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Austria’s Peace Offer ()pén to Suspi'cio

Count Czernin's Overtures May Be Sincere, but May Also Be a Part of Berlin's Game
as Cessation of Hostilities at Present Moment Would Mean Teuton Victory

By F. CUNLIFFE-OWEN.
VER since the beginning of the pres-
ent war indirect endeavors have

been quietly in progress to detach Austria .
from her burdensome allianee with Ger- -
It has been felt in London and in “;

many.
Paris, 8s well as in Washington, that if
the Dual Empire could be brought to sever
its ties with Berlin and to negotiste for a
separate peace, not only Bulgaria and
Turkey but also the great southern States
of the German Confederation would fol-
Jow suit, leaving Prussia to face the En-
tente alone, and Armageddon would then
be within measurable distance.

Tt is this that lends a certain amount of
importance to the advances made toward
America by Count Ottocar Czernin, the
* Foreign Minister and Chancellor of the
Hapsburg monarchies. His insistence at
Brest-Litovsk that Austria-Hungary is
ready to conclude peace with Russia on
the basis of no annexations and no in-
demnities and his declaration to the effect
that the interests of his country and those
of the United States are “less incompatible
than they seem” and that “an exchange
of views between America and Austria-
Hungary might form a starting point for
s ih diseussion among all the
States which have not yet emtered into
peace negotiations” eannot be regarded
otherwise than as a distinet overture of
pesce. Indeed it has been eonstrued as
such in Germany.

It is fortunate for the people of the
United States that they bave eonfided
the direction of their interests and of their
destinies during the present war to a
.statesman so sagacious, so farsighted and
so little given to impulsiveness as Wood-
row Wilson. The overtures of Count
(‘zernin may be sineere and, on the other
hand, they may be quite the reverse. They
are quite deservedly regarded with suspi-
Clon.

or the stateeraft of the Dual Empire
has ever been unserupulous and its diplo-
macy extremely trieky. Austria-Hungary
has a sorry record of double erossing her
friends and of betraying her allies. Until
the commencement of -the present war she
figured in history as the most unrelisble
of Powers in the matter of foreign rela-
tions. There was no dependence to be
placed upon her good faith or upon her
pledges. But sinee 1914 she has yielded
ber precminenee in this particular to the
Berlin Government.

Possibly the Dual Empire may bave at
length made up her mind to sue for a
separate peace, hoping to secure more
favorable terms than she could otherwise
expect o receive by way of payment for
the abandoument of her allies. That
would be in ke#ping with her past. On
the other hand, it is quite clear that if by
ber overtures to the United States she
could bring aboul & general discussion of
peace, such as is indicated in the speech
of Count Czernin, she would be playing
the game of Berlin, For an ending of
the war at the present juncture would
mean a premature and ineonclusive peace,
_ disastrous to the interests of the Entente
and of incstimable advantage to Ger-
many.

Ever since the Allies first mooted two
vears ago at a conference held in Paris
their project of organizing after the eon-
¢lusion of the war an economic boyeott of
Germany, involving the closing of all
Entente ports to Teuton shipping and
trade, by way of requital for the atrocities
of which she has rendered herself guilty
on both land and sea and also as a pre-
cautionary measure of defenee against her
openly avowed plans of securing the
economic and consequently the political
_supremacy of the world, she has been at
work with her peace propaganda. I de-
geribed in these columns a few Sundays
ago, the manner in which it is direeted
from its headquarters at Lueerne by
Prince Bulow, furmer Chaneellor of the
Empire and far and away the shrewdest
and most Machiavellinn statesman in the
gerviee of the Kaiser.

He has behind him the entire big busi-
ness interests of Germany, which dread
above crerything else the threatened boy-
cott and which realize thal the longer the
war continues the more onerous will be
the conditions of peace imposed by the
victorious Fntente and the mbre deter-
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mined will the latter be to put Teuton

trade and shipping outside the pale of

international intereourse. That is why
2 3 |

not only hamper the Govern-

Peace at the present moment would be
to us peace without victory and there-

proclaimed by President Wilson and by
the Premiers and Foreign Ministers of
the other Fotente Powers, namely, the
destruetion .of Hohenzollern militarism
and the emancipation of the civilized
world for.all time from the blight of its
ambitious terrorism and from its menace
to the eause of peace. A peace al the
present moment would be regarded in the
light of a drawe game and would leave
QGermany froe to put into execution at
once her projects of supremacy on land
and at sea, in the economic as well as in
the political field, projects of which she
makes no concealment.

Peace at this juneture would mean
that some years bence we should have to
fight this war all over again under even
less favorable cirenmstanees, since Cer-
many could be relied upon to remedy the
mistakes which she has made in connee-
tion with the conflit now in progress.
Her newspapers already avow ber inten-
tion of setting her seientists and chemists
at work to invent new explosives, poison
gases and death dealing agencies, more
destructive and more horrible even than
those which she has been employing dur-
ing the last three years. Finally an in-
conclusive peace, would enable the Kaiser
to prepare for putting into execution the
threat which he made to Ambassador
(Gerard at Berlin when he swore to get
even with the United States.

Count Czernin’s overtures (o the United
States contained in his recent speech will
quite naturally have the effect of strength-
ening the hands of the pacifist adversaries
of the Government in each of the coun-
tries of the Entente and will eneourage
them lo increase whatever pressure they
can bring to bear upon the Administra-
tions with a view o a cessation of the war.
It is quite possible, and even probable,
that this is the primary objeet of Count
Cserin's nutterances. In fact, their
somcwhat indeflnite tenor would lead to
this conclusion.

Count Czernin also realizes—and so
does the Berlin Government—that if once
negotiations for peace om the lines indi-
cated in his speech are inavguraled, a
suspension of hostilities will ensue. It
would he to the inferest of the Central
Powers to prolong this armistice as much
as possible by means of those maneuvres
of procrastination so dear to diplomacy.
Were the fighting to be suspended for
severul weeks, perbaps for a few months,
it is doubtful whether it eould be re-
sumed; at any rate, not under the present
conditions, which are distinetly favorable
to the Allies.

All of these things point to the belief
that Couns Czernin’s overtures of peace
to the United States, and through the
United States to the remainder of the
Allies, bave the full approval of the Ber-
lin Government in spite of the extraor-
dinsry divergenee of the views which
he has expressed and those of the German
Chaneellor, Count Hertling. That Czer-
nin's conciliatory attitude should be de-
nounced by a number of Teuton newspa-
pers as a betrayal of Germany means lit-
tle or nothing. For in all likelihood they
have acted in the matter under the diree-
tion of the Imperial Press Bureau at Ber-
lin in order to eliminate any idea of col-
Insion between the two Chancellors. In
faet this abuse of Count ('zernin may be
rezarded ag a mere bit of camouflage.

In considering the contradictory speech-
es of Count Hertling and Count Czernin
it is necessary also to bear in inind the
domestie political eonditions of the two
allied empires. Indeed every politieal ut-
terance by European statesmen who are
at the helm in their res
must be w
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internal diffienlties with which they have
to contend. Thus, not all the arguments
recently employed by Premier Lioyd
George to win over British Jabor o a
continuance of the war umtil final and
. eonelusive victory were intended for for-
‘eign econsumption and it was a mistake
to treat them in the light of manifestoes
to other nations of the foreign policies
of the British Empire.

In Germany there are still two rival
parties, pamely the Militarist party,
whieh is bent upon a continuation of the
war to final German vietory and mastery
of the world, that is to say, which is eom-

caste, still retains’ through its eontrol
the army the power to overthrow the
Government and o run thiags to
itself at Berlin. Count Czernins

overtures of peace to the United States
ndto}lndhr?mdihﬂntute.

downward, are beut upom peace without
delay, upon a universal pesce if prae-
ticable, or, if that is impossible, then a
separate peace for the Hapsburg mon-
archies,

Unless peace comes quickly the revolu-
tion which has been seething for some
time past will boil over, and if ever the
masses get out of hand in Austria-Hun-
gary we may have a repetition there of the
conditions of utterly indeseribable ehaos,
anarchy and general eonfusion and de-
stroetion which have prevailed for the last
twelve months in Russia. It is only by
immediate pesce that the overthrow of the
Hapsburg dynasty can be averied and
that any semblance of government with
law and order ean be mmintained. It is
necessary fa bear this in mind in eonsid-
ering the utterances of Count Czernin.

of the ablest of Russian statesmen, is

umlu!to.lm‘emnhdmaﬂyﬂ-

“They aceuse me of being anxious for
vew conquests. How can you beiieve I
dream anything of the kind with the bad
luck that bas followed me all my life? I
have been beaten by the French, besten

by the Prussians, beaten even by the Ital-

ians—for the battle of Custozza was
really lost and if the Italians retired it
was 85 the result of telegraphie order from
Paris. T gave up war long ago. I have
no loek.” .
This was several years before the com-
meneement of the present war, into which
he and his country were forced and

It is because the Hapsburg monarchy
and the people subject to its rule have
always been regarded abroad as reluctant
and unwilling aceomplices of Germany in
the precipitation of the preseni war, long
planned in advance .at Berlin, that they

elave from the very outset of ibe conflict
heen considered as the weakest link in the

chain of Central Powers that extends from -

Berlin via Vienna and Sofia to Constan-
tinople. It was known that the Hoben-
zollerus and the Piussians have ever been
liated in Austria-Hungary, the animosity
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War in the days of Maria Theress and
of Frederick the Great. The last four
years have served still further to develop
and foster this hate.
and officials have usurped authority im
the Dual Empire with an amount of taet-
lessness sui genmeris. It has been galling
in the extreme to the Government and to
the people of Austris-Hungary and the
voke of Berlin upon Vienna has beeope
intolerable. -
In the event of the defeat of the Ea-
its

history. It is equally well established that
the present ruler of the Dual Empire and
his Bourbon econsort are auxious for
They, an well as other
of the reigning family and
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