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BeaaUBg tha News of the Great
German Attack.

We are Justified In believing that
the tremendous attack begun by the
Germans against tho British lines on

the fifty mile front from tuo Ittvcr
Scarpe to La Fere on the morning of
March 21 Is the opening of the long

heralded Teutonic offensive In the
sreat; and, that being the oaso, It Is
wise to prepare ourselves for Intelli-

gent observation of Its progress.
In this kind of movement tho suc-

cesses attained by tho enemy In nny
day should not depress us, nor should
we be unreasonably encouraged by

the advantages gained by the. British.
Engagements such us that now in
progress are not decided In it day, or
In a week, or In n month. Their out-eom- e

depends on the cumulative ef-

fects of numerous correlated combats,
occupying days and even 'weeks for
their completion, and In space cover-to- g

vast areas.
Tha Initial progress mado by the

assailants in attacks like that we nre
sow witnessing Is not to be taken as
Mtabllshlng a rate which will or can
t maintained. The original assault
to made after long and scientific prep
aration, Involving the establishment
of heavy and cumbersome machinery
to emplacements of great stability.
Ones this has produced Its effect
and it has been demonstrated fre- -

amentty that the concentration of
mch machinery can render untenable
tha most strongly fortified positions

4t becomes unavailable to blnst tho i

way for a further advance until it ,

has been moved forward to new nnd
carefully constructed positions. The
Mobility of heavy artillery has been
greatly Increased by modern science,
vat with all tho resources of great
ladnstrial , and transportation sys-ts-

It cannot be moved Into action
Without appreciable delays. In which
the defence finds Its opportunities for
affective counter strokes.

The titanic struggle around Verdun
began on February 20, lfilO. It was

ot until July that tho Crown Prince's
army reached Its furthest point of
advance. In October and December
General PCtain recaptured Forts
Douaumont and Vaux. It was not un-

til August 20, 1017, that the French
yegalned the summit of Dead Man's
Bill and deprived the Germans of
(he last ground their attack had won
them from which they could sea the
etty of their desire, "the key to east-a- m

France."
The territory about Verdun has

tnco that time been the scene of
heavy fighting, but for convenience
sake wo maj put the end of the "bat-!e-"

at the retaking of Dead Man's
Hill, after which the Germans oc-

cupied virtually the same positions
they did when tho grand assault be-

gan. Seventeen months had elapsed
before this was sehlevcd by Verdun's
jjlorlous defender ; nnd yet those sev-ante-

months of desperate fighting
pre loosely called a "battle."

The terrific contest now precipi-
tated by the Germans will produce
many engagements of great propor-
tions. Victory and defeat Involving
men in numbers so great as to as-

tound even students of this unparal-
leled war, will be Incidents of Its

We must endeavor to re-

gard each In Its proper perspective,
nnd to govern our emotions by the
knowledge we have acquired through
contemplation of the strategy that
has been displayed In other stupen-
dous military undertakings, not of
former wore, but of this struggle.

Vnusaal Obsenrlty In a Presidential
Document.

In his encouraging letter to the
and reunited Democracy of

New Jersey the President wrote:
"Th men tn tha trenches who have

ten freed from tha economic serfdom
to which some of them have been ac-

customed will, it Is likely, return to
their homes with a new view and a
new impatlenca of tnero political phrases
and will demand real thlnklns and real
avctton."

That the stern discipline of array
life nnd tho sterner ordeals of war
Itself will open new nnd wider hori-
zons to our returned voternns and
may mqyp them to impatience with

met political phrase mongertng to
wholly credible.

But from Jaat what economic serf-
dom were they freed when the Joined
tho colors? it Is to be regretted that
on this Interesting question the Pres-

ident was not more explicit lie la
tho last man In tho world to think,
write or speak In terms of demagogic
nolshevlkery,

When ho said that some of onr sol-

diers escaped from economic serfdom
when they entered the service he
knew precisely whereof he spoke and
he must be prepared to cite chapter
nnd rcrse In substantiation. We can-

not but wish he had don so.
The only reference from the front

having nny bearing, even by remote
Implication, on nny anterior status of
economic serfdom on the part of our
soldiers ut the front Is In n recent
Interview with General Persiuko.

"I would especially mention the
work of our engineer troops," said
tho reneral. "Many of these men
some months ago wero fighting at
homo ns union members for shorter
hours and higher pay, but since they
have enlisted for tho war they are
Kind to feel that they are aiding our
lighting men at the front."

The. Attack on the British Lines.
With Its ponderous weight of guns

nnd men the German attack has car-
ried past the outer defences of the
most vulnerable part In the British
Hues. The Germnns havo recovered a
portion of the devastated land they
lost nnd the British forces have re-

tired to stronger defensive positions.
This Is the Initial result of a German
preparation of months, of the ac-

cumulation of vast military stores
and the mobilization of all the re-

sources of men which could bo re-

leased from other fronts. It was a
shock which the Allied commanders
had expected and hod foretold, and It
came with the fierceness of the Ger-

mans' onslaught upon Belgium and
their attack upon Verdun. In a meas-
ure this early achievement might
have been expected. For tho sacri-
fice it entailed the consolation that
it brings to tho German people Is

reports of success. It brings neither
i

discouragement to the Allies nor u
loss of faith In tho final outcome.

The German Emperor In n tele-
gram to the Rhenish Provincial Coun-
cil, sent apparently nt the opening of
the attack, said: "We are at the de-

cisive moment of the war nnd one of
the greatest moments In German his-
tory." It is a characteristic message
of the Germnn ruler. Many other
moments' of the war, from tho time
that the sword was "thrust Into my
hnnd" and that Belgium was devas-

tated nnd Serbia, Rumania nnd west-
ern Russia overrun, have In Imperial
verblngo been equally momentous and
decisive. It may or may not mean
the beginning of the great German of-

fensive, so long heralded as the move-

ment
I

which was "to overcome the
enemy in the west nnd to clear the
way to a general peace." But It does
mean tho marshalling of a tremen-
dous military force to impress the
mm of Germany ns mnch upon tho
ocrman people tnemseives as upon
the Allied nations.

The attack was directed mainly
against the British lino and extended
from the River Scarpe on the north
to La Fere on the south. It was an
offensive movement directed from
what Is called the HIndenburg line, to
which tho Germans retreated at the
time they shortened their front and
upon which they have since been re-

lying for secure defensive positions.
Tho main attack was directed against
perhaps the weakest point In the Brit-
ish front, the salient near CambraL
This point was attacked by flank
movements In two different direc-
tions. It was here that the Germans
met with the success they have re-

ported in tho capture of British posi-

tions, men and guns.
A German report Is that "this

single combat between Germany and
England will decide onr future posi-

tion in the world." Plans fonnd by
the Brltlshon German officers Indi-

cate that this was the Germnn pur-
pose. The Inference to be drawn is
that the Germnns were expected to
sweep over northern France, seize
Dunkirk and other Channel ports, sep-

arate Englnnd from France, destroy
the British resistance, and thus place
the whole Allied line In France at
their mercy. In fact, the strategy
would bo much the same as they em-

ployed nt the beginning of the war
In their ndvanco upon Paris. They
reached then within cannon shot of
their goal, turned and met their de-

feat In the battle of the Mnrne.
This movement Is tho first German

attempt for n decision on tho western
front since the offensive at Verdun.
Tho objective there again wns Paris.
The offensive was advertised then
with much the same methods as in
the present attack. The preparations
were made under the Crown Prince's
directions with such thoroughness of
details that failure was considered
Impossible. Tho correspondents of
nentral nations were Invited to wit-
ness n triumph of German arms that
would result in the end of the war
and victory for the Central Powers.
The Crown Trlnce had at his com-

mand thirty-thre- e divisions of the
best of tho Germnn forces. Re poured
men Into the slaughter from Febru-
ary to August until his total losses,
estimated at 800,000, exceeded tha
maximum of Germans In action at
any one time. Yet he could not over-
come tho French resistance that ut-

tered Its defiance In "They shall not
pass."

Militarism had Its greatest expo-

nent, the Kaiser, General Hi.ndkmiueo
nnd General Lttdkndor'ft to witness
the launching of its supreme effort.
No ono can appreciate better than

these German commanders how criti-
cal Is the situation or how much de-

pends upon the success of this move-
ment. Their victories heretofore havo
been principally won over small or
weak and defenceless nations. Can
they meet the demands of tho German
people and prove that the great ma-

chine that militarism has developed
wilt be ablo to stand up against an
equol foe? Wlfl It bo able to bring
victory and n pence that Is lasting?
Tli answer Is not in tho Immediate
success of tills single dash. It can
come only whentho whole Allied de-

fences havo crumbled.

Fines on the Instalment Ran.
Most persons of humane feeling

wilt be Inclined to hope for the pas-
sage In tho Legislature of the Mc-

laughlin bill, which provides that
poor persons shall be allowed to pay
fines on the Instalment plan. As
Magistrate McAnoo points out, such
n law would plaro the rich and the
poor on an equal footing to tho ex-

tent that tlio poor man's liberty
would not be lost through his having
to serve a prison sentence In defnult
of ready cnsh.

If' there Is nny objection to the bill
it must be from psychologists who
have observed the fuscinntlun of

payments. Victims of the
habit rise from beds purchased on
the Instalment plan, breakfast on
dishes bought at so much a week,
don instalment hats and ride to work
lu subways built on tho Instalment
plan. In the evening, seated In the,

Instalment mission rocker, they are
soothed by the dollar u week phono-
graph or Dickens on easy payments.
Would a misdemeanor priced so low
that you don't feel tho cost tempt
them beyond their strength?

It Is easy to Imagine the house-
holder bored by the sameness of In-

stalment lift; gazing from the win-
dow of the little bouse which ho Is
buying on the Balance Same ns Kent
plan, and regarding speculatively the
policeman across tho street Tho In-

stalment Pevll whispers: "Go and
soak him on the henn. Tho Judge
will hardly line you mure than ?lo,
and by signing tho clerk's hook on the
dotted line the payment will bo tils- -

trllmled over a period of three or
four months. Ten cent, u day that
extra cigar you shouldn't smoke
will pay for it, nnd you will have
something: the memory of a great
adventure."

Tho wife of an ordinarily mild mo-

torist Informs him, while they aro out
In the car, that she has Just mado the
final payment on tho dining room rug
and that the following Wednesday
will see the lust dollar laid down for
Professor Buzz's "History of the
Medlrevnl Future." The husband's
hand Instinctively seeks the gns con-
trol lever: the motorcycle policeman
has no more terror for him. Why not
try forty miles an hour when, for the
small sum of 50 cents a week, the
penalty Is disposed of by the Instal
ment plan?

The household budgets of those who
cannot withstand the lure of small
payments might read like this:
Payments on home 110.00
Smoking In subway
Sque.ikaplione
Walking unmuzzled dog. ........
Abyssinian art door mat........ .10
Shaking rut from window. ...... .03
Easter suit .CO

Breaking prune store windows. .. .20
Histories of tho war 8.72
Assaulting pacifist .01

A loyal wife might decide to put off
for another year the negotiations for
n piano In order that the husband
might go In for some assault and bat-
tery that ho has yearned to do but
which he hns been deterred from com-

mitting by the large lump cost
"What Is this dime for?" the clerk

of the court asks his Monday evening
caller. "Is It on your pisorderly Con-
duct" No. 2 account?" "No," cheerily
replies the citizen, consulting his
passbook, "Ifs a nrdrel toward the
fine for causing a crowd to collect nnd
a nickel on the Resisting an Officer
Account"

Nebraska's Sedition Crop Hewn tn
Her German Schools.

The strained relations between the
large German element in and around
the town of Eustls, Frontier county,
Nebraska, and the clement which
happens to be are caus-
ing some uneasiness, not only In the
neighborhood directly Involved but
throughout the State generally and
at the State Capitol In Lincoln.

As a result of the nil but exclu-
sive teaching of German In tho hun-
dreds of Lutheran schools of Ne-

braska schools In which the German
national authem Is habitually sung
snu Ainericnn patnouc songs never

thcro has grown up. even among
the younger generation, a

n sentiment which
seems recently to have become more
or less threatening in spots.

At Eustls J. M. Him., a Govern-
ment exemption board and food offi-

cer, was nssnultcd nnd badly boa ten
by no Fbitjs Haamioisn, n rnbld Ger-
man nccused of draft evasion. IUai--

hobs was arrested, fined $75 and held
for further TTo.lBn.l neticn Thi. in.
tenslfied feeling on both sides. The

rallied to Haaihobsj as
a martyr to American tyranny. The
Americans were equally heated in
their expression of the opinion that
Baaihobit had not got half of what
was his due.

A special despatch to tho Omaha
Bre says that some of the more timid
of tho Americans are advising that
nothing be said or done to irritate
the Germans. On the other hand, the
Germans persistently Jeer at the
American Hug, tit Americans and
at American customs generally. In
Americans of the rabbit pacifist type
this Is seemingly Inconsequential, but
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there are In Eustls and vicinity Amer
icans who are not rabbits and who
are not pacifists. These Americans
take the ground that It is unbecoming
to them as American citizens to go
around like kicked curs In their own
country.

At last accounts the Americans of
this way of thinking were arming
themselves and banding together for
the defence of their lives and prop-
erty. Meantime an appeal went to
Governor Neville to hurry a suffi-

cient armed force to the scene to pre-
vent what threatened at the time to
bo n serious clash.

A teapot tempest, to he sure, but
interestingly Illuminative of the re-
sults of peaceful German penetration
by way of tho schoolroom. It also
affords n demonstrating comment on
Dr. Nicholas Mubray BuTtra's
strong appeal In his recent St Louis
speech for Insistence on exclusive
English language Instruction In pub-li- e

schools, and the further Insist-
ence on English as the basic language
In all American schools whatever,
whether public or private, having to
do with the primary grade Instruc-
tion of the rising generations.

Country Loafers.
The news despatches from South

Dakota bring this Information:
"Tho lower house of South Dakota's

Legislature passed to-d- a bill author
izing county Councils of Defenc to
register and conscript men for labor
on farms.

"The measure provided a penalty of
three months Imprisonment and $1,000
fine for attempts at evasion.

"It Is particularly aimed at unem-
ployed In cities who refuse to accept
farm work." ,

According to the census of 1010
South Dakota had n population in
that year of &S2,7()o. Within Its
boundaries were six "Incorporated
places of r,000 or more Inhabitants,"
as follows :

Same. PojiulatloH. .Vnmr Population.
Aberdeen... .10.761 Mitchell ((1S
Huruii 5,731 Sioux Kails.. 14.034
Lead S,3!! Water'-own- . . 7,010

Accepting lhe-- e settlements ns cities '

.Hid awunliig that tho proportion of
uiium to rural dwellers In tho State
Is now the sumo us It was eight years
ago, less thnn l) per cent, of the In-

habitants of South Dokotn live In
"cities." We take It that nil of these
are not "unemployed who refuse to
accept farm work."

A good many projects for increas-
ing tho uvallablo supply of farm la-

bor have been put forwnrd by men
and women who assume that the new
workers must he found in the "cit-
ies," nnd apparently the rural
districts nre hnpplly without loafers.
Any man who lias lived in tho coun-
try knows that this Is not tho case.
The crossroads loafer Is a familiar
Institution tn every village and In
every hamlet; a "no account" son
perplexes many farmers. There Is a
greut potential reservoir of labor In
tho sons of rest who hold down re-

mote railroad station platforms and
keep the chairs from blowing out of
the olllces of wayside Inns.

We hope the city loafers will be
put to work, but wo can see no rea-
son why their country cousins should
not be set at useful tasks too.

Jurisdiction Over Aerial Saflormeo.
With airship navigation a reality,

It will not bo long before many of
these winged vessels are sailing un-

der tho "floor of heaven."
The mind wouders to the ships of

the sen and wonders whether these
vessels of the air will hnve as Inter-
esting names, and will, like their
sisters of the sen, take us now nnd
then away from the humdrum of life,
with Its made to order romances, Into
the realm where mystery reigns In
purity undefined.

Will there be a lookout, a dog
watch, port and starboard lights?
Will tho cnptnln be called "the old
man"? And will tho cook make plum
duff on Sunday?

If these ships of the air are to take
some of the attributes of their sis
ters of the sea, why not, In case of ,

collision, send tho aerial sallormen'
to tho Admiralty Court to settle their
rights nnd liabilities over the right of
way through tha clouds? What nn
Interesting snlvago case It would
make for a vessel of tho Bky to nn-sw-

tho call for help from n sister
vessel and tow her Into port I

The bill In the- - House to add a 10
per cent, increase to the salaries of
all department clerks employed In
Washington at less than J1.500 a year
recalls the cynical comment of a for
mer ltonresnntntli... thnt "nvitrv

i partmcnt employee in Washington re-- 1

ceiving less than 13,000 a year Is over- -
l,;l!a: thnso rcreivlnr more than $3,000
nre underpaid."

We liked the sample of Camp Up-
ton's Buffaloes when one battalion of
them proved their soldierly appear-
ance a few weeks ago; and yesterday's
show of tho 367th Regiment convinced
the town that the outfit Is as good ns
anything that has been said about
It. They deserve the stand of colors
the Union League Club, with peculiar
appropriateness, presented to them,
Their show y In the Manhattan
Opera Houfo will display their artistic
gifts advantageously. New York wel-
comes them and bids them Godspeed.

Perhaps tho upsurge of subterran-
ean streams which is disturbing ex-
cavators In nnd akout Madison Square
is nature's response to the political
successes recently won by the cold
water drinkers.

If Bhlckehlnn nn Ignorant CerrupUenT
To ma Epiros ot Till Sets Sir: Th

nam Phlclishlnny Is an Ignorant corrup-
tion of "Schork Shawne," the Inillan
nam for Five Mountain!.

It U time the country was educated and
released from the stigma of Ignorance
surrounding much of the beautiful legend,
ary hletory of 'our Und. Ais ,Uks.

Wilkxiiiiii, Pa., March IT.

WITH THE WOODSMEN.

One of those elemental occupations
that delight the shy and mysterious
something within us which survives,
despite a thousand and one adverse in-

fluences of civilisation, from the days
when the norld was young, Is wood
cuttingnot tho prosaic bucksaw and
woodbox work that Is the bane of the
farmer boy, but the fine and elevating
business of faring forth into tho stand-
ing timber and drawing from that
Inexhaustible reservoir enough bottled
July sunshine to make the (treat fire-pla-

roar Its huso glco until summer
comes again.

"Hewers of wood nnd drawers of
water" is the olden phrase, and if,
under a torrid sun, thoro Is keen zcsl
In lowering a bucket Into tho cool and
mossy depths of a aprlns and drawing
It forth brimming with crystal, llqutd
purity, no less Is there a subtle spell
In tho true ring of axo against stout
wood that must stir up memories
stored within ua from forgotten cen-

turies, Something of the natuo thrill
lies In drawing a net from the sea, In
pitching a tent against the coming of
night, In lying in tvult for game in tho
forest or beside the water. Such things
our fathers did bcsldo the Sea of
Galileo uncounted years before One
came to walk beside them.

Now Is tho time, back In the wood
country, when this fascinating busi-
ness of wood chopping Is going for-

ward. Tho long, midwinter spell of
Inactivity, so grateful after tho fall
rush of work, has begun to pall. A

continued furo of buckwheat cakes,
sausage, fried cakes, pork chops and
similar light edibles has mado one
feel llko stirring about a bit and, say,
pushing over a mountain or lifting one
corner of tho house. Tho woodpile,
too, Is allowing the attrition of the win-

ter campaign. There Is yet a good
deal of snow in the woods, the air is
cold enough to lend energy even to the
sluggard. Wood corded now will be
prime, seasoned stuff when the winds
begin to blow chill next autumn.

Ho one more ambitious than the rest
drums up the neighbors, and the party
Is formed. Past tho young hemlocks
nnd spruces that seem to nod thcli
thanks at being spared, the woodmen
press on to where the gteat rock oaks
hold their grave and weighty conclave
Axes and ciosacut Kins gleam ih the
winter sunshine. Tho crusted snow
crunches underfoot with a merry
timbre. The hearty olccs resound
against the massed trees.

A spot 'is selected where the trees
will fall where wood may bo plied and
bo easy of access afterward. The din- -

ner pails and coats aro cached The
underbrush is cleared snlllclently, and
SOOM axeH nlc slRa,l,ls de;!) lnt0, llJe

circumference by the patient hand ol
nature through so many years.

Tho axe men dig deep Into the side
toward which they wish the trees to
fall, and then, working In pairs, at-

tack from the opposite direction with
the two handled aaws. Tho Insatiable
teeth dance Into the tough wood. The
end of the saw freed momentarily from
work gives off a clear, bell-lik- e ring,
rhythmically pacing the sawyers ns
they bend to nnd fro.

Soon a shudder travels the length
of tho great forest denizen. Its
branches clutch with bare fingers
against tho unfriendly sky, and And
naught of aid. Tho shudder is now a
frightful reeling. Looking upward at
those stanch limbs and that solid trunk
tracing drunken lines agnlnst tho win-
try sky, one has the sense of some
dread catastrophe tearing at the very
vitals of the world.

But now a great shout arises nnd
accompanies a rending and crashing
the dying groan of tho stricken tree
The men stand back, breathing hard
as their victim falls prostrate, nnd

I

seemingly with the agony of a living
thing (brought to death, writhes and
sinks In upon Its branches. Then the
fall to again with saw and axe, and
soon the curds are rising, delimited b
saplings, where these grow at the
proper distance, or by riven lengths of
Umber.

Meanwhile the others aro at work
.arm me. crmug uui.

ring ana lima or avr?, me mini ot
saws, the shouts and laughter, (111 the
wood with a merry clamor. H Is one
of the country festlvuK like corn

s and bain raising.".
Long before noon, thoughts have

been tinning to the dinner pails
Finally some one starts a lire and as
It blazes high tho woodmen flock for
their homely worship nt Its altar.
Coffee Is heated, bread and meat are
toasted over the livid coals. How fine
Is the savor of it all, with the pungent
odor of wood smoke to be the Incense
and perfume of it!

For days the work continues, until
the cords rise as breastworks through-
out the woods. Then the teams come
crashing through tho underbrush,
winding their tortuous way past stone
fenced und between trees.

Tho Morning Trayer.
To the KoiTfia or Tun Si'N Sir. While

reading the letter entitled "Abiding
Kulth" In Krv It occurred to
me to Inquire through vour columns
whether these old gentlemen and "Old
Girls' ever say any morning prayers.
There Is a larfo number of Christian
people In the various sects who seem to
know nothing of offering to God the
tlrit fruits of tho day. From the time
they nrUo till they aro about to retire
money Is their god; which having been
duly worshipped for ten or twelve con-

secutive hours, they do mt begrudge
rlvo minutes- to tho Almighty, expecting
lu return to gam His protection during
tho "still and solemn hours" of cWV

They nre like the Utile boy wl
plained why ho never said any prv, '.J
except when he wan about to retire, viz.,
that he was able to take caro of "his
own self" In tho day time.

While tho evening prayer should not
be omitted, the morning Is the more ap
propriate time to bow In adoration to
the Huprems Being and give Htm our
first thoughts. Then may we confidently
expect Ills blessing on our labors of the
day before us, J. E. 8.

New Tons, March 22.

Tony Welter's Beautiful Attire.
To tub Kditor or Tub Bun air; In

describing tha dress on one occasion of
Tony Wellcr Dickens pays;

Ills lege were enr-aae- In knee cepd
breeches and painted top boots.

Knee breeches wo all know and top
boots likewise, but what about "knee
oord breeches" sud "painted top boots''?

What also of the "beaver" hat and
"beaver" gloves of which such frequent
mention Is made In tho literature of
that period and especially In Blrkens?

Nnw York, March "3. I), W. A.

A Complication of Ilia,
rruK the ArKanxit UtrtM.

Karl Dudley line been In bed for two
weeke, lie was vaccinated and then kicked
by a mule, which caused tha vaccina to
spread to different places

THE WORLD IS DOOMED.

It May Take Centarlsi, but Malthas
Will Be Avenges.

To the Editor or Ttis Bun Sir: Dr.
Malthus did not say that the population
of Kn gland In 1800 would Increase from
11,000,000 to 176,000,000 In 1900. What
ho did say was that If tho power of
population were to go on unchecked It
would double every twenty-flv- e years i

that because of thene cheeKS the populo-tlo- n

of Kurnpa doubled only ovcry two
or three hundred years.

You say that the fertility of the
land Js what man makes It, and that
the sclcntldo farmer Is able to put back
Into earth, at a cost less than the value
of the crop, the fertility of which he
robbed It. Any well Informed farmer
will deny that statement You may put
back some of the fertility, but you can
never get back the fertility that the
ground once possessed, even If you spend
twice the value ot any crop you can
raise on It. As time goes on tho ground
grows poorer and poorer until It will not
pay to work It. This may take centu
ries, but It Is what will happen to the
innd ultimately.

Malthus was right when ha said the
world Is doomed to ptarvatlon.

New Tobk, March 23. O. D. B.

WHAT JS AN ARTIST?

Loots, Supreme Spirit of the Spheres,
Defines Art and Genlns.

ro tub KruTOB of Tub Auk Sir: I
i(ivo dlrcovered the cause of the New

Yofk critics' fatluro In properly label-
ling an artist. It elmply la the fact that
they are Ignorant of the Just meaning
of the words they use, especially two
words, genius and Imagination, Ot
course they cannot, since only a man
with those attributes Is capable of defin-

ing them. I will be magnanimous and tn-fu-

Into their mlnda new Illumination.
Hcfore starting, It Is well to be per-

fectly unanimous an to what an artist
must be. Wo shall confine ourselves to
painting. An artist must be a master
of color; perspective, objective and atft
mospherlc ; of drawing ; of value : ot
textures ; of several techniques to suit
the subject matter, and other minor de-

tain.
A genius Is master of most of these

at nine years of agt. At fifteen he
excels In most of these tho works of
artists of maturo years. At twenty-tw- o

he produces paintings of superior qual
ity that are the decpalr and wonder of
artists. After that ago he continues
to enrich his productivity to kuch an ex-

tent that he Is left to himself, alone upon
the Parnassus of painting.

Now to Imagination. There are two
kinds. One Is the ability to illustrate
the Imaginative work of a writer. This
kind Is rather common. The other, pure
Imagination, is raro and Is In possession
ot a genius alone. This kind Is not in-

spired from reading a poem or a .Shake-

spearian drama. No; It Is wrought deep
within the mind of the genius. It pro-
duces a painting not to be found any-
where In the entire wealth of pictures
li the world. A creation, new, Inimita-
ble, supreme In the annals of art.

1 forgot to mention another absolute
Index to n work of a genlUF A nenlus
li lightning fast In his master works.
No senius can take ten years time to
execute a small painting. The most
Intricate large composition wltli tea fig -

ures, temples, beauty landscape and won- -

der clouded skv : why. a genius executes
this In four to six hour time ! Not
even an artist can do this. Mr. Critic,
next time carefully examine a painting;
If It Is direct In execution, with every
detail put in perfect, no painting over
of objects, clouds, Ac, then a genius was

master of fussed s to be ability
his of

he found
hierarchy.

can he be a genius? Think of Beethoven
v ilng ten years to write his Ninth Sym
phony. It would be a Jumble of Inhar-
monious notes an the painter's un-

organized picture must you can
see at Museum.

Instead of criticising works of an
artist, whose work critics hysteri-
cally place on peak of mastery im-

agination and genius, I beg of to
read my definitions, above written
down, and thon again gauge works
of their idol.

It is note this state of d

criticism I shall am from
voicing my opinion: It would not be un-

derstood. However, in order to defend
many of our abler nrtlsts and myself,
who Is America's) greatest pure imagina-
tive genlue, and entire world's most
versatile maater genius, I will place
painter on right chair a pedestal
ia necessary. Deficient aa a master
artist, why he not leam art?
could be a' genius a genius laughs
at childish so few; could he
Imagine subjects 1.E0O self-creat-

pictures? Ioi'is M. RiLsmwrus,
Supreme Spirit of Spheres.
Tonic, March 23.

Opinion la Japan Begardlng Inter-
vention in (Siberia.

From th I'ntt ani UVif .Vrtre.

The Japanese newspapers deal cau-

tiously with Siberian problem and
show much respect for alUtude

Tresldent Tills Is

especially truo of Journals printed In
English I many of tho vernacular
Journals advise Intervention at Vladi-
vostok, The Japan dverfterr, In lt
leader Tcbruaj-- 26, says: "Japan
cannot bo too cautious In dealing with
the eltuatlon In Tlussla. Japanese edi-

tors politicians who urge their Gov-

ernment Into a precipitate policy are
serving neither their country nor her
alltes.

"Far greater prizes ate to be
or lost now by political than
action. For both Germany and Al

political offers greatest
possibilities. An unnecessary display of
military force toward Itussla would
be an unpardonable 'political blunder.
How Japanese Government un
derstands mSleVe In Russia
it la hard to tell, but it certainly under-
stands Its task better than Japanese
press. The newspapers or japan in
main have completely to under-
stand temper of radical Itussla."

"Too much haste tn handling Rus-
sian situation from this might re-

sult In long repentance," says Japan
Times. "The Japanese are best
Judges and may be trusted to do
right thing. doubt there Is every
Intention In good faith to do right
thing at the right moment, but to ac-
cept the Judgment of tha man In
Western street as to what Japan should
do Just now to assist In and
help out might be a fatal error."

Trent Teg Fine,
From the Arkmtai
Oacar le fl urine;
On cettlnK a
In a ponder factory,
riecar re
That when make
A mistake
In a ponder factors,
Inatead of bawling ou out,
They aend flowers
To your .family.

THE MEDICAL CORPS AND MEDICAL
RANK IN THE ARMY.

General Gorgas's Proposal Discussed by an Officer of the Line.

A Sun reader of long standing, one
la a keen admirer of your editorial page,
questions wisdom of your stand and

loglo of your argument set forth
In "General Gorgas's Proposal." Let It
bo said here that opinions In regard
to proposed additional promotion In

Medical Corps have nothing to do
with appreciation of General Dor- -

gas's standing and ability as a medical
ofllcer and sanitarian of worldwide

need rank
nre

liropor

mn
It w(tcr

Imprimis, Tub makes several matter the rank of
statements which Invito comment. "Un-- 1 two, medical olllcer caimot rum.

present conditions Is no rank mand lino oHlcer or tho Litter's
higher than Colonel In the regular Med- - troops; ho can only i.conimoiwl.

Coips." Truo enough, except for weight given, rnnlldrnee placed h
fact that General (Sorgns himself Is an opinion or recommendation uf modi,

In regular Medical Corps! CHl officer a ofliccr depends
regular Medical Corps, like lteg- - most, altogether upon the former rrim-ul-

Army, Is a peace organisation, tatlon and experience, nnd, of rourw,
layman cannot hee camou-- 1 upon that Indefinable

flage, uticoiiKcIous on your part, of course, thing wo coll faith, hardly at all upon
In your statement. The Is that In his going tn ronnnn ,,.
Washington alone there In addition let lake concicto
to Oorgas, no than three If It be a somewhat extreme one. In
regular medical who are Hrlga-ihos- n medical opinion would the editor

of Medical Corps. of The Sun placo greater cunndenc,
National Incidentally, In all In that of Major Mnyo or In Hint of

branched of army all general officers Colonl X. of regular MiMic.il ("oris,
number by na- - who been an army doctor fur

tlosial defence act of 101ft are commis
sioned In National Army regardless
of force with which they may be
serving.

I have been, In army a good
many years, mid I have observed
that Medical Corps suffers from lack
of iufllclent rank, particularly when com-

pared with their brothers of
more especially their comrades

of tha Infantry and cavalry, and, except
In tho.so Instances where per- -

sonsl equation of medical officer him- -

self prohibited It, have always
marked deference paid to their medical
and sanitary opinions and recommends - i

lions, even crankiest of superior
officers. let us forget that,

where troops are concerned ultimate
responsibility Is upon their commander,
whatever be rank or tint of at-

tached medical officers, and whether their
recommendations be approved or disap-
proved, of coue, their rec-

ommendations are approved,
would an Increase a grade or In

rank of medical ofliccr havo al-

tered derision of commander,
unless the medico's reputation, exporl- -

anil age were commensurate with

,,

a

a

u

I

rank" Heyoud line officers the that Is h'e
make mistakes, many of them. In their average olllrcr le
relations with medical officers, d!- -. looks around at Mc.lli.al

medico's recommendations Instance nt'.iin be wonders

when they should approve them, on Why disparity? If additional
approve when, they tlon Is really neccsjry for the (J

chould disapprove. so do medical of Corpi should

officers make mistakes when with be authorized. It should

officers with each other. Both authorized until it 1m certain it s

human therefore prone to err. j necessary. Neither .! read-No-

I believe that if ot ere, nor Congress should
of Ir. M.ivo. Dr. Crllc, et are elusions in matti r. Asrtrtrn te

cufferlni- - from of Butllcient rank. If facts Judge nornrdlnply. I f - o:

the It. If the painter found In bis medical
bis color, composition, drawing. n example patriotic ;

why, Editor, It is logical to say i n not be In his relative poM-di- d

know then how , ,nn , a military But, ns was
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are asking higher tank for
. themselves, thev should by all means be
given some promotion, though not neces- -

sarlly grade of General olllcer
j may doubt whether Mayo's

' nerformsnco of dutv would be bet- -

ter than would Major Mayo's, or that
General Blank of would place

more confidenco In medlci. opln- -

Ion of General Mayo than he would In

thatof Major Mayo. After Majo's
, value to country tn critical time

TAP A TREE!

The Sapient Singer of Honesdale

Strikes at the Sugar Shortage.
To tiieKoitor or Tut Sun Sir; That

farmers might be stimulated to make

an extra supply of mapls sugar

syrup I wrote following verses

hope can use them :

tap
When oM Wlnter'e norms are

a
When young March bcflne her blast,

a tree,
Do not ay lt' too much work,
Let the other fellow shirk,
Buckle In Turk.

a

When the aun begins t ahlne.
a tree)

Don't tit by and whine.
a tree;

Oet the spiles buckets
Clean the kettle a shout.

old to
Tap a

There la work for all to
ft

Start the aprlng out anew,
r

I.eugh at yondor
TTnderne-tt- h the miner's elrn.
If plight yon rouM decline.

Tap a

InvtKii Dix.
HOXESPAI.E, Ta., March "Z.

THE PILE DRIVERS.
A Record Claimed a Crew From

(ircene County.

To Koituk or Tub .Sun Sir; 1

read with editorial article

Kvent Worth Encouraging," and, being
a friend of The .Sun, wish to "tip

should ou have money to
a time winter I vv.is in-

spector of pllo driving at fort Newark,
N, J previous to that was a

Inspector on Improving Hud-
son River.

In April, 1913, a pile driver from
New Haltlmore, N. drove piles
In eight hours under Inspection on

Government dike at Stuyvesant, N.
V, Mcllarg-Barto- n Company of
New York contractor, with Ixmls
J. Hiding an superintendent Hugene
Flnlc as captain of pllo dilverw.

The Port Newark boys have to
up early In to beat

that record. Robert . Finpi.at.
rr.oviPENCK, Ta., March 23.

A Student Encounters a Mystery.
To Huron or The Sr.v Why

Is it that nine of every ten girltt ir- -

modern high heels prm!t their
right ankles to bend sharply to
or west, viewed from behind, as as
their weight rests on them? It be-

come a habit with me to watch for
peculiarity. ly both ankles

be to bend, tuo
alone, It only ono Is nlfllclcil It H al-

ways right. 1h there cxplaru-tlo- n

this? I would be to learn
conclusions of other

W. It, H,
Walling ford, Civnn., March

W

said before, If Vlayos In the str.
vlco want and blither their
servlcr worth It and It tie
given them. Another many
these propo.vil Generals l(. ollloeri
of Medical Reserve Corps' No,;,
vcrrnns.

This discussion (a ill"j!e!on
of Important subject would refjulra

page of The Kt'.v) grown t.i
great length. Hear yrt a Hula
longer, an unaccustomed
should reiterate.
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ten or twelve years? IVr cotitta, civil.
Inns frequently prefer a younger dorter
to an older one, not because nf

ago, but because of their
comparative ability; we of the line nf the
army frequently prefer a "Captain Ijoc.
tor" to a Colonel.

Tho line officer has no desire to deny
legitimate promotion to Ida medicsl
brother. Hut the Litter haa had very
rapid promotion already It Is not 1.
grudged him. Hut sometimes, as th
lino oflicer looks around him and fen
doctot, dentists, ordnanro offieers, tig.
nat officers, engineer office re oltlrerj of
all staff departments, In fact of far
less aervlco but far above him In rani,
he wonders why. Ho sees, for Instance,
a doctor who otitered tho service tn
years after him, his nenlor by ons or
maybe two grades. (As Connn l)i)le'
gruff old boldler said : "I was proddlnu
in a camp kettle fer my food when he
wae bawling fer his pap" ) The l!n

offictr doesn't He awake ' nUbts, but
ho wonders why this disparity Is recee
sary or deirable ami believes it r

neither! The writer, after imt a in
years service, has no enmplalnt ns ti
his own rank ; be sincerely cv v

am confident that a careful stud- C 'he
various angles of tlil matter v.i'l cm
Tun Hf.v to conclude that to ac. e le to

General Gorgas's proposals Is for the
good of the army, and therefore of tho
country, neither necessary nor dci'.r- -

able.
The voice of the line Is rareli hrr4

save on the field of battle. Tli'e fact
doubtless has something to do with the
constantly Incrcnslng disparity pro

motion between tho line ajid C a faff
Finally, before a concluMun in thti

matter Is reached, ask Pershltnr 'or r'
V'll'.VS. I.IS'B I'ff'iTr

Washington, D c March 2 i

AYE, COTTON IS KING!

And In This Administration Ills Price

Is ot to He Fixed.
To the Editor or The Si'N--s- ir Tv

reasons given by your corTesvomb'rt M

M. McCall why a price ehoulii rwt ,e
llxed on cotton were merely p ujMbit
not convincing.
' He savs: "ft Is not selling pr.'pi '3.
atrly above other s. n t

vvh.i'b U.e cotton farmer i c"m; ' '1 o

haw."
Tins H true also of the men wh c

wheat, mine copper and mit. .'. .'
sled.

llo snys : "Tho crop last year '
produced under many dlltlcu.t ' art
labor, bad season, high fort.. 7er ml
boll weevi. 4c."

The men who grew wheat n.si
from short labor, limn wae,

drought, winter killing and hlirn fritte-
rs, while thone who mined ci-'f- r

from strikes and constnc rl'rf
coats, as did tho manufacturer r'nHe ssys: "Fixing the pr to u .1

the amount to bn plant! d .v
As n. fixed prion won! 1 be m - K '

than haa been seen in a geri-- i

recent eMrav.igant price.
bo little fear of a ile ro.i-c- d

Ho says; "We rcjjrt t i

uation of favfirlng the S n; ' .v

He may regiet It, but t'
mains. Hart bo forarit1 ". '

Kltchin poison ?Hd wl J 4

revenun bill? "Of the m '
this bill, every pi nny v.

north of Mason and Ii.xic
Mr. McCall also aujs- W

in a united country ai. 1 all s'
gether."

If this Is so, then w ' '

patriot unwilling t Marl ft "

wheat, tho ml:., r.--i of ct- p

manufacturers nf stri '

The dominant p"l tn 'il I '

narrowly partisan t.'.at
price fixed on rott.jii Ai ;

of tho Red C'rofs w 'I c ' '

curtailed by reatm uf h I

to pay t lie prevailing u' fa:- -

extravagant prices and tho C

trlot won't bat an eydash.
New York, March

The Debtor World nnd thn i rciti''"
Man.

To the Kpitor of Tur si
Hooper's letter in St
ti.g the theory th.it ' " w

everv nan a llv Ing ' r i.l '

l oj.ly all ribiitcd t .1 - ,'i '
later of I'ollce under Nai
offender arrested lu.-- steal
qm J" vivo," said the n " '
vols pas la nfcoMti','' ai ski

William S. "
Nnw York, Maun i

Tjpenrlte the Addrise un ti
I filer.

To Tiir rnir.ni it Thk
ert Hi e I,, adilrcr-lni- ; rnvii

11 s tnr " i s .in
" n i , V th it I - s 'i

preKiiniu''U l.it
trr p. nl fr ill I

' n r, hi u
.ejllliL' i IhHl k il
elli'or mi i l, k s.l i

I iteinlt' I ' 'J I'll' 'ul
'pver tllere." ,H -

NuMiii i., I'onn., Mar' li


