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to a condition of abjevt muisery; they
have little light, altost no heat, ther
clothing 18 peghgible and rapudly
growing less, there is no scap and
ample food is an unlicard of thing. There
are few middle aged persons left, and the
death rate among clildren has inercasel

appallingly, while the birth rale 15 omi-
" nously reduced and the offspring of starv-
ing mothers might better be left unborn
as far as their potential value to a new
Germany is eancerned.

These are not theories, but farls coming
to me from personal experience and, more
recently, from friends who have returned
from Germany and adjacent eountries.
From these last named sources I am in-
formed that the Government is looking
forward with the gravest concern to the
problem of even partly feeding the peeple
during Mareh, April and May, until the
mext early erops are harvested.

Failed After Fifty Years Preparation.

With these rather academie statements
a8 a foundation, it will not be difficult to
visualized the German army’s attempt to
arcomplish a task it was unable to accom-
plish when at the height of its power and
perfecled organization and after an in-
tensive training of nearly half a eentury
for this single issue. On the western
front, where the contest will end and
where German arms will go down to final
defeat, the hordes of Wilhelm are out-
numbered nearly two to one by enemies
who have been for nearly four years eon-
stantly improving themselves, while the
German army has stood still at that point
of its highest devclopment where it
erunched its bloody way through Bel-
gium and into France as far as the Marne
and that deathless motto of the French:
“On ne passe pas!” England and France
bave learned from Germany, and now
eomes young America, learning from all
and adding ber great power in men and
matenal toward the final erushing of the
pitiless monster that has “flooded Europe
with blood and tears.”

Allies Ammunition Superior.

It is well known on the inside in Ger-
many that the ammunition reserves of the
Allies are far superior, which is the an-
gwer to the question of why Germany has
eo long delayed her ultimate offensive,
Before Verdun alone at one time, I hap-
pen to know from unimpeachable author-
ity, the French guns were packed side by
side as closely as they could be operated
along a line nine miles in length, and after
these guns, most of them the famous and
deadly 75s, had bhurled against the Ger-
man humsn waves and defences more
than two million shells there were more
shells waiting for these guns than had
been there at the beginning of the bom-
bardment, g0 marvellously were the bat-
teries served by the munitions transporta-
tion system behind the lines. And that
was more than a year ago, and the im-
provement of the French and British in
munition manufaciure is known to every
student on both sides of the conflict.

Therefore, given a preponderance of
men and ammunition, added to a fervid
patriotism and a determination that not
mnother foot of French territory shall
pass to the enemy, the answer to the prob-
Jem of this much advertised drive is
ebvious.

Drive Is a Certainty.

And the drive is coming. It is not a
ease of advertising one thing when an-
other is intended. That is not the way the
German mind operates. The Kaiser
knows and Hindenbury knows that the
ground behind the French and English
lines is thiek with reserve shells in quan-
titics unl.mited and that opposed to four
and one-half millions of fighting Germans
there will be a full seven millions of im-
placable. enemies of Gallic and Anglo-
Baxon blood, backed up by the splendid
young manhood of Ameriea, chafing at
the leash and eager to dash at the throat
of mankind's enemy.

I am pot taking into account the Ttal-
jan army, for this vaunted drive that the
German people have been told is to carry
Hindenburg victoriously to the French
eapital and & branch of his army to the
ghores of the English Channel at Calais
is expected to begin to the north of Swit-
gerland-—for the Germans ean hardly be
vain encngh to believe that they ean over-
whelm the valiant Swiss army snd eross
the mountaing of that hittle republic into
France—and trend westward toward its
goal.

There will be millions of gliells to Lack
the gunners, but there will not be enough,
and the morale, that deathless detsarmina-
tion to win, will not be there as &n inspi-
ration toego onward in the free of the
withering death that will be the portion
of thousands and tens of {Lousands and
bundreds of thousands X fae dumb driven,
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It is going to be no pienie for the allied
armies to stop the contemplated last des-
perate rush of Germany's gray hosts, and
many & man will fall in defending the
line. All this winter there has been an
ominous quiet back of the celebrated
twenly-four eomplete lines of fortifica-
tions that are expected to protect the line
of the Rhine, but this quiet has not in-
cluded Berths von Krupp's famous gun
shop at Fssen, and that great plant, to-
gether with the recently built works of
enormous scope that have gone up at
Munich, has been busier than ever making
the deadly missiles and guns that are eal-
culated to do what three years of constant
and desperate effort have failed to
achieve.

Every Soldier a Spedcialist.

Millions of shells of all ealibres and
guns to use them have been made, and
you may be sure are now at the front and
close at hand to every baltery and to
every gun that is to take part in the
elimax. Every available man has been
truined for his special work just as eare-
fully as the American iroops are being
trained behind the lines in France to
withstand the coming shock.

But the men of the German army are
row automatons; they lack the fire, they
lack the keen interest of cutraged patriot-
ism to urge them on; they have been so
muny times deccived by the vainglorious
boastings and promises of their Kaiser
and his satellites that they no longer ac-
cept in blind faith the assurances that
victory is near at hand and a peace in
accordance with Prussian standards a
matter of but a brief time and one more
effort. But these soldiers will be driven
into the mouths of guns just as they have
been driven before, and hundreds of thou-
sands of human lives will be brutally sae-
rificed in order that the pnde of a self-
stvled war partner of the Aluighly may
be spared of aeeepting a peace now and
without that senscless slaughter, aiong the
bumane lines laid down by President Wil-
son and subseribed to by the allies of the
United States.

Germany's Last Great Effort.

Both the Kaiser and his Generals know
that the last moment is at hand and that
the coming assault will be the last great
cffort that Germany can ever lnunch. The
armies of Imperial Germany will not
fight another great battle when they real-
ize the failure of the one about to break
forth. They will rise in a revolt more
hideous than anything Russia has expe-
ricneed when they are driven back de-
feated, their ranks uselessly thinned by
many thoussnds, a final realization of
their vulnerability sinking through the
Hun skull and on top of this a certain
demand by their moasters for still another
cacrifice.

Unless the vietory of the Allies in the
coming assault is complete, such an order
is hound to come, and then will follow the
deluge which for more than a year now
has been muttering and threatening with
its premonitory symptoms of anarchy and
l‘l'\'n“.

First. The officers will be killed by their
men if they urge them to battle or at-
tempt to continue their former bruatality,
and then will begin the riot of the return
home, for these men will not disarm. This
wonderful military machine before which
the world has stood aghast, this perfee-
tion of coordination that Giermany built
for half a eentury will tear itself to pieces
in insensate and terrible anger beeause of
its defeat.

French Revolution Mere Riot.

The bloody terrors of the French Reve-
lution will Lhave been a casual street riot
compared wiath what (Germany's armed
miffions of broken hearted, disappomnted
soldiers will ereate wlien they return to
the places they once krnew as homes and
find the devastation that disease and star-
vation have there wrought. They will
realize that they have been deceived with
eruel deliberation by men who knew that
Giermany had no chunce when her sub-
marines failed of their purpose to starve
the Allies and bring England in supplica-
tion to her knces and that the lives of
millions of their comrades have been sae-
rificed in order that Wilhelm von Hohen-
zollern might for a little longer hold the
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seeptre of fmperial peser over G0,000,-
000 human slaves,

But before that time comes there is
guing to be a ferocivits attempt to break
through the western lines, and every ounce
of man power and of gun power will be
brought into play to promote the rush,
It is to be, according to the latest infor-
mation eoming to me, more of a rush than
& steady, prolonged drive.

Cannot Prolong the Struggle.

Germany has neither the material nor
the morale for a prolongation of this final
effort, for if her artillery preparations
last a week her army will grow impatient,
and it is not a far ery from impatience to
nervousness and from that to rout. The
men will do their best now, because there
is still some little faith left in their hearts
for the leaders—their masters—and they
have been schooled to believe that vietory
now js simple and that it means a German
made p ~4 a return to their homes
for the remaining millions who have suf-
fered untold tortures for nearly four
years.

But the onslanght will Lave to be vigor-
ous and rapid or the mercury will ecol
and leave the nerve racked German army
at the mercy of the enemy. Thousands
of these soldiers have zood memeries and
are resentful. They do not eare to be
chained to guns, that they may have no
opportunity to escape the bayonet of an
onrushing Briton or a furious Gaul after
they have defended their position to the
limit of buman capacity, and they have
many memories of just this {reatment and
somelimes worse.

Fights With a Forlorn Hope.

But the Kaiser has assured them that
this is their chanee to end it all. Hinden-
burg and Ludendorf have prepared them,
with every sort of boastful lying, to be-
lieve that the concentrated effort now near
at hand ecannot fail and that they shall
march in victory through the boulevards
of Paris, just as did the hosts of the
present Kaiser's grandfather nearly balf
a century ago.

Hindenburg is too wise a military man

to believe he can do-with a war weary
sarmy what he has not been able to do with
fresh troops in their moments of greatest
strength and limitless ambition, and there
are thousands of tacticlans among the
rank and file of his armies who are quite
as well aware of it. The German army is
still a powerful force, well equipped and
pretty well fed, and it will fight bitterly,
but with a forlorn hope, for there is not in
it mow the mysterious quality we call
morale, without wbich battles are seldom
woh. -
The soldiers, not all of them having
ecompletely lost faith, will fizht hard and
die like plague stricken rats, under the
glittering  promices of a long deferred
victory, but their fight will be like the
final spurt of a Marathon runner and
cannol be long drawn out, else the whole
army will collapse. The leaders know this
last drive must be like the rush of a tiger
on his prey, to win or lose in a single des-
perate attack, and every ounce of strength
will be employed by the Kaiser's Gener-
als to make good the imperial promise to
the army of a splendid victory, and thus
reestablish the Hohenzollerns in  their
waning power.

Even the Dullards Keyed Up.

There are dullards in every army and
Germany has ber share, but even these
liave been, in some measure, keyed up to
this final fighting point by the swashbuek-
ling airs of the military tyrants who drive
them to destruction and who continue to
make them believe, at least partly, that
there may be vet hope of vietory after
months of disappointment. But these sol-
diers have so many times gone shoulder to
shoulder against the death dealing fire ov
the English and the French, have so many
times been driven back over the dead
bodies of their comrades, that it is a hard
task for a 1lindenburg or even a Kaiser
to eonvinee them that this is to be the last
time, the last effort that will be asked of
them, and that it will result in the long
promised and long deferred vietory.

Hindenburg’s talks to his army wounld
geem to indicate a sublime faith in him-
self, coupled with an unconcern for or a
contempt of the enemy he asks his drmy
to destroy. The GGerman preparations, as
I learn from econfidential sources, sound
more like arrangements for a vigorous
and triumphal parude than a desperatas
onslaughi against what has now become
the finest und strongest amalgamated mil-
itary machine the world has ever known,
a machine which, I firmly helieve, eould
have met and promptly conquered those
mighty and until then invincible myriads
that tramped through Belgium three years
ago last August.

This is werely a German form of

eamouillage, intended to lend cournee to
an army whieh tery leauder hnows needs
all the mental bolstering that ean be given
it if it is expeeted to make a deep nupres-
gion on the serried ravks ol the millions
of British, French and Amwricans whe
are now wailing impatiently for the su-
preme moment when the final test of arms
and brain shall come. The enemies of
Germany bave mot been idle while the
Kaiser's hosts trained for (he dlimax and
while all the mechanical power of the
Kaiser's lands was urged to its greatest
efforts to prepare; and every shell that
Qermany will be able to hurl mio France
will be met by more than its equivalent
from the embattled foe. It will be a
mighty struggle for world supremacy and
democracy must win from autocrucy.

Signs of Weakening Are Many.

Signs of the weakening of the Central
Powers are seen on every land.  Austria
has frankly confessed that sie has had
enough, but she dures not defy her master
in Berlin. And now comes the plea of
the Germans for a discontinuanee of the
use of poison gas, the wail of a naturally
cowardly bully when he finds lus own
weapon turned against him. For the
enemies of Germany accepted her gas and
improved upon it so vastly that the pupil
did more damage than the invenfor.

But the use of this hideous weapon
will not be discontinued, not ¢ven at the
request of Geneva, mot only because no
faith can be pliced in the word of a
nation {hat has shown a complete disre-
gard for honor or for the weakness of
those in her power, but also because it is
the purpose of the Allies to conquer the
monster in any fashion and to use their
better gas, and when this vaunted Hin-
denburg drive does eome 1ns legions will
be met by every deadly weapon at the
command of the enemies of the world's
military dragon. If gas is discontinued
by Germany the defeat of the Kaiser’s
forces will be all the quicker.

Crown Prince’s Vain Boast.

Tt is two years since the Crown Prinee
vaingloriously launched his armies against
Verdun, with the prowmise that nol more
than a month would elapse before the
famous fortress fell and he marched
throngh a eonquered and terrurized coun-
try to ils eapital. More than a vear has
passed since von Tirpilz unleashed his
U-buats to wape ruthless warfare on all
mankind and made the promise that Fng-
land would be starved and brought to her
knees in six months. Time and again
have desperate efforts been made to hreak
through the allied lines when they were
much weaker than they are now, and all
that has ever been done was to bend them
in small sections here and there, only to be
later driven back by counter attack.

Taken from any angle, judged from s
point of efliciency, from my scven years
of inlimate association w.th (iermans on
their native leath, from private informa-
tion received from offieer friends, from
the morale of the German soldiers aftey
nearly four years of disappointing bat-
tling, from a knowledge of eomparative
man power and gun power, the Allies
have nothing to fear, exce ot a certain pro-
portion of casualties, from this threat-
ened and long prepared assault against

their lines,

No Comic Opera Batile.

They will have no comie opera battle to
fight but a grim and desperate military
machine to hold back, but they will do it
and then will come the certain clamor
from their beaten foe for sueh terms of
peace as may be offered. And, in onder
to save himself' from eertain annihilation,
the head of the Hohenzollern family will
perforce seek an early peace, in the hope
that his humiliation may not be so ahject
that =~ -~ « wannle will refuse to
aceept lis explanation that hs eould not
whip the whole world, and that they will
not mise i red handed wrath, as did the
Ruseinne with 00 = .miffa, and tear
hmn* from the throne on which he says
God placed bim,

The armies of Hindenburg are going up
agamnst a wall of bnistling bavonels and
bursting steel so superior to what they
will be able to offer that the linule will be
certain and not long delayed.

Bizmarek's prediction, made more than
twenty vears ago, that William T1. would
one day begin a game he was sure to lose
is about to be fulfilled and even the hope
of the Kaiser to save his thrane is prob-
ably a vain one. f-- a misled people has
little faith in a fallen leader—and thea
what ¥
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[My. Roth’s article was written sew
eral days before the German offort and
be bhad boen gathering material for &
for weeks—Ed. Note.]
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