MY UNCLE BENJAMIN—By Claude
Tillier. Translated by Adele Szold
Seltzer. (Boni & Liveright.) $1.60.

A voung and enterprising  publishing
firm, whieh has been responsible for sev-
eral interesting literary movelties lately,
has siven us another, and the hest vet.
My uele Bewamin 18 a thoraighly de-
lighttul bouk of exeeptional hiterary value.

Ciaade Tillier, a radical pamplileteer and
wore or less of 4 soldier of fortune, died 1
1854, leaving a mass of politieal polemies
and two novels, of which this is the firsi.
He lived in the provinees most of his life
and was the editor of a small provineial
paper when he died.

Paris, se provincial itself in its metro-
politan arrogance, knew him not. And
sneh French writers as Paris did not know
and aeclaim never reached the rest of the
world. But recently Paris discovered Til-
lier’s hterary ability and made him fash-
jonable. Uncle  Benjamin is now pro-
elatnd & clussie.  This 1s his first how to
an Fuglish reuding poblie. ' We believe
wuny Americans will not hesitate to ac-
vepl the French judgment of the hook’s
erit.

A New Vicar of Wakefield.

In the exeellent and sympathetic Fng-
lish rendering Tilher reminds one pleas-
mgly of Oliver Goldsmith. The keen wit,
the delicions  lingering  over detail, the
drvastic frunkness ol an earlier epoch and
the deep human sympathy  beneath the
ratllery all call 1o mind the enduring
vharm ol The Viear wf Walepeld and the
resewblunce 15 not based merely on the
translator’s wise choee of period Englizh,
and her wmnsterly hundhing of .

Fuele Benjamin hinsell, a provineial
surgeon ol 25 or thervabout s, 15 the most
delightiul - good-tor nothing, brave and
hone=t rogae who has appeared this nuny
u day. He s the Beloved Vagabond with
a tourh of Omar Khayyam, and a lot more
that 1= jusi Benjamin Rathery und no one
elze.  He drinks his way through life, is

Prisoners in Germany.

THE PRISONER OF WAR IN GER-
MANY—By Daniel J. McCarthy, M.D.
(Moffat, Yard & Co.) $2.

Among the special problems of the
present war is that of prisoners tuken n
batile.
nuusses of men been engaged, just so, but

Just as never hefore have such

in u grester propoertion, huve there never
bésn =0 many prisoners laken. It bas
been a feature of 1his war that peser be-
fore have so many prisoners heen taken in
relation to total losses. As a result the
ingennity of the nations has been severely
tuxed 1o care for these bosts of eaptives.

A <tudy of the hundling of prisoners
Ly one of the major belligerents was well
worth while, and &5 GGermany 15 now our
enemy lier methods with prisoners are of
special importance in the American view.
It 4 book was to be writlen on the sub-
jeet it could not have been better done
:han it has heen by Dr. McCarthy. He
has seen much, has observed carefully and
Tearlesly, does not mince words and yet
is cminently fair and just. The ecalm,
«quiet, simple style of his nurralive, warm
with human feeling yet always realizing
that what is wanted from him ix the trath,
pot his opinions, inspires confidence.

An Unprejudiced Report.

Nir. MeCarthy, who is professor of med-
jeal jurisprudence in the University of
Pennsvlvania, was made official represent-
ative of the American Embassy in Ger-
many in the inspection of the camps for
'ar'lnris‘onvni throughout that country.
He did his work thoroughly and his nar-
rative i< complete and enlightening. When
be is obliged to include reports from a
camp he did not visit himself he is most
careful in choosing that report. And he
uid not aeeept wild tales but veritied or
disproved every statement in the most
particalar fashion.

He tells in his volume of the parent
eamps for imprisoned soldiers, the “work-
ing cumps,” where prisoners are put to
work in various ways; then writes of the
internment camps for civilians and the
special eamps for enemy officers.  All the
(ierman camps are specitied by name with
individual reports, except where several
are sufficiently alike to be classified
together.

Dr. MeCarthy found widely différing
ecuditions, Some (jerman eamps were
mwodels of modern scientifie construetion

THE SUN,

A l)elightful- Vagabond

alway = i debt, would rather lose 4 tev of
several hundred franes than the nglt to
tell & good story, is fur wore anxions
about cases that don’t pay than these
whieh do.

He 1= willing 1o mwrry an heivess for her
money  hecause he genninely likes her
father, but when he discovers that the
girl loves some one else he releases her ut
He is a genius at wheedling food
and drink out of any and every one but
pays lor it generously Trow the stores ot
his rich wit.

And Destiny acts most reprehiensilily in
the end. For to this rank ne'er-do-well,
who frankly states that. in his mind, the
ant ix the most foolish of animuals, is left
a fine house and a fortune of 10,000 {runes
4 year. His ereator promises to tell us
what e did jwith it in a later volume.
We hope that this volume also will be
made Hl‘ﬂ'&iil*@ to English readers.

Uncle Benjamin's Wit.

No one can introduce T'nele Benjawmin
hetter than he ean himself. Here are a
tew sumples of many bits of philosophy
with which he was eontipually regaling his
friends. Whisper it softly. he always
talked best when slightly drunk.

Reason s nothing. It 15 =imyly the
power of feeling present evils and remem-
lwring past ones The prvilkkze of re-
nouncing one’s reason--that is something.

The human eoul abhors a vavuum. Study
the most hardened cguist carefully  and
You will find an affrction tncked nway
in a folld of his soul, ke o little fHower

LT

amid the stones.

The man without a philosophy amid the
miseries here below = llle a4 mesn goinz
bureheaded in the rain.

Fating and «Jdrinking are two leings that
re<emble eacl other, But deekans s as
much abuve eating as the eagl that lights
on ithe mountain top is above the crow that
perches on the trea top,  Bating 145 a neers.
ity of the stomach, drinking 1= a4 nevcessily
of the moul LEating ia only a common
workmun, dricking is an artict,

The illustrations by Emb Preetorins are
u part of the charm of the book.

tunilies for recreation; the trenches are
liliss beside others. The author is quick to
recognize the difficulties presented by the
immensity of the problem of providing
quArters for so many prisoners, and ulso
to recognize the importapce of the per-
sonal equation in the power of the camp
commandant. BSo important is this mat-
ter that Dr. MeCarthy does not hesitute
to classify as “model” ecamps places where
the buildings are not as new, as good or
as convenient as some of those elsewhers,
but where a humnne and comprehending
commandant has succeeded in making life
more tolerable for the prisoners.

The Human Factor.

Human details stand out. It was
mainly the Bntish prisoner in whom Dr.
McCarthy was officially interested, for it
wns owing o a request from Great Brit-
ain that the American Embassy in Berlin
charged itself with the duty of looking
after the prisopers. The French and Rus-
sian prisoners were under the care of the
Spanish Embassy. Personsl (raits of the
British prisoner are revesled amusingly

Dr. MeCarthy states that it was the
German hatred of the British that led the
wilitary authorities to refuse o segregate
the prisoners by natiopality. In other
vords, they knew it was the Englishman
who would most objeet to being dumped
in with all other races, even if they were
his “beloved allies.” And so it proved,
tor that one maiter was the constant eause
of complaint of the British prisoner.
None of the others seemed to mind it.

Officers, for whom every possible con-
venienre that could be managed was ar-
ranged, were always Lrying to escape,
wherens the private soldier, with far more
herdehip to bear, was as a rule fairly con-
tented and did not take any rash chances
al escape except in isolated instanees

Happiest When at Work.

Problems connected with the enforced
labor of war prisoners fill several chap-
ters of the boek. Dr. MeCarthy says that
the priconers of any nationality were hap-
piest at farm work, particularly when
working for peasanis or small farmers.
‘I'here they were quartered with the fam-
ilies of their emplovers and soon became
one of the family. Poverty and toil care
little for differences in nationality.
Human sympathy is what counts.

An amusing nete in the account of the
civilian eamp at Ruhleben is that the
hardest thing for all concerned seems to
be the fact that rich and poor are jum-
bled in fogether and embarrass each
cther mutually—exeept the few negroes
wha, if they _hsn enough to eal and a
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Novelists Arraigned
ON CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE

—By Stuart P. Sherman. (Heary

Holt & Co.) $1.50.

Rarer than good fiction is good eriticism
of fietion. It is so seldom that reviews ean
even try to mould themselves into mueh
more than eursory if gracions notices. It
is only vour college professors, ilg would
seem, who find the time and space for ex-
tended, well digested comment on litera-
ture that is still in the making.

But if Stuart Sherman proclaims him-
self a college don and the head of an Eng-
lish departent in & mid-Western univer-
sity, his academie professions end on the
title page and go no further into the vol-
ume. For the rest it is a very wideawake,
keen and incisive series of studies of those
authors who are vel wriling or have just
laid down their pens. It is, above all else,
readable for its own sake, and not too edu-
eational 1o lose the vigor of several eom-

bative opinions.

The Professor and Mr. Dreiser.

Indeed to many of the opinions the large
reader will want to bring immediate exeep-
tions; the thoughtful one, on the other
hand, will appreciate how sharp are his
judgments, how immaculaie hiz deserip-
tions and interpretations. Take, for in-
stance, the things he says ¢f Theodore
Dreiser: they are purposely blunt, almost
burlesque, and include several sentenees of
very personal and seemingly unneeessary
reference. But those who respeet the am-
bitions efforts of Mr. Dreiser the most
maust be the first to admit that, put to the
test of an inevitable comparison, he de-
serves quite all that Prof. Sherman, in or
out of the classrvom, has to say of him.

Mr. Sherman may be thought to be a
hittle too given to smonth headings that do
not always stand the test of what eomes
under them. Nor is he always fair, some
will think, to fellow erities whom bhe
quotes frequently. He declines their su-
perficiality of pronouncement, and set in
his very first essay-—which is rarely more
than 1 biographie review of Mark Twain's
picturesqueness—he  employs romantie
colors in order to paint him as a demo-
erat of a Lineolnian sort. Because of
Meredith's foreign education and-one or
iwo passages in his work that author is,
we are told, not to be eelebrated as a
writer of artistic English, bt for his sub-
Ject matter.

Arncld Bennett Forgiven.

It shows good breadth and generosity
in the entic to find so large a share of
praise for Mr. Arnold Bemneit; he can
fu'ivelr._Bmuﬂ,M,tuh\'iyg
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where the same fault in Mr. Dreiser can-
not go unheeded. The “saturation™ which
he says is the feature of the Bennett
novels finds a ready appreciator in Mr.
Sherman, who s, when all is said, a very
excellent example of the American mind
at its sharpest developinent. But it is
somewhat difficult to understand just why
he should hold in so little favor H. G.
Wells, whose influence upon our younger
generation be admits to be so remarkably
exhilarating.

With George Moore the eritic plays a
pretty fair game of give and take; be
might perhaps have been a little kinder
in respect of Moore's eonnection with the
Irish movement—especially when be ad-
mits the virtues of “The Brook Kerith"—
but he gives this author, whom he labels
an “msthelic naturalist,” all the benefits
of what is doubtful in bis compositiop.
Anatole France, John Synge and Shake-
speare are other subjeets.

Prol. Sherman’s book is made up of
extraordinary imsights. They ecome im
flashes, however, and with an irregularity
whieh, if it gives them piquaney, endows
them with ineonsiderableness. As final
Jjudgments, doubtless, he would not pre-
tend that they should stand; but as per-
sonal opinions, brilliantly expressed, they
afford surprisingly good reading.

AGAINST THE BOCHE
IN THREE UNIFORMS

OVER THERE
AND BACK

In Thres Uniforms, being the ex-
periences of an Amervican boy
in the Canadian,British and Amer-
ican . Armies at the frent and
through No Man's Land.

By LIEUT. JOSEPH S. SMITH
Author of " Trench Werfare.”

The book of the Real Fromi. Nov ex-
aggerations, no fairy tales, and no made-up
horree. Truth, straight from the shoulder,
first. last and all the time.
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