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RED C

Home Service
Branch Is Look-
ing After Those
Who Have Been
Left in Want by
the Call to the
Colors of Their
Chief Bread Win-

ners

clerk who hag been a chief con-

tributor to the support of a fam-
fiy and who has been called into the
nation's war service at a salary of $80
a month has been more or less the
subject of Government consideration,
but the problem has not beén settied
by the Government.

It is true that the Government ap-
propriated $141,000,000 to be expended
jan family allowances, but it is also
true that this sum i{s mot snough. A
satisfactory solution is being werked
out, however, through privats agencies
and through the home service brapeh
of the Red Cross, and In an indirect
way the solution of another serlous
war problem for the folke nt home Ia
ing worked out, AT

Gov. Whitman has recelved many
sppeals from wives:and mothers of
men In the United Btates gervice whe

Tm:: problem of the $18 a week

he had no powSr of .
Ths Red Cross has stepped {nto the
reach, and is giving

manship of Mre. John M
shown by reporta of the
months.

There are now 2,008
ng ald in this district,
Ggvernment money has
in or because the grant ls net sufficiint
to safeguard health and maintenance.
At least 325,000 Bas Deen expended.

Help for These at Heme,

Two hundred women' havé been
marshalled under Mrs. Glenn to visit

tnd relief. They werk sarly and late.
There are faw. offices than at
fhe tranch Teadquarters at 130 East

they have allotted in the way of sup-
port for the people at home and to
iielp ease the domestic strain,

It would seem that the
itaedf wag enough of a hasard
‘luire no sequel, but with ocoal
nge and workleas weeks and no
«ure margin ever existing between
voat of living and the probability
sicknevs and malnutrition, there Is
verative need of all the alertwess
the Home Service Workers. They may
rome at & time when Government
vhecks will rell in automatically and
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put an end tw Lhe Ned Croms svogk at The young men Lave gone, the mar-
ried men are now golng in increasing

There nre sirange féars and fore- numbers, she says, With their going
bodings in some familien of naturalized | the rellef work becomes increasingly
soldlers, Mothers do not speak Ens-'importum. And as the local branch
lish and they do not understand the|is working, so ia the Btate, under the
draft law. It is a body with venom | Fed Cross. Every city will lsarn, ff it
on its tongue, has'not already, the importance of con-

They do not understand why their! serwing the home resources, repre-
pboy or thelr husband has been tl'kﬂ_'linentod by the families of men whao
away, and they may not be in sym-!Lave gone either to camp or behind the

pathy at all with the CGovernment's|yeil of the lines in France,

motive. They may not be able to write ;

lettera to their men at camp. Their
landlord may eject them because the
Government money dld not come. A
thousand groblems may oppress them.

The programme that Mre, Olenn has
adopted is intended to smooth most of
the troubles away. A legal ald com-
mittee, of which W, L. Carnu is chalr-
man, is avallable for advice on the law,
with special reference to the War In-
surance act, Moving pletures and lec-
tures are to be glven to educate in the
war alms of the Government. Willing
hands in the branch office wiil write
letters for the mothers gt dictation and
the volunteer visiting corps Is discov-
ering the exact needs of the families
and Is directing the disbursement of
funds from & treasury to which no
strings are attached.

Damands Ave Imcreasing.

It would be an Interesting social
problem, but it Is engrossing as patri-
otie service. Amisting Mrs. Glenn Is
Miss Edna J. Wakefleld, secretary for
the New York county Red Cross

branch. Already she has noted the |
drain of war upon the city’s human |

Loule Kavinaky will not go to war
with a high hLeart if e knows that by
hisn going his good old mother may
want food or fuel, or his little sister
will b¥ anhungered, or his wife will be
turned out by an inconsiderate land-
lord. Ile will write letters homs that
will darken the blackness of morrow
and there will be such despalr in him
that he will érill fauitily and bear bit-
ter thoughts for the Government and
It war. Among forelgners these things
are not to be lightly passed over and
no native American will find them tol-
ernble,

The home pervice workers are not
spending time to take the War De-
partment to task for not making
prompt remittances in pay allotments,
They realize that there are too many
things to be done at Washington to
attempt to correct any one of them on
thelr own motlon. ‘The war insurance
law reqlires soldlers to assign
amounia ranging from $16 a month
up to dependents, and directs the War
Department to pay amounts ranging
s high as 850 a month, according to
the size and condition of tha family.
There ure further provisions for in-
fsurance in case of sicknesa and death.
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The work of the Hume Bervice
branch first began to assume propor-
tiona in November, with the coming of
cold and coal shortage, and the strain
of a month's abrence of many drafted
men at camp:. In a large number of
cases no checks were received for Sep-
tember and November allotments until
late In December. Early in Januare
considerable improvement was noted.

Women Bear Thelr Burden.

And in the lack of heat and food by
many famlilies of the lower East and
West 8lde and n The Bronx, families
whoe had given their men cheerfully,
there was extreme suffering. There
may have been death. Itallans, Rus-
slans, Jews, Voles, Hungarians, Amer-
lcans—they had spared their men with
mental fortitude, but they had no bul-
wark against physical necesalty.

Had It not been for the prompt
action of settlement workers and the
Home Service the natlon would have
lost many of {ts good Nghters at home,
It was particularly affecting that few
of the women who came to ask ald—
even the forelgners — complained

againat the war or berated the pa- |

triotic exigency that had taken their
support from them.

“My Tony, he's a-gone,' said an Ital-
l=0 woman, “but I do not nmak’ de kick,
H+'s a-gone Lo fight.”

ut she needed coml and her children
nceded food. The Home Dafence
branch bought oll stovea when the coa)
ran out—bought them when a famous
oll man was moving from hla uptown
house to a hote]l to keep warm, be-
cause its orderw, recognized &s neces-
sary, were given greferénce, ..

In the month of November the organi-
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Home service branch of Red Cross is looking after the.needs of soldiers’ families.

]
gation spent $5,100, with 1,808 cases.

cember and the expenditures jumped
to over $13,000. At the end of Decem-
ber there were 2,083 families under
care and nearly 500 familiea were
| added in January. The workers were
| expecting a alackening of cases with
the coming of the new vear, belleving
| that Government money would give
relief, but the scope of the work is
widening and promises to grow much
larger,
| All patlons and creeds—Americans,

Austrians, Roman Cathollca, athelsta—
share in the home service bounty. All
lines of prejudice are down; so em-
phatically down that it does not even
occur to the workers to suggest the
fact. The November report showed
the following distribut'on of rnatlonall-
ties:

American, 519; Itallan, 58; Russian
(Jew, 43; Irish, 25; Austrian, 23; Ru-
{manian, 7; English, 6; Hungarian, 7;
| German, 4; Spanish, 3.

The growing preponderance of hus-
bands in the service was shown by
these fgures:

Husbands, 360,

| mone  277. brothers,
33, nephews, 7 fatheis, 2; grandsons,
1; uncle, 1. There waore three familiea

{in which three won® have gone L0 War,

| twenty-six familles In which two sons
have gone and one familly gave four
sons,

| t

All Are Assisted.

Similarly, there Is no lUmit to the
arms of service served by this organi-
ration. There were 486 cases of tamilies
with men in the National Army, 162 in
\the Regulars, 34 In the Navy. 34 in the

| National Guard units: and there werg

There wis a gain of 726 cases in De- | families of 14 Canadians under carch

10 ramliles of avimors, 7 of the hos-
pltal corpa.

From draft boards, soclal agencies,
commanding officers, newspapers, cas-
ualty lists, personal application and
Interested persons cases come crowds
ing in dally to the home service of-
fices. A volunteer ofMice force line all
llt can do to apswer the telephonea and
u;k with the persons who come for
ald.

The legal nld committee, headesd by
Mr. Carns, in-composed of the follow-
ing lawyers: Frank N. Crosby, Otto
Hianfleld, Max E. Bernheim, Sydney B.
Cardozo, F. Campbell Jeffery, Gilbert
D. Lamb and A, J. Engelman. They
are dally on call at the branch offices.
Henry C. Mellon conducts an informa-
tion bureau at the I{all of Records for
the same purpose.

Commanding officers at the dmft
camps wWhere boys In the district are
atationed are making full use of the or-
ganization. When Bill of The Bronx. o)
George of the East Blde get an idea
that thelr “people” nre up ngalnst it
#0 hard they should return home, they
tell the proper oMcer about it, and the
proper ofMicer tells the commanding
cfficer. A report of some sort Is neces-
sary, becaune the C. O. isn't privileged
to restore any one Lo the bosom of his
funlly, except fur absolute necessity.
The home service branch makes the
investigation dutifully and its recom-
mendations have weight.

Mra Olenn and her alds do mot
overiook any source of Information
that may ald their work., The news-
papers are scanned for possible cases
and casumity lists, ship disasters and
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By PHILIF R, MACKENRIN.'
Special Correspondence (o Tus Bus,
Roum, Jan, 17.—Food ahortage was

felt in Italy much lster than in other
Furopean countries.  Even tow it 1s

felt in some aWtricts more thad In
ohers, Central and southern Italy fare
Letter than the northern provinosa

While future prospects tf a great ex-
tent are uncertain, conditions in Italy
4rs not partioularly bad and the menace
of starvation is considersbly far off.

What Italy lacks is wheat. The graln
rops last year fell far below the aver-
'ge and the deficlancy, increased to
about §0,000,000 quintals owing to the
loma of the army wheat stores during the
fetreat from the Isonso, cannot be Im-
worted owing to the difficulties of trans«
nortation. The Food Controller, Signor
tieapl, mald last month in the Chamber
of Deputies that the wheat avalldble in
lialy was only sufficlent for January,
hinting quite openly that the future was
in the hande of the Allies,

Hince then the situstion has consid-
erably improved, Hpeaking In the Sen-
Tounced thak. the sreviotoning ot TIal
until the naxt harvest had been uum,.

_thanks to special agreements with the

Alllen, gspecially Americs, which prom-
sl to supply the necessary wheat.

Difienition of Rationing:

Tia food problem has not yet bieen
mived however, a8 Is apt to
increans tn the futurs. In no other

vountry in the world Is bread so much
the staff of life as in Maly,
bacause the Italiang are and have
wen  a  bresd-saling
rationing s
surmountable d¢ifoyities in this
Af the commeon
ltaly eats hardly saything
It is next to impossible to
!#ma bread or hope that

An attempt to reduce
of bread naturall
cresse of of macareal.
the prohlem instead of
Was complieated, for the
Lh&hmmmumhmd
1.

and |

and Napies,
they could find and

WHEA

Difficulties of Rationing Increased by the Fact That Bread Is the Principal

IS TH

= PRESSING N

Food of the Peasants__ and Hoarding of Grain I[s Common

foflowed, and then the Food Controller
decided to ration macarenl Instead of

3t I8 & well-known fact, and It is use-
fess hiding it, thay Itallans resent any
[ 1
tien.
extensive requisitioning of wheat was
resorted to and the prices fixed were po

low that the farmers who evaded requi-
sitlon were snabled to mell thelr wheat |
later at & great profit. Prices then rose ' other commodities have been pazsed, same extent a4 in other counteies, for ‘undoy

o restraln their food consump- |
Italy was preparing for war |

gher and kepl rising as the demand
nerensed and the supply diminished,
Hoarding proved moxt profitable, and
thers {n noL one singie family of peas-
ant: in Italy that has not some gErain
hidilen carefully away--so carefully, in
fact, that they continue to buy bread

| lest It sheuld be suspected that they do

not need it
Laws againat hoarding of cereals and

d 3 g
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ht I’t;i.-Puhmn of Liverpecl; Bis Luther 8;
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but beaides being svaded, and svading

law |4 ons of the Italian fine arts, they YorY cheap Dbefore the war the gradual |
i Increams in prices, although compara-
of thousands of peasants would have to | 1IVely great, on the whole proved lower |

cannot B¢ enforced with safely, as tens

be fined and arrested.

Allied help always will be needed In
taly, for muny reasons that are very
diMcult to explain and much more to
understand. In the frst place food
shoriage never can he felt here to the

the simple reason thut as living was

than in other countelen,

Twoe Meatichs Days a8 Week,

For more than a year Thuradays and
Fridays huave been meatless days in
but while thie prohibition resulted
btedly in o greal economy of meat
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CED  IN

ITALY

| consumption it at the sama time con-
ltrlbulod 1o inorears tho cost of vegeta-
bles and other commodities. As fish
I‘aml vegetables were always very cheag

in Ialy even an increase of 100 per

aent. falls to make their prices prohibls |

tive. The mame may be gald of other
commodities which are now dear, not on
account of their searcity but simply be-
«<uause thelr supply, the same now as
hefore the war, In in part withheld by
the ownera leat prices should gn down.
A case In point s that of frult. Fruit
produetion In Italy s so considerable

thut before the war tona of it were ex- |

ported and still enough was left for
| home consumption at very low prices
| Now fruit is very dear and it should be
Ingtead dirt cheap, as none {s exported.
AR frull srowers ars congpensated for
the profits they dertved feom exportation

by the high prices now prevalling at |
home they take good cure not to flood |

| the market, but regulate the supply uc-
cording to the demand, and they utilize
| the surplus to feed plge, catile or poul-
try.

Livimg 1s St1ll Chenp.

uUn the whole, however, living In
| Ttaly i= etill cheap and & good meal can
|b- bad In any Italian restaurant for
half the price It costn In France or in
]!‘:nsland. There are restrictions of
| courss such asx sweets, cream, butter,
| @c., but a tip works miracles in laly,
| whers everything is done to obhilge a
| oustomer, Conditions vary from one
]pm\rlnu to another and food shoriage
Im feit more In the north than In the
wouth,
off everywhere, and the working peo-
ple, whose wages have bean (ncreased
lowlng to the war, do not fare badly; In-

|llitl('aa ol cump are traced to the folke
at home and rellef given if needed.
HBeven familles whose men went
down with the Antilles learned of the
work of the service Lranch, The
HBritish Consul had on one occaslon re-
ferved a case to the branch for action.
The Cauadlan Club cooperates regu-
larly. Draft boards are constantly
flooded with appeals of varying sorts

MILIES OF SOLDIERS

iSolution Found for
. aProblemNeither
Nation nor State
- Could Meet at
Once When It
Arose Suddenly---
Women and Chil-
dren Saved From
Suffering

| ®ud turn many of them over to Mra.
| Gleun.

| The Government allolmenis are re-
(quircl to be made on the following
| seale, with $50 a month as the top
| limit:

For wire, but no c¢chlld, 916; wife
and one child, 925; wife and two chil-
dren, $32.00; for each additiohal
child, §5.

For no wife, but one child, §5;: no
wife, but two ciildren, $12.50; thres
children, $20, &e.

In case the soldier 1s not married the
following scale applies: One parent.
$10; two parents, §30; brother, sister.
&c, 35. Allotments by the Govern-
menl ure conditional upon allotments
being made voluntarily by the soldiers.

That there la appreciation from the
men at camp of the watchful super-
vislon exercised by the organisation
Is Indieated by the following letter:

“1 will never be able tosthank you
and the Red Cross enough for what
vou have done for my aunts in their
time of need.: I hope some day to try.
and repay to some one slss in need,
not for myself, but for my aunta, to
help the Red Cross do ita wonderful
work for the needy soldier and his
tamily. I thank you for anything you
do In the future."

There are hearts being lightened in
many a tent at Upton and other campn
by the knowledge that absence has not
meant want for the ones left at home.

fght with strong munscles and a brain
in which one thought is fixed—to get
the enemy ewith the first punch,
Tommy Atkins dikl some tall walling
about Blighty, if our memory is good,
and Bammy ought, no doubt, to sigh
just ms heavily for his own snug nest,
bul If he gets cheers from home and
the news that all is well, he will take
his turn at drill and down his
chow with jaws aching to take a bite
out of the first Boche he meets on the
other side,

S—

. ABT thy Lread upon 1the
‘ waters,” saith the Bible,
and the truth of the anclent
word was sustalned only recently in
an astonishing and unusual way.
Many times came the return to the
caster, and wide was the profit that
accrued to all connected with the
charitable act

Among the many strange livellhooda
pructised In New York is there any
stranger than that of the junk
hunter? lle searches the refuse of
the great city for fotsam of wvalue
and seldom Ix the day he doean’t inake
better than a living wage.

Jugk hunters are subdivided into
classes, such as thase who reclaim
metal, papér, lost articles, rags, &c.
The specialist who concerns us is the
man who reclaims old postage stampa,
His is the art highest in the junk
hunting trade.

Came into a paper warehouss on the
philatelle junk hunter's route one day
five long, green boxes that held the
1650-1855 correspondance of a defunct
shipping firm. 1t was his luck to get
acceas to only one box—that of 1853,
¥rom it he gleaned a mams of okl en-
velopes with atamps intact.

He had found “original covers'™ as
they are called in the stamp world,
and roma were of real value. In a Jiffy
the junk hunter rushed to I'ark Row
to hix principal with the {ind, recelving
$15 for threo envelopes from Hawnll.

IT PAYS TO BE GENEROU

warehouse 1o search the other lonx
green boxes before their contents
could be shipped to the pulp grinding
mill up State. His luck on the second
trip is worth another story, so won'
be told here,

The stamp dealer who bough! the
three old covers for $15 Lried in vain to
interest his customers in them. Montlh
after month he lield them at the fixed
price of $10 each, but none made an
offer, despite thelr appareat rarily.
Finally came a stamp auction for the
benent of the Ied Cross, and the
dealer. wishing to do his bit, con-
tributed one of the Iawalian covers.

To tho surprise of all it brought
$37.50, the buyer being a Hawallan
gpeclalint in Byracuse. That worthy,
much interested In his gem, traced the
gource of his find through the auve-
tioneer and wrote to the New York
denler—principal of the Jjunk hunter-
for verificatlion of ils origin. Incl-
dentally he asited where Lhera were
any more, Now, knowing the value of
his find, the New Yorker promptly
sent the other two envelopes to the
Syracuse man with a price of §125 for
the palr.

1t was a deal, The Byracusan took
them and when he died soon after and
his estate was settled the three covers
were sold agaln at auction, this time
bringing a trifle more than $380. OF
courss the Lunter gol & liberal bonus
from the New York*® dealor and theres
came to the led (‘rosa another check
for $12.560.

| He was sent posthaste back to the

PARIS APPLAUDS|
PORCHE DRAMA

|
Butors et la Finette™

(‘alled Equal of Rostand’s
“Chantecler.”

"l.i"i

Hy MILTON V. SAYDER,

Speidal Corveapondence 1o Tum Sis
Pants, Jan, 20.—Not since Nostand's
“Chantecier” has Paris had an alle-
gorical lpay of the charm and mastery
of Francols 1'orche's “Las Bulors % Ia

Finetie,' produced at the Theatre An-|
tolne

Heoith “Chantecler” and Porche's new
drama exalt natiohal sentiment, glorify
duty aml effort. Rostand foresaw what
Porche has meen acoomplished, They
| are iuspired Ly the same thoughts,

The peasants are naturally well | preach the same crusade, coms (o the

anma conclusion,

Thoe ncens where, under iie threat

| and tha oppression of the dark flight of |

| stead they have Improved thelr stand-| tha bird of prey, all (Mhantecler's peo-

| ard of living. As for the wall Lo do

ntill live well by spending more.

| 'The middie classes, such as the fami-
llem of clerks and other amployoes,
| probably feel Lhe food ahortage more
than all, But then their earnings never

they |

ple gather around thelr chief, reema to|
be the imags of the rigors, of the dis- |
tipline and the necessities of this war,
The pre-war Invasion of France by the

| Garmans and (heir agenta and France's |

careless, Nippant ignoring of thelr pres-.

| were in proportion to thelr numerous|ence and purpose s the subject of the

! families even before the war, and thelr
| traditional frugnl hablts now stand
| them iIn good “iend. Thay ent mpar-
[’mcly but sufliclently, finding the prob-
{lem of life more difficult than usual.

Bo long as the ItaMans have bread
they will stand the piraln of war and
roalst, They may Iack discipline and
repent Blale luterferenve in ocon-
trol, whiech they will strive and often
Sucoosd to evade, They will grumble
mers Lhan other people and blame in-
slead of cooperating witly the authorl-
tlen. HMut they wre more frugal than
fll tha other at war and they
ecan live on m lean provided they
have bread. @read Is easential tn ILaly,
mm alllen, America especlally, can
\

this country in ne better way th
sending her grain, S g

allegory. ere ls the story of “Las Bu- |
tora et 1n Wliette (the clodhoppers and |
Finetie) :

| Once upon a time a Princess (Wil
nette) lived happlly In the most beau-
tiful province and In the most beautiful
castle In the world, Har subjecis loved
her because they loved her freely, Bhe |
did not oppress them; left them free 10|
act and think as they wished, to work |
according to thalr deslie nnd Lo amuse |
themselven, Carelgen, frivalous and nat-
urally witty, they scorn autherity ; they
mock the stewurid of the'r young rov-
oreign, @ coertain “Bue,” who came from
wo ene knew where, & sugplc oun fors
clgner, an enigmatic being, pretentious,
obsequious, conptantly rritated by thelr
quips, shocks | by thelr freadom of naiie

|

“Verlly——"

erate, (gnorant aud blind to changing
conditions, incapable of dlacipline,

0ld Miron, the head gardener, |5 (lis
only one who reallres the alm of thie crit-
ielsm.  Hut the youuy peopie o not
heed him and continue to amus: theni-
salves. The gates of the town ure open
to all the adventurars of the world
while tho land allows itsalf to be “‘pa-
cifieally invaded"” The natives quarrel
among themeelves, they play at politic=
Francols, Mirou's oldest pon, hoine afier
a long trip guring which he has studied
the world conditbons, i= the only one tu
e tha! something I8 wrong in his
country.,  He tells Finette his disp
pointment and his anxiety. The Princess
agrecs that ghe might have shown lier-
= 1f leas frea und casy in her Yule

While the Princesz—qyueen of rlegance
and wit=—throws opou  her Jdoors 1o
voluptuousneas and extravagarce, while
hor peopls dance, her negwhbors—the vo-
racious Butors—are making ready for
war. Hue Is thelr man—Buye the spy,
the traltor, the corvyptor, the Lhief of
documents atid secrels. e preliminary
taulc Ivw gone. He Curtivaly quils the fex-
tive castle and meetp the sdvance guaii!
of the Hutors, The War Lord quesions
e, congratulates him and pays hiu

The scene changes (ta characier. The
Itutor army & approaching. It lias
violated the frontler. massaored the san-
tinala and ocvupled the nearest towne.
Then the sinistar scene disappears and
the mad, voluptuous vizion resppears.
The FPrincess, Aattered, overexcited.
radiant, knows the full joy of living,

Suddenly, & (hunder clap interrupts
tha bacchanal ; the thunder of men mora
dreadful than ths Are of heaven. The
rumbling of the guns lm;r“n. followed
by criea of fear. It ln'the people’'s mu-
prame hour of trial. But Instantly thes
reply to the ecall of the tovaln; all of
themy rush to the help of the Princess.
They go-—roses o their gun barres
pongs on their lips, with the rescive and
the certalnly of vietery. The act ends
in an outburst of valor. The 1oobilized
eoldiers depait. Those who awalt their
return-—mothers, wives. wswasthearts
suppress their tears that they would be
ashamed 1o slied on ruch a day,

Here the author has written & page of
Rietory In the grouping, i1 one mntheti:
tubleny, whete mnothhig essential  i=
omitted, of al! precedling Impreaston and
lexgony

Tho second part o the dromi doen 1ol
qulte equal the Hist, 1! doss not preselL
0 firmly coovdinated au enmemble; It
coitalng too muny things.  Jut it fe full
of Inspiration 3

ner. Hue l'rhkl thems vorrupt, degens
fl

Uncle Sam demands that his soldler
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