;-... bl o

o -

e L

WEATHER FORECAST.
Rain to-day; fair and slightly colder to-

morrow ;
Highest temperature yeste

Detalled weather reporis

moderate north winds.
rday, “3:.::"'. 44.

++4

WHISKEY BAN
DEC. 31 IS NEW
ALBANY MOVE

prys Spring Surprise in
Favorable Report on |
(ompromise Bill.

ERMITS WINE AND BEER

gsloon Licenses to Be Lower, |
but Hard Liquor Is to Be
Tabooed Forever,

Cpecial Despateh to Tan Bow, '
Areany, March 21 —New York State
with nothing to drink but wine and baeer |
pter December 31 s now the prospect.

er what happensd in the lnli!]l-‘l
fire t-day It would not be a bhd bet

DUTCH ATTITUDE
CAUSE FOR WAR,
IS BERLIN VIEW

Germany’s Relations With
Holland “Altered” by
Ship Loan Terms,

SEIZED SHIPS ALL “FiT"

\'cﬂpela Ready for Service as
Soon as Crews Can Be Ob-
tained for Thém.

ToNpox, March 32.—Despatches from
The Hague report that a local news
Agency mays that Glermany considers her

| relations with Holland altered by the

attitude of the Dutch Government to-
ward the Entente and the United States

NEW YORK, FRIDAY, MARCH 22, 1918.—Cosyrioht, 1915, by the Sun Printing and Publioing Assoctation

IT SHINES FOR ALL

—————

PRICE TWO CENTS.
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BAKER CABL

TIP ON DRIVE

Warned Wilson French Knew
Unprecedented Blow at
| British Was Near.

CHANNEL PORTS

GOAL

GERMANS OPEN

Nearest \merican Troops 68

N GREATEST OFFENSIVE OF WAR;
BATTLE STILL RAGING ON FIFTY MILE FRONT:
HAIG’S LINE IS PIERCED AT SEVERAL PLACES

——

ATTAGK— LACKS Where Germans Attacked the British Lines || Five Hour Bombardment by Guns

Outpost Troops Withdrawn,
According to Expectation,
Asserts Bonar Law.

NO CAUSE FOR

Course Followed Conforms to

ALARM

| of All Calibres Precedes Assault
| by Many Thousands of
Infantrymen

ROAR OF CANNONADING HEARD AT
MANY POINTS ON ENGLISH COAST

\British ‘UUnable to Make Counter Attack, but
| Report Germans Have Failed to Obtain

e

that on next New Year's eva whiskey .4 publishes a report that the “h\‘n.;
sad All that sort of hard stuff would run gonment by the Dutch Government of
riot for the last time. And tho temper-| (hy remnining restrictive clauses In Its

Recent Forecast Made
hy Chancellor.

Miles From Attack on
Brltm:m‘ Line.

a Single Objective—Losses A
Are Enormous

pnce advocates are responsible for the | shinping loan terms would be regarded”

move. Having given up hope of thel
tegislature ratifying Federal prohibition |
#' thin seesion they are now backing a |
bil barring after December 31 the trnt-_i

by Germany as cause for war,

Spechal DespatcA fo Tan BcN.
WasniNaTOoN, March 21.—Every one

| Special Despateh to Tam Scx,
Wasminarony, March 21, —General
Staff ofMiceras here are convinced that the

f-king in all liquors except wines and | of the Dutch ships seised by the United | much advertined German drive at last

Leesn, !
They Eprung & surpriss on the wels by |
griting this measure reported from thn[
Committee on Taxation and lultumi-n-|I

reant, The measure ls the amended pro-|
bibition war emergency bill which wan |
prduced earlier in the seaslon. In its
ozmal form It excepted wines and
hoors Lut was to take effect Beptember
1 and continue in offect until silx months
pfier the war. The principal amend- |
pents provide that it ahall be for all!
f e, even after the war ends, and shall
leoma operative at the end of this
g

The amended hill was prepared with-
tit the knowledge of the Henate leadern,
po the result of & confereance held by
Eanators James A, Emerson, Republican,
of Warren, chalrman of the Committee |
¢ Taxation and Retrenchment; repre-
sntatives of the Anti-Saloon lmue|
other  than Superinténdent Anderson.
whn was In New York city, and a num- |
ter of dry Senators. |

Sure Measare Will Pase.

Serator Willlam H. HII, leader of the |
¢ forves and Introducer of the Fed-
tral prohibition ratification remolution,
kil thiat besides the twenty-four Sena-
tas who have fought for prohibition
tent along the backers of the bill have |
piedges from four other members that
tiny  will support it.  Assemblyman
Machold has mgreed to introduce the
measure in the Asssmbly and Is con- |
tient that It will pans thers. i
Gov. Whitman, it is certain. would
tet the bill In the belief that 1t In bet-
e o get much & measure than nothing
oAl The Bl can become un en-
fireepble law under the pollcs powers of
tie State and a constitutional wmend-
mint I8 hot needed,

=enator Emereon, who always had
beont ronslderad one of the wets, sald to-
tay that he had always wanted to pro-
bt 51 the use of whiskey as & beverage.
It that he did not belleve In taking
#25y wine and beer, When he an-'
ieed the report of the bill from his

vittes the wets were all taken by

ritvrise  Not even did Majority Leader
Yo It Brown know about It, and a
veen or more Democrata jumped to

the = feet and demanded to know when
tre imerson commitiee met,

senator Emerson declared that the |
evunittee’'s record would show, that it
mrt thi= morning and that = majorlu':
t* the members wvoled 1o report the

tescure In aplte of loud protests from
kecitors Wagner, Cullen, Boylan and
Cotdio, It waa ruled that the blll was

Py reported,
“Well it is all news to me,"” sald Ben- |
Ao Wagner.,

Onls 3 Per Cent. Alcohol In Beer.

Toe il provides that there shall be
ret more than 3 per cent, of alcohol in |

beer  and that wine shall have the
tmiunt of alcohol that s mormal In Ita
pr tian. 1t reducea the license tax

fr saloon Kespers one-third and pro-
\des that the present volume of tax|
72l he on sales that are ten times more |
tian the amount of the license, Instead
0f fifiaen times. Liquor dealers are to
Lave thirty days afler the bill goes into
if'- to dispose *of all thelr distilled
iquare

The seanate passed the Biate constitu-
t hane dry amendment by a vote of
: This meamare will have to he
Fessiil vy another Legialature and then |
.‘ " 4 vote of the peopls at the general |
n 1618,
cally all of the Democrats lmll
hlicans voted for it, whila the
powed it on the ground that its
% ara not aincers and that It in-|
“od with the adoption of the resolu- '
fit fving Federal prohihition, |
*nator Gieorge B. Wellington of Troy |
fiarged that the measure was drawn In |
Fihan ofensiva form that {t would get |

¥ "W
Fry

Yoty

Stutes Government Ia fit and ready for
sea a every one will be rushed Into
mervice, It was learned on high oMcial
Authority to-day. There will ba no such
delay In the utilimation of these vemsels
a8 there was In the case of the German
and Austrian ships which wers damaged
Ly their crews,

A friendly contest has developed In
Washington as to the disposal of these
vensels for operation. It seems likely
that some will be retaltied by the navy,
but there in little doubt that a majority
will go to the Phipping Board for oper-
atlon In the transatiantic wservice,
vensels nre wstill in possession of the
Navy Department and their disposal wil]
be determined at a conference between
that department and the Shipping Board

| and ths Department of Commerce.

Crews Form New PFroblem.

The,questlon of crewa for these vessels
Is giving some concern. uvMclals here
are hopeful that many membars of the
Duteh crews will be willing to continue
on the vessels, otherwime much difficulty
will be sncountered in manning them im-
mediately,

Under the law only one-third of the
crew of veasels under the American flag
can be composed of forelgners, but with
the ships under control of either the
Nuvy Department or the Bhipping Board
it (s intimated the Government would
not proceed against itself for technical
violation of the law in emergency.

The navy and Shipping Board bolth
have men In remrve peady to abosrd

thems vemsols, but It may be 1 days |
before thelr crews are comphtM

ticularly it the Dutoh seamén
disposition to sall under the Biars and
Hiripaa,

Careful Inspectiongof each of the vea-
seln will be made before It puls to sea,
but nfficiala here who have been In close
touch with the situation say that all of
tha vessels are ready and that few |f
any of them will need docking. Moat
of the vessels hiave been anchored In out-
nida rhotage with moving water about
them and It |s belleved thelr bottoms
have not btl.-tn fouled.

Will Relleve “Lame Ducks,*"

Twelve of the ships were described by
a shipping officlal to-day as among the
best on the seas and the best fited.
They will be paed in carrying munitions
and mupplies to Europe. A number of
the ships will relleve "lama ducka” In tha
present transatiantie service that have
been holding back convoys.

Thin in expected to benefit the shipping
situation, as a convoy can only move as
fast as the alowest vemsel in it, This

ing and unloading. The Dutch ships, it
im belleved, ecan maintain good convoy
speed and they are finely equipped for
cargo handling. The vensels they will
relleve from convoys will ba utilized in
filling gaps In coastwine ahipping.

It is probable three tank steamships in
the number of vessels seized will be

|txim| by the navy to he used as supply

ships for the oil burning veasels in the
American fleet,
for use as traneports may ba put to this
serviee.  All thome utilized am cargo
carriers will be under control of the
Shipping Board

An offcinl statement giving the lden-
tity, tonnage und description of the vari-
nus vemsels may be Imsued after a con-
ference of officiale on the subject. ]

A Paciric Porr, March 21.—Armed
naval guards wera in charge of three
Dutch steamships in this port to-day, as
the result of the Preasident's proclama-
tion issued last nisht The vessala were
Ioaded prior to the aeizure, and two of
them had been veady to sall for some
time,

NAVY MEN BOARD

SHIPS.

has begun.

{ There are hints that Secretary of War
| Baker has cabled the Preaident that
| definite Information of a pending at-
| tack on an unprecedented scale against
| the British had been obtalned by French
| headquarters In the last two days
Bonar Law's statement in Parliament
that the attack launched by the Ger-
'mans against the British was on a
greater scale than heretofore atiempted
during the entire war bears out this
forecast,

| Latest reports are that the Germans
| have succeeded in muasing enough man
power between Cambral and La Fere
to penetrate the Hrilish lines, This is
admitted by the British and already an-
nounced from Berlin, Fut the extent

of the real damage {nfllcted by this blow
cannot yet be estimated,

{  Yielding of Groand Fxpected.

It nilready has been forecast that a
concentrated (ierman attack might ne-
cesnitate yielding of ground by the Brit-
ish. Warning to this effect already has
come from the British military leaders
This, it Is explained, does not neces-
sarily mean that this ground |s defn-
nitely lost, but ig in line with the pallcy
of letting the enemy come on to & given
point hefore striking back in the counter
offensive.

Military experts of the General Staf
here say judgment cannet be passed on
the fAghting until the result of tha Brit.
ish counter offensive has been evidanced.

} . 4ha Germa
T"MQMMr'ﬂm tAnk AttAek DAAD
;(‘Cmbnl in order to mirike back at the
opportune time. The same tactics were
| Inter employed by the British when tha
Germans rame forward on this sectlon
of the front. The net result of Attack
and counter attack explaina’ the puccess
ar fallure of the offensive, It Is em-
, Phanized

| The obhjectn which the Germans seek
to attaln are naturally not altogether
clear. The consensun In military clpelen

1

to-night is that tha German High Com~ | ‘ommander of amp Wadsworih
) mand is aiming primarily at smashing | 2rder in looked upon by the moo
| through
sennion of these ports would thraaten the | MOVement

to the Channel ports. Pos-

LoNpon, March 21-—The German at-

tack against the British lines to-day |

was on a larger scale than any made |
l'_lfa\doully during the war on any part

of the western front, Andrew Bonar

Law, spokesman of the Government, told |
the House of Commons to-day.

"Our oulpost (roops,” he added, “"have
been withdrawn on one part of tha line |
which wan very lightly held. This was |

nothing more than was expectsd and
was In aceordance with instructions |
There war nothing in the nature of a
susprise about the attack.”

Mr. Bonur Law reminded the House
that ha hnd given warning A week ago |

that If such an attack were made the i

attacking party would gain a certnin
amount of ground, and the Government'sy|
information eo “far dld not lead ta the
bellef that anything beyond that had
happened.

I am =ure that with the knowledme
heforehand of what has happened in
similar attacks on either plde,” continued
Mr. Bonar Law, "the House and country
will not be unnecessarily alurmed By in-
formation of that kind. Our staff and
tha VYersallles (ouncill naturally have
been considering what might happen in
the event of an attack. And I may tell
the House that this attack hax been
launched on every part of our line we
were informed would be attacked If an
attack were undertaken at all.

"I may suy that only three days ago
we recelved information at the Cabinet
from headnuarters in France that they

had arrived definitely at the concluslon |

that an attack would be launched Imme-
diately, and as they were prepared to
mast It the coyntry need have no cause
for anxiety."

" ORYAN RELIEVED OF POWT.
Major-General Wil Get STth I:II-|
vislon Ready for France.
Kpecial Despateh fo Te Brs
CAMP WADAWORTH , SPARTANBURG, 8 (O,
Mareh 21 —Major-Gen. John F ll'llynn,i
commanding  the Twenty-seventh Di-|
viston, made up of New York Natlonnl |
Gurrd troops, vwas telleved to-day us |
The
of the
ton i1 the
to France,

the

of

divislon aw frat step

the division

Britlah line of communication, and would | SINca 1t removes much detalled work

give tha (jermane a
aerlal base close to England's shores

Chanmnel Porta Objective.

There has been a prevalent bellef here
that the Germans would strike near
where the Hritlsh and French troopa
Join, Good roads and other character-
Intice of the terrain make this a prom-

| alna i true of the time occupled In load- !SIng field for wide scale operations, it

is added. But the Allles have long real-
ized this, and there in Airm confidence to-
night that the advancing Germans will
get all and more than they bargained
for befors the offenslve and counter of-
fenmive come fo un end,

The attack on the Hritlsh line 18 enti-
mated here to be sixty-elght miles from
the mowt western point of the American
Lropps

submarine and | from Gen

{ Helgoland was attacked by seaplanes, trict (3), far to the south, extending down to
A sustained offensive by the according to the offielal announcement ,La Fere, .
Several others sultable ‘iermans (s regarded an certain to in-|to-nkht as follows: "

volve the American troops In the thick |

of the Nghiing

Encouragement ia felt hers over the
fact that the milltary operationa of the
Fntente and the ['nlied States are 1 ow
at this moment of crizls in the hands
of the Suprems War Council, (ien.
Tuaker H. Hilas, the American Chief of
Staff, and Gen. Pershing doubtieas are
asnisting In the plans to cops with the
new CGerman advance, which momen-
tarily threatena the whola allled posal-
tion by weakening the Britlsh line.

Reporta recelved here ta-night state
that the German offenslva apparently
has included blows almed at the French
In Lorralne and In the Verdun regilon.
| Ununsually heavy bombardment preceded
! the Infantry attacks in all instances,

The Germans are reported driven back
| after violent hand tn hand fAghting be-
tween Caurleres Woud and Hezinvaux.

Ve few yitey mt the polls. and he held Duteh Filags 5till Fly Until Fore Thin & taken asn Indioating tha flne

hat % s waw done purposely.

will te m howling farce,” he nid.']
- prohibition administersd by !
SO Vork Ktate polltielans
ke prab bition administered by the Fad.
'Ttievkrnment—that is the only sure
wa I* las heen my experience that
& Siate officlals give orders to
‘pers very little attention 18

(T

whan

"a

1in ot

[ 1

4 Ml ghme as this, 1 am sure that

vats nrohihition can do no at this |
1B will Interfere with our get- |
ol S |

. Fedoral prohibition, which Is the |
v I *nar will prohibit."

Perplesed by Drys' Conrse.

St

I questioned the sincerity |

wiivers of the bill and snid he |
e because “you can't test |
dibition by & vote on State |

T oraEe of Albany sald he was

v at the position of the drys in
'hae amendment, sayving that
they would have given thrlrl

et thin  meanurs, Minority
Wagner declared that the dryl|
adl #h this session had made a de- |
|" et offort to prevent the people |
' sving any volee In the prohibition

iy
T vy
[

eSO

(T

L LR

* Gienrge P Thompson nf Niag-

' o recommit the measures with
" A lo report It April 17, the
L, T thirtyeeight eitler of the Stale |
+ laeal aptien,

L W we e in sension at that time ™
L Rehaipr Bage. |
PN Just going to remark,” repiled

Covtinued om

Fourth Pdpe,

|of all

mal Recelipts Are Gives,
A batiallon of Naval Reserves under

yard hoarded forty-three Dutch mer-
charntmen In the harbor of New York
and continguous waters yesterday. and
practically, although not formally, as-
aumed posseasion of the flest. The Nleuw

fors her lastest salling from Rotterdam

Naval and oast Guard sieam craft
conveyed the Naval Roserves 1o the va-
rious merchunimen, in dock or at anchor,
and the boarding. while without formal-
Ity, waa attended with extremse courtesy
on the part of the Duteh officers and the
Americans in charge of the naval guurds

Tha Dutch fiaga fiying over tafralls
will not he replaced hy the Stars and
Stripes until legal receipta can be given

| to every Dutch skipper for him shp. This

will Involve & complete Inventory of tha
cargo, storss and equipment of all ehipa
and may take several dayn Dutch offl-
cers, sallors and clerks are cooperating
with the naval men In the work.

Whan the Dutch flag Is formally low-
esred and the Amerlcan colors are raised

|Ihe ships will hava Ameriean sallors to
!

ake the place of the former crewn, The
immigration authorities will take charge
members of the crews of the
Duteh whips, such as Chinese, who may
not be eligible 1o land here,

Such Iwtch offlcers as may desire to
return 1o Holland will do so nt the ex-
pense of Uncle HBam. It In belleved that
rany of the satlors will slect to atay
hers and get wirk ashore or enlist In our

(marale of ths French defending forces,
| which atood thelr ground and permitted
the attacking Germana td reach their

I want to | Commander W, IL McGirann of the navy .. .has befors driving them back. Re-

ports state that the Germann fared badly
in the Lorraine attack.

According to Iatest advicha thers Is
,unshaken confidence in london that the
Cierman forces which have penetrated

. But . | Amaterdam, biggest of the Holland: the Hritish positions will ha effectively
,:‘.::’a:':dﬁ:‘:f:wvgou:ﬁ | America liners on thin slde of the sea,  checked.
tenfl to he & PATLY 1o any such | WAS exempted from the nelsure under the reserve:forces, including gombined
[ arrangement with this Giovernment be: forcea of Great Britaln and the United

Ho far there im no higt that

| Btates, will have to be called on to
fatlﬂan resiatance to the German thrusia

| (Art Dance Matinee
for “Sun” Fund To-day

THIB is the afternoon of the

charming recital by Louise
Morgan and fifty young society
girls, pupils in her classes of
msthetic, allegorical, classical
and Grecian dancing. The enter-
tainment is to be at the Play-
house, Forty-elghth street near
Broadwdy, and the entire pro.
ceeds will come to THE SUN To-
bacco Fund. The full pro-
gramme is published on page &
this morning.

WARNING! THE SUN TO-
BACCO FUND has no connection
with any other fund, organiza-
tion or publication. It employs
l no agents or solicitors.

N

O'Ryun and will psrmit the
divigion commuander to concentrata his |
efforts on the training of the division.
Gien. O'RYAN'S sUCceasor a8 camp conme-
mander will be Brig -tGen. Guy Carleton,
commander of the P'rovisional Depot for
Corpa and Army troops. He will eom-
mand all troopy wt the camp except those |
belonging to a divislon whose hudquarA‘

tera e nt the camp

PLANES ATTACK HELGOLAKD.
British !n-li.oﬂ Shell Ostend with |

Giood Results. |

Lonpon, March 21.—Onstend was bom- |
barded by Britiah monitors to.day and |

Ostend was bombarded this after- '
noon hy Hritish monitors with suc. |
gassful results.  F'rlor to the home- ¢
burdment fgur enemy alreraft were |
destroyed by our naval uir squadron.
Enemy alreraft attacked the British
machines while spotting for the bom-
bardment, with the result that another
enemy machine was destroyved. !

British seaplanes engaged In recon-
nairsance in Helgnlund attacked on-
emy mine eweopern with machine gun
fire. There were no casualties on the
Rritish side.  All our machines re-
turned mafely.

S. W. ARNHEIM DIES |

IN AVIATION CRASH |

I

Was Head of Tailoring Cor-|
poration Here.

An Ammoclated T'ress despatel frn‘n!
Toronlo last night reported the death of '
Cadet Samuel Walker Arnhoim, Royul |
Flying Corps, at Camp Hicks, Fort |
Worth, Tex ‘The Information came fAirst |
in & report from the commandant of the |
School of Aerlal Gunnery at Camp Tllll-!
ferro, Texns, to the Canadiun author!- |
ties, i

Cadet Arnhelm was the president of
the Marks Arnhelm Talloring Corpora- |
tion, one of the oldest institutiona of thin |
kind in New York ecity. It was founded |
by Mr. Arnhelm’'®s father, and thel
younger man Inherited the husiness, It |
has lts muln place at Rroadway and
Ninth street and a branch at 30 East |
Forty-second strest,

Mr. Arnhelm lived with hins Ialor.i
Mra, W, W, Arnhelm, In 248 \\‘ea‘ End
avenue. Another wuister, Mra M. P !
I'ntermyer, resides In 140 West Seventy-
fArst street.

The oMcial statement of his death did |
not ghve any detalls other than that he |
was killed In an alrplane accident yul—i
terday mfternoon, Mpr. Arnheim waa
one of the most enthuslastic flyers In
the Royal Rervice. e made up his
mind last July that he would join the |
British fiylng forces and hia d-oclntui
and business friends gave him a fare-
well dinner ut which he told of his
ambition to do something for the allled
Powers.

Arnhelm's progresis wias rmapld.  He
became so proficient that he was ordered
two montha ago to report wt Fort Worth
a8 an Instructor. In a letter received
by his sister Tuesday he mald that he
was well and was much pleased with
aviation work. g
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SCALE OFMI/LES
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The greatest battle of the war was opened by terrific artillery fire
from the German big guns over a front extending from the River Scarpe
on the north to La Fere on the south. This was followed by infantry at-
tacks of unprecedented magnitude, which reached their greatest con-

jcentrution near Lagnicourt and Louveral on the north (1), where the

attempt was made to drive in the Fle
brai, from the north, and at Gauche
was attacked from the east.

At the same time, there was heavy fightin

uieres salient, just west of Cam-
ood (2), where the same salient

in the St. Quentin dis-
endeuil (4), just above

TEN 15,000 TON 'NEW PEACE HINT
SHIPS PLANNED VIA ANSTERDAM

Shipping Board's Freighters Gierman Offensive Reported
Are in Addition to Emer-  ~Set for March 27 if No Basis
+ gency Programme. | for Parley Is Reached.

Special Degpateh ta Tnm Brs

WasniNaToN, Mareh 21.—Tha Shipping
Board Is praparing for ths canstruction
of ten 16,000 ton freighters for tranmat-
lantic mervice.

Each of these vessnels (8 to be of the |
double hull #pe recommended by Iltlr|
Admiral Taylor for defence agalnst sub. |
marine &ttack. They will be twice the !
averagas nlize of vessels contracted for by | an
the Emergency Fleet Corporation and |'ha Basls pos
will ba fitted for expaditious handling of | . .\ 4 by March 27 the German ofe
Cigo. | fensive In the west would he hegun,

Contracts for the vesnaln will be placed |
Just as moon as specifications are ready,
and will add n total of 160,000 tona to |

the bullding programme contemplated by portant concessions to the Allles con-
the fleet eorporation | dit \ he revogni

1t will be seversl montha hefors thesa | fomel  upon  th recognition of the
vessels can be lald down, 1t will be pos- | Brost-Litovek treary of peace
kihle to build them only In the old yards | “The prize of victory must not aml
whers there are navy or other wavs sufs | will not fudl us—no soft peace, but ane
ficlently large to secommodate them, Al which corresponds with ermany's In-
ten contructs will go to one yard to glms | erents,” Bmperor Willlam tring}-.phod
plify construction, as all will be ldentical | the Schleswig-Holsteln Provineial Coun-
and parts can be fabricated for all al | o) aecording to an Klel despateh
celved here vin Amiterdam.  The

Loxnox, March 21 —Somi-aMefal nee
gotiations are an font hetween Cermany
and the Entonts In which Germany la
I dlsplaying a strong Inclination far phace.
the Catholic newspaner Niewwabdlad van
Hetzenden saym It han learned, accord-
Ing to the Central News correapondent
ut Amsterdam
This Amsterdam newspaper i= auoted
adding that 1ts information |_-: that If
oMelal negotiations

dited Wednosday, & rumor I8 curront at
Moscow thar Ciermany has offered im-

re-

the swme time Em-

While larger than the average cargo
carrying ships, thess veascla will be but
half the size of the fumed Minnesoln,
probably the largest cargo vessel afloal,
which 18 more than 600 feet long and has
:o'::}?d welght” tosnage of more than

congratulptory messuge.

“We are at the decluive moment of
the war, and ono of the greatest mo-
ments in CGerman history” sald K¥mperor
Willlam In & teJegrum to the Rhenluh
Provincial Councll, according to a Cene
tral News despatch from Amsterdam.

Field Marshal von Hindenburg "has
telegraphed 10 the Poxen  Provincial
Councli ax follows |

“God willlng, we will sl6 overcame
the enemy in the west und clear the way
to & genernl peace.” '

Diplomais Reach Manchuria,

By the Associated Press.

PekiN, Mareh 18 (delayed).-=The
Japanese Ambassador und Chinese Mins
f#ter to Russla, accompanied by a nums
bher of Americans, Japanese and Chinese,
have arrived In Manchuria from Petro.
grad. They were conducted to the Chi-
ness frontier by Red Guarda

The Gresnbrier, 'll"{“a plan. Won' T
N.Y : derful
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Aceording to reports from Petrograd, |

peror’'s elegram was sent in reply to u |

LONDON, March 21.—On the exact date set in advance
lby the Germans, the long heralded and much advertised

‘grand offensive was launched soon after dawn this morn-
|img by enormous masses of the Kaiser's legions against the
| British front in France from the River Scarpe, north of Cam-
‘brai. to La Fere, below St. Quentin, a distance of more than
| fifty miles.
! At nightfall the battle, undoubtedly the greatest of the
| war in its scope and the number of men in action, was raging
 with unabated fury, particularly in the British salignt at
'Flesquieres, just west of Cambrai, where German troops
were being hurled in attack after attack against both sides
'of the projecting British line.

At the time when the latest reports were received, the
British counter attacks had not yet begun, although their
lines had been pierced in a number of places. British state-
ments said their outposts had been driven in and the troops
had been withdrawn from lightly held portions of the line;
| Berlin asserted that the British lines had been actually
| pierced.

f At 3 o'clock this morning, long before daylight, the most terrific

| bombardment that has been seen on the front in France began. A deluge

of shells, large and amall, fell on the British lines and continued for
fully five hours. Many gas shells were used.

The artillery could be distinctly heard at Dover and other towns on

11]19 east coast of England. The doors and windows of the houses at

| Dover, for instance, were continuously shaken by the heavy concussions.

| At Ramagate, besides the soind of the cannonading, bright flashes wers

| seen st sea, while the vihgation of the explosions shook the windows and
dislodged tiles from the roofs.

For many miles the defences were swept bare by the tornado of
steel. Then, as the big guns suddenly became quiet, the attacking waves,
thousands upon thousands of gray clad men, swarmed over the top
and made a dash for the British lines,

Covered by a dense pall of smoke and favored by the wind, they
were not seen at first, although the British knew, from the character of
the bombardment and its sudden cessation, that they were coming.

Haig Says Enemy Failed to
Attain a Single Objective

Field Marshal Halg's report to- | perhaps settle the result of the war the
night admits that the RBritish lines | English peopls preserve tha same qulet
wore penetrated in places, but he as- | “&im they have worn for the past four

56 - . ‘ape | YEATS There are no =igns of unusual
rts that the Germans' losses were X teTRENL O NeEvOt RN aks N Tiondon: hd

exceptionally heavy and that on noj ool ikide the niewspaper offices or

part of the long front of fifty miles | . cwhere

did they attain their objective. The tiermans had talked so0 freely
The most severe fighting, &0 far as about thelr great offensive that many

reports have been received, was near people thought they wers muking a feint
the northern end of tlie line, west ‘0 concedl gome other policy.  Some
and a little north of Cambral, in the [0oked for & campalgn agiinst Salonlea
vicinity of Lagnicourt and Leuveral, HHSWECES WK GTWCK I Beance e
oxtending south to Gauche Wood, ™ 1 elry ' ut the tier-

” muns have built w large number of tanks
near Gouzewucourt, a front of uboul Yud gupertunks, but the British, who

——

sixteen miles. There were other in= fArst launched this weapon, are nnt Hkely
fantry attacka, however, at various to be stopped by these, nor i8 it con-
points along the line, extending to celvable that they will be behind in

Vendeull, below 8t Quentin, and also numberz of tanks or improvements

along the front held by the French,
purticularly In the sector just east of |
Verdun and on the front near Rheimes, |
Daoubtless these were diverslons de- !
signed to keep the rrench bhusy while
the great attack was being delivered
meningt the British

The fAghting to-day wam of An ex-
trofely sanguinury character, and there
i= na doubt that the losses on bhoth sides
will bo enormous.  One report stated thit
the Germans were omploying, for the
first time on 4 large »cale, & large num-
hap of tanks 1t 18 known that the Auns-
trintis tonk an important part in the
battle, probably providing many of tha ises In the neighborhood of la Fere
theavy guna used and the crews to work . 1o the Bensee River, about Craisilies
them A hoatlle  artillery demanstration
has taken place on a wide front north
of lu Bassee Chnal and in the Yprea
#Avclor

The attack. which

OFFICIAL REPORTS.
Enemy ﬂh}ﬂ-ll.vr._ Not Attained,

Sayn British Statement.

Loxnon, March &1 - The British om.

clal report to-nlght says:

At about 8 o'ciemk this morning,
alter an intense bomturdment of both
high explosive and gas shells on our
forward positlons and back areds, a
powerful infantry attack was launched
by the snemy on a front of more than
fAfty miles, sxtending from the River

| \tmbulance Line Formed.

| Long Hones of ambulances bagan forme-

ng wt the Charng Cross Rallwav sta- for roms tima

tion late to-1oght 1o recsive wounded past was kioown to he In eourse of
men from Chatnel port traine preparation, has been pressed with
| Beencs nt unlike thoss during the  great vigor o determination
hattle of the Somnw were etacted, the | theoughout the day.  In the course of
line of Wimbulatness stretchinge away from the fighting the enemiy hroke through
the =lat'on for four clty hlocks aur oulpost positlons and sucessded
Oply gmall groups of night workers |y penetraling inlo our hattle posl-
and ratlrond emplovess greeted the Arst | tions In certaln parcte of the front
inrr'.\'n'k from the fromg | The uttachs were delivered in lIArge
The British were well prepared for the ! masszes and have hoen extremely costls
attnck and expected it to.-day. Not only | 1o the hostile troops engaged, whose

had the Gormuns set the day and sum-
moned neutral rnrrﬂ-hpnmlm‘lin tn gather |
o Wednesdhy to wittens the battle apn |
Thursiay, but the same day hird been !
mientioned by a number of prisoners re-

losspes have heen excoptionally heavy

Severe fighting cantinues along the
whole front Large numherg of hon-
tila reenforcing troope hitve heen oh-
served during the du moving foreard

vantly tiuken as the date for an offensive, | hehind the enemy’'s Hies

Every preparition had been made, and Hoveral eniemv divisions whieh Had

there (4 Litt'e uneasiness here to-nlghE a® | heoy expectully trained for (his great

to the ultimate outénme attpok have already heen (dentified,
At o perlod has the British wur ma-  oouding units of the guarde

vhiine beon  In such perfect  condition, Captured maps depleting the en-
iy the Associated Pross correspondent emy's intentions show that on no part

Ut the front, never bhefors has there
been higher morale or optimlgsm among
the British troops.  The general impros-
slon on the front, he adds, i In ugree
ment with that of the Germans——that
P this 18 the decislve contest of the wWar
| But on the British slide there 3 nn
doubt that the decislon will eventually
be In the Allles’ favor. |
tiermany s staking everything on this
play, wnd If the mreat wttuck falls to |
break clear through It I belleved that !
the Germans will he finished, for they |
have nothing further to offer except n |
gradunlly weakening defenie. |

of the lopr front of the attack has he
attained his ohjective

Earlier Statement.

The duy British report follows:

A heavy hombardment was opened
by the enemy shortly before dawn this
maorning against our whole front from
the neighbarhaod of Vendoa!l =xouth of
StoQuentin to the RIver Soarpe

A successful ridd wan curried oaut
by us Iast night In the nelghborhood
of St Quentin Thirteen prisoners and
three machine gune were hrought back
by our troope  P'rivoners alss were
tuken hy us (n patrol encounters south-
east of Messines and In another sue-

Although the battle which i# being| ceasful rald carried out by us south of
fought s llkely to develop into the | Houtholst forest.
greatest struggle it modern history and A rald undertaken by the
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London Hemains Calm.
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