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Gen. McCain, Human Link With People

Adjutant-General,
Whose Name Is
Signed to All Death
Messages,-Most
Tender Hearted

By ALBERT WHITING FOX.
HERE i3 one officer in the Uniled
States Army whose name is bound

to become associated with grief and sor-
row in thousands of Ameriean homes be-
fore the end of the war. This is Major.-
Gen. Henry P. McCain, Adjutant-General
of the army, whose name is signed to des-
patches notifying relatives of soldiers of
casualties at the frent.

At present something like a seore of
messages are going out daily from his of -
fiece reporting deaths occurring in the
runks of Gen. Pershing’s men. After the
ginking of the Cunard hiner Tuscania by
a German U-boat more than 100 death
messages were sent oul with Gen. Me-
Cain’s signature. After the first serious
elush between Ameriean and German
forces it is probable that the messages
will go out in thousands.

t(me of the many unusual conditions
brought abowt by the war 18 that Gen.
Mot uin, whose lot it is thus te impart
grivt amd sorrow wholesale, is one of the
most Limane, tender hearted officers in the
serviee.  The story of Lineoln and the
g that stuck in the mad would apply to
MeCain.  He might ride on and let the
pig stay, as Lincoln did, but he, too,
would turn baek eventually and help the
pig out. s mind wonld not be at ease
otherwise,

This characteristic of Gen. MeCuin
has been frequently in evidence sinee

America began assuming her share of
war's burdens. Indeed he is unabke to
conceal it.

A group of newspaper correspondents
were in Secretary Baker's office recently
when Gen. McCain, agile, crect and with
the murked bearing of u soldier in fine
trim, walked in. He bowed hs usual and
stodd wailing to have a word with the
Secrelary. It is enstomary to see him
frequently in the Secretary’s outer office,
but his presence on this oceasion somehow
atiracted particular notice.

“What's the maiter with
somebody whispered.

It was manifest that he was laboring
under stress. Il was noted that his eves
glistened when he looked around after a
word with one of Mr. Baker's assistants,
As the Secretary vias engaged the Gen-
cral did not wait to see him. He had
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is almost tempted to think that (heir sud-
den invasion of Russia is a punishment
_they infliet on lmnu? and Trotzky for
not having carried ouit the plans of the
Herren Professors and Staatsrathe. Of
ecourse Trotzky ordered the demobiliza-
tion of the Russian army, “because the
Russiun revolutionary proletariat does
not want to fight the German proletariat.”
But why did be do it before making sure
that the German proletariat does not want
to ftight the Russian proletgriat?

Why did he call upon the soldiers of
other nations to throw down their arms
when he must have known, from the Ger-
man demands alope, that Prussianized
Germany was never more thirsty for con-
quest than when be and his acolytes par-
leyed with them at Brest-Litovsk? The
answer is Trotzky's and lenine’s insin-
eerity. They were more oecupied in find-
ing a eateh phrase than in grappling with
the truth.

For centuries the Russian peasants
were erying for more land. In the midst
of all his troubles Trotzky tried towpacify
them by taking away on a decree 16,000,
000 acres of land owned by the churches
and monasteries. But the fact that they
no longer belong to the church does not
make these acres sprout immediately with
bread. And bread is what the peasants
wanted.

All the land in European Russia owned
privately and by the peasant ¢communes
has an area of 628,000,000 acres. Of this
land 276,000,000 acres arc in the hands
of private owners, 21,000,000 were owned
" by 'the Romanoffs aid 16,000 mumﬁm
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hardly left the room when the news
spread abount that Lieut. March, son of
Major-Gen. March, the new Chief of
Staff, had died of injuries following an
sirplane sccident in Tezzs.

That was the imecontrollable human
element in Gen. MeCain's makeup that
gave the first intimation that something
gerious had happened when the Tuseania
went down. He brought the message to
Secrelary Baker late in the aftermoon
while the Secretary was holding his ecus-
tomary conference with the newspaper
men. It was deemed advissble by Mr.
Baker to say nothing about it until he
had ascertained if the Navy Department
had eonfirmation.

There was no change in Seeretary
Baker's demesanor when he read that more
than 1,000 American soldiers were miss-
mg from the Tuscania, and later Secre-
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Henry P. McCa:n. Adjutant-General of the Army.

tary Duniels read the news with the same
imperturbability which it was necessary at
the time to assume. But. Gen. MeCain

did not succeed in disguising his feelings
at all. It was obvious that something,

had happened and that its effeet had been

in the nature of a shock to sensitive
heartstrings.

The human element in Gen. MeCain's
work is demonstrated daily in his eonfer-
ences with the endless chain of visitors
who go to his office. He is the one rack-
ing officer at the War Department who
vrinisins the poliey of the open door.

Although crowded with work which
keeps him going until well into the night
he places no restriction whatever upon
visitors who come to him with troubles
they want settled and take up his valuable
tihe in explaining useless details. Out-
side his office i a negro messenger whose

Keeps Open Door in

Washington Office
and Gives Sympathy
Alike to Rich and
Poor in Trouble

instruetions apparently are to greet each
new arrival by opening wide the door
and ushering him in. Gen. McCain bas
_ao outer office for visitors and seldom if
ever does a visitor's eard reach him.

The daily gathering heg'ins when he
sterts work in the moming. First, per-
haps, comes an aged man whose son in
Franee has not written to him for months.
He is worried about his boy John. He
tells MeCain what a fine boy John was,
how he worked his way through school
and always wanted to be a soldier. John's
grandfather fought in the eivil war. Nat-
urally this leads up to questions of family
history, which the visitor tells Gen. Me-
Cain just as he has told others hundreds
of times.

From the moment the visitor presents
his ease Gen. MeCain knows exaetly what
he is going to do about it. He is going
tor refer the visitor to the officer in charge
¢f the mail and personnel of the Amen-
van troops in France and take steps to
relieve the father’s anxiety. He sits back
and patiently listens to all the ins and
outs of John's eareer and the family
history. There is not a sign of impa-
tience or boredom in the General’s man-
ner. And the point of it is that he has
not been bored.

The next visitor is a Congressman with
a telegram from a constituent who is wor-
ried nbout a mysterious message he has
had from his boy.

The family, it develops, has been send-
ing the boy jam and choeolate and woollen
socks and has another box all ready to
go to the training esmp when a letter
comes saying that the boy is well and
happy, but is not at the training camp
now and will write later. The Congress-
man’s constituent ecomplains because the
letter gives no sddress and the family
does not know where to send the jam.
Gen. MeCain laughs heartily.

There seems to be an idea that Gen.
McCain's work is so wound about with
red tape and roatine that all matters are
decided by prescribed forms and that*
lherouhhkwforhntou-
ereise individuality. Suech, bowever, is
nol the esse. Nome is at cutting
red tape than Gen. M

Major-Gen. MeCain is a native of Mis.
sissippi and is 57 years old.

form an idea of what these figures mean
it must be kept in mind that Russia oe-
cupies a sixth of the land surface of the
globe, that European Russia alone has
one-third the land surface of Furope.

Of the 20,000,000 farmers in Russia
only 2,000,000 possess as much as a pair
of horses. All this land the Bolsheviki
proposed to divide equally or in accord-
ance with some equilable rnle among the
peasants,

But this dividing np is against the fun-
damental principle of socialism, which
aims not at distribution of wealth but the
socialization thereof, the pooling together
of all the means of production, the divi-
sion to be made of the produels,

What the Socialists never tire of point-
ing out is this, that under the presept
system of produetion and competition
nearly 40 per cent. of the labor is wasted,
that on acconnt of competition the stand-
nrds of production are lowered. Soeial-
ism may nol be a very humane system;
we must not forget its origin; but more
than any other eeonomieal philosophy it
teaches order and economy.

Were the Bolsheviki Socialists they
never would have countenanced the de-
siruction of property. They would have
ordered the common use of all property.
They woulgphave abolished private prop-
erty altogether, but would not bhave
divided it. But they did not want the
earrying ont of the socialistic programme.
They wanted to keep themselves in power.
Tle peasant’s ery had always been “Jand,”
so let bim have land.

A Government ean take over an indus-
try only when it Las been previously or
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eause they organize a thousand little in-
dustries under one syslem, and thus Lill-
ing competition they actually kill busi-
ness. Were all the industries in the hands
of the trusts we would have only a few
big industries, concentrated in such places
where development, means of transporta-
tion and distribution would be host fa-
vorable for them. The rest of the people
would be compelled to produce; far fewer
men would be enguged in unproduetive
work, as they are now.

But what industries are there in Rus-
sia ready to be soecialized? Exeept the
railroads none. Almost all the machin-
ery is imported—the reapers from Amer-
iea, the threshing machines from England
and Germany, the weaving looms from
France. Up to now Russia has been
economically the most dependent coun-
try in the world. And it is on aceount of
that dependenee that mdutnd countries
appreciated Hussia and for ‘its
friendship as a market fnr thei® own
overproduetion. -

Ienine and Trotzky, Lenine especially,
because he is a statistician, know this well
enough. They are both }arxian Soeialists
of the old school. They have studied so-
cial problems backward and forward.
And it is on aceount of this that their so-
cialism, as they wanted it applied to Rus-
sia, smacks of wilful malice, to say the
least.

The socialism oi' Trotzky and Lenine is
about as sincere as that of Villa. And
the peasants of Russia are about as ready
for self-government as were the peons of
Mezxico who followed Villa.
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ists are doubting whether the people of
countries where there are no illiterates are
ready for self-government, for the broth-
erbood of man. Bolshevikism declares
that not only are the ignorant masses in
Russia ready but they must also have a
dietatorship over all maiters without ap-

Socialism stands for order, Bolshevik-
ism for disorder. Socialiam stands for the
socialization of produetion and produets,
Bolshevikism for distribution and decen-
tralization.

We must not confuse the two terms.
Socialism teaches that “liberty ends
where another man's liberty begins.” The
Bolsheviki have declared that liberty is
only an sppanage of Bolshevikism, which
is, as they have showr, just the oppesite
of liberty. The Socialists of all the world
have declared that they would fight to de-
fend their respective eountries against the
enemy. The Bolsheviki have demobilized
the army and allowed the enemy to invade
and cecupy without resistance as much of
Russia as he wanted The Soecialists
proved to the world that they were loval
to their country, the Bolsheviki traitors.

But all this will soon be forgotten. The
Russian revolution after an orgy of Bel-
shevikism will seek to walk soberly in rea-
son and in secordance with the demoera-
cies of the other nations. The economie
forves of all the world will have to be
pooled together to heal the wounds this
war has inflicted.

Russia will be the “sick woman™ of the
world for a long time to come. But after
a]ugeumdenﬂmb
place among the demoeracies of
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