THE SUN,

SUNDAY,

MARCH =B 1918,

Booth Tarkmgton Critically Inspected

ROM Booth Tarkington, a study of
F the author of The Twurmoil and his
works, the resder learns to his disappoint-
or saiisfaetion that Mr. Tarking-
ton’s wmiven name comes noi from the
actor family but from Newton Booth, an
uncle. The ercator of Penrod does in-
deed sign himself “N. B. Tarkington” in
per=oazl eorrespondence.

No Promise Here.

B. T. was precocious uniil he was four,
slow at school and immensely popular in
eollige. He was a town boy, therefore he
knew Hedrick, Penrod and Wiilliam Sy1-
vanus Baxter. At eollege Le used Lo sing
Ianrey Deever, but the siatute of hmita-
tion protects him on that score.  His eol-
lige triends expected him to “devote him-
self to literary work,” so he wdled for
viars afterward. or at least. even if he was
a'l the time playing literary seales, “the

men'
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Booth Tlrk:hgfon i

eruss income from his fint five years of
effort was exactly $22.50." He read forty
books in the preparation of Monsicur
Beaucaire. Until 1899, when Tarkington
was ), his fellow townsmen reganded him
85 a mere sociely person.  “His principal
visible busimess, according 1o old rumer,
was gallant courtesy to every visiting pet-
ticoat of quality.” How many of them
had booful Flopit=?

Certain Serious Charges.

Mr. Holliday intimates that his subject
was influenced by Henry James—at times.
He finds flaclies of the Jamesian way in
The Crentieman from Indiama, und Mr.
Tarkington, confronted, admilted “with a
sheepish look™ that he bad remd a goond
deal of James “at aboul that time™

Of Tarkington's earliest work his biog-
rapher makes the somewhal serious charge
that there 15 something Jane-Austenish
about it. And “into his later books has
come a gond deal of the more ponderiug
Conrad note.”  Mayvhe so, there 1= a Con
radian smash at the end of The Flirt, but
Joseph would have thrown in more gloom
and perhaps less action.

Tarkington can no lonzer read Steven-
“Nothing to-day apparenily -o much
gives Mr. Turkington the horrors as the
idea of the ‘hiterary.”

SO0,

He s nol want

to be Ceanghit,” be  declives, writinge
‘]ﬂ'n.-w_‘ ;s
Plots, No: People, Yes!

Mye. Holhiday, n sineere adunirer of Mr.

Tarkimgton, does not so wnch adwire tios
novelist’s former chowee of plots and his
de pendence upon the terribly lone arnm
ol comneidence,  “The basis of practicaliy
every story he has written, down to The
Turmeid, has been a misunderstandmg of
one Kind or another, of wdentity, of pur-
vose, of character. And in repeated in-
stanees this nosunderstanding has been of
the most elementary sort, that of mistaken
identits.”  He hus imagization, but lacks
mvention, is the eritie’s verdiet,  Diut lns
people are the thing, so who cares.

O the subjeet of Tarkington's cliarae-
ters Mr. Holludna's study is debightinl.
He colleots them in gronps and eollates.
The admirer of Tarkington is pleasant!s
remided, for m<tance, of what u retark-

Lotd Louis Lewis Tales.

If vour taste in detectives slories does
nol run to the lurid you will be agrecably
amused Ly Holand Pertwie's new book.
It eomsizia of a =eries of short slories, all
of which are concerned with the deings
of Lond Louis Lewis, who makes an ole-
ganl and raller anamiae deiective.  He
is a ecunoisseur, and Lis searches are fior
art treasures wliel are lost,
stolen.

Mr. Pertwes has a level, pleasant style.
He never nounts to any  beights, bt
neithier does e 4 He budids
his story around a very deliniie episade
his wurk i= done efficiently, but in a
rather bLloodiess way. Tt should be zaud,
however, that a number of these stories
appearsd an the Satwedan Boowng Poast
where they were conhudly reccived

THE TRANSATIONS OF LoD [ob s
TEWTS - Hy florasn Proye - Paas |
Meud & Uvp Sl =

straved e

alter aline.

e

sble army of nteresting alcoholic gentle-
men are found in the complete works:
Mr. Fisbee, Joe Luue, Joe Loudon, Crailey
Giray, Larrabee, Harnam, Unele Billy Rol-
linsen, Ray Vilas and Roscoe Shendan.
There are groups, too, of the heroes, hero-
ines, wicked ladies and. most wonderful
ol all, the boys,
A Satirist Now?

Mr. Turkington has grown, Mr. Holli-
day suys. from a glowing romanticisi to a
seuring satirist; there was a merging. of

the two in The Flirt, but romance wus
barred from The Turmoil. Now, says Mr.
Holliday, *“he has found hiz true, rare
vocation, that of satirist, eritie. . . .
By what he has mow written we may
know that he has not yet begun to write.”

Perhaps, but if Tarkington lias not be-
gun to write & million fools who have
howled over Serenteen hope lic won’t start.

BOOTH TARKINGTON - - By Roserr
Corres Hortoay, (Doubleday, Page &
o) K135,
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