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! A Mystery of Classification.

; We wonder why It Is thut the leg-
| Islators nr Albany who profess u de-
! gire for Instructloa by popular vote
! before committing themselves as for

or aguinst this Federal Probibition
amendmeut are promptly counted with
the “wets” in ull the numerical estl-
mates of the divislon of voles.

That Is not quite just to the gentle-
men concerned. They are not saylog
that they will vote agninst prohibi-
tlon after a reforendum has disclosed
! the facl that a majority of the eitl-
il  zens of New York State favor pro-
1 hibltion, ‘They ure by no means la-
! belling themselves as “wet." They
are merely attemptlng to pogtpone
actlon on the umemdment until some
future tlme by referring the question
to the decislon of these to whom the
Constitution does not entrust the de-
clslon, and thus reileving of lmmedl-
pte responsibility the very persons to
whom the Constitutlon does entrust
the declslun, numely, themselves.

It might be proper to put the refer-
endum statesmen In the cunctator
elass, but It 1s unfuir, as we have re-
marked, to register them outright in
the list of the “wets"

Nevertheless, this prevalent error
of classification is mighty significant,
when you come to think about It

Naming Our New Shipa.

The pleasnnt tusk of selecting the
names for the new ships—120in num-
ber—t{o be constructed for the Gov-
ernment- by the American Interns-
tlonal Shiphuilding Corporation was
recently undertaken by the wife of
the I'resident of the United Stntea,
“The lst Is nlmost entirely made up
of Iudinn appellations, Mrg, Woop-
mow Wirsox belng, weenrnling to the
Journal of Commercy, “a close stu-
dent of the aborlginal Inlinbitants of
the United States and o descendant
of l'vcanoxrtas,” Muany of the names
are famlllur, such ns Saco, Siuger-
tles and Schenectndy ; some few ure

euphontous, such ns Uunlaska and
Unadilla; while others nre simply
barbarous, such  us  Shickshinny,

Skunkseur nml Suspecongh.

It is Interesting 1o luquire Into the
etymology, derivation or origin of
some of these designotlons,. Red
Jacket hends the list. Rep Jacker
was a famous Seneen chlef who slded
with the British in the Revolutlon,
pfter which be mmde frionds with us
#0 ns to be honorel by receiving a
medal from Goneeal WasniNgron,
and slded with the Amerienns in the
war of 1812, Rome of hls biogra-
phers pradse him as an Dullan orator
and statesman ; otheres Jdepounce him
as a hypeerite and cownrd,  The
welsht of authorhty, bowever, favors
the view thuat e was twther g noble
sort of savige,

The first name oy
we ame ahle to dlentlfy as of New
York origin Is Sagaponack, which
now belongs (o o post office in the
town of Southumpton on Long Island,
gltuated on g tract of land  thus

. designated by the lndians, south of
Sag Hurbor, It means “n pluce where
Blg ground nuts grow,” 18 Interpreted
In the lnte Witriase Wannace Toog-
Er's work on “Indian Pluce Niunes
on Long Island.”  Sugaponack was
onee g resort of wolves, anlmals
which have long slnee disappeared
from the fuuna of New York; for It
Is first mentioned In the town records
in 1651 fu an order coneernlng a re-
ward for kllling wolves there,

Other New York nomes nmong Mes,
Witson's  seleetlons  from  Indian
gources nre Schencetndy nnd Scho-
doek and Schoharie and Shawangunk
and Shinoe Sehenectady signi-
fles “on that =hle of the Pluers,” In
the Government “Huandbook of Amer-
jenn Tolluns™ we wre told that this
refers to the lnrge number of pines
formerly growing between Albany and
Scehenectndy,  Schodack, meaning “at
the prairle.” was the anclent eapltal
of the Mohlecans on the slte where
Castleton now stunds ofi the banks
of tie Hudson ten miles helow Al-
bany.  Sehoharie, which belng trans.

the list which

el

hawk viilage near the present Schos
harie,  Shawangunk the anelent
Tndbion e of the well kndwn group
af motitains o Ulster eonunty, loeally
prospines ) Shongan, I will probe
D ably b ditticult to tench muriners to

s

Intedd menns COriftwond,” wias g Me

pronounce thls name correctly. Some
of vs are old enough to remember
how, during the clvil war, the jackles
used to eall the monitor Minntonomoh
“My Aunt Don’'t Know Me."

Shinnecock I8 one of the most fa-
miliar Indian pince names on Long
Islund and, as uearly us can be Made
out, signifies an tract of level land,
Troxen says 1t first appears in the
Indian deed of Bouthampton executed
in 1640. We have not been able to
discover the source of Mrs, WirLsoX's
8"lekshinny, unless it Is another form
of Shikshichena, the name of n band
of the Upper Yankton Sioux, which
ia glven In the Government manual
ns meaning “bnd ones of different
kinde." It does not seem likely, how-
ever, that she would choose a name
having such an unplensant significa-
Ltion. Sallors would be apt to shun a
ahlp named “The Bad “Un”

Other singular selectlons on the
White House 11st of ships' nnmes nre
Suspecough and Skunkscut. Is Sus-
pecough pronounced Buspecoff or Sus-
pecow?  And what In the world does
Skunkscut stand for? We know that
the word skunk was applied by the
Kenneheck Indinns to the polecat, but
we cannot helleve thut any derivative
therefrom has heen knowlingly chiosen
for the nume of a vessel of the United
States,

A Rtrong and Confident France,

On his arelval in Franee NEwtox
D. Bakeg, the American Secretary of
War, could have still heard the echoes
of Premier CiemEscEAU's speech In
the French Chamber, g note of de-
flance to the enemies of the republie
nand Its expression of his own deter-
mination aumd* that of the natlon to
“continue the wur to the lust quuarter
of an hour"” must have given an ns-
surance of the fuith of the French
people In the posltion of France and
the outcome of the struggle.

UCiEMESCEAU, more than any other
Premler that Frowee has hod since
the war began, eoxiresses the spirit
of France, that spirit of determinn-
tlon whicrh gives strength to the
French line and which made possible
the victory of the Muarne and the re-
pulse of overwhelming German force
nt Verdun, The bhravery of the
Freuch people and the soundness of
their natlonal integrity have never
been questioned, The weakness has
been politleal. Four war Cablnets
have preceded the present Minlstry.,
They have all been made Inefliclent
and vulnernble by the susceptibility
of lesser Ministers to the influence of
an losldlous German propaganda
almed nt the corruption of high
French officinls, Mmoot and PaiNLEvE,
not less sincere nnd patriotic than

CrEMENCEAT, were unable to cope
with this treachery.
Old “Tiger” Crovexcear pelther

compromised with treason nor walted
for the results of 118 working to ere-
ate o oserlous perll to the natlon,
He pounced upon Bololsm us soon ns
he becume Premier: he halted the ae-
tivities of Cantravs nnd Marvy with-
out walting for the results of thelr
schemes to be manifested, e was
not afraid to risk the existence of
his Ministry upon the test, It was
by thls method, so characteristie of
the man's mental and physleal fenr-
lessness, thnt he expressed the posl-
tion of France, In “an unlucky mo-
ment,” says the report of the pro-
cosdlngs In the Chamber, M. Rexauv-
prL, the Soclalist leader, challenged
him to accept the respansibliity for
severe attacks upon the party, M.
CreMexceat bounded to the tribune
with the vigor of n man of thirty."
When he quitted the teibune a reso-
latlon of contldence In the Govern-
ment wus voied by 400 against 705,
Whnt he sulid was as follows

“Thers Is only one thing to dn, and
that Is to get on with the war and noth-
ing but the war. Bleating about peace
will not crush Prusalan milltarlsm. War
and nothing but war must be the only
thought. In all wara he is the con-
queror who can helleve & quarter of an
hour longer than his adversary that he
is mot heaten. I shall continue the war
to the last quarter of an hour, for the
Inet quarter of an hour will be ours."

There Is inspiration lo this for the
Ameriean War  Secretary now  In
France nud for the 10,000 new Amer-
fean soldlers who have Just arrived
there. It Is the sentiment of n val-
junt and confident France expressed
by 0 SITONE, COUrARCOUS min,

Kill the Vile Carp.

In one locallty In Orange county
the ban against killing earp has heen
1fted, nod thers comes with the an-
nouncement the plensing assurance
that the same privilege of extermina-
tion will be soon extended to other
plices in the State.

This will be heartenlng news to all
anglers. The carp Is an enemy allen,
He was speaked [nto onr good Amerl-
cAn SITeAms years ngo, n clenr case of
Germnn propaguandn,  We did not
know s much about Germans and
German earp then as we do now. If
it were printable, what we have slnce
learned about Germuans would fill a
Ithrary, and what our Amerlean an-
glers have lenrned nhout German earp
woulill 111 another,  Were our anglers'
carp lore steippisd of lte perhoaps Ir-
relevant, but comforting, expletive
decorntlons, It would be perhaps ma-
terlnlly redueed In volume but would
still remaln an Impoelng evllection
of plscatoriul liternture, which If
properly distribnted would go far to-
ward driving the last carp from our
houne waters,

The streams of Ohlo, Indinna, 111-
nols nnd other Western Stotes have
been ruvaged by earp until there s
hardly o decent, self-respecting Amer-
.Irn:: fi=ly left in them.  Onee they
were swarming with blg, strong, cleun
river  bass, these same Weslern

streams, nnd a mighty gnme customer

to handle that river bass was, even
when you got him firmly hooked. He
fought every inch of the way to the

landing, and then he fought some

more, % lncerated fingers of the un-
wary bore much testimony.

But the vile, slimy, mud grovelling
earp hns Just about exterminuted our
fine river bass now. Not in falr fight,
of conres, One able bodied American
river bnes would clean out a whole
shock unit school of carp and turn
them into carp hash so fast that antl-
carp legisiation would long ago have
been superfluous. And nobody knows
that better than Brer Carp. He never
fights, He lies low,
under wanter a carp wants Is n river
bass fight. But he does dote on river
bass eggs. When Mr. and Mrs, Bass
are awny from home looking for a

tussle with an open, falr fighting

angler foe, then out of that camou-

finge of sedimentary Oith he loves so
the missionary of submarine
kultur omerges and murders a help-
less family of milllons op so little
Then he

well

bass children In thelr beds.
goes to the nearest rewer mouth and
wallows and swallows there, n swim-
ming stench, until he I8 ready to go
off on another baby killing rald.

So that now when you drop your

hook In one of those Western streams
out of which perchance in hoyhood
you have pulled many a fine, fighting,
clean fleshed Amerlean bass, you get
u slow, sodden pull and 1ift up n dend

loud of n foot or so of foul, sewnge

sonked Deutschiland (iber Alles, Noth-
ing lacking save the splked helmet,
Let the antl-carp erusade go on!

Breeches or Trousers for Non-Com-

batant Army OfMcers?

There was o note of asperity In
some of the letters asking Tur Svx
to demand long trousers as part of
the uniform of civillans to whom com-
misslons in the army are glven with

no expectation that they shall ever

perform any other than eclericul duty.

We regret to find this note In much

discusslon of this subject. While it
Is undoubtedly true that many of
these young civliians obtained thelr
commissions through soclal or politl-

cal Influence, nod thereby crented re-

sentiment which is being expressed,
and true. too, that the commonplice
desk dutles they perform conld be us
well done If they were ¢lvil rervice
appaintees nml deew clvll serviee in-
stead of army officers’ pny, there yet
muy be good reason why some should

holid commissions and wear breeches,

pollshed puttees and spurs

There may be o reason for the mar-
tlnl unlforms gracefully worn by the
young gentlemen drawing officers’ sal-
arles for sitting in suuny rooms over-
looking the romantie 'otomac, lel-
surely engoaged in filing Index enrds or
mnking press eoples of furm orders
for bacon nnd condensed milk.

desire to quiet resentment until a
remedy may be applisd to the njus-
tiee, i injustice exist,

The Wnr Department may
clnssify these commissioned nnd unl-

formed clerks and deprive those who

really are performing olvil, not mar-
tial, duties of their putress and spurs,
nnd drape thelr soft il graceful legs

in trousers& ‘Then puttec<, whether of
canvas or polished leather, will he
the
wenrers belong to the fighting arm of
the serviee, trousers to the gentler

token to all who observe that

but necessary civil serviee,

To the first news of the capture of
the young aviator, Tuomas HiTcH-
ook, Jr, is added the very welcome
report that he was not wounded In the
encounter that brought him and his

machine to the ground within the Ger-
man lines. For a youth of his yvears,
scarcely more than 17, he liax mnde an
unusually brilllant record of achieve-
ments. The French Government rec-

ognlzed hia skill and daring hy avard-
ing to him the prized Croix de Guerre,

The kevenest disappointment tn this

splendid young American must be the

fart that he may be no longer able tn

render service to the cause which he

had espoused with all the spirit and
enthustasm of youth,

Why doesn’t the Food Administrator
puhlish the namea of the offending

restaurants? Or would that let the
offendern’ patrons know that they
must dine elsewhere for a day and
thus give comfort to accomplices?

The plgeon that took twenty-four
hours to flee from Washington to New
York may have had IRled Tape around

its wings,

Ar the Btate Department shut Amer-
wean tourlsts out of Cuba it

to the little republie.
scarcely more than that which Is an-

unlly a2pent in Huvana for mantillas

und I'nnama hata

The IMusslan revolution started a

vear ago and {t lg still impossible to
see the spokes of the pinwheel,

An American Secretary of War haa

arrived In & French capital after croas-
Ing a hody of water in a conveyance
ndapied to navigution

EVEN A SQUAB WILL TURN.
She Thrusts a Tender Quill at Hen

Playwrights,

To Tue Emron oF THe Sun—8ir: A
fe'v nights ago I maw the out of Lown

rroduction of “*The Ejuub Parm' which
i34 1o be seen In New York woop,

who are In that profession,

The last thing

We
make the sugzestion beenuse of our

Inter

is only
fo.r that n loan of $15,000.000 be made
The amount iu

Al W
young woman engaged In moving pleture |
work 1 protest agalpst the Insult to um
It insults
not only the giris but moving pleture di-
rectors alno, and it castas discredit, too,

i g i -
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THE PROHIPITION AMEND.
MENT.

The Counsel for the Hotel Pro-
prietors Disensses, Temperately and
Tentatively, Its Varlous Aspects.
To THn Eoiton or Tie SuN-—=Fir: May

1 hava space Iin Tum Sun to comment

upon your editorial of to-day entitied

"“The Tremendous Forcs of Prohibition

Bentiment"? 1 ask this not only for

mysalf, but for the leading hotel propriey

tora of this city, who, through Mr. Bow-
man of the Blltmore, have consulted ma
as to whethar or not It & worth thair
while or anybody's while to undertake
to meet that Tremandous Fores and, If
#o, how It might he done, Without yel
answering thelr nuestion 1 have ven-
tured to say, platitudinouns as !t may be,
that It Is always worth while to stand
and fAxht for what Is Just and wensible,
and that our hietory from the beginning
has proved that the American peogle Is

& good court before which to make an

honest fight for a just and trus verdict.
Yen, you did point oul last week that

the Conetitution of the United Riates
nelther contemnplates nor recognizes any
refersndum of the mort propomed by Hen-
ater Emerson and Assemblyman Ma-
lone. You dld show that the only meth-
ods of ratification are by the votes of

the Legislutures or by the actlion of n

specially called convention, But you

dld not point out and you have Ignored

the fact that never before wna It under-

taken to put Inte the Constitution of the

United Biatea a regulation of human

habit; and It does weem to & reasonable

mind, does It not, that befors that is
done It might be well to consult the peo-
ple.  Nobhody can say that their action
will, in accordance with the Constitu-
tion, amend (t. Their action will simply
inetruct thalr respective Lemisintures.

Hut why should not thelr Leglslatures

seek thelr Instructlion before a thing s

dons that makes our Constitution not a

mohieme of government, with security for

Individual rights, but also, and In a

novel way, a ruls to control personal
habits?
From the First to the Bevanteenth

Amendment of the Constitutlon each
In a declaration of [adividunl lberty,
and never once an abridgment of It
Congreas oan make no law sstablishing
a religlon or abridging freedom of
epeech or of the press, It must not In-
terfere with the right of the people In
an organizsed way to keep and bear
arma for the protectlon of the Srtate.
People's houses cannot bhe Invaded for
rrirches and selzures, as Judge Dele-
hanty has just polnted oul. Persons
cannot be put twlce In jeopardy, or be
compelled  to  testify  against  gnem-
selven, or be deprived of life, liberty or
oroperty without dus provess of law.
We are entitled th a speady and a
publle trial, and withesses cannot tes-
tity agaltust us in our abfence from the
court room, amn! cxcessive ball shall
not ha raquired of us. nor  crue!
o unusukl punishments inflicted upon
ux when we have done & Wrong,
and there shall b no plavery or In-
voluntary servitude, and States shall
not make laws thut abridge the privi-
leges and Iminunities of cltizens of the
United Rtates guaranteed to them all
by our Conustitution. And nelther race
nar color o0 previous eondition of ser-
vitude mhall be the excuse for denying
1o ue, or any of us, the righis that the
Constitution affords,

And in all the seventeen amendments
there in no ona which ts nnt u restric.
Loty upon Congres=s und tlie Loginintysos
in the nterst of relividoal libereey, une-
iess the sixteenth mny be wo congideroml,
which siye that Cougregs may  tex
Invomes.

Now, here I8 a new thing Hecanuse
you think that aleohsl Instillad Inte
heveruges  and  taken  into peapla’s
stomachs diztorts their munds, Injures
ther lieaith apd tenda to eteite thom ta
their own und other people’s harm, vou
want the Constlitution to e s=o amended
that no =uch bheverage may he made or
mixed, and you want that th be dans
by & two-thirds malorily vote af about
tan thousand men No as to esntrol the
dally habit of one hundred milllons In-
cluding the membars of Congross and
all the members of every lLeglslature of
our country, there sre 10t mors than
ten thousand of them: and you hold
that bhecause the Constitution has made
them efMclent, as they have been off-
clent, In ordaining rules of tndlvidual
Hharty, they should now be sufficlent to
ordain a rule to regulate amd restrict
human habit,

In law, perhaps, Mough a conslderabls

matter over, It may be that they wil|l be
suMelent. But the question !s, Is that
a tlght or sennible or just way 1o get
piut a reaponable solutlon of the lHauor
protlem? I oam trying to ascertain just
much the United States, for the
"W ent of ta expenses, amd each State,
eich county In each Siate, ench munlei-
pility and township in each State, for
tha pasment of their expenses. would
ione In taxes If this Pedoriad sunendment
parges 1 hiave not got the flgures yet,
hut they mudt show that the luss will be
tremerudons. You truly, that the
peohibition sentiment 1o tremaiidons ; that
it i manifesting dtself cvervwhere . that
mohihition never ealied faxt
. so constderably s during the year
Just  past aml that the elrcamstanens
v lileh have produced that resplt are the
war, the woman vole and the krow'ing
feeling on the part of temporiate cltimens
tnut they want to promote the war and
ihat they have w certaln sympathy with
A wifesn wril a mothers natred of the
saloon, You pul it perfectiy

But 18 abh=olute prohibition, tha peahi-
bitlon nf heers to workinemen wlhien thev
wave finlshed a dav's work, the prohibi-
tion of wines at dinner In himen and
hotels, from the sales of which, If per-
mitted, enormous revenues (n this tiane
of war, when we are spending for war
purposes milllons of dollars o day, rould
be derived—is this abaalute prohiibition
recomsary to the ends that the prohihi-
tionists avew? 1s# 1t Just to our peopla?
Tn 1t wihsely to Ba put Into o Corstitution
which, untll now, his been no other than
A plun of government and a bill of
rights? Is it right thet such n deninl
of rigtt should be nade by 10,000 per-
wwtin o bind 100,000 000 of other pers
nna withiout those other persons huving
ansthing to say? They might not wunt
to have apvthing to wmiy where, as in the
inetance of every other an Ltnent
the Constitution, thelr fodividual
dom of actlon & nsserted and iwalntained
Hut hera their Individunl freedom of ac-
tion In denled. Should thix b dene ‘n

Tow

sayv,

s L

(L1
frees

an & director who Is world famous, Call- that way merely berause that in the way
ink the girle In munical plays “squaby’ | BY Which the Constitution his beer hore-
und chlokens wan bad enough. In The | tefore amended?

Sguab Farm'" we of the motion pleture

{aluatry are equally humiliated.

If we young women &re squabs, then
the middle aged women who write plays

ahout us are hens—old hens
Manoansr MIDDLETON.
New Yomxk. March 12
.
From tke Detroil Free Pross,

A guarter
A day

Keeps the Germans
Away.

1 have not yet told my client, Mr,
Bowman, and thoss whom he ropies-
ents, whether or mnot 1 think there in
any use asking you and all the nther
wyencies through which publie opinion
can be Informed and persuaded 1o ba
not In a hurry, to walt untl all the
facts are befora you, and even then to
walt untll you have thought them over,
My own view In:

(1) That no amendment to the Cone
stitution will tolernted by the Hu-
preme Court which provides for ta

aumber of good lawyers are thinking the |

b 4 . Y J
4 A= o ' ol Y A
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enforcement any other than Federal
authority and Federal action,

(2) That the manufacture of bever-
ages contalning mors than a cartaln
percentage of alcohol s really the
thing that the people want to get at—
that Is, at whiskey, rum, champagne,

(8) Toat there i» no good reason to
forbld the opportunity to workingmen
to take n glams of bheer In thelr lunch
hour, an theler way home from work, or
At the mupper tahla; and that there in
no reason why & jnan in his home
should not serve to his family and his
muesta & hottle of llght wine, or why my
cllents, the hotels, shouid not be per-
mitted to serve to thelr guests these
healthful and In no ordinary way dan
gerous drinkn,

(4) That there ia no reason why the
large revenues which might accrue to
the Federal Government. the Htale Gov-
ernments, the munlicipalities, countlea
and towns from the pale of beers and
Hght wines should not now go (o the re-
lief of the indiyidual taxpayer In the
awful demands that are belag and must
hereafter be made upon him; and

Finally, that tha advocaten of the Fed-
eral amendmeant are golng too far, and
by going too far are likely to get them-
sslves into the sltuation where the Bu-
prema Court of tha United States will
say that Congress has enacted and has
submitted to the State Leglslatures and
the Legislatures have approved some-
thing which Is not within the view of
the Amerlean Constitution and may not
be added. under its provisions, to ths or-
ganic law of the nation,

If the provislons of the Constitutlon
A8 to how an amendment cAn be made
Are to be appealed to without any ref-
erance (o the people themselves, then It
would seem to me that the purposss of
the Constitution will be considered by
the courta, and that the attemptl to put
Into it somethine that Is not within ita
conteplation will be looked at severely.
Whether or not Congress had n right to
present to the Legislatures the proposl-
tion that Is now before them in the form
In which [t |s befors them Is & doubt-
ful proposition, and If a result can be
got that eatisfles public oplnion without
putting this question to the test, I
should think that reault prefernl's

Lesurn Euo cliian

NEw York, March 12,
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THE SIBERIAN QUESTION.

Mr. Maurice Leon's Suggested Plan of
Operations on the Eastern Fronmt.

To tiue Epitor oF Tue SUx—S8ir: The
Jupatiens are a highly susceptible people ;
while they make it & point of honor to
Justlfy those who esteem and trust them,
with them, as with meost people, mia.
trust engenders mistrust, and should they
e treated an a nation incapable of dis-
Interestednesa, the consequences would
be auch e might easily bo foreseen,

The situation calls for a positive rather
than a negative attitude on the part of
tie United States. Instesd of merely
“refuslig to assume responsibiiity™ we
wnould fuea oll our responsibilitles and
Invite Japan to do llkewiss," For we are
hoth engaged In n struggle the object of
wlilch in the same for nll belligerents on
our side, naniely, the Jdefence of the b
ectlen of the world now imperilled by
GUrInan aKgression,

Huch & positive attitude on our part
might ha expressed to Japan In some
suUch way as thin:

The United States ia sending to the
western front s great army to Insure
its effective partichpation in the cominon
struzgle. 1In return the Upited States
#Eis and expects nothing by way of re-
wund, being content with the securily
which victory will give to its [nstitutions
atid tha vindication of the principles to
perpetunte  which  this  natlon was
founded. The Awmerican army is being
utilized on the western front becouse It
can he most effective there. The United
States weliomes o ke offort by Japan
on the castern front, where Japan's par-
tielpation mumst prove iosxt effective, It
should be explleit!y understood and an-
nauiced to the world {n that connection
that Japan, like the Usnited States, ex-
pects ndthing Ly way of reward In return
for the vooperation of ita farces on the
castern front, Such w declaration 1a nec-
cse oy in order that the fussian peaple
may welcome the Japaness forces as
feionde. Everything likely to insure that
result ghould he done.  Accordingly. the
American forces having s aecepted the
unity of comimand gt peesernt in foree over
the Allled armies, 1t should be underatood
that the Japansss armiss operating on
i easters front are subject to the same
dire-tion  In order to give the Hussinn
people tanglble evilence thay the Japa-
fese forees tn Husslan territory ure there
to earry aut only the cominon purpose
of the Alles, the expedition should ine
clude an Americin brigade, =ueh ¥French
prad Hritish forves as can convenlently
e utiliand and w staff of oMicers of the
armie= of the United States, France and
taweat KHritaln 1o serve an representativen
of the Allled War Council which directa
all military operations of the Allles, in-
cluding those on the castorn front, One
of the dutics of that #1aff would be (o
estuhllsh  relntions with  all Russian
forces willing to oppoke the Uermana and
Inpure thelr cooperntion as part of the
Allled armlies on the eastern fromt

1o I8 A programme {nsuring for the
United States and Japnn perfect oquality
of prestige amd purpose in the general
plan, and giving Russin  needed help,
with assurances that she can accept it
without fear, Marncs LEow.

New Yong, March 12

SELF-SACRIFICE, TOO.

It Is a Virtoe Companion to “Honor,
Courage and Sell-Rellance."

To TME Epitor oF Tie SuN—-Sir: Wi
Tue SuN Kindly enlighten ut least one
of Its perplexed readera?

fong wgo from remding yYour puper 1
conctuded that you taught the most
wurthy charncteristics for man to ¢ulti-
vate woera honor, cournge and self-rells
ance. Witnesa, for Inslance, ¥our nu.
merous protesta  agalust  paternallstic
guvernment, your impatience with those
who excuse on the grounds of or plead
fow wnges us g cause for moru] delin-
quenacies, your own long, «allant and ex-
porsive fight far the ope shop.  Those
ywere only a few phases of your working
| geaernlizutions 4 ha least governed
| people nes the o enverned paople” |
that the mn wlw wre  cduvated,
pelf-reliant i Ui geun, the BITonger
will be thelr nation; In fact, thiut & true
and Iasting demoersey ls  Iimposalble
otherwine; that there are eternal laws,
such as thoss of supply and demand and
cause and effect, for Instance, and that
all attenmpts of legisiatures (o the con-
trary wre futile, In foct Injurioun

If my understanding of your principles
Is currect, whereln am I at fault in not
Leing able to reconolle them with your
gtand for Federal prohibitlon?

Josery Hamrr,

New' Yonx, March 12,

Mpring Zephyre.
From the Fpringfield Umion,
Bpring bresthes & genile aephyr,
Wao anift wpice Inden brerses;

Then changing mood—sha blows &

That turns our sniffs (o sneexzen. Yo

somerthing of our own,
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THEY SERVE THEIR COUN-

TRY.

The Non-Combatant Officers Do Thelr
Duty: Let Others Imitate Them.

To Titk Kprtor or Tim SUN—&ir: T
have from time to time seen upon the
editorinl page of your paper letters from
various personw, evidently entirely un-
acquainted with military aftairs, referring
tn “uniformed slackers,” “desk warriors”
&o., and speaking In most disparaging
tarms of ofMcers whose duties, either
temporarily or permanentiy—for the
writers of these letters certainly have no
meane of knowing which—require their
presence behind a desk.

I don't know who “Observer” s, nor do
I much enre, but hiz Is the viewpoint of
the narrow minded ecivillan who does
so much harm to the service. Does
“Observar” think that thess oficers to
wham he refers, whether they be In
New York or Washington, have anything
to say about where they shall be sta-
tioned or why, or how long or whather
they shall be behind & desk or in the
fleld?

Does “Observer’ reallza that every
officer In mccepting his comminalon, no
matter In what branch of the service,
assumes solemn obligations and dutles,
and that ao long as he wears tha uniform
of the United Ktates Army he is not his
own master? Does “Observer” realize
that thess officara who crowd Wanshing-
ton and New York and other cities are
sent there by their Government to do
work that Is necessary, and In many
canes far from pleasant?

Doen he realize that these officers are
ment from place to place often upun an
hiour's notice; thut not ona of them can
make definite plans for anything: that
any one of them knows when he goes
to his oMce that he may fAind orders for
Franca awalling him, and incldentally
{6 praying that he may?

And "Obsarver” calls these men “desk
warriora” !

1 am afrald “Observer” would make
& poor soldler. He places service to his
(iovernment in m secondary place. Hut
why mot Iet him be content in doing
nothing rather than in trying to carry
out destructive work?

I am writing without any senns of
personal injury, becauss T have heen In
active fleld service ever since War wWas
declared. 1 hope to continue to be, but
It 1 should ever be detalled to o deak 1
should like to meet “Observer’ and nak
him why thess officers mo annoy him
and Incidentally judge for myself just
how patriotio his feelings are.

KinsLer W, HBratvsoN,
Lieut. T. M. C., U. B. A,
Witi THE Corons, March 11,

THE LANGUAGE WE USE.

Indlana Teaches Amerlean, but Can-
not Hide Qur Debt to English.

Ta titr Evtror oF Tie Svy—Sir: 1
must deplora the superficial way In
which your correspondants diseusa what
latgunge l# used in these United States.
Why not go at once to the heart of the
question’

The centre of pepulation is located by
the last census "in southern Indiana,
in the western part of Bloomington city,
Monros county.”

The fArat section of the *Act to es-
tabliah & [University (n ths Rtate of
Indlana,” approved February 15, 1838,
under which the Btate University wmtill
operaten, roadn ayg follows

That thers ahail bs snd herapy la cree
ated and extablished s university adjacent
to the town of Rinom!ington, |la the countly
of Manrns, for the educatinn of ysuth in
the American, learncd and foreign lan-
guages * * * and [lterature.

For elghty years this umbilical Insti.
tution has been angaged In the patriotic
task of Americanising our language,
with the result that to-day the only
genuine literature we ponsess i that
produes) by Indiang. The eonnonde and
intellectunl corn of tie country leing
therefore saver), what mnatters 1t {f Fing-
lish s still occmsionally used for lows
brow purposes on the fringes of the
Union?®

In more serjous wvein, ot ma add
that the elliy sojson seems o have set
In on the castern front of Journaliam,
Dules est desipers In love, but these nre
mighty merious times  Hoth France and
England have contributed elements to
nur in«titutions and (deals, We have
blended those contributlons and added
It would be p
pity if under the name of “Americanizas-
tion” we should appear ansiour 1o em-
phinsize unimportant Aifferonors hetwean
s and them, rather than the great fun-
damentals that now unite us

Ixe not let us be teo proud to acknowl-
edge that whatever cither of thein may
hiave dona to ur in the pasmt. woe owe
both of them n tremendous  lebt ir
pride should lie rather in the fiuct that
wa are now so magnificently dimcharg-
ing that obligation. ALrrep Z, REkn.

Nrw Yomx, March 12,

CLOTHING THE DOG.
Does Too Much Wool Go Into Sweat-
ers for Petal

To THE 1iror o Tus Brx—gir: In
the imperatise need for conservation of
resosarien toward which we most prop-
erly must do all in our power, would It
noel fwe glesirabile 1o deprive our fuvored
dngs of their kult sweaters?

1f nil the lap dogs that are drageed
rrotectingly on a plece of taps through
our busy sivects were 1o give up thelr
winter garmont of wool gneounted skelns
cothd b put batter uwe, and the
el.minidtlon of thess poveringa from the
market would permit the wool thus saved
190 be made into scels and sweaters for
olr men, Rud no one & penny the worse,
exvept perhaps the dogs  And even they
might fAnd proud  consolstion in the
swenters of sl with which thele fond
owners would doubtiess provide them

Nse Who Saves,

NEw Yorx, March 12

| CLENH Y

A New Way to Save (Coal

To Tue Huituk oF THE SvN—Sir: 1
can poa where real eonservation of coal
¢s81 be accomplished nt a thne when
nelther the wige earner ror the home
would suffer Our schools have ten
weoka vacation, froin June to September
of each year. Would It not be beneflclal
to reduce the sununer vacation to about
flve woekn, and close the scthools durlng
th months of December and January, or

at nuy time during the winter monthe
wher, fuel conservatlon would ba ef-
feeted ? H B I,

New Havex, Conn,, March 12,

An Op-ilnlul ultel. 'l‘;luuun:.

Toaneg Forron or Tue 8ux—8ir: There
Is & close annlogy between the Confeder-
ate ronclnd Merrimune and the submarine
of the present day., But as the former
was conquered Just at the time when she
appeared to hiave things at her mercy,
wo, too, will the lntter be swept from
the seas by Ita superlor, Just us sure
as the enrth i8 round, somewhere in these
United Btates there I8 another John
Erlesson concelving s craft Lo overiake
and conquer the “"wolves of the sea.’

New Yonx, March 13, PosTive.

RAILROADS AND

LITICS IN THE

SOUTHERN STATES.

Acquirement of Great Political Influence by Rallroad Men a Natural Resl
of the Manner of Evelution of the Roads.

There s probably no more amusing
feature In American politica than the
palned and surprised note that comes
from many of the papers in the S8outh-
ern Btates over the frank and amiable
admiasion by Miiton H. Bmith, preal-
dent of the Louisville and Nashville
Rallroad Company, that it was for &
long time the custom of his road to
take a hand in politica in the several
States. The humor of the situation s
enhanced by the horror with which
some of the editorinl brethren view
the statement that rallroad money
wan placed politically whera It would
do the moat good. b

Mr, Smith has mnde no startling
admission, He has merely told the
whole country what everibody In the
Houthern Btates knew for twenty-five

years or more. Particularly daid the |
persons who now chiefly affect sur-|

prise know the full and harrowing
facts.

The raliroad participation in South-
ern politles came as an evolution and
nol as any sudden burst of genlus.
“orty yeara ago, when Birmingham
was in awaddling clothes, Chattanooga
the possessor of undeveloped iron and
coal territory and the ugriculiural
reglony were threaded by dirt roads
over which the recaleltrant mule might
drag n cotton cart If It hadn't rained
recently, the leading citizens of every

town organized town meetings to per- |

suade the rallrond promoter and
owner to extend their lines,

In many casca the citlzens of Hog
Hollow, Blue Goose and Hale's Croas
Hoads subscribed to the stock of the
roads to Induce the hullding of feeders.
The rollrowd man was looked upon as
u welcome ploneer and a public bene-
factor who wins to have great ald and
support. Kach community was glad
to extend any privilege to the bullders
to get the conxeguent development.

The time came when the communli-
tles DLullt up Ly rall development
prospered. They began (o sesk some-

thing from the roads that they once |
welcomed with such glee, and It le-|
came the chief joy of the rural jury!

to “soak the rallroad” for damages
when n cow was killed by a traln or
when the right of eminent domain was
Invoked for the tuking of A needed bit
of right of way.

With this evolution came the ern of
tie local attarney. The several 1oads,
neting  sometimes  In common ard
dWometimes  alone. sought out  the
bright young men who could get the
most local enthusinsm out of thelr
¢ounty conventions, who spoke most
plearingly upon the Subbath to the
answerers of the ahurchgolng bwll and
who therely had acquired
and appointed them local atlorneys,

They formed the basls of the rull-
road domination of Southern polltics
When the State convention
plong ench locul attorney might jgsue
as many pusses as he wanted for lils
folliswers, and the State capital found
that a muajarity of those pressnt und
participating, having trekked thither
on the road's frunk, were not Inciined
to throw stones at the hand that wiule
the paus,

Candidates, raking their cue from
the willngness of the roads to nilx
in politics, promptly proceeoded tp so
to it that ne campalgn fund lackad
the friendly aid of the rich road. Nat-
urally the roads took eare of their

own intercetz throuzh a system which | ern polities of the st bl
they had primarily stavted and which | was erected,

DOUGLASTON'S GAS.

Further Bemarks on Supply and De-
mand (n Remote Locallties,

To e FEortor oF THE SUN—~ir: The
treasurer of the Douglaston Clvle Asan-
ciation has much to say that is lauda-
tory of the Tublle Serviee Commission
in ordering the Queens Norough Gas

Company tn supply Douglaston with gas, !

Naturally, he does not refer to the fact
that the order will necessitate laying
flve miles of mains from the gas house
At Flushing aeross the dreary marshen
whivhh separite  Douglnston from  the
past of the clty, al an exponse which wan
caleylnted at §70.000 in 1914, and which
tw double thit to-day ! nor does it ap-
pear th hlm to be material that the
vield on the tnvestment, which  was es-
timated by the Appellate Division  at
about 215 per cent. In 1014, will be
nothing whatever to-day, owing to huge
Increases In costs,

The extension of a gas maln to Noug-
lagton, involving nan investment which
woild not yield a dollar of return o
the gns company, would add an amount
epqual to the entire cost of the main to
the value of Douglaston real  estate.
The enthusinsm of Douglaston property
pwuners over the “bonunza’ they expedct
to recelve through the instrumentality
of the Public Service Commission Is not
diMealt to understand, 1t I8 not o case
of “robbiug Peter to pay Taul’ but pf
robhing Peter to give ta Vaul Why
should Paul not he profuse in his ox-
presslons of gratitude and praise the
pobility of his bhenefactor?

“Think of any part of New Yaork oty
belng without gas,”' exclaims the treas-
urer of the Douglaston Assoclation. It
is Junt as well to econsider, also, that if
gus malng wers to be extended Lo every
farmbouse wnd  detechod  residetce In
Greater New York, i all  ite sparsely
pettied arean, now devotod largely (o ng-

ricultural purposes, the additienal in- |
ventment would 1ikke W necessary to
ralpe exieting rutes o all consumers,

even If capital could be secured for the
purpose.

On the 4th of this month the United
Statos Supreme Court held, In the Den-
ver Waler Company ocase, that s return
nf 428 per cent. on the lpvestmont
conflacatory, According to Edward Als-
worth Toss, writing In the current issyes
of the Independent, laon ‘Troiaky,
speaking for the Nalsheviki, sald that
they proposed to take over the factories
of Russin, wllowing the owners o return
of i or & per cont. on the investmont,

The Trublic Rervice Ix.
therefora, less liberal to ciuputd thin the

Ui gsion

Bolsheviki, although thera i a sulbitle
pympithy between  them Under  the
elreumstances the pEsoclation's «harie-
terization of the gas compuny  ad o

“Frusslan  gas  arlstocpace”
comprehenalble.  The dnstinet by
the victim who Is (o In
part of human nature
OTHER ILorLe’'s Maoser,
New Yonx, Mareh 12,

A Rind Word for Nrer Habbit,
Frowm the Heenham Hanwes Proas

Oue of the ndvattoges In raisiog
Inatend of chickens & that tho rebnll wan'g

Is  onslly

despalled is @

fy over the fence inte friend noighbor s
war gardon Atother advantags ., lipnr
Rah™it don't wake up art break o day,

whan sleep I8 mont enjovebie

~

influence,

ame |

=

e |

rabhite |

the politiclans found profitabie 1o ¢y
Livate,

Thus it cames sbout that tihe Kigy
of Tennesses, had It looked witl |,
quiring eyes, might have akcertalned
that the Democratic State Comnition .
campalgn fund in many a race ore
at ita head the generous $6.000 from
the Loulsville and Nashville, while 11
opposing  Republlean  fund ey
along behind an ldentical conieihuiog,
from the same source,

‘ Mr, Smith might have told his by e
|m the other day that political .
| BRers went around to solelt such (.
| tributions and that the legal degart -
| ment of the road was froquently st
| with urgent requests for politleul g

| Did the pupers and the puiiticinng
know L7

They dld.

Twenty years ngo a famous .
tucky Inwyer was an active workes for
| the road and held court at Noshyiie
lat the old Muxwell House, In q':nrruﬁ
| that were an well known and aw fre.
| nuently visitad aa the Governors ofMes
There wasn't any secret about |1
l One of the best known rallro] tien
|nr the perlod once told the writer f
| this articlo that he had glven toy.
|nndn of pasaes to one membor of ()0
| Legislature who largely held 1« pos:
by the proceas of bringing lis con-
stituents, fare free, over the lines
|Muur of the membera actualle b
| blocks of blank passes that they might
i out at will, and n simple reques
| from any member would bring a pans
Jor a friend In need,

! The Loulaville nnd Nashville was by
| no meannsalone. What it did in Tennes-
| see, Alabama and Georgla, to say notl.
{ing of Kentueky. the Southern dig
| from Maryland to New Orleans, with

the Ilinois Central tapping the valiey

through Kentucky, Tennessee, Miasis.
| alppl and Loufsinna, and the Misso.ri

Paclfic, the Cotton Belt, the Frisco nngd

their nolghbora handling the distrier

| weat of the big river,
i The lesser roads came along (o
joln thelr more Important frienas
No more formidable politlen! orgun-
7atlon was ever made In the country
It controlled nominations, electinne
jand Inws, It was an element as well
| defined and 1 well known as the pro.
hibition Issue.

It was at first not considered a
monace. HRallroad attornevs ipn tlse
dayas were not classed as malefac.
tors, and to represent a big rond was
i post of konor. Hut the licom.
ing of the new régime brought at-
tacks from many sides, and the rogds
themselves withdrew from the wetivs
itles of the earller days ty & lirge oy-
tent,

Reformers who had come into .
tics without being able ta find fuvor
with  the established order thpw
stones at thoxe wha would net re-
[ eelve them with open arms. and 1le
remurknble evolutlon made turgets of
| the very men wlho twenty years lo.

fore had been asked by the town nss

meeting to come to the uld of the
vility.
That both sides ahused the svet e

o without guestion.  Thut §t | eige

many instances of the ilsuge of po.

Htien] power I8 suare, Byt that
«ystem was a hidden thing, utihoown
| 1o the prers and to politios, I whs i
untrue. To pretend Jgnorance of
| workings Is to acknowledge that e
[ lias no Information whatever oo orn
INg the stracturs upon whjel =0 0

mracd
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THE NORTHERN LIGHTS.

Last Week's Display Recalls u oy
Angeles Alarm of Fire In the "sos,
ToTie Kriror oy THe Svs. e

i EFeRl many people fatlod 1o v oo

the recent display of norihees ligtits in

not surprising. for it is whout thirty-fiva

?’kﬂrl Bince A mpectiels a8 gt t

OAaf oncurred In that

Feneration ham  parsed

younger one has appeare |

That any ene tridsed 11 the o
tlon of such phennmean should L)
FeCORNIZS nn AuTord, liowever, s net
Iig; for a hore ¥pleal aurorn lios
ceeurred In this Jatitude 10 nore
Ly vaurs.

Early in the 'S$0s an unusualh
spot appeared on the sun, Iarge o
1o e vislble to the naled eyo. Sudils
a rapld movement win o ke el
oped and the spot disnppearst o
ot with ihls disturiancs thei ¢
bellltant Aeplays of porthern 1200
cver the wastern hermispliers )
time i magnetle observitory was Looa

It

time Wn Ghijer

Wany atel &

[
flun wy
e vy

In Los Angelea and the magie |« =then

registered on the principal nag: o

Wit s0 Violent that the pogistrat! L]
Mogt of the *vle

g eireylis were b UL

sipaeratod
oy bitterles, and many of the 3 e
Pt out of husiness by strons vart!
| poeite Ithough, of oour

Vislble. the display mnd e
| imagnetic disturbanoe oo
Luat the dayiighe perlod
| When the red flushes et wess
[ In Lom Angoles o general fiee b
sennded, atid i striot rerr
nf the case Impels sue ta 4 1 ¢
| helped to pull & hose cart up *00
|fle strect WUl that night

1“"" i complete blur,

w
| MotUNT Vorson, Maret 1.
| ———

New York's Year of Frohlhition

To THE Formox oF The St & )
the, prohibitionists 0l
o win & wwiomph o New Y '

o ety e

v wns Myron H clark ol
ornop® Fiowann K Lo
Mureh L3

Euizanerie, N. 1.,
Clark, wiio was electod dioner
New YOork in 1854, was supg ot

the profilbitionists as well s
Rlavery witigs of the Whie et
eratis partics  Some of His -

ealied themselves “Bepub LY
first usoy of the word n i i
1 pirly name,  Doplose el

WErGLion o LW wirs passiad 1o
the sale of ligunrs except for o
mul, ehiemndeal and medicnd uses
in operation from Apreil .
May, 180648, when the fonare of A
Idecinred 1t uneoanstitatiog !

1 The Welcone.

! Frown the Ailawta (onpiifn
Aa g'nd e ail creatinn
lard of a little loar

That bloome into n wa! .en
AN waves B welr [ CS

1 hiear the oorn hiades rastie
And *tis an it ther sa'd

A 121%e 1t fih & Ji0tle gt
A spacs thint Yooma (o

“Aundl pleasant phaile af fry t »
Where apringiims mapsts uf

Noowonder at
Thanks God,

groumAn

thie fhasie
Whn biessed
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