' The Americ

Italian Expert Tells
HowCavalry Mounts
and Artillery Am-
mals Are Selected
for Military Service

By a Horse Ezpert of the ltalian Army
Now in This Country.

TALY needed, horses for war, and as

l she was not able 1o buy them fram

otlier allies, she turned to the United

States for a sapply. Having been for

many months resident in this country and

being about to leave New York for ser-
viee abroad, I take this opportunily td
give my impressions of the American
liorse as I bave seen and studied that
animal under many conditions.

It was at first the idea of the military
authorities of the various nafions that
the war would be a short one, for it was
believed that so deadly had modern weap-
ons become that mankind could not long
resist them. The development of the
trench warfare which has prolonged the
preseut struggle brought into use mucl:
keavy artillery, and also many light, mo-
bile batleries were required, while it was
also necessary to organize tremendous
tiansportation systems back of the lines.

Horses Still Much Needed.

Although motor trucks and caterpillar
tracrtors are important factors, horses
were greatly needed for sudden artillery
movements over uncven gronnd. To a.
limited extent eavalry mounts were also

_required, although a large proportion of

the cavalry of the various Powers had
been dismounted and seul o the front for
active duty in the trenches.

Ttaly bad been buying her military
horses largely from Ircland and Hungary.
She Lad received some shipments also
from the United States, and therefore she
sent buyers to this country, which is now
the priniepal souree of berses in tLhe
world. The normal horse population of
the United States is 25,000,000, and al-
thoughethe Allies have purchased 1,000,
000 horses here since the war began, the
breeding Las so kept pace with the de-
mand that the number of horses has not
Jossened.

Ttaly has been buying horses prinei
pally for bheavy arlillery uxe. These
avimals vary from four to ten years of
age and are considered at their prime at
seven vears. The commisgions which have
been cent o this country have found the
American horse well adapted for artillery
and for general military purposes,

Western AnimalsaBest.

The animals are generally bred in the
open rveuntry, either on the wild ranges
of the far West or oa extensive stock
farms of the mddle West. The Eastern
market has been of little importance, as
the stock brought bere has been eonsider-
ably picked over before the military buy-
ers can get a good look at it

The Lorses-from the middle West, that
is from the States which centre about
Uhicago and St. Louis, have bheen very
useful for military purposss. We get
them in good condition and the farmers
have alresdy broken them to barness. To
buy young horses and to train them for
drafl purposes would be a task which no
army could undertske at this time. _The
snimals from Montana and Wyoming
which have been broken to the saddie as
well 35 to harness are also of much value.

For beavy artillery usc the American
horses of the Perchercn sirain are best.
They are of good Percheron stock mixed

" with tbe typieal native borse. They com-

bine strength, weight and staming with
endursnee and guickness. Horses of this
variely tip the sesles st from 1,200 to
1.500 pounds esch and are from fifteen
to sixieen hands high. They have good
eppetites, yet they are wot heavy feeders.
Percheren Breading.

That the United States has =0 many
horses of this exeelleni class is due to
the enterprise of private citizens. Inm
oiber lands the Government would de-

" vide what kind of horses were best suited

for military purposes and see to-it that
the farmers and breeders developed them.

The Percheron Society of America, with
leadquariers in Chieago, should have
much credit for the publie service it has
rendered in encouraging the breeding of
this very desirable type of draft horse.
‘Ihe importation of Pereheron stallions on
a large seale and their breeding with
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an Horse and His War Uses

American stock began in 1885, although

there were also Belgian and Clydesdale

stallions brought here. To the Perchieron,

however, this couniry owes the perfection

of that draft horse which has come to be,
regarded as typically American. Many

of these fine animals may be seen in the

cities atleched to express company

wagons or working in (he delivery service

of merchants.

Their bones are sitrong and large, the
legs comparatively short and very sirong,
the thanks being especially short and yet
well proportioned. The chest is broad
and decp and covered with, well developed
museles, The baek is short and large and
covered with a wiry and efficient nmseu-
luture, while the hind legs are especially
firm and powerful, as the hainches are
cxee)tionally well developed.

A Sure Footed Breed.

The auimals are sure Jooted, and when
they are going down steep declivities they
have such strength and stamina, as well
as sueh bulk of body and such-power in
their hind legs that they can bold back
the gun earnages. Lighter borses might
be overwhelmed by the heavy loads be-
hind them.

This breed is intelligent and even tem-
pered, and is not easily frightened. Such
artillery horses stand quietly in the rhidst
of artillery duels. They do mnot take fo
their beels or break up their harness, as
animals of other types might do. As in
the ltalian heavy artillery nearly every
horse is ridden by a gomner, {hes must
he good saddle horses.

The raising of horses for artillery pur-
poses gives & good return to the Amer-
ican farmer or breeder. The prices are
determined in accordamee with {erms
made at the markets in Chicago and Bt.
Louis, the freight to those points always
being counted in the price. In the early
stages of the war light artiller?® Lorses
eould be bought gfor $140 eacli and for
beary artillery amimals $170 each was
paid. The present prices average $40
more on each type, owing 4o the increased
demand as well as thé higher ecost of for-
age.

(1 HE war has caused a change in

geographieal nomenelsture in
the United States,” said a man who does
congidersble travelling. “Everywhere
towns with German names or with streets
or avenues with German names are chang-
ing them to good old Ameriean names or
talking of doing so in the near future.
Why, pretty soon one will be able to look
through the gaseiteer without finding a
fown with a Gerinan name. And some
time in the very pear future there won't
he any streets with German names in the
United States,

“There’s the case of New Berlin, Ohip.
The eitizens there pul up with the Ger-
man name of their lown until a few weeks
ago and then they pot tired of it. It
dida’t seem patrniolic to live in & town
with such a name, so 784 adulis of that
Obio town—a majority of the residents—
signed a petition asking that the towp be

A WAR HORSE Yrom AMERICA ARRIVING in ITALY.

German Names Discar

These sums, however, are considerably
less tham the actual eost of a horse from
ihe middle West by the time §t has
reached a Furopean pord.  Formerly
many animals died in transit, both by
land and by sea. The loss factor from
ocean transportation has happily been
much reduced by our present pelicy of
giving all animals at least two weeks
rest belween their arrival by rail in the
Fast and their final shipmeni{ by steam-
ship. .

The Itslian Government to insure the
shipment of horses under the best condi-
tions established a large depot at (Goshen,
N. Y, where all horses which it pur-
chnses are taken for a furlniﬁlt or so
before they are commiited fo the ocean
ferry. Animals that show any symptoms
of sickness are segregated, and none is
loaded on the liners exeept in appar-
enily perfect condition.

While considering draft animals [
wounld suy a few words in praise of the
Ameriean mule. The breeding of this use-
ful animal bas been much stimulated since
the beginning of the war because the for-
cien buyers are willing to pay a higher
price for them than they do for horses.

Mules Valuable Tee.

Italv has been buying a great many
umules, more than 1 feel at liberty Lo say,
beeause these patient and efficient animals
sre well adapted for service in mountain-
ous distriets. They are sure fooled and
agile. Wheelers, which are useful for
drawing heavy arlillery; leaders, which
do the work of light draft horses, and es-
pecially pack mules, which are of great
value in carrying rapid fire guns or parls
of light artillery, are much in request.

A wonderfully hardy and enduring ani-
wal is the American mule. The mortal-
ity among them in transporiation over
long distances in railroad ears is about 2
per cent., while the desths among them on
shipboard are less than une-third of 1 per
eent. of the total number, provided that
they have had the preseribed two weeks
rest at a depot before being loaded on
the sieamships.

Mules have done remarkably good ser-

ed for American
given the name of North Canton. They
were moved to sigm this petition heeause
of the utrocities and barbarities of the
German army. -

“There wasn't any delay in the grant-
ing of the petition; it was referred to
Robert Day;y Common Pleas Judge, who,
after a bearing, directed”the issuance of
an order permiiting the name to be
elanged 1o North Canton. -

“That's typieal of what Las been going
on ull ever the eountry sinee we went into
the war. There’s the ease of Hutehin-
son, Kan., where they had a street by the
name of Bismarck. The citizens there
didn't feel as though they were serving
their eountry properly by permitting such
n pame fo remain, so they signed a peli-
tion and submiited il fo the city commis-
sivn asking that the name be ehanged to
Funston street, in honor of the late Gen-
erul. And that chunge was made {vo.”

One of the Brightest
Pagesin Equine His-
tory Is Being Writ-

~“ten -on the Battle-

fields of Europe

viee on the Continent. Not only have the
lialian forves made good use of them, but
ther are also mmeh appreciated py the
American and British commanders. [t
1% 10 be regretted that the mule census of
the United States includes only 5,000,000
and that the percentage of them availahle
for army use is much smaller than is the
proportion of horses. Many of the mules
wre undersized and there are 4 great many
lomg used m mines which cannot be
“adapted (o field work.

Not only is the United States producing
|-xt-|'|]rnl‘dmfl ammals, buy it s also a
markel where some first class cavalry
horses ean be purchased. For the forvign
armics the average hunter which may be -
ohtained here answers very well.  What
is required is a saddle horse able 1o carry
a weight of 260 pounds nd te gallop,
Jump, trot and walk and fo cover a dis-
tanee of a1 least forty miles a day.

It is Bard to lind sueh lorses i large
numbers, and especially enough of any
une type required for the mounting of -

regiments ot squadrons which have spe-
cial duties.  Europe has for yeurs given
much attention to the breeding of horses
of this class under Government auspices,

the breeders acting under definite instrte-
tions from the war departments.
Cavalry Supply Short.

There have been bought many horses

for individual officers, although for gene
eral cavalry purposes the supply here
has been short because the United States
has never had a large standing army.
There hawg been obtained horses broken
to the saddle by ecowboys, and alse riding
horses which were used for recreation
und exereise purposes.
., The promotion of raeing undoubtedly
has a marked and important inflnence
on breeding horses of this i{ype. The
grealer number of thoroughbreds there
are in a country, the easier it will be to
have (hie Lalf bred horses which are
essential lo cavalry service and for gen-
erial equestrian purposes.

The ltalian eavalry had been finding
the best horsea for its use im Ireland.
These animals were nearly all sired by
{horoughbreds, well built steeds which
beenme a eredit to the stud after they
were through with their performunces on
the turf.

The horee shows which I have observed
in the United States have had a marked
effect in perfecting tH: best kinds of the
equine species. This is especially true,
I thiuk, of the show annuuily held in
Chieago, which tends to inerease the com-
petition wmopg the breeders of draft
horses and so to elevate all standarids,

The horse shows of Lhe Eastern cities
are, most attractive, but, in my opinion,
they have little or no effect upon Ameri-
can borse breeding because most of the
animals which get the ribbons and the
prizes bave been imported. The hunters,
some of which are reared in this country,
would have an important effeet in the
production of good eavalry horses were
there more of them. Horses of this type
are supersport animals which represent
large expenditures. They are used largely
by the wealthy classes in their out of
door sports, in their drag hunts and their
ficld days, and have not as vet had much
effect in the propagation of animals
whieh might readily be used for cavalry
work,

Hunters Among the Bast.

They are of the same strain, however,
as_those Irish huntem from which are
bred svme of the finest mounts in the
squadrons of Imly. Owing to the moun-
Lainous nature of my country the cavalry
horses have Lo be ready elimbers. They
are truined Lo do work which appears ta
many perions as a series of spectacular
feats. It bas been difficult indeed owing
to the embargo on the Irish borses to
get the kind of animals required for
this service. We hope, however, in the
vears fo come to draw mwre upon the
United States for eavalry mounts.

On the whole the American borse has
been of great service to the Allies and
to Ialy io the present war, and we count
ourselves furtunate to have had the op-
porlunity of drawing upon so flue a
supply.




