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By DR. HARRY STUERMER.
NY one wha, like mywself, st foot
A on German woll for the first
time after years of sojourn in
frreign lands, and-merrpartivery in
the colonies, Just at the momeut that
Germany was mobillzing for the great
European war, must surely have been
fled, ns 1 was, with a certain feeling
of mulancholy, a slight uneasiness with
fgard to the atate of mind of hig fel-
bow countrymen as It showed Itself in
these drumatic days of August in con-
ver=atluns In the street, In cafes and
reitnurants and in the anticles appear-
Ing in the press,

W4 Germans have never learned to
think soundly on political subjecta
Bismarck's political heritage, although
st forth in most popular form |n his
"Thoughts and Recollections,” a book
that any one opposing this war from
the point of view rather of prudence
than of ethics might utilize as an un-
ending source of propaganda, has not
Qescended to our rulers in any sort of
Bving form. But an unbounded politi-
€al nalvete, an Incredible lack of judg-
ment and of understanding of the point
of view of other peoples—who have
their ralson d'etre just as much as we
have, their vital interests, their stand-
n;m of honor—have not prevented us

i trying to carry on a grand sys-
Wem of Weltpolitik (world politios).

The average svery day German has
Bever really understood the Engilish,
Sither before or during the war, in the
batter's dolonial policy, which accord-
ing to Pan-German Ideas has no other
aim than to snatch from us our “place
In the sun"; in thelr conception of Ub-
erty and civilization, which has ens
failed such mighty sacrifices for them
en lehulf of thelr allles; when we trod
Bolgian neutrality under foot and
thought England would stand and look
on; at the tme of the debatss about
universal service, when practically
evVery German, even In the highest po-
litical circles, was ready to wager that
there would be a revolution in England
Moaoner than any general asceptance of
conscription; and coming down to
More recent events, when the latest
huga British war loan provided the

oily fit and proper answer to German
frightfulncss at sea.

Useless Sword Rattiiag.

L#t me here may a word on the sub-
bt of colonlal policy, on which I may
Perhaps be allowed to speak with &
terialn wmount of authority after ex-
tended travel In the farthest cormers
of Africa and from sn Intimats, per-
80nal knowledge of German as well aa
tnf:ul-h and French rolonles.

Germany has less colonial territory
thun the older colonists, it is true. It
I8 4lno true that the German struggle
for the most widespread, the most in-
terslve and lucrative smployment of
the energles and capabilities of our
highly developed commercial land is
dustificd. But at the risk of being
dubhod as absolutely lacking fn pa-'
triotism, 1 should like to point out
that in the frst place ths resources
we had ut our in our own
Colonlal territory in tropieal and sub-
tropical Africa, little explaited ns they

And secondly, the very liberal char-
hcter of England's trade and tolonlal
policy did not hinder us in any
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from reaching the top of the commer-
clal tree even in forelgn colonies.
Any one who knows English colonies
knows that the British Government,
wherever it has been possible to do so
politically, that is, In &ll her colonies

which are already properly organized’

and firmly eatablizhed as Nritish, has
always met In a moet generous and
sympathetic way German, and indeed
any forelgn, trade or other enterprises.

I am quite convinced that another
ten years of undisturbed peaceful
competition and Germany, with her
own very considerable colonial pos-
sessions on the one hand and the pos-
sibility on the other of pushing com-
mercial enterprise on the highest scale
not only In Independant overseas
states but under the beneficent pro-
tection of English rule with ita true
freedom and real furtherance of trade
“uplift,"” would have reached her goal
much better than by means of all the
swort rattling Weltpolitik of the Pan-
Germans,

German Blunders.

It was this English people, that, in
spite of all thelr egolsm, have really
dons somesthing for civilisation, that
the German of August, 1914, accused
of being nothing but a nation of
shopkespers with a cowardly, nar-
row minded policy that was unpre-
pared to make any sacrifice for others,
It was this people that the German of
August, 1914—and his wspokesman
Von Bethmann-Hollweg, who later
thought it necesmary to defend himaself
agalnst the charge of "having brought
too much ethics mto politice''—ex-
pected to stand by and see Helglum
overridden, It was this same England
that we believed would hold back even
when the Chancellor found it Imporsi-
ble to apply to French colonial pos-
seasions the guarantee he had given
not to aim at any territorial conquests
in the war with Francel

And po It was with all the more
grimnes.. with all the more gravity,
that on that memorable night of Au-
gust 4 the terrible blow fell. The
English declaration of war entered
into the very soul of the German peo-
ple, who stood as & sacrifice to a polit-
leal miscaloulation that had its roots
less in a lack of thought and experi-
ence than In a boundless arrogance,

Abgut the same time 1 was & wit-
pems of those laughable scenes whioch
took place on the Potsdamer Platzx In
Berlin, where. in compiete misjudg-
ment of the whole pelitical situation,
Japanses were carried shoulder high
by the enthuslastic and worthy eiti-
sens of Berlln under the erronecus im-
pression that these ohvious arch-sne-
mies of Rumssla wnuld naturally be al-

lies of Germany. Every German that

was not blind to the trend of true
“world politica” must surely have
shaken his head over this lamentable
spectacle. A few days afterward Ja-
pan sent jta ultimatum agsinst Kiso-
Chow!

It was the same
thinking in terms of true world poll.
tice that led us lntely to believe that
woe might find supporters in Mexico
and Japan of the piracy we indulged in
a8 a result of America’s intervention

in the war, the same Incapability that |

blinded us to the effact our methods
must have on other neutrals, such as
China and the Bouth American Btates.
And although one admits the possibil.
ity of a miacalculation belng made, yet

a miscalculation with regard to Eng- |

land's attitude was not only the height
of political stupldity, but showed an
absence of moral sense. The moment
England entered the war Germany lost
the war,

Naturally I did my military duty, I
saw the fearful crime Germany was
commiting, yet I hurrled to the front
with the millions who belleved that
Germany was Innocent and had been
attacked without cause.

How They Married Belgium.

,+ Of all the many eplsodes of my life
At the front none Is so deeply Im-
pressed on my memory as the sllent
war of mutual hatred T waged with
my Immediately supcrior oMeer, a true
prototype of his race, a trne Prusslan,
1 can still seo him, & man of 65 or so,
who in spite of former active service
had only reached the rank of Lieuten-
ant, and who, as he told me himseif
right at the beginning in very mlis-
placed confidence, rushed Into aotive
safvice agaln because In this way he
could get really good pay and would
even have a prospect of further pro-
motlon. 4

This Lieut, Btein told me too of the
first weeks In Belglum, whon he had
been in command of & company, and 1
can still hear him boasting about his
warllke propensities, and how his
teacher had said about him when he
wig & boy '"he was capable of steallng
an altar cloth and culting it up to
make breeches for himaself."

“When we wanted to do any com-
mandpering or to plunder & house,” a0
he told me, “there was a very aimple
means; A man helonging to my com-
pany would be ordered (o throw a
Belgian rifle through an open cellar
window, the house would then be
searched for weapons, and even if e
found only one rifle we had ordere to
selse everything without mercy and
to drive out the ocguplers.”

1 can still see the creature standin
in front of me and relating this

incapabllity of |
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TYPES OF TURKISH IRREGULAR TROOPS
EMPLOYED IN THE WORK OF WIPING OUT
THE ARMENIANS T m 7

Assoclation"” ana ardent world politl- | Praemysl, regarded ausirin. But the
cians of the ale bench type, scornful  and biting commentaries

I found his stories afterward con- | made behind the scenes in the edito-
Armed to the letter by one of the most | rial sanctum at the fall of this strong-

r . famous German war correspondents, | hold stood in most striking contrast
5 . B . Paul Behweder, the author of the four | to what the papers wrote about It,

. “Two war years in Constantinople™ is a sensational book. It was || olume work entitled “At Tmporial i RS £
written by a German whose conscience obliged him to turn against || Headquarters.” With a nalvetre equal P LU S e LU LR L e
Germany. X g i | to Lleut. Stein's, and trusting no doubt | A few dnys after the fali of Przemysl

The author is Dr. Harry Stuermer. He served in the German ||, my then officinl position as corre-| ! #et out for Constantinople, 1 left

army for gix months after the war began, was then discharged because
of severe illness, and from the spring of 1915 to Christmas, 1916, was
correspondent in Constantinople of the "Koelnische Zeitung,” an in-
fluential German newspaper. What he learned there opened his eyes
to the truth about Germany's war aims and methods.

Of his book, he says:

“The undersigned hereby declares on his sworn word of honor
that in writing this volume he has been in no way inspired by out-
side influerce, and that he has never had any dealings whatsoever,
material or otherwise, either before or during the war, with any
Government, organization, propaganda or personality hostile to
Germany or Turkey or even of a neutral character. His conscience
alone has urged him to write and publish his impressions, and he
hopes that by so doing he may perform a service towards the cause
of truth and civilization."

Again:

“While the author of this work was waiting on the frontier of
Switzerland for final permission from the German authorities to
enter that country, Germany committed her second great crime, her
first having completely missed its mark. She had begun to realize
that she was beaten in the great conflict which she had so wantonly

ovoked with that characteristic overconfidence in thé power of
r own militarism and disdainful undervaluation of the morale and
general capacities of her enemies. In final renunciation of any last
remnants of humanity in her methods, she was now making a dying
effort to help her already lost cause by a ruthless extension of her
licy of piracy at sea and a gratification of all her brutal instincts
complete violation of the rights of neutral countries.

“It is therefore with all the more inward conviction, with all
the more urgent moral persuasion, that the author makes use of the
rare opportunity offe him by residence in Switserland to range
himself boldly on the side of truth and show that there are still
Germans who find it impossible to condone even tacitly the moral
transgression and political stupidity of their own and an allied Gov-
ernment. That is the sole purpose of this publication.”

spordent of a German paper, he gave | Germany with a good deal of friendly
| me descriptions of Belzian atrocities feeling toward the Turk,
committed by our soldlers and the re- In comparison with Abdul llntnld 1
eults of our system of occupation that, | regarded the regime of the Young
in all their horrible nakedness, put Turks, in spite of all, ns o big stap In
everything that ever appeared in the | Mdvance and a necessary one, and the
Entente newspapers absolutely In the | Parting words of one of our old edi-
shade, tor=, A thorough connolsseur of Tur-
- key, lingered In myv ears without very
Atracity Sterien Confirmed. llmurh effect. He snld:

An early as the beginning of 1918 he “You are going to Constantinople,
told me the plain truth that wo were | YOU will soon be able to see for your-
practically starving Beigium and that | #¢lf the moral bankruptey of the
the country was really only kept alive | Young Turks, and you will find that
by the Relief Commission, and that | Turkey ls nothing but a dead body gal-
we were attempting to ruln any Bel- vanized into action, that will only last
glan Industry which might compete |2# long as the war lasa und we Ger.
with ours by a systematic removal of | Mans supply the gnlvanizing power.”
machinery to Germany., And that |1 would not belleve it and went to Tur-
wus before the time of the deporta- | Kty With an absolutely open mind to
tions! form my own opinion,

Schweder's descriptions dealt for I got to know the Turkish soldier
the most part with the sexual moral- | With his steical heroism in defence,
Ity of our soldiers in the trenches, In | @nd the brilliant attacking powers and
spite of severe punishments, so he | courage of the Anatolinns with thelr
assured me, thousands and thousands | blind belief 4n thelr Padishah as they
of cases oocurred of women and young | were rushed to the defepce of Stam-
girls out of decent Belglan and | boul and hurled themselves In & bayo-
French familles being outraged. The | Net charge against the British machine
soldler on short leave from the front Kuns under a hall of shells from the
with the prospect uf a speedy return | Hea
to the first Nne trenches and death, [ galned a high opinlon of Turkish
staring him In the face did not care valor and powers of resistance. 1 had
what happuned; the unhappy victims | No reason to stint my pralse or with-
were for the most part silent about  hold my judgment. In mess tentsand
their shame, so that the cases of pun- At wvarlous observation posts 1 made

ast,

Lto make over the Near E

The book was written in Switaerland last s
printed bhere relate to the Armenian massacres Ge
:rolﬂbﬂ’l' for the deliberate attempt by the Turks to wipe out a na-

on utterly. Succeeding articles will throw new light
traordinary situation arising out of the ambitions of t‘e

., The extracts
s re-

on the ex-
Young Turks

many a similar tale in these first days
before he knew me, I have never for-
Fotten it; and I think I owe much
to Lisut. 8teln. He helped me on the
way I was predestined to go, for had I
not just returned from the colonies
and forelgn lands, imbued wllhiubenl
ideasn, and from the first torn by grave
doubta?

The Lieutenant may be an exception
—gmntsd; but he ls an exception un-
fortunately but tob often represented
in that army of millions on Its invad-
ing march Into wunhappy Besigium,
among officers and non-commissloned
efficers, whom, at any rate so far as
active service s concerned, every ene

-

who has served in the German army
will agree with me In calling on the
average thoroughly brutal.

Ligut. Btein gave me my first real
deep dlsgust of war., He 18 a type that
I have not invented, and he will easily
be ldentified by the German military
authorities from his sigoature on my
military pass aas one of those arch-
Prussians who suddenly readqpt a
martial alr, suddenly revive and come
Inte their element ageain, although
they may be sickly old valetudinarians
—the kind of men who in clvil life
are probaMy enthuslastic members of
the "German Colonial Soclety,” the
“Naval Union” and the “Pan-German

ishment were very few and far be-
tweon,

While I was at the front I heard
extraordinary things, for which I had
ngain- detalled confirmation from

western front well, about the German
policy of persecution in Alsace-Lor-
raing. There the system was to pun-
Ish with Imprisonment not only mc-
tlons but opinlons. 'The authorities
did not even scruple to Imprison girls
out of highly respected houses who
had perhaps made some harmless re-
mark in youthful ignorance and shut
them up with common criminals and
prostitutes to work out their long
sentence. Huch soandelous acts, which
are a disgrace %o humanity, Paul
Bchweder confirmed by the dosen or
related at first hand,

One curious thing at thia time per-
haps worthy of mention was the dls-
dainful contempt with which these
Prumsians, even Defore the fall of

Bchweder, who kmew the whole of the |

the personal acquaintance of crowds of

| thoroughly sympathtic and likable
| Turklsh officers, Let me mention but
| one — Fasad Pasha, the defender of
! Jannina. ’

But even then 1 was heginning to
have my own opinion about much that
1 saw; I was already torn by confiict-
ing doubta.” Already I was beginning
| to ask myself whether my sympathies
would not gradually turn more and
more definitely to those who were
vainly storming these strong Turkish
forts from the aea, under a deadly ma-
chine gun fre; for the cause of true
civilizatiop, the cause of lberty, was

Effort toWipe
Out a Nation
Described in
aSensational
Book by Ger-
manWar Cor-
respondent

present day Turkey perished abso=
lutely with this unique example in the
history of modern human clvilisation
of the most appalling bestiality and
misgulded jingolsm,

This, more than everything else I
saw on the derman-Turkish side
throughout the war, persuadad*me to
take up arma ngainst my own people

and to adopt the positlon 1 now hold.
I say “German-Turkish," for I must
hold the German Government aa

equally responslble with the Turks for
the wtrocities they allowed them to
commit

In this little book, which partakes
more of the nature of an casay than
an exhaustive treatise, my task will be
to detormine the system, the under-
I¥ing politieal thought and the respon«
aibllity of Germany In all these horrors
—muassacres, the seductlon of women,
chlldren left to die or thrown into the
sen, protty yvoung girls carried off into
houses of |l repute. the compulsery
conversion to Islinm and incorporation
In Turkish harems of young women,
the ejection from thelr homes of eml-
nent und distinguished familles by
brutal gendarmen, attacks while on the
march by pald bands of robbers and
criminals, “emigration” to notorious
malarin awamps and barren descrt and
mountain lands, victims handed over
to the wild lusts of roaming Bedoulns
and Kurds—In & word, the triumph of
the bamsegt brutality and most cold
blooded refinement of cruelty In & war
of extermination In which half a mil-
Hion men, and according to some esti-
mites many more, have perished, while
the remaining one and a half million
of this most intelligent and cultured
race, one of the principal ploneera of
progress in tha Ottoman Emplire, see
nothing hut complete extinction stas
ing them in the face through the rup-
ture of famlily ties, the deprivation of
thelr rights. and sconomie ruln,

The Armenlan persecutlons began In
all thelr cruelty, practically unan-
nounced, In April, 19156, Certaln events
on the Caucasus front, which no num-
ber of lles could explain away, gave
the Turkish Government the welcome
pretext for falllffg like wild animals
on the Armenians of the sastern vila-
yvets—the so-called Armenia propete
and getting to work theres without
deference to man, woman or ohiM.
This was called *“the restoration ef
order in the war zone by military
measures, rendered necessary by the
connivance of the Inhabitants with
the enemy, treachery and armed sup-
port.” The first two or thres hundred
thousand Arménlans fell in the first
rounding up,

Nasion Deomed to Death,

Every shred of justification for the
Turkish Government in
to establish this as an "evacuation nec-
essary for military purposes and for
the prevention of unrest" entirely
vanighes in face of such methods, and
I do not bellevs that there in & single
decent Germnn cognizant of the facts
of the case who (s not filled with real
diagust of the Young Turkish Govern-
ment by stch cold blooded butchery of
the Inhabitants of whole districts and
i the deportation of others with the ex-
| preas purpose of letting them die en

route. Any one with human feelings,
' however pro-Turkish he may be polit-
| lenlly, cannot think otherwise,

ita attempt

| manifestly on thelr aide, This “evacuntion necessary for mili-

In spite of all 1 returned to Constan- | tary purposes” emptied Armenia
tinople from my frst visit to the Dar- | proper of men, How often have Turks
danelles with very little diminution of ' themselves told me—1 could montion
triendly feeling toward the Turks. My [names, but T will not expose my In-
@irst experience when I returncd to the  formants,®* who were on the wholp

capital was the beginning of the Ar-
menlan persecutions, And here I may
As well say at once that my love for

]drcem. exceptions to the rule, to the
Continued on Necond Page
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