
Germany's Nefarious Effort to Start a Holy War Against Christianity
The portion of Dr. Harry Stuermer's

sensational book, "Two War Years in
Constantinople," which was printed in
THE SUN last Sunday fixed on Get-ma- ny

the ultimate responsibility for the
massacres of Armenians by the Turks.
The extracts from the book printed to-

day cover Germany's attempt to enlist
Mohammedaos all over the world in a
Holy War and the real aims of the
Young Turks.

Dr. Stuermer served in the German
army for six months at the beginning of
the war and was then discharged on ac-

count of severe illness. Thereafter for
two years he was correspondent of the
"Koelnische Zeitung" at Constantinople.
His observations there converted him
into an opponent of German war aims
and methods and his conscience im-

pelled him to publish the accusations be
makes against Germany in his book.

By DR. HARRY STUERMER.
I'opytifflt, 1M7, ty Ororse If. Dran Co.

is a very painful (ask fur a Ger-

manIT who does not profess to be a
"world politician," but really thinks in
terms of true, "world politics" to deal

with the many intrigues and machinations
of our Government in their relations
to the "Holy War" (Arab.
J jihad), when; in their quest of a vain
illusion they stooped to the very lowest

means.
Practically all their hopes in that direc-

tion have been sadly shattered. Their
costly, unscrupulous, thoroughly unmoral
efforts against European civilization in
Mohammedan countries Lave resulted in

the terrific eounterstroke of the defection
f the Aralis and the foundation of a

purely Arabian Caliphate under English
protection. Thus England has already
won a brilliant victory against Germany
and Turkey in spite of Gallipoli and

a. One could not have a
better example of Germany's total

to Micceed in the sphere of world

politics.
The "Holy War," if it had

succeeded, would have been one of the
greatest crimes against human civiliza-

tion that even Germany has on her
remembering as wc do her recent

ruthless "frightfulness" at 8ea and her
attempt to set Mexico and the Japanese
against the laud of most modern civiliza-
tion and of greatest liberty. A successful
"Djihad'' spreading to all the lands of
Islam would have set back by years all
that civilization so patiently and so pain-

fully won.
lint the attempt against colonial civili-

zation did not succeed. The "Djihad,"
proclaimed as it was by the Turanian
pseudo-Calip- h and violently anti-Entent- e,

was doomed to failure from the very start
from its' obvious artificiality. It was a
miserable farce, or rather a tragi --comedy,
the present ending of which, namely the
defection of the Arabian Caliphate, is the
direct contrary of what had been aimed
at with such fanatical urgency and the
use of such immoral propaganda.

One could let it pass with a slight feel-

ing of irritation against Germany if it.

were merely a case of the failure of the
"Djihad." But nnfortunately the prop-
aganda, as stupid as it was unsuccessful,
exercised in this connection, will be written
down for all time as one of the blackest

and most despicable marks against Ger-

many's account in this war.
In order to demonstrate the role played

in this affair by the German Embassy at
Constantinople I will not make' an ex-

haustive survey but simply confine myself
to a few episodes and outstanding fea-

tures. An eminent German Red Cross
doctor, clear sighted and reliable, who
liad many tales to tell of what he had
seen in the Caucasus campaign, said to
me one evening as we sat together at a
promenade concert :

"'Do you see that man in Prussian
majors uniform going past? I met him
twice in Erzernm last winter. The man
was nothing but an employee in a mcr-elian- t's

business in Baku, and had learned
Russian there. He has never done mili-

tary service.
"When war broke out he hurried to

I be Embassy in Pcra and offered bis ser-

vices to stir up the Georgians and other
peoples of tbc Caucasus against Russia.
Of course he got full powers to do what
lie wanted, and guns and ammunition and
piles of propaganda pamphlets were
placed at Lis disposal so that he might
carry on his work from the frontier of the
(hen still neutral Turkey.

"Whole chests full of good gold coins
were sent to him to be distributed confiden-

tially for propaganda purposes; of course
he was bis own most confidential friend!
He went bade to Erzenim without having

won a single soul for the cause of the
'Djihad.' That has not prevented his
living as a 'grand seigneur,' for the Em-

bassy arc not yet daunted and now the
fellow struts about in a major's uniform,
lent to him, although he lias never been
a soldier, so that the cause may gain still
more prestige."

Numerous examples of similar me:isures
might be cited, and instances without
number given, of the German Embassy
being made the dupe of greedy adven-

turers who treated them as an inexhaus-
tible source of gold. First one would ap-
pear on the scene who announced himself
as the one man to cope with Afghanistan,
then another would come along on his way
to Persia and play the great man "'on a
special mission'' for a time in Pera while
money belonging to the German Empire
would tind its way into all sorts of low
haunts. And so things went on for two
years until, with the Arabian catastrophe,
even the eyes of the great diplomatic
optimists of Ayas-Pash-a might have been
opened.

I will only mention here how een a
bona tide connoisseur of the East. like
liaron von Oppenhcim, who had already
made tours of considerable value for re-

search purposes right across the Arabian
peninsula, and so should have known
better than to share, these false illusions,
doled out thousands of marks from his
own pocket and millions from the treas-

ury! to stir up the tribes to take part in
the "Djihad," and how he returned to
Pera from bis propaganda lour with a
real Bedouin beard, and, still unabashed,
took over the control of the German Em-

bassy's "News Bureau," which kept up
these much derided war telegraph and
picture offices known in Pcra and else-
where by the populace as

ilc inensottges (packs of lies), and
which Hooded the whole of the East with
wagonloads of pamphlets in every con-

ceivable tongue-i- n fact these with guns
and ammunition formed the chief load of
the "culture bringing" Balkan
train!

I cannot leave this disagreeable subject
without making some mention of a type
that does more than anything to throw-ligh- t

on the morale of this German prop-
aganda. Every one in Constantinople
knows or rather knew, for he has now
feathered his nest comfortably and de-

parted to Germany with his money
Mehmed Zekki "Bey," the publisher and
chief editor of the military paper Vie
Sationalverteidigung and its counterpart
La Defence, published daily in French but
representative of Young Turk-Germa- n

interests. Hundreds of those who know
Zekki also know that he used to be called
"Capitaine Xelken y Waldberg." Fewer
know that "Xelken" alone would have
been more in accordance with fact.

L will relate the history of this indi-
vidual as I knew it from the mouths of
reliable informants the members of the
embassy and the consulate. Xelken, a
Rumanian Jew, a shopkeeper by trade,
had been several times in prison for
bankruptcy and fraud and at last fled
from Rumania. He took refuge in the
Turkish capital, where he continued his
business and married a Greek wife.

Here again be became bankrupt, as if
only too clear from the public notice of
restoration in the Constantinople news-
papers, when his lucrative political activ-

ity as the champion of Kmpp's, of the
German cause and "the holy German
war," as much a purely as
Islamic affair, provided him with the
wherewithal to pay off liis former disrep-
utable debts.

After leaving Constantinople he went
to Buenos Ayres. From there he went to
Cairo and edited a little private paper
called Les Petitcs Xouvelles Egyptiennc?.
For repeated extortion he was sentenced
to one year's imprisonment, but unfor-
tunately only iii contumaciam, for he had
alicady fled the country, not, however,
before he liad been publicly smacked on
the face in the Flashe beer garden without
offering satisfaction as an "Argentine
General" should a performance that was
later repeated in every detail in Tokliau's
restaurant in Constantinople.

He told me once that he had been sen-

tenced in this way because, on an under-
standing with the then German diplo-
matic agent in Cairo, Yon Mique), he had
attacked Lord Cromer's policy sharply,
and that his patron Yon Miqucl had given
him the timely hint to leave Egypt.

Xelken then returned to Constantinople
and devoted himself with unflagging
energy to bis previous uushieM of agent.

nc turned to the Islamic faith and be-

came a citizen of the Ottomau Empire
because be found it more profitable so to
do and could thus escape from his former
liabilities. Thaji in spite of lack of means
he managed to found a military news-
paper, which, however, soon petered out.
Xelken became Mehmed Zekki and a jour-
nalist, and of course called himself "bey."

Up to this point the history of this in-

dividual is nothing but a characteristic
extract from life as it is lived by" hundreds
of rogues in the East. But now we come
to something which is almost unbeliev-
able and which leads me to give credence
to his version of his relations with Yon
Miqucl, which after all only shows more
clearly than ever that German "world
politics" arc not above making use of the
scum of the earth for their intrigues.

In full knowledge of tins man's whole
black past as Dr. Weber of the German
Embassy himsr-l-f told me the German
Embassy with the sanction of the Impe-
rial Government (this I know from letters
Zekki showed me in great glee from the
Foreign Offices and the War Office) ap-
pointed this fellow to be their confidential
agent with a large monthly honorarium
and to become a pillar of "the German
cause" in the East.

As publisher of l.a Defence Zekki re-

ceived n large salary from Germany, one
from Austria, afterward cut down not
from any excess of moral sense but simply
from excess of economy, and a very con-

siderable sum from Kmpp's. As repre-
sentative of German interests he did all
he could to propitiate the Young Turks
by the most fulsome flattery, and more
recently he was pushing hard to get. on
the Committee of Union and Progress.

But I he Turks jibed at w hat the Ger-
man Embassy had brought on themselves

seeing Zekki "Bey" moving about their
sacred halls with the most imposing non-

chalance and condescension. Zekki him-

self ouce complained to me bitterly that
in spite of his having presented Enver
Pasha with a valuable clock worth eighty
Turkish pounds which Enver liad accepted
with pleasure, he would not even answer a
written request from Zekki craving an
audience with him. (This, incidentally,
is a most excellent example of the work-
ing of Enver's mind, a megalomaniac as
greedy as he was proud.)

From the Germans we now turn again
to the Turks, to try to fathom the exact
mentality of the Young Turks during the
great war and to discover what were the
intellectual sources for their various ac-

tivities.
To give a better idea of the whole posi-

tion I will just preface my remarks by
stating a few of the outstanding features
of the present Young Turk Govern-
ment and their dependents. Their first
and chief characteristic is hostility to for-
eigners, but this does not prevent them
from making every possible use of their
ally Germany or from appropriating in
every walk of life anything European, he
it a matter of technical skill, government,
civilization, that they consider might be
profitable. Secondly, they are possessed
of an unbounded store of jingoism, which
has in Pan-Turkis- m with its
ruliug idea of "Turanism."

Pan-Turkis- which seems to be the
governing passion of all the leading men
of the day, linds expression in two direc- -
tions. Outwardly it is a constant striv-
ing for a "Greater Turkey," a movement
that for a large part in its essence, and
certainly in its territorial aims, runs par-
allel with the "Holy War"; inwardly it
is a fanatical desire for a general Turki-h'catio- n

which finds outlet in political na-

tionalistic measures, some of criminal bar-
barity, others partaking of the nature of
modern reforms, beginning with the lan-
guage regulations and "internal coloniza-
tion" and ending in the Armenian per-
secutions.

All Xew Turkish nationalistic efforts at
emancipation had as first principle the
abolition of capitulations. The whole
Young Turkish period we have here under .

review is therefore to be dated from that
day, shortly before Turkey's entry into the
war when that injunction was flung ovcr-boar- d

wlueh Europe had anxiously placed
for of the interests of Eu-
ropeans on a State but too little civilized.

As early as summer 1915 there were
clear outward indications in the. streets of
Constantinople of a smouldering nation-
alism ready to break out at any moment.
The first sphere in which there was evi-

dence of an attempt at forcible Turkifl-catio- n

was the language. Somewhere
toward the end of 1015 Talaat' suddenlv
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ordered the removal of all French and English in-

scriptions, shop signs, &e.t even in the middle of Eu-

ropean Pera. In tramcars and at shopping plates the
French text was blocked out ; boards with public po-

lice warnings in French were either removed alto-
gether or replaced by unreadable Turkish scrawls; the
street indications were simply abolished.

.Then came the famous language regulations, which
even went so far with a year of grace granted owing
to the extraordinary difficulties of the Turkish script

as to decree that in the offices of all trade under-
takings of any public interest whatsoever, such as
banks, newspapers, transport agencies, 4c, the Turk-
ish language should be used exclusively for book-
keeping and any written communication with cus-

tomers. The possibility indeed, the necessity of
employing Turkish hands in European businesses
suddenly came within the range of practical politics
and that was exactly what the Turkish Government
wanted.

Hand in hand with the nationalistic attempt to
coerce European businesses into using the Turkish
language there went more practical attempts to
Turkify all the important branches of commerce
by the founding of indigenous organizations and the
introduction of reforms of more material content than
t hose language decrees.

A very considerable step in advance, in the way of
Turkish sovereignty and Turkish economic patriot-
ism was the organization and since September, l!IHi

execution of the autonomic customs
tariff, which with one blow gives Turkish finances
what the Government formerly managed to extract
painfully from the great Powers bit by bit, by fair
means or foul, at intervals of many years, and which
with its hard and fast scale of1 taxes which there
appears fo be no inclination in political circles at the
moment to modify by trade treaties! means an ex-

ceedingly adequate protection of Turkey's national
productions.

The fur fluug net of the "Djcmiet," that purely
Turkish commercial undertaking with Talaat Bey at
its head, regulating cvcryU'ins: as il did, taking" every-
thing into its own hands from the realizing of the
products of the Anatolian farmers (and incidentally
bringing it about that, their ally Germany had to pay
heavily and always iri cash, even although the Gov-
ernment itself owed millions to "Gcrmnuy and got
everything on credit from flour out of Rumania to
paper for their journals) to the most difficult ration-
ing of lownij.forms a foundation for tho nationalizing
of economic life of tlic very greatest importance.

The establishment of purely Turkish trade and
transport companies, often with pensioned Ministers
as directors and principal shareholders, and lhe new
language regulations and other privileges will soon

KING" or TURKEY .

rut l lie ground away from under the feet of European
concerns.

Then again there are the increasingly thinly veiled
efforts to establish a purely Turkish national banking
system. Quite lately there has been a movement in
favor of founding u Tuikish national bank with the
object of supplanting the much hated Deutsche Bank
in spiteof the credit it' always gives, and that inter-
national and prcpondcratingly French institution, the
Banque Imperialc Ottomane, which had already sim-
ply been sequestrated without more ado.

The Turks have decided too that tbc mines are to
be nationalized, and Turkish companies have already
been formed, without capital, it is true, to work the
mines after the war. The same applies to the rail-
ways, in spite of the line German plans for the Bag-
dad Railway.

All these wonderful efforts of cmunciapation are
perfectly justified from the patriotic point of view,
and are so many blows dealt at Germany, who, quite
apart from Rohrbach's Veltpolitik, had at least hoped
to find a lucrative field of privileged commercial ac-

tivity in the eountrv of her close and devoted allies
the Turks.

Xot .only were Europeans but the natives them-
selves affected by the series of measures that one
might claw together nnder the heading of Turkish
Internal Colonization and lhe Nationalizing of Ana-
tolia.

The way this Turkification of Anatolia was carried
on was certainly not lacking in thoroughness, liko all
their nationalistic efforts. The best means that lay
to band were the frightful Armenian persecutions,
which effected a wonderful clearance among the popu-
lation. 'The properties of persons who have been
despatched elsewhere" within the meaning of the pro-
visory bill were either distributed free or sold for a
mere song to any who applied to the committee for
tbem and proved themselves of the same political per-
suasion or of pure Turkish or preponderating!- - Turk-is- b

nationality.
The rent was often fixed as low as 30 piastres a

month (abont $1.44) for officials and retired mili-

tary men. Iu the case of the latter Enver Pasha
thought this an, excellent opportunity for getting rid,
through the medium of a kindly invitation to settle
in the interior, of those who worried him by their dis-

satisfaction with his system and who might have pre-
pared, difficulties for him.

This "settling" was carried out with the greatest
zeal in the exceptionally flourishing and fruitful dis-

tricts of Brussa, Smyrna-Aidi- n, Eskishehir, Adabaxar,
Angora and Adana, where Armenians and Greeks had
played such a great and to the Turks unpopular part
as pioneers of civilization,

fhe semi-offici- articles in the Tallin were per
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feclly right in praising the local au-

thorities who in contrast with llieir
former indifference and ignorance "had
now fully recognized the great national
importance of internal colonization and
lhe settling of mohadjirs (emigrants
from the lost Turkish territory in Bosnia.
Macedonia, Thrace, 4c.) in the country."
There is nothing to lie said iu favor of the
stupid, unprogressivc character of the
Anatolian as contrasted with the strength,
physical endurance, intelligence, and mo-

bility of these emigrants. The latter had
also, generally speaking, lived in more
highly developed districts.

The great drawback of the mohadjirs,
however, is their instability, their idle-
ness and love of wandering, their frivolity
and Their extraordinary fanaticism: As
faithful Mohammedans following the
standard of their Padishah and leaving
the parts of the country that had fallen
under Christian rule, they seemed to think
they were justified iu behaving like spoilt
children toward the native population.

It lias occurred more than once that
uiolindjira have crossed swords even with
Turkish Anatolians living peacefully in
their own villages. One can then easily
imagine how much more the heretic
giaours ("Christian dugs," "unclean
men") had to suffer at their hands.

But all the methods used are by no
means forcible. Under the spiritual in-

spiration of Mehmed Emin, the national
poet of Anatolian birth whose poems with
their sympathy of outlook and noble sim-
plicity of form make such a warm hearted
and successful appeal to the best kind of
patriotism, men liave begun since 10115,
even iu the circles of the arrogant "Stam-Im- l

Kn'cridi," to take an interest in the
kab.i lurk (uncouth Turk), the Anato-
lian peasant, his needs and his standard
of civilization. The real, needy, primitive
Turk of the interior has suddenly be-

come the general favorite.
A whole series of most remarkable lec-

tures was delivered publicly in the "Turk
Odjaghi." under the auspices of the com-

mittee, by doctors, social politicians and
political economists, and these were re-
ported and discussed at great length in all
the Turkish newspapers. Their subject
was the incredible destitution in Anatolia,
the devastation wrought by dirt diseases,
the lack of men as a result of constant
military service in many wars, and they
called for immediate and drastic reforms.

It is with the greatest pleasure that I
acknowledge that this first late step on
the way of improvement, this

which appeals to me more thorough-
ly than anything else I saw in Turkey, is
probably really the beginning of a hap-
pier era for that beautiful land of Ana-
tolia, so capable of development but so
cruelly neglected. For one can no longer
doubt that the Government baa the real
intention to carry out actual reforms, for
they must be only too well aware that the
strengthening and Healing of Anatolia, tbc
nucleus of the Turkish race, is absolutely
essential for any Turkish mastery, and is
the very first necessity for the successful
carrying out of more far reaching na-

tional exertions.
- In little informed eirclesin Europe peo-
ple arc still under the false impression
that the Young Turks of y, the in- -,

tellectual and political leaderswf Turkey
in this war, are authentic, zealous and
even fanatical Mohammedans, and super-
ficial observers explain all unpleasant oc-

currences and outbreaks of Young Turk-
ish jingoism on Pan-Islam- ic grounds,
especially as Turkey has not been slow
in proclaiming her "Holy War." But
this conception is entirely wrong. The
truth is that the present political regime
is the complete denial of the Pan-Islam- ic

idea and the substitution of the Pan-Turki- sh

idea of race.
Abdul Hamid, that much maligned and

dethroned Sultan, who, however, towers
head and shoulders above all the Young
Turks put together in practical intelli-
gence aud statesman!' skill, and would
never have committed the unpardonable
error of throwing in his lot with Ger-
many in the war and so bringing about
the certain downfall of Turkey, was the
last ruler of Turkey that knew how to
make use of m as a successful
instrument of authority.

Enver and Talaat and all that breed of
jingoists on the Ittahad (Committee for
Union and Progress) were upstarts with-
out any schooling in political history, and
so all the more inclined to the doctrinal
revolutionism and short sighted fanati-
cism of the successful adventurer, and
were much too limited to recognize the
trewendou political import of Pao-Islam- -r

ism. Xaturally once they had conceived ineudous dissipation ..f .strength which
the idea of the "Djihad," they tried tc mus; iu the end lead to grave disappoint- -
niake theoretical use of but ment and failure. All the Turkish at- -
practically, far from extending Turkey's tempts to rouse up lhe population of the
influence to distant Arabian lands, to the Caucasus either fell on unfruitful "round
Sudan and India, they simply let Turkey or went to pieces against the strong Rus--
go to ruin through their Pan-Turki-

illusions and their race fanaticism.
The Young Turks had scarcely come

into power when they Itegan with in-

credible lack of tact to treat the Arabs
in a most supercilious manner, although
as a matter of fact the Arabs far sur-pa.'s- ed

them in intellect and culture. They
inaugurated a luost unmodcin campaign
of shameless blood sucking, cheated them
of their rights, treated them in a bu-

reaucratic manner, and generally acted in
such an unskilful way that they finally
alienated forever the Arab element as they
hi'd already done in tlic ease of the Ar-
menians, the Greeks and the Albanians.

An attempt was made to bring the eth-
nic principle of "Turanism" within the
region of practical polities, but it simply
degenerated into complete race partiality
and was not calculated to further the
ideas of m and the Turko-Arahi- an

alliance which were both of such
importance in the present war. It is this
idea of Turanism that lies at the back of
the efforts being made toward a purely
Turkish Turkey, and that of course makes
it clear at once that it must to a verv large
extent oppose the idea of Pan-Isla- m ism.

It is true that both principles may be
made use of side by side as sources of
propaganda for the idea of expansion
and the policy of a, "Greater Turkey."
Turanisls peep over the crest of the Cau-
casus down into the steppes of the Yolga,
where the Russian Tatars live, and to the
liordcrs of western Siberia and inner
China, where in Russian Turkestan a raca
of people of very close kinship live and
where very probably the Ottoman people
had their cradle.

The ts want the alliance of
these Russian parts as well, but from an-

other point of view, and. above all, they
aim at the expansion of Ottoman rule to
the farthest corners of Africa and south-
west Asia, to the borders of negro terri-
tory, and through Persia, Afghanistan
aud Baluchistan to the foot of the Hima-
layas, while on grounds of practical poli-
tics they strive to abolish the old, seem-
ingly insurmountable antithesis between
Sonnites and Shiitcs within the sanctuary
of Islam.

Instead of uniting all these principles
skilfully for the. realization of a great
end, making sure of the Arab element by
wisely restraining, their selfish- - and ex-

aggeratedly pro-Turki- sh instincts and
their despotic lust for power, and so giv-
ing their programme of expansion south-
ward some prospect of ancecediog, the
Turks gave way right .from the begin-
ning of the war to such a flood of brutal,
narrow minded race fanaticism and desire
to enrich the Turkish element at the cost
of the other inhabitants of the country,
that no one can really be surprised at the
pitiable result of. the efforts to secure a
Greater Turkey.

I should just like to give one small ex-
ample of the fanatical hatred that exists
even in high official circles against the
non-Turki- element in this country of
mixed races. Tbc following anecdote will
give a clear enough idea of the ruling
spirit of fanaticism and greed.

I was house hnnting in Pera once and
could not find anything suitable. I ap-
proached a member of the committee and
he said in solemn earnest:

"Oh, just wait a few waeks. We arc
all hoping that Greece will declare war on
us before long, and then all the Greeks
will be treated as the Armenians hare
been. I can let you have the nicest villa
on the Bosporus.

"But then," he added with gleaming
eyes, "we won't be so stupid as merely to
turn them out. These Greek dogs (kopek
rum) will have the pleasure of seeing us
take everything away from them every-
thing and compelling them to give up
their own property by formal contract."

The idea of "Turanism" is a most inter-
esting one, and as a widespread national-
istic principle lias given much food for
thought to Turkey's ally Germany. Tu-
ranism is the realization, reawakened by

sh efforts at political and terri-
torial expansion, of the original race kin-
ship existing between the Turks and the
many peoples inhabiting the regions north
of the Caucasus, between the Yolga and
the borders of inner China, and particu-
larly in Russian Central Asia.

Ethnographical! this idea was perfectly
justified,, but politically it entails atre--

sian power reigning there. Enver's mar-
vellous conception of an offensive against
Russian Transcaucasia led right at lhe
beginning of the war to terrible bloodshnl
and defeat.

The idea of Turanism lias been taken
up with such enthusiasm by the men of
the Young Turkish Committee and util-
ized with such effect for purposes of prop-
aganda and to form a scientific basis for
their aims aud aspirations,
that a stream of feeling in favor of the
Magyars has set in in Turkey, whieh lias
not failed to demolish to a still greater
extent their already weakened enthusiasm
for their German allies.

And it is not confined to purely intel-
lectual and cultural spheres, but takes
practical form by the Turks declaring, as
they have so often done in their papers in
almost anti-Germ- articles about Turan-
ism, that what they really require in the
way of European technique or European
help they much prefer to accept from
their kinsmen the Hungarians rather than
from the Germans.

To the great annoyance of Germany,
who would like to keep her heavy hand
kid on the ally whom she has so far
guided and for whom she pays, the practi-
cal results of the idea of Turanism are
already noticeable in many branches of
economic and commercial life. The Hun-
garians are closely allied to the Turks not
only by blood but in general outlook, and
form a marked contrast to Germany's cold
and methodical calculation
her way into-- Turkish commercial life.

After the war when Turkey is seeking
for stimulation it will be easy enough t
make use of Hungarian influence to the
detriment of Germany. Turanistie ideas
have even been brought into play to estab-
lish still more firmly the union between
Turkey and her former enemy Bulgaria,
and the people of Turkey are reminded
that the Bulgars are-no-t really Slavs but
Slavic Fine-Tata-rs.

In proportion as the Young Turks bava
brought racial policies to a fine art, so
they have neglected the other, the relig-
ious side. It was, not for nothing that
Enver Pasha, and revolu-
tionary, went so far even in externals as
to arouse the stern disapproval of a wide
circle of his people. With true time
serving adaptability to all modern prog-ra- a

and who will blame hirnt he erem
finally sacrificed the Turkish soldier's hat
lowed traditional headgear, the few. -

This is ia the harmless realm of taahioa,
or at any rate military fashion, exactly
the same spirit as has caused the Turkish
Government to undertake since 191G radi-
cal changes ia the very madi more im- -,

portant field of private and paatie law.'
Special com missions eeasiatug of emi-
nent Turkish- - lawyers have been, formed
to carry through this reform of law sad
justice, and tbey hare bees hard at work .

ever since their formation.
What u characteristic sad' modem

aboat the reform ia that the preponder-
ating role hitherto played by the Sheriat.
Law, founded or the' Koraa aad at any
rate semi-rebgio- is to be drastically
curtailed ia favor of a system of purely
eivil law. This of course leads to a great
curtailment of the activity aad iafueaee
of the kadis and muftis, theaemj-rehgio-

judges, who have mw to yield place to a
more muadaae system. The first inexor-
able consequence of the reform was that
the Sheikh-Hl-Isla- the highest authority '
of Islam in the whole Ottomau Empire,
had to give up a large pari pi his power
and incidentally of hm.iaeame. .

The ehaages made were n far.reachiBg,
and the spirit of the refocm so modern,
that, in spite of the nnshikahln power of
Talaat's truly dictatorial Camjaet which
got it passed, a coueessioa had to he ms da
to the public opinion roused against the
measure. The form was kept as k was.
but the Sbeikh-ul-LJa- Hairi Effcndi,
refused ostensibly to sign the. .decree and
gave in his resignatiou., -

Xot only, however,
successor found for. him (

Effendi), who gave his
began to work hard far the relent'Mtr
and this is most sujsaSess MrwMiNa- -
tiouahi? of the YoasgTuAto.MuJU

Islam who had proclaimed tk "j
ine-xx- oiy nar, gaveupaswpsas uwsk
(To be. cohtintuJm neji Scmt's Scx-jT- ,


