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ASKED- - George Bernard Shaw

I tho other day, "Why Is It that
of twenty-nin- e London thea

tres only tour are presenting plays of
ny dramatic value?". "Because I

.haven't , tim to write tor th lot

.of them,?, was his characteristically
modest retort. "If I had perhaps

'you'd better ask them if they'd Ilko
me to Drat. I'm too busy!" Another
day I mot O. B. S. on the escalator
of tho underground railway. "These
confounded things!" ho growled over
hts beard. "I've had timo to wrlto a
page and a half of a play slnco wo
came up."

Now, If Shaw makes two trips a day
on the electric a true Socialist never
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travels otherwise any school boy can
figure It out, that Is twenty-on- e pages
a week; one play every three months;
four a year. What happens to these
plays?

And what has become of that trium-
virate, Barrle, PInero and Shaw?
Their combined efforts lajt year gave
the English stage two plays and a

ketch. Who knows but what tho
gaunt Fabian may even now be

perpetration of a apec-tacul- ar

revue upon the unsuspecting
world. Pinero, may bo, is deep In tho
travail of a crook play, and Barrio
tuck for a couplet In a musical com-

edy. In the nonce able pens have
utepped Into the breach. May bo lack-
ing tho glowing satire, tho Intensive
retrospective of conventions; tho arti-
ficial technique of "Ilia House In
Order"; tho bubbling phantasy of
Peter, but the now stuff is good stuff.
Artificiality has been sacrificed to hu-
manity to Inspired realism. The new
order of playwrights is essentially real-
istic It does not wrap life In cotton
wool and set It up on some Impossible
pinnacle, but rather adds humor and
pathos and comedy to the every day.
There Is Harold Terry of "General

ost" fame; a young man, with a very
youthful appreciation of life, but withal
a keen sense of dramatic values. Som-
erset Maugham, who, apart from on
occasional lapse of maudlin sentiment,
lias given us some of tho most delight-
ful comedies of the day, A wide scopo

1HC ttKUOHLYN FLAYS.
"Love o' Mike," the musical

comedy .with George Haskell and
the original cast, will have a
week's engagement in the Ma-
jestic Theatre, beginning to-
morrow. The cast Includes
Clifton Webb, Max Leeds, Alan
Edwards, Clare Stratton, Ruth
Mabee and Alison McBain. '

"The Country Cousin," written
by Booth Tarkington and Julian
Street, with Alexandra Carlisle
as the cousin, has been booked
for a (return engagement in the
MontauTt Theatre, The original
cast('ifrom Ihe Gaiety Theatre
will .play it, including Clara
Blandick, Beatrice Noyes, Elea-- n

Gordon. Julia Stuart, John
Harwood, Charles Mackay and
Albert. Tavernier,

is proffered the able dramatist of y.

Kor 1P17 was by way of being the
most successful financial year on rec-
ord. Tho food queues In London to-

day line up along tho sidewalk, out-
side each provision shop, to tho length
of a block or more. The queues of
pcoplo waiting for the afternoon and
evening performances of the theatres
are usually double, sometimes liable
and quadruple that length. Britain
may have to forego her beef and her
butter, but sho positively, definitely
refuses to abandon her amusements.

Theatrical managers aro busier than
they have ever been before. De Cour-vlll- e

has something Uko ten plays In
courso of production. Manager Butt
anticipates putting on In tho near
future "Very Good Eddie," "Fair and
Wanner," "Tho Bird of Paradise" and
five other plays, musical, farcical and
fantastic.

Only last week a certain manager
with a new play endeavored to find a
theatre to stapo It. To his astonish-
ment not a theatre In Ixmdon was
vacant, nor would bo for three months.
That talented actress, Mario Lohr, pays
?7,fi00 a week for tho privilege of en-
tering Into management. And Tree's
handsome theatrt His Majesty's re-
cently changed hands to tho tune of
$600,000, the purchaser being Benson, a
nitrate merchant of Liverpool, who
Inst autumn gave $400,000 for the
Shaftersbury Theatre. In both In-

stances the leases are held by the firm
of Grossmlth & Laurlllard.

When tho run of "Chu Chin Chow"
Is concluded, however, there will still
be an interesting link between the old
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EMILY TRANCES HOOPER
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and tho new Ills Majesty's. The now
proprietors will, happily enough, be-

gin where Sir Herbert Tree left off,
inasmuch as It is their present Inten-
tion to mako their first production In
tho famous theatre the presentation of
the play "The Great Lover," upon
tho production of which Sir Herbert
was actually working at the time of
his death.

This theatrical affluence la attribut
able entirely to war Influence. There
is a constant floating population of
many thousand soldiers and Bailors
on their way to and from the front
Tho counter attractions of open-ai- r
exhibitions, skating rinks and dance
halls have been commandeered by the
Government for storage purposes.
Private dances nnd private parties are
tabooed. Tito theatre remains the only
amusement, nut where London has
gained the smaller towns have suffered
disastrously.

In all sixty-tw- o plays were pre-
sented in London last season. By order

LpUISE GROODY
in " TOOT-TOO- T.! ,

du VIEUX COLOMBIER. .

of number of performances the list
reads as follows:

Sttll runnlti
"Itomance," January 1 to December

31, 1917.
"Zlg-Zag- ," revue, 600 performances.
"Mnld of the Mountains," musical

comedy, ten months.
"Seven Days Leave," melodrama, eight

months.
"lleneral Post," comedy, seven months.
"Bubbly." revue, eight months.
"Inside the Lines," melodrama, eight

months.
"Carmlnetta," operetta, seven months.
"The Boy," musical comedy, seven

months.
"Itound the Map," revue, seven months.
"The Better 'Olo," melodrama, seven

months.
"Arletto," musical comedy, five months.
"The Yellow Ticket" melodrama Ave

months.
American productions.
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VIRGINIA BI?OOKS ht 'SINBAD'
Of those that have terminated the fol-

lowing were the most successful; '

"Damared Goods," drama, 211 per-
formances.

"Suzette," musical fantasy, 25C per-
formances.

"Under Cover." drams, six mouths.
"Ilanky-l'anky- ," revue, 164 perform-

ances.
"The Aristocrat," drama, 1D0.
"Kemnant," drama, 125.
'Threo Weeks," melodrama, 12(.
"The Misleading Lady," comedy, 10S.
American production.

The outstanding success of all plays
of tho season la r "Romance." This
perennially fresh silhouette of human
emotions bids fair to outlast even the
drama ot war. The house Is as crowded
at every performance as It was In the
first month of production. Tho play
has totalled already 949 representa-
tions. And when later it celebrates its
1,000th birthday, it will create a rec--

Brooklyn Vaudeville and
Burlesque.

Blanche Ring will head the
programme in the Orpheum The-
atre this week, singing new as
well as her old songs. Pat
Rooney and Marion Bent will
present a new satire called "Over
Here." Jack Wilson will also
appear and the Ford Sisters will
dance their "Revue of 1918."
Larry Reilly .will sing ballads.
Gardner Hartman will sing and
be funny, and Adeline Francis
will have. her own voice as an ac-

companiment on the phonograph.
Carter de Haven and Flora

Parker will hold' first place in the
fiushwick Theatre, doing their
musical;' comedy act..' James and
Bonnie Thornton will-sin- g their
old songs. Gus Edwards will
present his "Band Box Revue."
W. J. (Sailor) Reilly, U. S. N.,
will sing patriotic and love songs
and Laura Burt, and company
will be seen;' In a. sketch, "The
Reclamation." Others, 'on the
programme will include Moss
and Frya.; Harry G. Richards and
Bessie Kyle and Jack and Cora.
Williams.

The "Speedway Girls" will oc-
cupy, the stage of the Star Thea-
tre this wcckV Thsjr comprise a
chorus of twenty girls. They
sjrs said to tts "classy."

THEATRE
ord unequajc;cj on tho London stage
fur Uib production of drainu.

Thii reclpo for Its success may bo
found In tho extraordinary attractive-- .
u""iui mo imoi ana ino rcmnrKSLoie
actlnjr of Porls Keane. Tho liUMr1 Ja
charmingly modest concerning her tri-
umph. "Jut a play that, suits mtV'
she claim. "A part I lovoj that offers
so many varieties of acting that 1 ciin
never grow tired of It." Her mannpor,
Louis Nethcrsole: "I foci confident that
with Miss Keano In the part of
Cavallnl tho play would bo succcsBful
any where In the world."

M. Doris Keane Is under contract
to net In another play when tho run
of "Itnmance" has concluded, after
Which she will be returning to America.

"Seven Days Leave," tho flnunclul
triumph of tho season, Is claimed by
those as bohitf "a rcpro- -

i sentatlon of natural everyday scenes.
played by familiar everyday charac-
ters." And "(Jeneml Post" that has
carried off both artistic and box ollloo
laurels. Is a good, clean comedy, with
an undertone a serious nolo running
through It. "General Post" Is the pick

f the three.
Hemlnlscent uf the Georgo

regime, and socond only to'
"Tho Merry Widow," was tho musical

omedy "Theodore & Co.," which ran
or over eighteen months at tho Gaiety,
Xmong other merits It possessed that
it popularizing Ieslle Henson, tho
.nost adaptable and versatile comedian
)f iminy yearn. Henson Is now scrv-n- g

with th British Army, but after
hc.war Intends visiting America.

Klghteen months, however, Is no ex-
traordinary period for the run of a
musical comedy. The leatt succeiwful
of them usually contrlvo to dawdle
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POP. MAT. WED,' REG. MAT. SAT.

out over a period Of six months. For
musical plays are very much tho rage
in Londonnowadays. Of twenty-nin- e

theatres, ho less' than fourteen aro pre-
senting musical comedies or revues.
Everywhere .expressed tht desire
for light 'stuff; catchy tunes, big spec-
tacular scenes', gay ly dressed choruses;

'and' everything
to turn, the mind from tho grim reali-
ties ot war.

"Arlette," a comic opera, so hit the
popular tnrto that with a five months
run to Its credit, it Is booked for
months ahead. "Pamela" embraces
0110 of the most
yet presented to tho playgolng public

Lily Elsie anil Owen Nnres, who
have been described as tho most hand-
some pair of lovers ever seen, and O.
P. Huntley. "The Boy." founded by
Fred Thompson upon Sir Arthur Pln-cro- 's

famous comedy "Tho
ha played to capacity business

from the first Even dur-
ing tho two heaviest air raid weeks
over $10,000 ,was taken on each oc-

casion. In "The Beauty Spot". Is Lon-
don's latest favorite, Mite. Regtno
F!nry, an artist of ver-
satility and vivacity, who eas-
ily In the footsteps of the fa-
mous leading ladles who have adorned
tho Gaiety stage. Her dance with Jun
Oy-r- a In tho Hashish' oplsodo Is said
to bo the most sensational yet seen In
town. And the most recent of all,
"Yes, Undo," claims tho record that
$60,000 worth of seats were sold be-

fore the first night.'

Borne one with an Inquisitive turn of
mind asked Arthur Hopkins the other
day how he chanced to revive Ibsen
at this time. Did he consider the timo

or what elements entered
Into the making of his decision?

"In the modern theatre," said Mr.
Hopkins, "ono must combine tho prac- -
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afAklaS A aSasaaSHV

4 . .V V . N . I

bHHK ''V'iBaaaaaaaH

FLORENCE MOORE in
"PARLOR, BiOROOMf itiBATH'

tlcal with tho Ideal If ho would keep
the wolf and tho Sheriff from the
door. This Is a lesson I have learned
at tho cost of $100,000, or such a mat-
ter.

"When It became evident that "The
Gipsy Trail' would not last the season
out nt tho Plymouth I began to cast
about for a successor. It Is 110 viola

AMI'NEMENTH.
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3 WEEKS AND THEN
THE POPULAR

MUCH DISCUSSED
SENSATIONAL SUCCESS

WHY
MARRY?

Dy Jie lncli Wllllanu,
Ulrrctlon V- Co.

Playti h Thit Distintuishti Cast:
Nil C. Goodwin

Edmund Brrcte I'jlelle Winwood
Shelley Hull Ernett Law ford

Becklry LotuiRobb

Will Leate en Tuc-Yt- Tour of
Country uilh Orifinal

Company Intact.

You'll Nevrr Forgnc
Yoiirtflf H You Mi It.
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Take the Hodge Curel
AMUSING AND WHOLESOMEI

Darnton, Ett. Worli,

i WILLIAMjraa

o
D
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"A CURE FOR CURABLES"

MOST ENTERTAINING PUY MR.
HODGE HAS HAD SINCE "THE MAN
FROM HOME!"

Stephtn Rathbun, Eitnini Sun.
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ACbfncoVBy Winchell Smith and Victor tispfJ
wiln 0RI6IWAI BaASCO THEATRE CAST

Vk ofnarchc EMILY STEVENS
in The Madonna of trie Puttire

tion of confidence to state that things
with the theatre aro not what they
have been or will be when the war is
over. In New York thero have been
stretches of good business, but these
have ben intorwporwd with lapses of
very bad business, and the road Is al-

most impossible. I had several now
plays on hand that looked promising
in tho manuscript, but I did not care
to waste one of these on the tug end of
a bad season, particularly when a play
rarely ever carries through the sum-
mer or comes back completely after a
vacation,

"Tho problem then resolved Itself
Into a revival. I had often wanted to
do Ibsen; and from tho standpoint of
tho Plymouth, which is a now theatre,
and ono I am anxious to identify with
tlio better things of the drama, an Ib-

sen season seemed a particularly
happy thought. But would Ibsen nt
this time prove practical? I knew that
there was an Ibsen publlq that had' al-

ways proved loyal when tho oppor-
tunity was presented. tlhostV when
tho Washington Square group pre-
sented it last spring, scored a veritable
triumph. Then I found that I could
procure the services of Mme. Nazl-mov- a,

an actress whoso following has
never deserted her, and my mind was
made up. Alio I figured that after a
season devoted almost exclusively to
the lighter forms of dramatic enter-
tainment the public's taste was about
to swing around tho cycle to some-
thing more substantial.'

"So you see I chose Ibsen to satisfy
the ideal because It seemed flno
thing to do and the practical be-

cause It promised to prove, practical,
From the advance interest manifested
it would appear that my later premlso
was correct."

UNDER THE OF S. AND LEE INC.

Comedy
Pair

Beatrice

Chatlts

Lee Kugel announces for early pro
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I "ska. By Kenny olossom M I
I toci fMaevrcAu I

With WALTER CATLETT. I

Staa-e- by J. C. Huffman. I

"Light, frothy & frolicsome"
Alan Dalr, Amaictm.

"The music is delightful."
I'opc. Journal of Cummtrce.

H'WAY.
NOVELTY

FANNY AND FREDERIC

studio Satans and their innocent' prey.
"Amusing-- , racy, frequently

Eve. Globf.
"Amusing; pic-

ture of movie life,
filled pretty
women. " Herald.

"Entertaininc
and amusing."
Ilevwood Braun,
Tribune.

in

lines, clever situations;
commerce.
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"The most Stirring
play of the Season."

--wonr. i)

will begin his
SECOND MONTH

AT THE
SHUBERT

TnEATRP.Wt nt. Ev R 15.
Wed. Sat. Mala.

H'way & atuh HtCASINO Phons .148 OrMlov.
Evo. 8 13.MU. 2 I V

HTH MONTH IN N. Y. AND

STILL PACKED TO
TbeCOMHTOOK

Smartest
and Great-
est Musical
Comedy Hit
ol the Past
Ten Yeais.
PRICE9! 80c, 7.V. !. l.0. IS 00,
POP. MAT. WED.; IlEO. MAT. SAT,

LAST 2 WEEKS
Performance In New York

Haturday Night. March 30.

duction "Tin KM." n .

play by Maravsno
novelist, whoso novls 'Tcrsuait.
Peggy" and "The Woman's UZu. largo sale. Mrs. Thompson I, ,
prominent mmrnzlnn wrltr, cor.trr
ing to ilcClurc'a tho Amrrinn

"Tho Net" will have u spring opcil.ing in May and a week's
at the Bolasco Theatre In
In tho cast wUI be Iietla Jewel, Vvretired frorn the stage three year ...
to marry William G. Brown, Govern,
of West Virginia. Miss Jeel was wseen In New York as the ltadiT,'
woman with Otis Skinner. Others
tho cast aro Cliarles Mllward ati
Byron Beasley. "Tho Net" will CM,
In New York early In September.

Mr. Kugel also announces the
ductlon of a threo act comedy by m"'
lam IUthbun, a now author, ,2'
llmlnary tryout of comedy
take place In Juno and it will open in
New York In August.

Another production to Iks madt t v
Mr. Kugel will bo "Moral," a foreJrn
comedy, which is being adapts "0'r

the American stage by two prominent
writers.

Kmma Dunn in Rachel Crotlur.'.
comedy, "Old Lady 31," will cIojb her
season on March 23.

An announcement concernlnc tinnext Douglas Fairbanks picture to 1.
released under tho Artcrolt trulo
mark points out the fact that nlm,
post l'"alrbanks pictures have bwn
taken chiefly in tho open the new
film Is being staged virtually n W
entirety in interior scenes, depleting
the homo of a fashlonahln
family.

Wilfred Auckland, who Is rtsponi1.
bio for the spectacular settings in the
Cecil B. DeMllle productions, U rfrsonally supervising the furnishing,,,
tho interiors used in this now vs
hiclo for tho acrobatic Douglas.
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"Burns Mantle, Eie. Mail
, seldom dull," Louis Shtnrin,

"It has pep."
Eve. Journal .

"Plenty of
bright, sniile-evokin- g

lines." -
bltphm K'Uhbun,
Eve. Sun,

amusing comedy." Poyc, Journal v
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ST..W.OK PHONE BRYANT 4.10. KVOK.K 30.DlJUU ONLY IN TOWN!
"A true dramatization of Broadwv's curbstrinc scandals conccrninc

with

"Sufficient to warn persons who expect to find respectability
ordinary theatrical entertainments." De Foe, World.
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