
I. K, more handlly known as the
Limit 8oclety, nt the office of the Na-
tlonal War Savings Commlittee, 51
Chambers street, New York,

Simllar =ocleties with lower limits
than £1,000 can be formed In any part
of the United States hy a meeting
fixing the loeal limlt, electing o presi-
fdlent and secretary and filing applica-
tlon with the Natlonal War Savings
Committee for n charter.

There are 40,000 of these socleties
In England and thelr members “ur-
nighed £1.000000,000 to the RBritsh
Treasury lust year.

There ought to be, comparing popu-
Intlonm, 107,000 such soclotiex In the
United Sintes ralsing £2,500,000,000
in 1918 for Uncle Sasm's use.

The first Limit Soclety In New
York set 200 war savings stnmps as
{ts goal for ench member because
*hnt Is all the Iaw permits an Indl-
vidual to hold. Each member of It
will Invest from 8824 upward In war
savinge stamps. I he walte untll
Decemher tn hoy them all they will
eont him £840. If he nverages his
purchases through the year he wil)
pay ahout 88375,

A Limit Soclety In which earh mem-
her Is pledged to fill a single war sav-
inge certificate will eall for a tenth of
these suros, The numher of persons
who ean save $83.50 In 1018 Is large.
An especially popular limit should bhe
twelve stampe, one a month, oneting
on an average $4.178 aplece, or $30.10
for the year. A dollar a week takes
eare of a twelve stamp pledge; 15
cents & day more than sufMees. The
outiny of £50.10 In 1018 will bring $60
on January 1, 1023,

Mobllising Man Power.

President WiLson's order for the
reorganization of the Department of
Lahor means that the United States
|has lenrned one great lesson In the
war. The Government now recognizes
, that the snccessful prosecution of the
military campalgn requires the mo-
bilization, distribution and conserva.

Another chart shows that “Loss tlon of workers. It Is & lesson we
than 1 per cent. of Amerlcan men are ghonld have learned from the experd-
college graduates, yet this less than ence of other natlons; Indeed, we did

1 per cont. has furniahed 55 per catt. have a vague notlon of the impor-

‘o@ Presidents and 36 per cent. of ﬂn'tnnca of intelligent supervision of
& _

H

“Official I" shrieks Ned Tape, and |,

labor when we entered the struggle.
But the actunl necesaities of the case
were not comprehended until our own
errors and mistakes enforced them
on us.

What the President has called on
Secretary Winsox to do Ia to reform
his department and align it with the
needs of the army, the navy, the na.
tlon. The new establishment will In-
clude n eountrywide aysiem of labor
exchanges, all under or= direction; a
plan for the adequate tralning of

ply of labor 4o the Industries essen-
tial to the public welfare, Instruments

machinery to safeguard workers at
thelr tasks and In their homes,

Through the Yntervention of the De-
partment of Labor It will be possible
to prevent the waste that now occurs
bocause men of one trade are idle
when they might be employed at an-
other, and because !ndustries ham-
pered by lack of workers are unin-
formed of the market in which thelr
wants could be met. The exirava-
gant Idleneas chmracteristie of sen-
sonal trades can easily be modified, If
not done away with. There are many
occupations now producing luxurles
that ean be diverted to necessaries
with profit to employers, employees
and the country,

Only now mre some cltizens awak-
ening to the fact that In this war the
whole power of the natlon must he
exerted, We ecannot win victory In
the conflict unless every ntom of our
energy Is directed to one end. Mo-
billzing man power means more than
putting armies in the field., It means
that In all forges and sheps, on all
transportation lines,” on all farms,
“he nnifted <trength of every Amer-
lean will be exercised under com-
netent guldance to the achlevement of
1 common purpose,

The Government has eommandeered
prunes, hut as it is taking only the

house sincks are mafe,

Onn charity pirate has been sen-
tenced to a term In the penitentiary,
and In consequence the cash of tha
genernus is considerably safer than It
has been.

A tmfMe ofMelal doubts If the helght-
ened demurrage charges will cause
some men to cmpty freight care of
goods coneigned to them, as they are
“able and willing to pay higher de.
murrage rates just so that they may
keep their goods In frelght cars, Dy
doing this they do not have to bother
with warehouses' Btill, where rais-
Ing the rent doex not werve the pur-
pose, eviction has often heen muccess-
fully resortsd to.

Torpedo fired by Us-boat plerces Red
Cro*s palnted cn Hritish hospital ahip.
—Newspaper headline

The Red C'ross i 0 ahining mark for
the Hun.

Misaissippl may be proud of Its Leg-
islature for having been the first
to act on the natlonwide prohibition
amendment to the Constitution of the
United States. The lawmakers took
on'y fifteen minutes to approve the
proposal after It had been lald hefore
them. This was quick action, but some
Btates may prefer to have thelr Leg-
Inlatures earn fame for thought rather
than for speed.

Col ne! Rorenr M. TroMrzoxy having
o!iminated himself from th= presidency
of the Navy League, Josrrnivs DaxiELa
w!ll now he asked to allow Itz hun-
dreds of thou=andes of memb=ra tn work
un!mpeded for the welfare nf the coun-
try's bluejackets,

The white hat band which ldentifies
the cadet fMiera of the army bears no
relutlon whatever to the white feather
with which pacifists adorn themselves,

Red Tape has tied up the income
tax bBlanks, and the only blanks are In
the remarks of the internal revenue
collectors,

Geneva says that erowds marched
through the streeta of Berlin, Lelpzig
and Essen shouting: “Wao must have
peace!” Any time enough Germans
feel that way about it they can get It.

—
“ALRIGHT.”
An Inexcusable Combination That
Creeps Into Leilers.

To TRE EpiTox or THE SUN—S§ir: There
In a very alluring enmbination of letters
inslnuating  Iteelf into the language.
through business correspondence, that
passes for n world and (s continually
justified by Its sponsors through an ile
logical comparison. 1 have been accused
of all degrees of old fogylsm for ex-
punging t from the transcripts of my
dictation for fhe last ten yeara. It has
the nine lives of a cat. [ should like
o see It woelcomed and fed on milk and
fish or taken out upon sultable waters
with a rock and & bag and sunk without
leaving a trace,

The Inexcusable word that I am glar-
ing at with some preference for the Iat-
ter procedure s “alright” In letters
from the large enkineering and manu-
facturing corporations IL appears now
more frequently than doea the expreasion
*all right.” Strangely enough Its users
point to the word "already.,” yet they
do not write “alrendy” when they mean
*all ready.” Thumhbs up or down? Can
thumba down kil it?

CHarLes H, WiLsox,

New Yomx, January 9.

Arkansas Notes ihe Progresa of Selrnes,
Bates corvespondenca Keoll Counly Reoord
Thore are a few things sclentinta or Ine

veutors have mads no Improvements on

in 200 years. Huch as sirandaverious
pddles, crooked hand holds for ploughs and
grandmother's apple dumplings.
The Loncoome P'rophet.
From ke Allants Conafllution,
L}
1 l'n‘l'dl I"n:‘l.l‘ the I.If'lln I'.uhd mand,

up hill—up hil
1 proph the world would end
‘iut the eld world's rollin' stiilt
(Oh, tell ma what

Must a fellor do
When hia prophesyin’
ont como ruat)

w'r or weathar, it's jou' the same—

er m# thar s nothin' In It

Tu‘n up trumps in the old Iife game
n' the other faller'il win it!

lOE. tell me what
urt & fall
on Lthe l‘“.;

Fly m rlnﬁh aagsle

large and middle aized ones boarding |

] ARE OUR BROWS LOW?

1Or Do American Theatregoers Rebel
ot BSelf-analyeint

To Ton Eorror of THE BuN—8ir: Ever
so often a play of Intellectual merit s
yhrought to New York production In a
real art spiri. ‘The reviewers, cordlal and
| appreciative as & rule In the presence of
& worthy effort. accord the performance
ita due meed of praise; the Drama
League and literary bodles hasten to add
their indorsement ; the people who com-
pose what has become known am the the-

of the play: some ona makes an Aftar
| dinner speech and some one else writes
'an articls, all to the effect Lhat at last

ithe play rime & fow weeks and then (s
tenderly lald at reat. And where does all
this talk about the betterment of the
theatrs gel ua? Certainly, not very far!
{ For this sort of thing has happened time
'and again,
l These thoughts have been aroused by
Ithe letter recently printed in T Bun
i from Mr. Herbert Brenon about the un-
ilor‘lunau fate of that fine tragedy of
 Henr| Bataille's,'Les Flambeaux.” known
to us In English as “The Torches”—one
' of the most powerful and thought com-
'pelling plecen of literature that [ have
sver read or seen upon the stage, adrama
{ind"d s0 fine and swecping In ils loglc
'and philmophy ms to ba clamsed with
(those all too rars litarary creations
| which w4 speak of as unforgettadb’e. Mr.
| Brenon's plaint, too, should be carefully
considered, for “The Torches" waa with.
drawn from the stage after a run of
| four weeks, and the word of Mr. Brenon
may be listened to attentively, since he
1n one of that small body of men of are
tistic vislon who have redeemed the mo-
tion plcture from utter banallty.

Of late many readers of Trm Brw
hava been engaged In the Interanting and
i worth while pursuit of calling attention
'to existing wrongs In the theatre, Here
Is & case In point which may be consid-
ared se nlgnificant. One of the so-called
| ‘ommercial theatrical producers, In col-
laboration with a serious actor, under-
,took the American production of the Ba-
talile tragedy for no other reason than
that they conaldered the play so fine that
they wished to present [t to the Ameri-
can publle and once more test the In.
tellectual jndgment of the New TYork
! theatregoing community. And the play
tatled! Why? Perhaps because of that
béte noire of American theatregosrs an
unhappy ending. Perhaps because many
theatregoers became posacesed of a be-
!Itrr that it was “one of those highbrow
‘hings." Perhapa for & number of other
reanons. Who can say” Yet the play
was dramatie throughout: it had a real
“nunch” 3 and even for those who con-
fessed 1o being unable to discover "what
{It was all about” tharc was an abun-
dance of fine actlon. The diama was
.well produced, and [n the maln parts
| mplendidly acted.
{1 balieve that one of the chief reasons
for the fallure of ""The Torche#' lay In
a certaln natlve American characteristic
—the opposttion, generafly subconscious,
to introspection and self-ana'vsin, which
(this play directly Invites. 1t Is a fact
that the American rebe's nt self-analysis,
lar to a reflectlon on hism own elemental
"emntions or on his basic weaknesses,
which after all are only the basic weak-
i nerees of il humankind, No character-
| istie of Americans la more predominant
| than this disinclination to indulge In In-
trospectinn. And this probable cause for
the rejection of Batallle's tragedy makes
"It faflure all the moro Interesting. The
autstanding characterimic of this play I»
itn searching und poignantly appealing
philosophy. ‘The basic thought of this
philoxophy is unlversal. Probably not a
thoughtful man or woman wha attended
a performance of “The Torches” was
«able 1o escape o trend of thought on in-
cldents, experiences or emotions In his
or her iife which this powerful sermon
on the confllct hetween tha ideal and the
elemental forces of life aroused.
| Conalder these lines from the motld
aneech of the pay, uttercd by a charac-
ter in describing his emotions In & con-
temniated plan to end his life afier &
personal tragedy: “And as | raised
my eyes they rested on the stara
| That was what saved me. T diun't mee
fiod up there It's true. But In this
supreme effort of the will * * * [ paw

up yonder The Torches, flaming
Ideas that (llumine the clenre of
this great world I was ato . 0 leave. 1

siaw Lhere looped from sia- to star the
splendnr of human thought, as |f scat-
| tered, but never lost; 1t lived In reality
| abova um forming th!s great universal
Ihimhun which bears us away to the re-
klons of light! That moment of con-
itemplation brought peacs to my eoul. [
‘no longer wept; the flesh no longer
! enunted, My prtty sorraw was lost in
the universal mind. Tha soul of the In-
finlte had ahsorbed my Anite soul”™

In Parle this play was a great success,
One New York critic noted tha absence
of the Gal'le subtiety in the performance.
|!h felt that much of this was due to
Mr. Lonergan and Mies Ricard ha~ing
“played parts ‘straight’ that were writ-
| tem as ‘character’™ | belleve that much
"of the subtlety of the characters and the
philosophy of the play was lost In the
transiation. but the chief avtors should
not be btlamed for this. Doubtlesa Le
Bargy and Sfusanno Desprea shaded thelr
| eharueterizatione with many subtleties
| that were quite beyond the American
players, but that Mr. Lonergan and Miss
Ricard, particularly the latter, gave dis-
tinguished performances ham been gen-
lgrally conceded. The American actor
simply cannot take a French character
| and visualize 1t as o French actor would
do it. This, however, is & matter of
national temperament,
| But the point hers I» that a fine and
sbsorbing play wans neglected hy a pub-
il that frequently complaing of having
| na worthy dramatic lterature offered
to iL FRLIX ORMAN,

New Yomnx, January §.

POETS AND STARS.

As Francls Bhakespeare Sald, “Look
Up, Freese Up."”
To Thas Epitor or Tue Bun—=8ir;

1t
appeareth that our ever welcome eplsto-
| tarlan Charles Novers Holmes Ia both
| poet and sstronomer. Astronomy may
| be, 1 believe In, the garm of poesy. Our
| world revered Btrathambury bard, Wil-
| bacon, of himself saith that while he
! doth not from the stars his Judgment
| pluck yet he thinketh he hath me-
tronomy.

No doubt he had it. And may It not
rezsonably be supposed that by frequent
stellar exposure, al such timea respiring
the breath of heaven, commaonly yelep
divine aMatus, which exhalation of the
gods cometh down past the stars and
mayhap toucheth them—may It not be
the case, Is It not logical to deduce, that

lutre cuit sit over their afternoon tea- '
workers, an agency to direct the sup- | cups and dllate on the particular valuas fumers of the city would be not less

Appreval of a Btore System That
, Might Bave $45,000 a Day.

FARMER WITH SEED.

; DILLON'S MILK PLAN. | ASKS FOR $6,000,000 TO SUPPLY THE-‘
|

To tHr Ebiror or THe Bun—8ir: The
suggestion 2f ex-Commissioner John J.
Dillon for & committee appointed by the
Mayor to demonstrate the cost of milk
delivery through stores deserves more
conaideration than It has yet recelved
Hia figures show a defin!te maving to
milk conautners of three to four centa a
quart, and his experience and knowledge
of the subject lend a feeling of certainty
to his estimates, The saving to eon-

than 845,000 a day, or more than
$16,000,000 annually’. The fact that Mr,
Dillon Is willing to back the experiment

for the adjustment of dlsputes and (nare 1n hope for the serious drama. Bo' with $5,000 of his own money Is suf-

clent avidence of his aincerity and con-
[ viction. This matter s of vital impor-
tance to the people of the city.
A CoNmuMER
New Yorx, January 9.

STORE DOOR DELIVERY.

Lot Business Men Record Thelr Opin.
lon on a Proposed Imnovatlon.

To Tae EviTor or Tas Sun-—8ir: The
Government authorities are considering
the necesaity for putting Into effect the
eysten of "store door dellvery” as &
war measure, and this demands consid-
eration at once by every houss that re-
celves freight

it isa a system for the looml dallvery
and collection of freight by the rallroads,
trom pler to store door of consignes, and
vice versa, for an equitable trucking
charge In additlon to the rall freight
charge. Dellvery would be made to
store door of conslgnes Immediately
upon arrival of freight at pler without
first pending “arrival notice.” It would
reduce congestion at frelght terminals
caused by the present method of send-
ing arrival notices with consequent delay
of one or two days In removal of freight,
and by having all trucks carry capacity
londs st n!l times,

Much can be sald in favor of Institut-
ing thia system as a patriotic measure
at this time, but it is not without Ite
dismdvantagesa to some houses. The
undernigned belleve that, under normal
conditions, each conalgnes should be free
to choose between ‘'store door delivery™
and the present system.

Realizing the possible great advantage
to the ~atlon by udopting the eystem
under existing conditions, we urge that
every business house call In its shipping
department at once and carefully con-
sider If It could adjust {t* business to
this proposed system.

We request that then as promptly as
poesible it mend us (ts viewn: either ap-
proval or objections, If any, in detall, of
the proposed plan.

We very sarmestly request some reply
In order that we may be In passession of
the facts upon which to base actlon to
s+feguard the bueltess interesta in this
respect. If su-h facts reveal the neceasity
for auch action,

E. J. Tanor. chalrman, Brunawlck-Balke-
Collender Company: J. SpENCER
BaiTH, Smith & Nessle Company :
JOHN A, C. Javeex, A. Klipstein
& Company: WiLLIAM ARCHIBALD,
Archibald & Tewis: L. W. WriieL-
T1aMe, Union Drawn Steel Company :
E. W. Maroerrs, Jonea Pros. Com-
pany; Fraxk FoCHMAMBEAU, Ameris
can Chaln of Warehoumss: FprANK
I MeCartyey, The Albodon Com-
pany: Committee on Rallway Trans-
portation, New York Hoard of
Trade and Transportation, 203
DBroadway.

Fravg 8, Garoxer, Secretary,

Nepw York, January 9.

GERMAN AMERICANS.

How Many Citizens of Teutonle Blood
Betray Thelr Conntry?

To THE EMTOR OF THE SUN—Sir: There
are those in this country, even of the
seconid generntion of Teutonle descent,
who are not entirely able to coneenl their
hope that Germany and Austria will win
this war. Much an they try to disguise
i1, one of a discerning mind ean easily
detect It

They be'ong to the great underground
Hun army that infests this eountry and
which will be more diffMicult for us to
romhat than are the armed Hune an tha
other side. Each knowa how to do his
bit and he does nnt nesd to be armed

The Teutonically extracted foreman
of a shop that repalrs and rents ou! auto
trucks knows how to hang up the trucks

efMMective. The same (s true of people of
this breed hold'ng responsible positions
in many other line= of work, where of-
fective administration strengthens our
arm for war.
everything with which they have to do
as Ineffactive ap posslhle. American In-
stitutions who have this sort In thelr
emnploy would do well to ratiafy them-
selves an to where the hitch = In their
eatablishments and put none but native
Americans on siard,

An acqua'ntance having a  Turwe
ral p'ant was lamenting the fact that
he 4id not seem to be getting anywhers
with a lares volume of accumulated
ll'nrit‘ I ralled hia attention to the fact
that he had n superintendent of Teu-
tonic extraction, He was not long
looking into maiters from that view.
point and made a change, after which
his sidetracked work went out with a
rush—alen some Teutonic help that the
new American sgperintendent 4id not
consider esuential to the well being of
the eatab’ishment.

It Is in the manner above ot forth
that the underground, unarmed Hun
sympathizers do thelr bhit to paralvee
our indusiries when they are not burn-
Ing up or hiowing up our plants and
commitling other crimen agalnat our
resple and: our country. Ultimately we
found otit what the Bernstorffs were do-
Ingk for us, and It 's about time we
nhould reallze what this underground
army Is doing for us, They will per-
nistently do thelr bit against us as long
as we permit them to be In positions
where they can. Tt fa a far reaching
suhject that American business men will
do well to look Into—and moon.

ZrR GAINES.

fiooss CneEx, L. 1, January 0.

A Bright Future,
From (ke Ackansas Gapefie,
Hoeh, little thrift stamp,

o't yon ory,
You'll v & wur bond
By and by

A Rentncky Treasure Trove,
From the Clay ity Times

J. R, ftepp cut & Lee tree on hin place
last werk and procured m Ilard can fu!l of
honay. He also cut nnother hee tres Lthis
wark, but dld not fnd 8o much In 1. In
view of the fact that sugar |s so |pac-
to tha people, fAnding & bes Lree

kil

that Is how he contracted posav?

1 agree heartlly, In the maln, with
what our Newton poet salth reapecting
winter; hut the other evening while
gasing raptly into the bsauteous eyes
of night through a telescope 1 frose my

a.

sars.
Decarur, 1L, January #.

with conniderable honey la u little for-
tuns, since haney to the most of us is &
vary agrecable substitiite for sugar syrup,

The Winner,
From tha Reattls Fout-Intalligencer
1ad, though (at
.“A'lﬂgrlh:nz ?urh ,:«'r -h.iu'. '.m’ frows
The devil has & amiling face
That's why he wine.

on the repalr akids and reader them in- !

It i» their bit to nnderl

amount of capital Invested In & mechani- |

' Seerelary Housion Wasts an Appropristion (o Help Preduction |
Regions Thet Are Saffering From Droughts.

David F, Houston, Secretary of Agri-
culture, has nsked Congresa for an ap-
propriation of 16,000,000 to snable the
Department of Agriculture to buy and
sell send to farmers for cost at & rea-
sonable price. The necessity for the
appropriation s explained in a lotter
which Mr. Houston has sent to the

Becretary of the Treasury. Mr. Hous-

ton wonld have the money included In
the urgent deficlency bill, and his
arguments ara an follows:

I The seed situation has pressnted and
continues to present. many difficulties.
Under the provision of the food pro-
duction act, which made avallable
$2.500,000 for the purchase and male of
#seed to farmers in restricted areas for
, cash, at cost, It has been posaibla for the

!D.pmmam of Agriculture to furnish
some rellef. lLarge guantities of seed
of cotton, grain sorghums and corn
have been purchased for the drought
stricken sections of Texas in order to
assint In making avallable adequate
supplies of seed for the next planting

|weason, The Depariment of Agricul-
ture s taking similar action In North
Dakota and Montana, and has ar-
ranged to purchase conslderable quan.
titlea of old corn suitable for seed for
sale to farmers in Indlana, where an
emergency axiata with reference to the
suppliea of viable seed corn.

It is clear, however. that the fends
now at the command of the Depart-
ment are wholly insufclent to en-
able it to meet the situation properly.
It production (s to be maintained or
Increased next year It In essential that
prompt and adequate action be taken
| to sateguard the seed supplies of the
nation, There Is urgent and immedi.
ate need for at least §6.000,000, and It
is probable that an additional sum will
be required in the near futurs,

Two general areas have suffered se-
verely from drought during the peast
. seamon, the Bouthwest, including a
| large part of Texas and a part of Okla.
homa, and a considerable portion of
the Northwest, Including large sec-
tlons of North Dakota and eastern
Montana. These regions represent &
large part of the graln producing areag
of the United States. with particular
| reference to grain sorghums, oats, bar«
ley, flax and corn. The seed corn sit-
nation in the northern half of the corn
belt is more serious than It has been
for many years, Early frosts through-
out the northern part of the corn belt
caught much of the corn either in the
milk or In the dough stages, and, al-
though the crop was large, it contains

an unusually high percentage of son
corn. The high pricea prevalling aiy,
have caused farmers to sell their ol
corn, and consequently there Is & muc)
smaller supply on hand than in former
years,

Reports received through the Depart.
ment's agenta and from other sources
are to the effect that the crop of botl
grain and forage sorghums In Kannas,
Texans and Oklahoma was badly injured
by the drought and by early froe:.
Unless prompt action In taken to by
and store the sead A pronounced shoet.
age will surely exist next #pring

Early maturing wvarleties of
beans In recent years have become
very Importdnt In several Northem
Btaten, especially In Michigan nng
Wisconsin. The early frosta ol thin
yoar caught the soy beans in thees
Htates when they were about half ma.
ture, And the seed crop, therefors, i»
practically a total loss. The probahle
large use of soy beans as feed, both
whole and ground, and as human food,
will absurb a large part of the crop of
the early varieties harvested In Ind|-
ana and Ohlo. Bince these are the only
sections from which sultable seed for
Michigan and Wisconsin can ba ae.
cured, it la Important that adequats
seed supplies be withdrawn from con.
sumption and made available for plant.
ing during the next season.

Three Northern Bistes produce larg:
quantities of white or navy beans.
Michigan, New York and Wisconain
Of the total acreage, nearly three.
fourths Is In Michigan. An early frost
not only greatly raduced the yleld, but
also greatly injured the viabllity of
the beana. It is essential, therelor
that artion be taken to see that an
adequate supply of good seed ia avall-
able for the next planting senson.

It Ia the purpose of the Departmer’,
If the sum suggested In made availahie,
to take immediate stepa Lo securs, ter!
and store at least a portion of the sup-
ply of thess seedn that will be needeq
for next season. In this connaction It
should be bhorne In mind that. under
the language of the item, the nsesd
will be sold to farmers only for cash
at a reasonable price, and It Is pro.
vided that the fund may bo used as
revolving fund until the Secretary of
Agriculture determines that the emer.
gency contemplated by the appropria.
tion no longer exists. In the circums
stances it is believed that it will be
posaible to return to the Treasury the
entire amount appropriated, or at least
tho greater portion of It

NEW YEAR FASHIONS.

The Fresh Start Has Been Made Al
the Way From September to March.

To THE EpiTor oF THE BUN—8ir: A
non-eritical reader of the letter of Mr.
Fairfax Naulty would be led to believe
that the selection of January 1 as New
Year's Day s very anclent and wide-

spread, and dues to the sarth being near- |

|
I

WHAT 18 WISDOM?

A Definition of am Often Misused
Word.

To e Eviror or Tus Bry-—Sic: |
think trat “Atrinus’ s partly right i
hin definition of wisdom. but 1 weuld
add that wisdom !s applied knowledge, or
memory, of things worth while.

We tun ucquire knowledge from hooks,

est the =un on that day, which happened  Put wisdom muat ba learned from es
| perience or uctlon.

to ba (rue this year,

The record is as follows

Earth In 1018,
Perihellon or pear-

ert the sun
Aphellon or furthest

from the sun......July 3 Juilyd July®

The points midway between perihelion
and aphelion are not given In the liss
of astronomical phenomena and the word
“quadrature’” refers to something quite
diffarent. aa It relates salely to the points
midway between conjunction and opposi-
tion {n the positions of heavenly bodles
ns seen from the earth.

So the quadrature positions mentloned
in the lisms of astronomical phenomena
have no relation to the earth’'s aphelion
and perihelion, and perihelion doea not
always occur on January 1.

The New Year's Day of the Moham-
medana = given a= October 17, of the
Hebrews an on Heplember 17, and of
the Chinese an being early In Febhruary;
while our Anglo-Faxon obsarvance (s
alluded to In the Encyclopedia Britan-
nira. Volume XIX.. page 654, in part
as follows:
| Naw Year's Day —In the Gregorlan cal-
endar this date occurs twealva days earilar
than in the Jullan: thus 1n Russia. Greacs.
&c., where the Iatler (s employed, Now
Year's Day s celebrated on the Eng'tah
18th of Janoary.,

The anclent Egyptians, Phaniclans ant
| Perslans Began thelr vear at the sutumna!
equinax (Beptember 21), and the Greeks
tuntll the fifth century IL. C. at the winter
anistice (December 21). In 432 B. € the
‘atter altered the!s New Tear's Day 1o the
21st of Juns

The ancient Romans celebrated Decem-
ter 21 s New Year's Day, but this waas
altered to January 1 by Ceear in adopting
the Jullan calendar.

The 206th of March was the urual dats
among moat Christian peoples in medimval
dass.  In Ang!o-8azxon England, howewar,
the 25th day of December wan New Tear's
I Tay untll 1. was changed to January 1
Al the Norman conquest, bu! later it was

changed tn the 20th of March and so re-.

mained untii rthe Engllsh adopied (he
Gregorfan caiendar in 1781,

There is nothing to Indlcate that any
one of the above enumerated New Year s
Dayn was choaesn on account of its rela-

| tion to the earth’s perthelion or aphelion.
J. H. Paquer.

New Yoax, January 8.

PRESTO, CHANGE!

Whoe Knows How Those Wonderfal
¢ Transformationn Were Effected?
| Torne Eoiroror Tue BSuN—~Sir; While
'the old timers are at it will one of them
tell um all about tae transformation
| aeenes that were never absent from the
| pantomimen wnd spectacular productions
| of the "E€08 and "Toe?

As a child of slght T have a falint
recollection of the one produced 1n
"Humpty Dumpty Ahroad" at the Grand
Opera House. The scene alwayas eame
at the end of the performance,

T have been curious ms to what con-
stituted a transformation e&cene and
what wan transformed and how It was
done, T remember there were gauze
curtaine  that lifted and there wore
many Hghts and heautiful tableaux, Per-
hapa among your remders wiil be found
one who has had practical experience In
stoging nuch scenes, J. H 1

New York, January 8,

M7 198

A Word for Old Hagar,
From the [relnton Rulletin
When you hitch old Hoagar to the buggy
and start o town, I she steps like &
pinchback dude, and tossen hor head llke a
drug store beauly, dop't think she (1hae
mule) han & wolf In her bark, or that she
I on & ecane skimming cake walk, FHhe
tn foeling hor homa roiesd corn. onts wnd
pea vine hay, and ‘s eelebret ng tha fact
that sphe s releamed fram that fva-yemss
old mortgage. You can al lesstl j've
& warm, Ary place 19 piten

|

b ‘II'

"

Therefore an animal or & human be-
ing may galn wisdom and proft by it
each In proportion to hix réquiremen's

Jan.3 Jan. 8 Jan.1 ‘A man may have the advantlage of dees

w(sdom and yelL be uniettersd; anciher
man mny have what (s lermed 1 oot
edn tlon and yet be a fool
*ne end of life.”™ says Huxler,
“Ie not Knowledge, but action” L e
GLEX Rmax, N, J., Janoary ?
A CAVALRYMAN EXPLAINS.

The “Clash of Sabres™ That the Youth:
ful Damas Heard on Broadway.

To Tve Eptror or THE BuN—FRir, Wil
you allow an old eavalryman of the eivil
war to volunteer an opinion In the mat
ter of the recollection Ly Mr. Charles ]
Dumas of the Lincoln obsequies {n 14487
I have read all of the communickt one
on the mihiect in THE Bux, and Mr
Irmiman's persistence prompts me *°
butt in.

The two prominent points of M
Dumas's contentinn are that at the word
of command the cavalry escort "clashed
their sabrea In the air" and “simul-
taneously emitted a deafening cheer” |
was no: present at the funersl mo '
must draw upon memory, as Mr Duma
has done,

Did you ever sse al closa range o
cavalry sabre? It s a lang Made
earried, when not in active use, in @
metal scabbard. The “given command
heard by Mr. Dumas probably wee
“Draw sahre.” At the word “dmw" the
cavalrymen drew thelr hiades e'x incha
fram the scabbards, and thres or fon”
reconds later, at the werd “sab e ™ drex
the blades their full Tength, ratss) then
siraight In the air and brough! the®
sword hands to their hips with ‘the
bladea resting edpe In front. agacs
thelr shoulders Tha friction of t'e
bladea in leavire tlie reabhards and the
rattle of the scahbards In the movemen!
creaated a mound which, multinl'ed by &
number of men, might easily Imncess t1
imagination of a hoy of five vears But
the clashing was all st the roment
the biadea left the scabbarda  With the
blades clear of the seabha-ds what
would produce a clanh? They toynhed
nothing but the air and 1-e
shoulders,

Now as to that
from the cavalrymen. It e ot
aquestlon. A troop of caval=vmen ralf
ing thelr voices at Lineala's fynsra’ ™ A*
to duing that from their pwn fopoloee -
I am rare they never . in the'r ! ol
the solomnity of the occaaom
did then. | cannot recall the eomoami
that woulidl have etarted that chorr 73

Tha facts probably are thar the
troopers  rlding  with  their  santef
wheathed. fha officrr (n eammand £t
reasnn to bring his man to the posiiio®
of "Carry mahrn" ‘This wouid

A

e

rf e

"denfen ng

Y

us the

samiyit

In the “clash” of “Draw pahra’ anl 5
flash of the blades in the ais wh e =
presped the childish minA of the bof

Tumas. The expressiona he 4
tained from bookn later in !>

The nelghborheod nentinred hv M7
Dumas bears out this (dea The F*;
Nicholas Hotel wam on the west s /e &

Hroadwiy and the Matropalitan n= 178
enst side. Just In that Incatity  The o™
ceor In eommand arehably recors pe’ "
the thronga at tha windows of ane ~
hotels, a* on n review = =ard
some official entitled ta the mare formal
position of the mctdiers in passing bet
natl cheers,

To an old fellow wio =ae 1~
viee In tho=a davs It would s
Mr. Maoberin la antirely
Mr. Valentine's book (s 1oeealle earre™
T think Mr. Diumaa haw been w20 °F
imperfect recollectipn of an (7 Trane”
upen hig ehildish mind

ANXOTHER

BrookLYN, January
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