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Could Handle Coal
to Great Advantage
Say Traffic Experts,
Especially for New
York and the East

By S. C. MEAD,
Secretary of the Merchants Association
of New York.

a PERI].\I'H vou have looked (rom a
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window of some swiftly movicg ex
press iruin ont of New York ey and
have noticed (e stagnant awd woeeds sar
foee of an artificial waterway  parallel
ing tlie lines of steel over which you were
fiying. You may have smiled af the mod-
esty of the demunds tut ever eouhd have
been satisfid with sueh inadeguate means,

If you are familiar with the New York
Central and  West
bhave seen the Frie Canal in ojwration -
a blunt nosad, unwields cannlboat dawn
at the end ol a long ropwe al o =snal’s naee
by a pair of mules.

The Old Canals.

Antiquaied and cumbersame as these
canals now seem to modern eves, there
was a time when they supplied the elpef
means of travel and freight tratlic. There
was a nelwork of them in the older East-
ern sections of the conntry.  The Con-
nectien!, tine Hudson, the Delaware, the
Susquehanna, the Potomae, the Vo and
other rivers were grest lighways of eom
meree whon  the republic was  young
These streams in course of jime v
nected by a network of eanal<. The con-
of the waterwai s due
largely 1o the vision of George Washing-
ton and other founders ol the nution

To the Frie Canal, which connected the
Hudson River with the Grent Lakes, and
to the Champlain Cansl, which joined the
Hudson to Lake Champlain and the St
Lawrence Iiver, the eity of New York
owes its preatuess. The vast
that was brought to the unegnailed har-
bor of the port of New York along these
walerways formed the foundation npon
which the munieipality, now the createst
eity in the world, was hased.

A Network of Waterways.

The Erie Canal was joined in i< west-
ern reaches by morth and =outh eanals
which connected it with the “Finger
Lakes,” extending its radins almost™ to
the l'mn.-'-.\!\'ania border and the eoal
fields of that State. In a simnlar manner
econals were built from the Huodson west
ward to the Delaware and {rom the Dela-
ware to the Sosquelunna, traversing the
anthraeit: firlds.

New Jersey was gridironed with art -
ficinl waterwavs extending trom the Ar-
lartic to the Delaware River and to Dela-
were Bay. Further sonth the Chesapeaks
and Ohio Canul, which joined the Poto-
mac with the Oho and feenished the
national capital with the prodicts of the
West Virginia eoal lield=, and other szater-
ways were built.

When the miracle of locomotion by
steam was wrought and fitty miles an
hour was substituted for three miles an
hour the cauals fell into disuse. Some
of thew, especially the privately ownad
eanals, were transiormed mto railroads,

Shore  lines  von

W=

cammeree

their levels furnishing a convenzent lwa
tion for tracks. Until recently they wer
almos: Torgoiten, or remembersd ot mos|
as emious relies of a bygone age, The
pames of them have been preserved in
the names of railroad lines, such as the
Delaware and Hadson, wlich took the
place of the old Delaware and Hudson
Cenal, the Morris and Es-ex in New Jer-
gexv and the Baltimore and Ohlo,
Relations With Railroads.
At flirst the recardml
ecanals as dangerons rvals, but as the
formet perfietad  with
huge locomotives, cars th:
matically londed and unloeded and ter.
minal facilities tarnished with ingenions
wppliances  this cmopelion wis eradu
ally dizregarded until the fear of the ral-
ronds that the eanals might cut into their
incomes  virtually  disappeared.  Thia
period of indiffervnee, which contmnoed
tor pearly half a eentury, was ibe period
during which the canal pri=ms we'e per-
mitted to il up with Jogs and carth, when

oir locks were allowed to fall into deca
t 5

v roands ths

were  gradually

i eonld be auto-

& _nd their banks to break down.

The marvellous storv of the relations
betwern the railroads and the canals, in-
volviee as i dees the wond=ilul gchieve-

Nation’s Canals
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pants ol aventive genins and of conston

tive enterprise and the stupendous growth
ol the nation’s commeree, has now er
tered upon o new chapter which 5 no L

those whirh have
The ratlroads, which had grows
co stronz that they had evased Lo tronble

tarvellons than

e
(L

.
Ll aree,

themselves about the canals, have saddenly
broken down under the task im}!nﬂ'-j npn
them amd the ecountry is thinking one:
spore of the canal system of a eentury aze
ps 0 omeans for moving the foel that
reeds to keep it warm and the tood tha
it requires to keep it alive,

The United States is passing throngh
= stage of experience that |
met by the older countries of Furope.

My oage was

England’s eanals are a fealure of ler
commereial lite. To what extent Fraoee,
Relgium, Holland and Germany  depend

doubtless been  notieed

read the war news lrom

upan them has
h_\' all who Lave
day to day, in which eanals are men
tionod almost as often us the rivers which
thev connect.

The Frie Canal. which was it by the
State of New York and not by povate
entorpri=e, i one of the most important
and sucees=tul canal systems in the workd.
Before tolls were abolished 1t Lad more
than paid its eost of construction aud op-
eration. .Along 15 banks the two great
vailroad sys<tems of the New York Cen-
tral and the West Shore were bailt. Tt
has profoundly influeneed railvond pates
thronghout the nited States

Forced Cut in Rates.

The New York Central Ralrowd was
compelled to establish rates which would
brine it tratlie ‘-:lii-- the eompetibion
of the canal rates.  The other raitlroads
had 1o aeeept the € ntral’s sehedale, hav-
me been tuught 1o do so by disastrous
rale wars whieh earvied riin amone them
aniil they nally cuwe to the conclusion
that 1t woull be wiser o wark in bar-
mony than a! eress purpeses,  The Erie
Canal, therefore, was practivally the only
efiective regulator of raileodd

Ly

Faale=
fore the peeent e<tablishiment ol tven’onineg
national and State commissions,

At one time there wad setions guestion
ot abamloning the Frie Canal entirels
Thiz was twenty e veurs or <o ago. The
bnsiness men of New York and Buffale,
who realiced thar the prosperdy ot (heae
two rreat citics was due to the canmeres
hrought to them orignally by the canal,
sucreeeded in preventing this mistake. In-
stead of abandwnment a poiny of m
provement was decided upon,

The small beginning made duriug the
adminiztration of Gov. Biack ended ia
Ji<aster, hat while Benjamin B (dell waa
Governor s ¢l

relelsiVe sraclie wis

;ldull'l'!] wlieh is jll:ﬂ being brousht 1o
combletion @l a eo:t 1o the State ol New
Yourk of about 150000000, The ereat
Burse Canal, eapable of earrying 10,000,
W tons of
opened about the middle of May.

Meanwliile the breakdown of
roads has beeome =0 l'ulll]nll'h‘ Hiat they

Fevnehst an o season, will be

the rat!

cannot wove the neeessaries of hile, such
us the Ilu;‘,"l‘ erops ol polatoes amd corn.
a considerable portion of whick has rotted
or {rozen because the railroads could not
bring it to murket. All the Eastern sea
board has been compelled to shiver dur-
ing the most severe winter within the
ey the present gu‘m'nlliun -
canse the railroads eould not bring coal
to keep it warm.  The war operations in
Europe bave been seriously hampered he-
can=e the railroads conld not furnish eoul
for the ships vr cargoes of lood for the
ships to ecarry to our allies. Many in-
dustries huve been serionsly  hampered
and all are suflering
Under Faderal Control.

So desperate did the situation at last
hocome 1hat the Federal Government was
foreed to take control of the roilrosds
in the liape that h_\‘ unny of aperal oy
the trouble might be cared.  While the
sitpation has been slightly improved, it
las beeome evident to everybody that the
experiment  of  Government  operation,
while it way make the railroads more ef -
ficient, cannot enable them fully to mect
both the needs of the war and of the
husimess eommunitv.

Business men of the city of New York,
az mepresented by the Merchants Associa-
ton. the Chamber of Commerve and other
similar oreanizations, are demanding that
the Frie Canal be equipped with boats
tor traffic and that any other canal sys-
tems that ean be used be repaired und
put inte navigable eandition agnin.

In response to this demand Secectary
MeAdon, Director General of Raiivowds,
has named a committee of three members
to investirace the inland and eonsiwise

of

2 ot the eountry with a view fto
aseertaining whether it would be usefnl
tor the Government to advanee fuwls 1o
equip them with terminalz and boats in

waterws

andar that they may Lelp the transporia
fon stttatpm.  The committee eon=ists of
fien. W. M. Bluck, Chietf ol Fngineers,
Untted Siates Army; Walter S. Iickey of
Kan=as City and (. A, Tomhnson of

Dalath, whieh eify may be regarded as (he

extreme Western ‘erminas of the Froe
Canal sy <tem.
It 15 announeed tat the eomuniiiv: wil

consider tirst the Chesapeake
(Canal, whieh h,'-r__"lt e e 300

to Wasungton, and

and o
:.\'i'|-_: gt
(1Y #94
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End Freight Jams

Cost Far Less by
Water, and Transit
Time, Too, Is Cut

Because of. Present
Railroad Congestion

the Hennepin, the Delaware and Tndson
Canal, the New York State Darge (5
the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal
the Delaware and Rantan Canul.
Director MeAdoo has suthority to tak-
vharge of the cinals p= a part of the truns-
portation system, and many railroad men
formerly jealous of eannl competilion are
now urging that the transportation sys
tems of  the at large Lyer
stiengihened to a greater extent by pro-
viding boats for navezation on the nivers
anid artilein]l walerways than by anves-
ments in new rolling stoek for the rml

wal,

|-u||.“[|‘.\ oo

ru..tl‘.
Canals as Coal Carriers.

The resumption of traffie on the canals,
li'ses omd other wilerways of the country
woald peliove the railroads of o matenal
part of the burden that they are now
Under pres
I

waler is "t'}l?’l'l'f’ln. i at all, slower than

Deine callesd sipon to carry.
S
ent eonilitions taovement ol freight

Ly rail, s the Beavier eonmodities, such
asonweal ores, ooal, stone, lumber, sand

and gravel, cement, Seel sond e nnd
the Likes, e well suited for movement by
waler.

G, W, W, \\'n?hor«'!mun. State Super-
ptenedent arf Public Works, lins examond
mto the possibilities of the Erie Cana!
svsiem a5 o eonl carrier. He believes that
the Barge Canal 15 eapable of tramsporl
e larze portion of the anthraeite an
tumimens eoal consumed o the State of
New Yok,

Dr. Marry A, Garfield, Federal
Adgginistirator, savs that there were 20
00000 tons of eoal at the mines that
eould not be distributed beeause the rail-
voods eonhd not carry it. Al ena. 15 now
distiabutes] by one of three method. s It
i sent to s destination by ral, or it s
sent by rail 1o the sen and thenee by bou!
fo cosst ports, or it is senul by rail 1o the
Great Lakes and trunsported in luke ves-

ale,

Fuel

The Barge Canal.

The oaly States whielh send eoal to New
York besides Pennsylvauia are Maryhund,
Ohio and West Virginin,  Most the
New York eoul comes from Pennsy Ivania
and New York s Lhe largest purchiser of
Pennsylvania coal atter Pennsylvania her-
self.  Im 1915 1H000.000 tons of the 157,

GAA07 tons of bituminous eosl

i
ol

mine |
in Pennsvilvania was shipped into New
Yok, snd 20000000 tons of the 88005 .
061 tons of anthracite,  This was moverd
H.Iin-]_'-' by rail,

When the Burge Canal is openald there
will Iw 2 vonnection abont hall wayv he-
tween Svenense and Hoelester wiily the
Cavuga and Seneva eapals, which extend
southward (hrough Cavoga and Seneey
Inkes to Ithoaea und Watkins, A rail hian!
of thirty miles will bring coal to the.e
pomts trom the Pennsylvania bordes.

The railroads ahich move the 20000 -
000 tons of anthracite conl that New York
State consumes every vear are the Lehich
‘.';l]]l'_‘.', which moves ﬁ.-“ll,flllll tons: the
Delaware, Lackawanna and  Weatern,
which moves 1500000 tons; the Dels-
ware and Hud-on, which moves 4,600.000
topna; the Erie, which moves 2500000
tons, and the New York, Ombirio and
Western, which maves aboul 1,000 (vin
lans,

18,000 Cars a Month Saved.

tien. Wotherspoon estimates tlha the
sverage monthly movement of bituminons
coal mto New York State over the Ponn
wivania and the New York Uentral is
S1T0 tons, which, with an average lon !
ing of Gifty tons per ear, would vey
1n,5D3 ears per month.
sitmes enoan avernge thirty days for g

Az each ear eon.

voprnd trin these 16355 coul cars must Ly
Lept constantly in serviee,

The vtilization of the Ere Canal voate
throneh haea and Watkims would pelea o
SO cars o wenth Tor other teaftie. A
sinular l‘l.'&mll‘.t.;: of anmthracite coul wongld
L5000 e ecars o month for athe -

This wonld make a total sivn w®

relonss
1 dhie.
Phe e o] the eanal of 15,000 vy«

S men th.

Bevkoned s oanether way the =i

"1t g

Wt pnd blitg tat J‘I .ll.ru-a'y ) ~



