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Trotzky Was 2 Starving Idealist While Here

Bolshevik Leader Left Impress on Thou-
sands on the East Side by Speeches and
Writings«—How HlS Worth Is Estimated

By JOHN WALKER mnmcm.
ROTZEY'S career in New York as a
starving idealist takes on a new
meaning in the fierce light that beats
about the empty, golden throme of the
Romanoffs.

He left an indelible impress upon the
minds and hearts of thousands of fol-
lowers in this city who are now openly
avowing their beliefs in his teschings.
Altbough his disciples have no hard and
fast organization of their own, they are
bound to him in spirit. DBolshevikism,
outside of Russia, is, like Boston, a state
of mind.

In the realm of Muscovy the Bolshe-
wiki, it will be reealled, are the members
of the extreme or left wing of the Rus-
sian Socialists. When their party was in-
significant they arrogated to themselves
their present designation, which means
“majority.” The wish being the father of
their destiny, they found the title fitted
well when they eame into control, for now
they are Bolsheriki o: Maximalists in
fact as well as in name.

A Prophet With Homor Now.

Troteky, now s propbet with honor in
his own eountry, was busy sowing Lhe
seeds of Bolshevikism, which came to such
abundant fruition in Russia, while he was
living here as a shabby aud poverty
stricken seer of his ereed of internation-
alism. The mutterings of discontent and
resentment against the war which are
now being heard in the Central Empires
are the justification his followers point
to for those radical tenets which be zeal-
ously sought to ineuleate during his brief
stay in the United States.

When he existed in this city, for he
lived too miserably to be said 1o have done
more than that, Trotzky was among the
minority of his comrades of the Red. He
had been driven out of Russia, France,
England, Germany, Switzerland and
Spain, and he finally landed in New
York, to which port he had come by way
of Cuba.

Trotzky obtained employmen! as an
editorial writer on a radical Russian So-
cialist , the Nory Mir (The New
World), fm which he received $15 a
week. His home was a four room flat in
Vyse avenue, The Broax, where he housed
and scantily fed his wife and two children.
His furniture, valued at $200, was bought
on the instalment plan and was ouly half{
paid for last March when the suecess
of the Russian revolution emboldened him
o start back for his native land.

Sent Home by Subscription.

With puoctilions care be turned over
his seanty honsehold furnishings to a poet
with instructions eitber to pay for them
or to give them back to Lhe dealer from
which they had been bought. Ie and
his family were enabled to deparl from
these shores through the fact that a sub
seription was raised among Russian rev-
olutionists to pay their passage. As soon
as Trotzky reestablished himself in the
Russia from which he had been so long
an exile be sent to his fricnds in this city
remitlances which paid bis obligations in
full.

Meectings of the Russian-American radi
cals were beld last Sunday in Beethoven
Hall, in Fifth street, where as far as
conld be seen by the voles of the living
voices uncontrolled by parliamentary
usage the Soviet of the Bolsheviki was ac-
cepted as the rule of belief and action by
those present. The Menshiviki, or the
minority element, beld indignation meet-
ings on the floor below the main bhall,
where (he majority was in session.

The Bolsheviki of New York, bowever,
although lacking coherent organization,
are manifesting more and more inferes|
openly in the affairs of Russia.

To get in toneh with the Bolshevik
spirit in New York fostered by Trutzky
one should know the East Side well. His
followers are found most in the Second
avenue cales, where Russiau caravan lea
is served piping bot in tall glasses, There
the sir is thick with cigarette smoke and
surcharged with the vapors of radicalism.

In such phm as these Loeb Bronstein,
the Russian Jew whose pen name of Leon
Trotzky is trumped by fame, was accus-
tomed to talk with his little group of
followers.

He spoke only a little English, although
he had the Russian gift for languages
whicl enabled him to talk well in Freneh
and German and other (‘ontinental
tongues besides his own. Ife was familiar
with the whole range of Socialist litera-
ture and had a thorough Ehowledge of
political economy.

LEON TROTZKY. BOLSHEVIK
MINISTER OF PFOREIGN AFFAIRS

H:s followers were among the pale and
generally dishevelled intelleetuals of the
Esst Side, who could appreciale an ideal-
ism which considered cresture ecomforts
as nothing. Ususlly unshaven, with a
wisp of seraggy beard on the tip of his
chin and a discoursged looking mustache
to balance it, there was little about the
Trotzky of those days to suggest the alert,
well groomed statesman we now see in the
published photographs,

Typical of the Trotzky following then
and now is Alexander Menshoy, editor of
the Nory Mir, who was often seen al Lhe
right hand of the nnkempt seer. Men-
shoy was originally a teacher in lis
native Russia und bLe speaks® with that
pedagogical precision which goes with
bis former profession. His Fnglish is
pure and faultless, although spoken with
the deliberation of seanty usc.

Menshoy is as eareful in his dress as
Trotzky was careless. He looks at the
world quizzically ont of round speetacles
with eyes which reveal the supercritieal
mind of the Socialist thinker.

Then there is long haired Sholom Asch,
the playwright, upon whom Trotzky eon-
ferred the instalmenat burden, who speaks
iu epigrams and gives to radical teae hings
many a clever and eaustic phrase. With
Trotzky there often sat the long bearded
fathers of Russian Israel who had come
to question him about his political doe-
trives. Sometimes there came (o him
students from the universities of the
upper cily who bad thumbed over his
pawmphlets and were studving lus inter-
pretutions of the Marxzian eulf,

Some of His Friends.

Among these were Leon Sumsuu, pres-
went of the Colleginte League tor Peace,
under whose auspices u muss mecling was
held which was described as the organi-
ration of an American brauch of the Bol-
sheviki. The assemblage, which consisted
of aboyt 2,000 workmen and students,
adopted a resolution duly cabled to Mio-
ister Trotzky. The resolution concluded
with the sentiment :

“We s nd greetings and congruiulations
tor the wonderful work yon sre doing for
the new industrial movement and pledge
bearty approval of your aims and pledze
ourselves to the spread of the spirit of the
Bolsheviki in Amenica.”

It was signed “Yours for the interny
tional revolution.”

Bolshevikism, as interpreled by Mew-
sitoy and other Trotzky adlerents and g

; SR g
. sl
s €
- =
-, =S
A0 b e
s =
» {" .s.l
- :- A
"ae . e
i gy
xr )
.‘.‘i
ol
4 § 3
: i
- %
. "2
=
i
3
: &
¥
—— RS e
e : _‘._“ . £

THE HOUSE AT 1491 VYSE AVE,,
THE BRONX, WHERE TROTZKY
MADE HiS HOME IN THIS CITY.
understond by groups that foregather at
the Rand School, is the expression of sceh
an understanding among peoples of vari-
ous nationalities that they will not fight
at the behest of autocracy. This is the
doctrine whirh is beinz advanced in Rus
sia and bears the name of the radical wing
of the Russian Soeialists who are trving
to make it a guide in the darkness and the
storm which hesets their country.

The bope of the Bolsheviki of Russia
and of the theories of Trotzky are
founded upon the possibility that the in-
dustrial clusses of Germany and Austria
will rise against Junkerdom, overthrow
the Hohenzollerns and the Hapshurgs
and conclude a satisfactory peaee not only
with Russia but with the Allies. This is
the view of the vexed problems of Europe
which is tuken by the Bolsheviki in
Russia and by many thonsunds of the fol-
lowers of Trotzky on the east wide of
this ety.

Meoderate Socialists Oppesed.

To many of the beliels which are ex-
pounded by Trolzky in his pamphlets and
summed up in his recent book, “The Bol-
sheviki and World Peaer,” moderate So-
cialists of the Morris ILillgnit type take
exception.  Trotzky carries the theories
of Marx and Lassalle {o the limit. He is
a zealol who makes no compromises. Al-
though be is nominally at the head of the
Bolsheviki, his friends here believe thaf
there are many high banded things done
by the organization which be wonld stop
it he eonld.

The attitude of the Bolsheviki toward
the new Republic of Finlund refleets the
tenets of Trotzky and the exiremists of
his type i1 a marked degree. The Finns
were deprived of all weapons ten years
ago by mnperial ukase. The Bolsheviki,
believing that a faction of the old regime
of the Czar 15 in control in Finland,
feel themselves justiied in committing
aets which are regarded as oppressive by
many of the Finns,

Dr. Henry Moskownz, m an article
prauted in a recent pumber of the Gutlool,
refers to the internationalism ol Trotzky
as based on the socialistic theory that the
greal war represents the collapse cansed
by the seli=h rivalry of States for the
markets of the world. Trotzky taught in
season and out of season when he was in
this eity thal the internationalism or the
brotherbood of man which would make
war impossible could ouly be ublained by
a revolt of the masses,

The followers of Troizky n this ety
explain the fael that their apostle was
oiten mistaken for a pro-German propa
gandisl by pointing to his beliel that the
soldiers ol the Kaiser could be induced to
revolt by conversion Lo the eresd of that
infernationalism  which is now cloaked

ander  it4 Russian  title,  Bolshevikism,

Although he was often in conferenee in
New York with Boeialists of the German
group it was with the idea of bringing
them in mecord with his broud views of
universal brotherhood.

The Bolshevik brand of international-
ism reflects everywhere the intolerant and
qum(lc nature of Trotzky himsell. IL
ignores all matters of racial prejudice
and historical backgrounds. Trotzky, the
cosmopolite, made to wander all over the
world snd sesking sheiter only for a time
in New York, never took into account that
even {be (German Secialists of the ad-
vaneed tvpe were {horvughly under the
control of Potsdam.

How German Socialists Failed.

In his book be writes with (ecling of the
collapse of “The Second Internationnl”
as he describes the effort which was mude
by the German and the French Seeialista
to prevent the war when the dark clouds
were gathering in the international sky.
The German Socinlists, however, did not
then offer to lay down their lives rather
than flizht, but with customary Teutonic
diseipline marched to the front in ther
new unitorms of smoky gray.

Dr. Moskowitz recalls & remark which
he heard Prof. Gustavy Schmoller of Ber-
lin University make fourteen years azo to
the effeet that & German Chaneellor had
told him that the existenve of the Socal
Democratie party was fortunate for the
monarchical state because it provided a
disciplined proletarist.  These same dis-
ciplined Sovialists who took up arms
aeainst their brother Socuhsts of otber
lands are the ones whom Trotzky the
dreamer expested to belp Russia end the
world war.

Fven those wlo knew Trotzky well in
this country admit thut he liad a narrow-
ness of view which did not permit him to
sense the genius of American institulions,
In bis blind hatred of the capitalistic
class he failed to realize that Amerieans
of all socisl strata were doing the best
they eould to uphold the ideals of
democraey.

Trai d asa Cr d

He was a tramed pamplileteer and era-
sader rather than a journalist, despite
the fact that he had had an experience of
twenty vears with varions publications
abroad. He did not make any great ef-
fort 1o learn English while he was here,
and he spoke with disdain of American
newspaper men who met him in his favo-
rite haunts heeause they could not dis-
cuss intricate questions of political ecou-
omy with him in Gierman or French.

He did bhave at bis command enongh
English to understand what any American
might have lo say on the subject of in-
ternationalisin.  One of the intimates ol
Trotzky recalls vividly sitting with him
on the platform of Cooper Union at a
mass meeling winle Engene V. Debs was
addressing a typical Fast Side assem-
blage.

The word “internatwonalism™ came from
the lips of the speaker. Instantly the
mobile face of Trotzky was aglow. He
leaned forward in his chair and lis lipa
moved slowly as in a stage whisper he
laborous!y translated into Russian what
the orator was saving. Later he made an
address on (he subjeel in Russian, quoling
with astonishing accuracy the views of
Debs and adding his own arguments.

Knewn for Hate of the Rich.

Some of those who knew Trotzky winle
e was in New York are wondering low
many of tle high handed acts of the Bol-
sheviki are due to the theories of their
brilliant, althouzh often intolerant, leader.
Fven among Sociahsts he was known for
his extreme prejudives against his fellow
men who might have any of this world's
gooids,

In justwe to Trotzky and his ideals,
however, even Socialists who are not thor-
ourhly in sympathy with all Lis views
maintain that he should not be confused
with anarchistic agitators in Russia wlo
have the hardibood to demand of an
American Ambassador that be give surety
under pain of personal injury tfor the
safely of Alexander Berkman of the
black flag.

The appointment in this city of a Con-
sul-General of the Bolsheviki and the
offorts of that Government of the Red
Wing to have itself tormally recogmized
will raise many inleresting guestions in
the United States. Whatever may hotide
along these hnes, those of this city who
are Bolsheviki in spirt and maosy who
are not will walch eagerly tur the devel-
opmenls which may come lo Rus<in [nan
the influence of a man who labos-d here
on the East Side and dwell oniv a few
months ago in a tenemen! of The Bronx




