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Gen. Johnson Dec‘lares
National Army Is

Agent of Peace

Camps the Melﬁng Pots
Where Patriotism

Is the Product

By BRIG.-GEN. EVAN M. JOHNSON.
Commanding Metropelitan Division at
Camp Upton.

NE of the problems which have
confronted this country is the
amalgamation of the mass of foreign-

ers who, from year to year, have come
here as immigrants, The question
has been discussed, written abopt,
and attempts have been made to se-
cure legislative aetion with the view
to restriction. It has been a guestion
as to how to Americanize, not only the
mass of foreigners of different na-
tionalities, but in many cases their
sons brought up under #h environ
ment which is wholly foreign.

To those who witnessed the parade
of the 308th Regiment of Infuntry,
National Army, in New York on Feb.
4 last there appeared a possible solu-
tion of the problem. As rank after
rank of neat, clean, intelligent men of
less than five and sometimes only two
months serviee passed by, one thing
must have impressed itself upon the
minds of the observers: that was the
absolute uniformity, not only of ap-
peargnee but almost of expression.

A Real Melting Pot.

There was a sameness in all faces—
keen, steady, reserved—and a uni-
formity throughout. Only the close
observer was dble to detect that differ-
ence which indicated that in this reg-
iment were to be found members of
the approximately fifteen nationali-

their officers, this attitude necessarily *

. being dependent oh the trestment they
received; next. the knowledge which
the ednuted officer has that there is a
partnership in which both officers and
men participate and that there must
be mutual undermndmg and sym-
pathy if there is to be success.

So mueh for the business end. The
other is the provision for recreation,
for the old saying that ‘‘all work and
no play makes Jack a dull bey’’ holds
in the army, as in any other sphere.
This reereation has been made possi-

. ble by the activities of the social wel-
fare workers, who have ereeted build-
ings as clubs and recreation rooms for
the men, thus affording places to
which they can resort in their spare
hours instead of wandering afar-to
places of ill repute. This, it will be
understood, resulted in contentment
and morality.

These were the means for the work-
ing of the fusion,

School of Americanism.

As thus conducted, the army be-
comes a school, an American school,
the men realizing from the first they
are semug a common eountry, which
has for its symbol a commnn ﬂag.
thus patriotism is developed and they -’
become Americans. This is the greats™ -
est gain, but there are others whick
are of utmost importance to the na-
tion. '
The higher the _average of intelli-

ties and fifty religious ereeds which
are at Camp Upton.

In other words, at last a melting
pot hus been discovered wherein can
be fused the diverse elements which
form our body palitic, and from this
fusion be evolved that unit which we
call the American people.

What, then, are the methods by
which this fusion ean be acecom-
plished 1

These men of all races came to Camp Upton in
obedience to law—in many cases aliens in thought,
religion aud custom—with an attitude antagonistic
to our_social and political customs. They obeyed
the draft law, as they do many other la'n. not will-
ingly, but through fear of the result which dis-
obedience brings. The unwillingness and resent-
fulness were not openly expressed, but latent.

The life, of course, was ncw; and often through

actual knowledge, often through inherited instinets
and tradition, the men were opposed to the military
idea as exemplified in Continental Europe. This
mental attitude and the racial antagonisms it was
necessary to overcome before any harmonious and
gnceessful result could be obtained.

The instruments or teachers by means of which
the fusion was to be brought about were, first, the
officers, and, second, that body of men belonging to
various civie associations who, generally, we may
call social welfare workers.

In the army, as it is composed to-day, for the
first time in the history of our country there has

been a ulreful aclt‘ctmn of the officer chu . Popii-
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larity and political pull have cut no figure what-
ever. The appointments have been made on merit
from, first, the Regular Army, and, second, the
graduates of the training camps after elimination
of the unfit,

Oficers of Highest Quality.

The result has been the commissioning of the
highest grade officer personnel that this eountry
has cver scen; men who have received careful in-
struction in the basie prineiples of their profession,
ineluding not only drill, but discipline, adminisfra-
tion and care of troops. It is this body of men
that was charged primarily with the reception and
instruction of the raw material as it was received
at the several National Army encampments
throughout the country.

These officers were guided by two considerations:
one, the knowledge that their professional future
and retention in service depended upon the success
they made in training their organizations, and that
thecﬁumyofthummmgwouldbemnut

um the mult dl'tle mimaegu.e“ towazd -
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velopment of their men.
They “find associated with them in the ranks
cducated men, men who have been to what

so respect for law becomes instinetive.
Thmumducnmﬁnnonmntofm
for the company commander knows hut little of the
origin of his men and there is ne favoritism; only
merit is recognized, and a poor man with ability
finds that he has the same oppertunities for ad-
vancement as the rich man, and that it is ability
and fnmotehamtuulyﬂﬂﬁm;.
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