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Winter Congestion of
Freight Proves Ne-
cessity Even to Lay
Mind,and Engineers
Approve

By T. ALBEUS ADAMS.

the New Jersey Hudson River
Bridge and Tuanel Commission.

ONG lines of trucks, chumping,

<+ f{retful horses, shouling and impa-
tient  drivers—coafusion at ils worst!
Any one seeing West sireet on an ordinary
businens day this winter would have been
Aureibly impressed by the utter impolence
of the Hudson River ferries and burges in
avcommodating the vast commercial traf-
tie thut lows both wuys between Manhat-
tan and New Jersey.

The lines of waiting trucks af the ferry
entrunces and at the railroad piers tell the
story of unprecedented trafllic congestion
and point o the imperative and immedi-
ate need of some other means of compni-
nicalion hetween the island and the main-
land. The weather conditions of the pres-
ent winler, and particularly those which
exixied lust month, accentuated this need.
whirh has been so long apparent.

A Natiomal Question.

The matter of Facilitating the move-
ment of freight across the Hudson Hiver
indeed has become a question of national
importance, affecting us it does the dex-
pateh of ships with supplies for the forves
of the United States and our allies in
Franee. 1t is the old story of the horse-
shoe nail, the loss of which was attended
with disastrous consequences. A delay in
the shipment of supplies ahroad might so
handicap our armies that a battle would
be lost, und it ix conceivable that the loss

" of a hattle might turn the tidgot the war.
The isolution of New York when the fuel
ensis arose alio ealled sharply tor reme-
dial action.

Is it any wonder then that the pro
posal to procesd al the enrlient possible
daie with the construction of vehicnlar
tunncls under the Hudson River® vhould
strike a popular chord and inspire a de-
wire for immediale eooperation on the part
of the Lezislatures of New York and New
Jersey in enueting such mensures as will
insure the consummution of thix project
before the conditions that now exisl be-
come unendurahle or involve the nation in
disaster?

Would Save Gready.

As an economie proposition aloue the
plan  appeals strougly. DBy no other
means, excepl throngh the erection ol a
bridge at enormous cost. could the con-
gestion and delay of traffic between the
railroad terminals on the Jersey side and
the eity of New York he relieved. There
is no gquestion bul that these conditions
are due entirely o the antitjuated and in-
adequate methods of handling Freight that
now prevail.

Constder the number of men employed
as truck drivers whose time and energy
15 wasted by the delavs occasioned at the
congested ferries and freight warchouses.
Truckmen of New York are now forced
to charge more than double the usual cart-
aze rates becanse of the time consumed in
crossing the river. There is also a fixed
churee or an ugreed price per hour for
waiting time. Al of these conditions
place an enormous burden on the husi-
ne< men of Manhaitan and one, of course,
reflected in the prices to the ultimale con-
sumer, The amount paid by New York
munulacturers and merchani= for waiting
time can salely be pstimated 31 more than
double the amount that would be required
1o meel the interest charges and upkeep of
fwo vehienlar tunnels.

* Bt now, unless the guestion beromes
obseured by polities, it geems that refiel
i= al hand. The New Jersey Legisluture
has enacled, and Gov. Fdge has signed, a
Lill which commits that State to the en-
{erprise and inviles the cooperation of the
State of New York.

Apparently the New Jersey hill doey
nol contemplate the immediate construe-
tion of the vehicular tuniwel, for the meas-
ure provides that the faxes lor the cost
of the work shall not be assessed umntil
14722, when the Siate’s taxes lor iis new
raads will no longer be letied. This clause
n the enabling measnre was viewed with
some dismay by those who have been in-
terexted in promoling the early inaugura-
tion of the tannel enterprise. Actnally,
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however, the outlook is fraught with

brighter possibilities, &

Thé tunnel bill was passed by the
ungnimous vole of the New Jerey Asienm-
blymen, all of whom sre fully cognizant
of the necessily of the early completion
of the project. It is known thai should
the New York authorities display a desire
for speed in the inauguration of the proj-
ecl, the Jrrsev lawmakers are willing to
meet them more than hall way, even to
the extent of calligg upon Gov. Fdge to
ronvene the Legislature in special session
le enael a concurrenl messure.

Could Be Built for $12,000,000.

Thosg timid souls who believe that the
construction of the proposed vehicular
tunnels would be attended hy excessive
eost or insurmountable engineering and
physical  diffieulties  should take heart
from the statement of (ien. George W.
Gocthals, builder of the Panama Canal,
that the tnhes could be conatroneted at o
eost of $12000.000 and that they conld
be tinizhed within two or three years, The
buguboo of inadequate ventilation ix also
dispelled by Gen. Goethals, who has
stuled positively that the danger from
eurbon  mopoxide arising  from meotor
driven vehicles can be rhviated by the in-
stullation of a proper s<ystem of air duets.

It would seem that New York, having
nitiated the plan 1o counvet the twe
States by a sub-aqueous route, wonld fecl
it<ell impelled to remain at the forelront
in the movement. The history of the proj-
ert shows that in Apal. 1906, the Legis-
lature of this State passed an act erealing
a commission 1o consuler the conditions
which ihen existed in the port of New
York. New Jervey's Legislature one month
later passed a mimilar aet providing for
sich a commission. These 1wo compus-
sions met and gave consideration (o the
problem.

Werk for Commissions.

Then, in 1912, the New Jersey lagisla-
ture made provisious for the appointment
ol 4 comnission of five members to pre-
pare plans aml cooperale with the State
ol New York in the solution of the prob-
lens. Javoh & Davies, i well known tirm of
contracting lunnel engineers, emploved by
the commission, recommended us a soln-
tion of the problem the construction of
a tunnel trom Canal street, Manhattan,
te Twelfth street, Jersey Cita. 1 is es-
timated by this firm that the cost of the
work would be STEOD00M, one-halt of
which might be borne by the State of New
York and one-half by the Stute of New
Jersey, or by both the counties or mimie-
ipalities ol the two States.

An investigation of the subjeet at a
Later date Ly the Public Service Corpora-
tion of New Jersey resulted also in the
conclusion that the solution ol the harbor
problem wis feasible by the same means.

Last year Giov. Edge appointed the
presenl New Jersey corumission, which is
known ss the Hudson River Bridge and
Tunnel Commission. The services ol Gen.
Goethals were engaged by (he commission
and he alko has recommeaded the construe-
tion of the tunnel on the site approved by
Jacobs & Davies and by the Public Serviee
Corporatien. -

It was recommended by Gen. Goethals
that a single tube be built. He proposed
that this he large enough to accommodate
slow trucking below and faster and lighter
molor cars above. Comerete was revom-
mended for use in the construetion of the
tebe, Gen. Gioethals favoring this mater-
ial rather than iron or steehs which had
been previonsly spggest.d.

The Goethals plan contemplates also the
use ol the shield method in construction,
berause he considers the tremrh method
impraeticable. The treuch method, Gen.
Goethals pointed out in his report to the
commission, iy not feasible owing to the
conditions that oblain in the bed of the
lindwon River.

The tunnel propesed by Gen. Goethals
has a capaeity of 3,000,000 vehicles per
year. Assnming that the vehiealur traf-
tie i~ made up of five ton trucks, the tube
would have a daily capaeity ol 30,000
tons, sufficienl to aecommodate—and
leave a safe warzin—all of the 30,000 tons
ol freight which now arrives daily for
New York at the [reight terminals on the
Jersey side.

A Real War Measure,

The construetion of the Hudson tun-
ne! should be regarded as a war measure
of pressing importance, snd the inaugura-
tiog of the project should not be delayel
one day longer than is necessary.

A very large part of the North River
vwaler front on Mashstian Isload is now
used for freight ecar terminals and for
car figats, to the exclusion of ocean going
ships. In other words, the water froml is
used as a freight yard. This should not
be. By using the Jersey side as a freight
vard snd leaving the freight ears there. the
North River water front would be left
free Lor the purposes for which it is nat-
nrally suited, namely, for steamship piers.

I{ suelt a {unnel as is proposed by Gen.
CoethMs 12 built, there is no doubt there
will be an immediate glemand for other
tonels. The result of the construction
ol one tunnel will be & gradnal and pro-
gressive solutivn ol the problem, which
has become acute. The Pennsyivania
tubes were built in cighteen months, so
that it seems [eusible (o build the pro-
posed vehicnlar tunnels within (wo vears.

Meter Cas Not Menace.

The amount of labor which would he
diverted to the eonstruciion of the tubes
15 not large. One thousand men would
probably be u suffivient number. Large
pithlic improvemenis are being completed
m New York and the orgmnized forees
now emploved in the subway consiruction
eould be ntilized with fine vesulis in the
tnnnel work.

Regarding the theory that the operation
ol the vehicular tunnels would be affected
by the presence of gases from motor ve-
hicles, | bave had a conversaiion recently
with one of the members of the British
War Commission, 3 premineat merchan!
in Jondon, who asserts that (he tunmel
would net be subject to such an objertion.
He said that be is in the habit whea ai
home jof driving through the Blackwall
tunnel under the Thames to and from hi~
husiness duily and that be suffers no dis-
comfort from gases or smoke.
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Much Progress Al-
ready Made Toward
Building Port Relief,
and Politics Only
Now Feared
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not the length of the proposed Hudson
{nbes is seareely a valid objection, Gen.
Goethals said, since by ventilation the see-

_ tions of the former can be duplieated in
the latter, and it would be fair to assume
the resnlis would be the-same.

Objection has heen made that the ve-
hicular tunnels under the Hudson River
would benetit New Jersey and might re-
sult in establishing a permanent {erminal
on the Jersey side. This objection &s met
by the arsument that as New York has
pe space for railroad terminals there
seems no reason why New York should not
avail iteelf of the space in New Jereey for

« that purpose,
Besefit for Both States.

Regarding the question of freight dif-
ferentials, it may be pointed out that it
is perfeetly plain that the rame rates can-
nof continne indefinitely for New York
and New Jersey unless Jersey City, Hobo-
Len and other communities fronting the
harbor are recoznized as parts of the port
of New York. Geographieally they are
parts of the port and they shounld be
treated as such. The more intimately they
are comnected together the more readily
will there be areess [rom one to the other
and more likely is it that the same {reight
rate for Jersev City and Hoboken and
New York will be continned.

At the present time the lighteruge piers
on the New Jerser side, because of the
congestion of freighi, are being used for
storage and thousands of cars are lying
idle beesuse the means of unloading them
and disposing of their contents are lack-
ing. With a vehicolar tunnelgbetween
New York and New Jersey having a es-
paeity of 50,000 tons per day, it would be
possible for this freight to be bauled direct
from the eurs to the storage or business
houses in New York, and thus at least
2000 Ireight ears per day woald be re-
leased for Further serviee npou the date
ol their arrival on the Jersey side.

Another feature that must necessarily
be conwidered of sdvantage in viewing fhe
question ol the vehienlar tunnels is that
they will be an important link in the line
ol communivation beiween Lonz Island
and the Western {runk lines. The Cunal
sireet portal of the Hudson tunnels, as
planmed, will bein eloee touch with the
Williamsburg Bridge.

It beinz unanimously agreed that the
Hudron vehiculur (nunels are a necessity,
that they would be of value in the devel-
opment of the port of New York, that
they would be an cconomic fuctor of the
utmost importanee and that their absence
constitutes a handicap in the successful
coanduct of the war, il would seera lo be
difficnlt to present amy rasons why, as
has been propesed, the legislaturss of
New York and New Jersey shounld not
take action immedintely on such legislia-
tion as will hurry the day when New
Yo will be no louger depeadent [or her
very life blood on the prevarious commu-
nication that uow exi-ts between Jersey
and Manlattan.

Will Study German.
S6 " IMHBE we shall doninate the
Geétmans or they will dominate
us,” was the point made by an edueator
a! a recent meeting here of trustees of &
school when the subjeet of teachine Ger-
man was hrongit np. He smplasized the
faet also that President Wilson has gone
un reecortd in opposition to am ernnomie
boveo!t against the Gensans, such as has
heen advocated v England.

To prove Lhat despite the haircd of
ticrmany the same view is taken ol the
malter by British auvoostes of higher
[learning, the educator told of the decision
ol Edmburgh University, which recently
adopted the following resolation alter set-
ting the walary for the place at £500 &
year:

“In the opiniva ol the University Coart
the time bus arrived whin il is desirable

to establish a ip of German

langnage and i b,
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