How the Senegalese,
Moroccans and Al-
gerians Foughtatthe
Chemin des Dames
and Cleaned Up the

German Trenches

By PRESTON GIBSON.
PART 1IV.
HE evacuation hospital beld about
T 1800 men and was made of eanvas,
the wounded being pnt on the ground on

stivichers., There was a small bar where

fonr =eparaie divisions contributed coffes,
sundwiches of cheese
00
were only for the wounded and those
worling mn the hospitai.

I must say here again that the French
are wonderful. No man took even a slice
of hread unless he was reslly hungry, and
then aiv very sparingly, and | was shoeked
le sce one—thank heaven, only one—
Awerican eat sandwich after sandwich
after huving had a full supper a6 o'clock
—and these wounded men taking simply
a hite or a swallow, though some of them
had not had anything 1o eat all day.

Wounded Lay in the Cars.

The wounded began 1o arrive in & line
of automohiles stretching for a mile and
a bF.if along the road. It was a big
attack and a big job was on. The cold
gol ander my skin, for | had to be outside
all the Lime.

The wounded now came in so fust that
finally there was nol room for one more
stretcher in the hospital and the last
arrivals had to stay in the cars on the
road vntil some of the patients could be
removed to other base hospitals. Yet this
hospital covered an ares equul to that of
the lower Huor of the Riltmore. | noticed
that nothing but Colonials ecame in
Senegalese, Zouaves, Moroccans, Alge.
rians, Chasseurs. 1 talked with one, a
youngster who was shol in the head.

It was vow about 6 o'closk in the morn-
ing. The smell, the stench of blood, the
tiny stoves bringing it ouf, was overpow-
ering and the surgeons were literally

!'l-'lr-l bon l| o eERs,

and  champagne ree. course thev

dripping. The voungster said the fizht
was gowng  splendidly. He was one

of the tirst over the top. The attack was
launclied shout midnight, following a ter-
rilic tir de harrage which hud beed guing
on for eleven days and nights and which
had wsed up shout £100.000.000 worth of
RN ron

Boche Fears Long Knives.

With star shells illuminating their path
the negroes, Zonaves and Algerians, urme.
with hand grenades and long knives only,
wenl over and Lept guing over in wave
after wave. The Bocle conld not stand the
thousand< ot koives glittering in the star
shell light and they gave way. The fir<t
trench was laken and the Chasseurs eane
aver, followed hy the Zouaves,

The Freneh Licutenants then rounded
up the Senegaese, who look advantare of
many opportunities fo dodge the bullets
from German capid fire guns by hidig
i shell ol The offieers simply give
them a kick and =aid, “Get up and go on.”
and i the nerroes did not u‘m_\ !Iu‘.\‘ of
coitrss would threaten to shoot them, but
the order s uswally  suefficient,  Threat
atier tlooat was shil trom ecar to ear by
thirees et Thae
like thes Rned of Gghting and fell baek
over the Coemin des Dames, up 1o the
Fort of Malmaison, whers they had ther

Tn :
T P, B don’t

iz zuns

Treachery of the Germans.
killing of  the
NCeEssiury. a= so

This Giermans  has
beeome Roehie
have feigned to be wounded or shouled
“Ramerad ! with botl hand- up. onlv ta

~tuh their eaptor {rom belifnd as soon as

man\

his back was turned This  pieee of
treachery  aceomplished, they {0 down
sgain, awaiting he next victing. So these

Senerales, who ure marveliou= wirh tie

kuite, eat emcl thiroat, It 1= the only
sate methol

Tihe Zowaves, Chasseurs aud Seneeal
e~ oo ual hike e take [Prisoners an
Thes lizve suffersd too mueh fron
tine trick I
e oo in whieh a whole reesment of Boches
were 1nken prisoners with their bands up,
Tihen saddeuly, at a siznal, they all lay

n the gronnd. and belund  then

ans
event
know ol

INamerad” e
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“Battér_ing the Boche” With the Colonial

Senegalese, with white officers. Some of the French Colonial troops who battered the Boche badly at the

a seclion of rapid fire German guns got

into action and simply Iuid 900 French
Chasseurs dead on the ground. They
then retreated.

One great feature of the French tem-
perament is this: baving seen about 4,200
wounded, I have never noticed the slight-
est indicalion or suggestion of a desire
that one man bhe moved or taken care of
hetore another. Ooe man who was Iying
witlin an inch or (wo of another—they
were all lke sardines on the ground
uttered a groan and | wen! over and gave
bim a drink.  His stomach was practically
shot nway and be was in great pain. But
&nt by even the raising ol an evelash did

e indicate a wish to e treated before the
voungsier who lay near lim and win
simply had his band injured.

Wounded Never Whimper.

thers lay for half an hour soaking
their stretehers with blood, but never a
whimper, never a word from them: all
were silent in their suffering. And they
bad been through a great trial. 1 must
give vou an idea of how lonz it takes a
man who has been wounded 1o ¢t to a
hospatal.

He 15 weunded on the tield, sav, a1 12
He 1s brought in by the stisteler
bearers at 12:30 to the third hne. He
wnits his torm, about fifteen minutes:
then he 15 taken 10 a poste de sevours:
then put into the ambulines about fitteen
minutes later: then driven to a field hos-
pital, a tnck which takes trom half 1o
three-quarters of an bour. Then he waits
from fifteen minutes to ohe hour for his
turn: 15 earried anto the hospital and
nguin wails his turm, not less than tifteen
minntes: then s transferred mio another
ambulance for a trip of severul kilonters
to a base hospital-—rraffic frightfully eon
gested, nme allowsd 1rom halt’ to three
quarters of an hour.  In
during this attack o man was lucky ot he
renched a0 base hospital within three and

o'clock.

olhier words,

a bt dwies atter e was wonnded

German Wounded Only Boys.

Now the German wounded besan 1o
come n, ull |h-_\-. of from 17 190 N |
minst fiave seen abont 150 of them aml |

1 Ll Keed
with o number of them e Frenoh and
Fnghsh.,
French wounded, i the same smbafanens,

saw ot one who looked over 240,
They were bronghn o with e

and there was no disevimination i e
trefitment ot the French and o1 the Ger
man ®ounded.

Yoo an the Yace ol this Germans, when
ou the way to g Frenell hospatal oo
French ambulanes to be cared for by &
Freneh doctor a Jhe expense 51 Franee,
1 they buive w0 teee band, reach over
e var and teas jwen thier imlu].a:{r' | rivn
a belpless Frenchman, bhoping  that e
may bl to death betore e reaclios the
been o nuniber of

' o .
Nerspeatal [Meere faive

gt whieh o BPaowha L torn ofi a

Frenclman's  bandage  with L= el

Lhs openang a0 artery and cansine 1he
death of the Frone s,

A by oot 17 who wae shot il fieged
fosked e D bicaed most tasied fowd or drik
tor four dav<: bad even bad an
water. 1 got i some. He fd noe

shoes or stockings or underwear. just lis

not

Chemin des Dames.

coat and breeches, which were soaked
through with rain, mud and bleod. A
French stretelier bearer putfitted lnm.

He said the Freoeh artillery was ter
rific; vou eould not get away from it
It was everywhere. Their roads had been
and were being sbelled so that no food
could be brought up to the soldiers and
he was_glad when he was wounded and
taken by the French.

I asked bim how he happened to get
over with us, and be rephied that the last
thung he saw was four streteher bearers
carrving a German, when a shell burst
and killed all five of them, He then de-
cided 1t was saler over on the French
hwes and be bad crawlal over, This was
the tirst tume be bad ever been under fire,

The Freneh treat these wounded Ger-
mans, who have killed their tathers and
brothers _and left Freacl
sisters and widows roofless, just as they

mothers and

treat their own wounded, Just as gently
they earry them and cover them with
Idankets and give them lood and warm
drink: winle we are told the Boches
starve, mutilute, woculate with disease,
torture  for inlormation, the gallant
Frenchmen they capture.  What s lesson
the Clirst has taught these prople!

Helped Any One He Could.

At this time 1 had no special duty. |
was there to help in any capariy pos
sible.  The road wis now hiled with g
tor men s b have boen wounded bat still
can walk i, with fractured arms, wounded
heads and bands or other 1-nm|mra!|\vl_\'
shght wonnds: hundreds of them, a
stream of hnmanity, dripping with blood,
seeking mud. And not a single murmur,
noi a single complaint,  Many | helped
mnto the hospatal, through the driving ramm
and  mind, feet were frozen or
numb from the wel and eold. It seemed

curiods, moa wav, to gooup te one of

w i

the=e fellows, a neero, sav, covered with
o, who had tallen or shpgwed down ;
to hwlp up  and 1o bim
s srm over vour shoulder, winle

tam lave
it
vonr assisted doum to g0 where there was
steeor, thoush at the moment one only

“It's

t. or =i at home.”

Vheoeehid, parrt ol the gume, ;nlal}

Asked for a Cigarette.

A vounr South Alrwan come up the
recid wath o wet bandaze sround his head
and a spot of red over lus night exe abont
the size ot a silver dollar,  He was a very
He stopped and asked me for

Bl <ol 1hat ;l]un;{ thie wlisles

U LTTE R

el e
battle front the Germans were relrenling
procipatately wser fhe (hse-Ajsne eanal;
that the French lind captun e tortitied
village of ion 1o the fetd
the Fort of Malosson: that the
whde forest of Pioon was now i Frenel

of and tar

abore

lansd = that the Boelies Were o Iull re-
treat

It was pow 1 A M. raher 25
Many  Sencgalese  walked i wih

trvzen 1evt or sal aronnd the oy steve,

The ram wow  tarned into sleet. The
vitnd wais eald and they do pot stand eold
well “nordo L. The stove was ul:lil\ abont

ten inehes o disdmeler, and the ador ans
e from nu'l‘lwa“‘ll Iowris aml llu‘il‘\]ll.‘!l
hodiess s mnd =oaked clothes and eaked

"l’.wplu
It was

blood was almost unbearuble.
thut we crowded around the stove.
al least warm.

My South African acquaintance said:
“1 went over the top at 10 o'clck this
morning. It was very hard going, as the
mud was too slippery to afford a footing,
but we managed to get out and sl them,
using mitrailleuses, hand erenudes and
knives, and we put them on the run. Our
tir de barrage had simply slaughtered
them.”

Carrier pireons now came back and
brought the news that the French bLad
eaptured the high tower of Pinon, which
wais two and u hall miles {rom their start-
ing point, tozether with about 5,000 pris-
oners and se enly live cannon.

Preparation Really Marvellous.

The preparation for this attack had
been really marvellous.  As far back as
Vailly and Braisne, on every road, in
every clump of woods, even in fields, were
pades und pules of ammunition. It took
# goud six weeks to bring up the ammuni
hon: alone tor thes attack,

Arriving at the poste de secours, which
i< aboul hall a mile from the thied Line, we
fonnd a great number of dead piled up in
the rowd - horses and men, Some of bodies
bad 1o be pulled off the road in order to
make it clear for traflic. Besides the bodies
that were Iving stretehed in different posi-
tions, some with their heads shiot off, some
with their ehests tora and ripped open. |
saw two mounds of dead Chaswurs -
about filteen or twenty in each mound,
one body puded an top of the other

Some lay as if an slumber: the raves of
olhers were contorted by the great aguny
they had puassed gyrough: others were
i most srofesque positions. One had
fallen astride of four other comrades and
with his helinet on looked for all the world
as il he was plaving horse.

Long Procession of the Dead.

One vould see a loog hine of men wind-
ing their way trom the front 1o this place,
and cach 1w carnied one who had given
ns hife that Provee might goin tins great
and glorious vietury.  This procession of
the dead wound 1ts way toward us silenily
and slowly from as lar as one could see.

The poste hies n w very heantilul
vallex. o the nght 15 a grotio whieh
8 simply extraordinary lor s size.  To
the left the chatean with i1s barn- and
nestled hall,
through the valley a gentle stream winds
its way trom the nlls whove, thie water,

stables against  the whitle

onee clear and daneing in the sunhght,
now murky witl blood of many peoples.
Thesgrlorions chatean had not one stone
Buek of the piles of
rubbish were our 1555, blazning away their
message of death to the Bochies. T front,
the road, were the
o thane the same work.

lelt upon the other,

on tiw other sule ot
I'he trees were
scorvhed and the grass was searsd from
German shells

[ ealled T n wy smagimation the Valley
of Desolution, and as 1 went along the
road and theught o the happiness which
Ld onee been there, and the sadness and
surrow which had engered i, T seemed to

qf'uun':.;ufd on IMage 15.)




