Rain to-day$ fair to-morrow; modonte.
shifting winds.
Highest tenfperature yesterday, 54; lowest, 3a.

Detpiled wonther reports on last pago,
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BRITISH DRIVEN BACK IN TERRIFIC BATTLE;
AMERICAN TROOPS TAKING A PART IN FIGH’ T;
GERMANS CROSS SOMME; CAPTURE PERONNE

BERLIN SAYS

GUN SHELLING
PARIS LOCATED
16 MILES AWAY

- ——

Monster, Believed to Be in |
Forest Near Laon, Likely
of Austrian Make,

MAY USE  PROPELLERS |
Fires  Tungsten Projectiles, |
Half Size of Steel, Ts Ex-

X port 8 ldea.

v e

= R
Long Range Guns Shell
Paris Fort, Sny. Berlin

BP "RLIN. via London, March 24,

-Offcial ahnouncement that
Puris has . been Lombarded by
German guns is made in to-
night's statement of the War
Mfice as follows:

tress of Paris with long dis-
tance guns,
N

By the 2apocioted Press.
fapis, March 24.-2The German “mone
v ot cannon” which bhas been lwmbard-
£ Paris haa besn located in the Forest

v 8L Gobaln, waest of Laon, and ex-
w tly 122 kilometers (approxigiately
reventy-six  milles) from Parls L.'lurl
Hall,

The gun bombarded Paris the greater
PArt of to-dmy.eilerdiay was ushered |
V by loud explosions from the ten Inch
wadlle, and Immedlately, at 886 o'clock,
18 Rlarm to take cover woaas sounded,
Many persons sought shalter, but groster
v ambera of them appeared {n the atreets
their way to the churchos, which
ware almost an well filled ns usual. The
romen who rell Halm leales on 1'alm
runday did thelf usual thriving business.
At first the shells began arriving at)
tervalm of twenty mihutes, anid the de-
tnatlons, considering the Sunday ¢alm,
coamed louder than thoese of Saturday
wir pawer (o disturb the egquanimity

« the populace, however, secemed less,
people  refusing 1o be distracted

vy thelr Sunday habits to any great

evtent,

Pruple ¥Feared Line Had Brokea.

tur the benefit of that portion of
1t populace which had been led to
eve the Germans bad broken through
Une and  wers bombarding Parls
nearby  positions a4 semi-ofMcial

o owas pEsued during the day. This
voted tae people ugalust belleving pes-
vaatie Peports. ]
The Preach front (s inftact” sald the
e UANY mmeertion to the contrary s

Bombardinent  of  the capital
e around 1 o'clock, and as late an
ok o explosions had been heard
tor wore than wn hour. The ‘clear
Y was sounded at 3:30 o'clock.
Vrhaugh during the earlier hours of
ombardment the shells arrived on |
i minute intervals, later In the
t ey begun arriviimge every ffteen
moites on the nverage, and® somae fell
LR taelve minutes apart. .
HAtury clrales the bellef was ex-

Piessed thint the Germians were using
Twno o long distance guns, The Matin
’ toe positlon of one of the guns Lof Cambral,
oo estaliiehed In the 8t. Gobain forest,

walld place it somewhat further

than had besn belleved and In
# wodded area.  This position would

utoseventy milea from Parle,

sahways Resame Trafie,

tin wariy hours of the morning
tie ptreets of Paris was shut
curtalisd, but before noun both
ways and tramways began run-
£ AR In the afternoon the streets

f 5} v ehowed great aplmation,
& the day large numbers of per-

We have hombarded the for- 1

I.. o'ctlock the enemy

natie te abtaly means of trans-
®ot tais them o thelr desting-
« %ok in oorder that they might |
iproihtments As 8 nEgal!
rift waritings are sounded,
of the populnes sought |
the subways an l In hl'rl

LB ON
wernment Has dec hinrl that in
+ the wumbardment of Paris by |
wvice e shinll not interrupt
o Hfe of the capital, but that

ation shall be warned of a
- ent by distinctive means, " dif-
At the usual warnings  sent |
! of nir ralds. Drums will be |
e i  the pislios  wlll sound |
v The public services, the trains |
Vays, tne iramways and the
mised Wil continue to ha |
ey “\_]u\-

warting 1« to he knows am
E No 3 It will mean that any
row 1 the ptrests is,
sl tomt ail shelters, except
wtinns, wiil he apen Th.l
Elad of o rald will be an-
= Lisfore, Ly o apedial trt m';wli

ringing of church Lelle

Wambnredment Hewllders Paris.

af . oo peess thie

v dlvided bes |

I hombarding
| Gerviman Hnes |
i raging o the |
Fie st of
uilnent W
fovauil 1y of

of pa:
the jnrl e !

dslve |
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(“Battle Has Been Won,”
Emperor Wires Empress

AHSTERDAH. March 34—
The German Empress, says a
Berlin official despatch, has re-
ceived the following telegram

from Emperor William:

I am pleased to be able to
tell you that, by the ce of
God, the battle by ﬁ:nohr.
Cambrai, St. Quentin and La
Fere has been won. The Lord
has gloriously aided. May He
further help.

The Berlin Tageblatt says
that when Field Marshal von
Hindenburg received the first
telegrams reporting om the of-
fensive, he remarked to Emperor
William:

Well, your Majesty, 1 think
we may be well pleased with
this initial success.

The newspape. adds that the
date for the offensive was fixed
long sgo and began at exactly
the time set, even to the hour.

J

STRAIGHT LINE
FIRST OBJECT|

l‘rnlimlnar_\' Bombardment of |
Less Duration Than Was
Expected.

CAMBRAIL

PLAN

[Correspondent Sends Vivid

Picture of Farly &ugen of
Great Baltle.

Special Cahle Despatch to Tam St

Lokpox, March 13 (delayed) —Hamil-
ton Fyfe, telegraphing to the Dodly Maul
on Thursiay evening from British head=
quirters (n Franee, says:

*For some duvs {t has been known
that the (ierman &attack was to be
| tnunched March 21, Sure enough at
batteries began w
heavy bombardment all along the front
from near the little river Scarpe, which
runs eagt and north of Arras. to the
end of our line on the river (dse, Thia
Is something ke sixty miles.

“An onormous number of guns had
been amsembled for shelling the preliml-
nary advance, but this wus not of long
duration. In a very few hours (t scemed
that the first move In the much dis-

cussed Cierman offensive had been male |

and that one of the enemy’s objectives
was to straighten his front in the re-
glon weat and southwest of Cambral,

A8 oirly ue 7 o'vlock some German |

units Lad left their trenchea and wt-
tawcked us with both heavy and light
machine guns. Between 9 and 10 o'clock
the engagement beémume general on a
front of sowme twenty-five miles, The
German right attacked near Croisilles.
Bullecourt and Lagnicourt and there was
hard fAghting In A brick fleld near the
Nrat of thesa villages,

Attack at Many PFolints.

“German waves flowed down the hill
from their positions. Croisllles lles In a
holijow Dbelow, but they suffered severaely
aw they came. Along the Bapaume-Cani-
bral road the enemy attacked also, then
toward Gouzeaucourt, & name made fa-
millar In the second phase of the battle
while their left wiag wans
pushed in the direction of Ronmsoy and
Pargicourt,

“On*our front the area of attack juts
out In & sallent. If the enemy could
piiich oft his =allent and run his line
stralght on a northwesterly alant in-
stend of having to run it at an angle
first north and then west,
uble to hold it with fﬂrer troops.  Also
by pinching it off he would hope to sur-
round and capture x number of our man,
These, it seema plain, are the alms with
which he sel out on the firat phase of his
offennive.

“He was trying to repeat on & larger
acule the operation by which he won
buck some of the ground which we
gained in the hattle of Cambral, Then
he pushed in on an ankle of our front
Lboth from the forth and east, aud his
two bodles of troops did thelr best to
joirt hands but could not manage the
tasi, although they had conslderable

ronmmm on Kecond Page.
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Smokers Help Two
War Funds To-day

FI\'E per cent. of the gross re-
ceipts in all of the Schulte
Cigar Stores to-day is to be given
to the New Vork Catholic War
Fund.
Lay in a supply of smokes suf-
ficient to last for several days.
Deposit the certificates you re-
ceive with your purchases in
THE SUN Tobacco Fund boxes.
Thus you will help two patri-
otic projects, each ‘of which pro-
mote: the comfort and wellare
of our roldiers at the front.

WARNING! THE SUN To-
bacco Fund has no connection
with any other fund. organiza-
tion or publication. It employs
10 agents or solicitora.

|
COPIED |

| but admittance was refused
word cume from Gen. March untll 10:30 |

ho would ba | TOU

OFU.S. DEFEAT

- NOT CONFIRMED

‘Gen. March Says Pershing's
Despatehes Are Merely
Weekly Summary.

WAVES INQUIRERS ASIDE

'Acting Necretary Crowel As-
serts He Has No Tidings of
American Reverse.

specat Despatel to Tue Sus
Wasnivoron, Mabeh 24.—In the face |
of the official German announcement |
Ihll American troops. brought up with
French and Canadians to reenforce the
Rmuh right wing. hiud been Leaten and
y driven back at Chauny, the War Domrt-
| ment adopted to-night an alr of mya-
lerluun #llence. The Uerman anpounce-
ment, which was the meat indication’
|thal Americans had becoms Invelved in
he drive, stirred Wash!ngton. to |ts
drpthn Confirmation of the repoit was®
mpossible to get owlng to the abso.

Iule pllence of (len. Peyton C. March,
the Chief of Btafl,
flen,  March, apparently Iaboring

under great stres:, arrived at hix offics
| enrly in the evening and locked himeelf
It had been understood
wos to pee the newspaper men and give
them & summary of ten,
despatches at 5:80 o'clock. A large
crowd Dbesleged the doors of liis office,
Not a!
o'clock, when hs opened the door and
waved away the newspaper rwof‘hn
and strode rapidly down the Lghl. =

at the door he kald:

To newspaper reporters who met bim | gain between St. Quentin and Ham, a distance of ap-
At ('hauny IB) Barlin uynl

“Not p ward, Thae!

roport from (len l'! ahing wos merely

[ weekly summary.”

L]
. Confilet of %1atements.

This statement conflicted absolutels

rwll'.h that given out eariler from act- |

& Secretary Crowell's  office, which
[ made it clews that the deapatoh from
Gien. Porshing had eontalned Informa-
tion of such Importance that 1t was at
once transmitted to the White Tlouze

| After exnmining ghe report the miate- |

[lm-nl war niade that [t
Cilatie vlew of he present situation

! Acting Secratar® of War (rowell a
10 o'clock to-night sild that he hkal|
recelved no offficial word o confirm the
statement of the German War Office that
American troops had been brought up
from the southwest to support the Bris-
ieh and had heen defeatod

pr. Crowell received his Nrst worid
of this report from Thae SN at his home,
“Had such a thing happened [ belleve
T would have heard of it.” he sald, “Con-
sequently 1 am not inelinml to glve
credence.”

It s understand that in addseon 1o
despatehes from Gen. Perghing a des-
{patch from Gen. Bliga alao arrived dur-
ing the day. Gen.
requented early this morning by Clen.
Murch to send a dally report and wns
anked algo for Information regarding
the report of the bombardment of Pas=in,
Whether or not to-dav's despadhes wore
ir answer to thesse messages could uno!
ha learned becauss of the allence mai-i-
talned by Gen. March.

Absence of Dally News, !

I The absence of anyvililng lhike a dailyv
communication from the American head-
quarters has become a maller of com-
ment hers now that American troops
have been engaged and are being men-

reports
Chauny, whert the Americans ars re-
portad to  have participated, is elght

miles from La Fere and mlx miles west
of the original battle Nne 1t {s 125
miles from the American sector north of

While thera has Leen no official men-
tion of Amarican troops near La Fere, it
was learned to-night that ut yeterda)’s
war council the presence of an American
unit within tweuty miles of La Fere
was admitted.

It is presumed that
tormed part of the reserve troops called
upon to fight renr guard nctions with
the enemy long enough to delay his
progress for the nocomplishment of some
purpose on the Alliss’ xide. ‘The Amer-
feans may therefore have carried out
their object amninst the advancing Ger-
mans and valiantly sacrificed lives to
stay the advance, But the only mentlon
'lho Ameriean poople get of their work

{14 the German statement that the Amer-

jeans were beaten and driven back.

\ Alr of Confidence.

| There was still an alr of confideie at
the War Departinen®
r].\ upon the reports of the wood ordesr
111..9:.;.\;(1 by the Britlel In their retire-
| ment, This was reflected both at the
| Britieh and French embasdes, where it
| wun repeated that there was nothing
apparen!l} alarming In the sltuation,
|M. tha FPrepeh Kmbasay confidence was
largely based on an oMolal despatch re-
celved from Paris enrly In the morning.
The dezpateh followe:

“The German offensive rontinues bhe- |
tween o n-|ne11u ulul Tergnlor with very

l‘m-turuﬂt on qrru:ld Pape.

' This Is a
Wheatless Day

that he .
Perahing's |

WHERE GERMANS ARE ADVANCING.

Increuased gains are announced by the Hritish War the Germans have deteated American troops who were

front.

by Berlin as captured by the Germans. | front in the Chemin des Dames seetor (5). Paris re-

Jt appears that the Ge

Germans have made their largest | poits that the big German

The nearest American forces were on the Aisne |

proxim-uly Hh mslu

miles lwly

the city has been locate

took an optl- |

Pershiing hail beci |

tigned Invidiously In the German officlal

the Americans |

to-day based large- |

Pra——
—

Text of Official Statements

Lamspox, Murely 24,
Iil.l' the fighting on the western front;

G tndght i = Betwoen the 8omme and the Olse
onr corps are fighting thelr way forward,
been tnken,

! hir booty Inpwar material i enovmous, The Eng-
sl b thele retlrement are hurning French towns wind
; villnges, [

{ Wi huve bombarded the fortres< of Parls with long
v listanee guns,

A zigantle strugeie i taking place for Rapanme.
A Battle is in progress on the Transloy-Combles-Maure-
1as ine,

The HEomme has bheen erossed o1 many
I our attuck between Peronne and Ha.

German (doay)—The battle near Monchy,

=i Quentin und La Fere lias bwen won,

» The Hritish Third and Fourth armies and portions
i of Franco-Amervionn reserves who have been brought
{oup were beaten, amd on the line 3¢ Bapaume-Bouche-
vesnes and fwhiod the Somme, between Peronne and
Huam, as well as at Chauny, were repulsed with 1he
heaviest of losses,

The army of Gen, von Below (0410} ook hy storm
Monechy helght and soutly thereof earried forward the
nLtACk in on \\r-mII\ direction beyond Waneourt anid
Henlu, 11 i now engaged ' In o fight northwest of Bu-
piaume for the thivd enemy positions, Strong Hritlsh
counter onttacks were rnpm L

The army of Gen, von Dermar.Wite, following upon
the heels of the vanquished enemy, pressed forwand
in elose pursuit Frilay night as fur us the third enemy
position in the Equaneourt-Nurlu-Templeux-La  Fosses
Bernes line,

points in

Cambral.

Attacking German Armies Form Junction.

arly  yesterday morning they renewed theip ar-
fuek ngainst the ey and defeated him In spite of
s desperate defnce gl contlpunl counter ultucks,
A Junetion with the lefi wing of the attack of l.ml
von Below was effectod.

Between Mananeourt amd Peronne the troops of
Gens, von Kathen ned von Gotard hiave foresd o
crossing over the Tortille secior anid on the Somms
bateflelds are fighting nroumnd Bouchevesnes, 1'eronne
has fallen, Other divislons hinve pressed forward to
the south therenf as fur ns the Sonnme

As enrly ns Friday evenlpg (he urmy of Gen, von
Hutler, pressing closely forward, (ook hy storm the
third enemy position, broke through o and competied
the enemy o retire,

In censeless pursuli the eorps of Gens, von Lueti
] wirz snd von Oortinge hiave repclisd the Somnie,

‘ Hum fell, after a desperate Hght, nto (he hbds of

our victorlous troops, English reserves, which wore
thrown agniust them in a desperate attack, sustalned
sunginary  losses,

The vorps of Gens, von Webern and von Conte and
the troops of Gen, von Gexl, after a flerce buttle,
croxsed the Crozal Cunnl,

ll French, Engllsh and Awmeviean vegiments, which

Liad been hrought up from the southwest for a vounter
| attack, were thrown bk on Chauny In a sonthe.
wesierly direction,

Praises Bravery of German Troops.
the achievement of a formiduble stceess the

I ul.

onm TBAREPORT smm

Follmeing are the oficial reporis

Chauny bins

of the noldlers

trovps of all the German races exerted their utiosi,
The attueking apirit of the infantry coull oot hnve
been exeeeded, 1t has shown what German braver)
e pecomplish

Light, heavy nnd the heaviest artillery " and mine
throwers, uteasingly pressing forward over coruter
flelds, espevinlly contributed to the support of the in.
fantey  attack. whivh contlnnansly  pressed  forward.
Flame throwers took thelr purt of ploneers o the tight-
Ing, us o thely ordipary work, and maiutaloned the

I ol tralitions,

Aviators gl balleons brought valuable informa-
tion to the commaidd.  Our elinsing nud battle echelons,
weenstomsd o victory, malotaloed in hard fighting
mustery in the alr and artneked the retreating enemy
coltins, Motor troop eolumus und tralns worked in-
cossitiy

Polurs of communieation in the rear of ihe enemy
were the abjectives of our bombing squadrons, who
Bive heen active every night, ;

e eaptures have inereased 1o over S0k piris
pners and W anns. On many of the remaining points
of the western  front artillery  battles  atd  recon-
noitring engzageinents linve continuml,

British (nighti—-Fresh hostile uttacks developml
his morning In great strength on (the Whole battle
front, and they have contlnued throughout the doy. -

v South of Teronne (e eneiny sueeceded afler heavy
fightiog In vrossing the River Somme at eertaln poniis,
These ure belng dealt with,

North of Peronne enemy attucks word  diteeted
with greatest violenve agalust the line of the Wiver
Tortille (n tributary of the Somme), OUr troops on
this portlon of the battie front huve been withdrawn
atnd are fighting in new  positions,

Further north repegiea assuults by hirge hdies of
Germun infuntey have been repulsed with heavy Jo<s
to the enemy. In this fighting the Seventeenth nmd
Fortieth divisions greatly  distingnlshed  thems<elves,
benting off many hostile attucks,

Haig Reports His Troops Holding Line.

British Gduy V- There has been no material chauge
I thie situation on the battle front during the nlght, nl-
though Mirther dghting has taken place ot o number of
palnts,

Our troops are holding the line of the Somme River
o Peronne. Smull parvties of the snemy which en-
deavored to cross in the peighborhomd of Pargny were
driven buek,

On our vight we are in tonch with the French, and
fo the uorth of the River Somme ol Peronne our (roops
Lol their positions, ufter heating off o namber of at-
ineks on different portions of this front dnrving the
eavly part of the night.

Menvy fghting Is still to be expected,

French onight)= There waus intermitlent aetlllery
activity nerth of the Chemin des Dames,  Artillery
sngagements, sometimes vielent, ocenrred in Cho-
pugne, In the reglon of the Monts, on the right bank of
the Meuse, berween Caurleres Wood and Bezonyvang
and ot Martmanswoellerkopf,

French (duy b-—~tGerman (roops, afler a violent homs
bardment, undertook w surprise attack (o the south of
Juvineourt, but guite withont suceess,

There has heen fulvly spicited arctillery fighting in
the reglon of Le Pretee Wooll @ in the Vosges nol far
from lu Fouteneile nml ]| l!ltrtmuuﬂwvi‘orkn[-l'

ana Admiral von FOE PROTESTS TO ARGENTINA

i Meyrer were lost
|
|

Frankland
Sirack Mine Iin Baltie,

Loxpox, March 24 --Finlanders «
riving a1 Stoekholm on the gunboat

Reported 1o Mave

| Bveusksund say that the Germau trans- |

| port Frankland Mtruck a mine and sank
{at Noorland, mceording to an Kxchunge
| Telegrapti despatell  from  Stockholm,
The transport was (rowded with sol-

diers, cannon and unitions and, ace

& | rording to the drl{uteh. the entire crew,

A Htockholm despatch dated Mareh
22 wald that another German transport

b been blown up by a mine near the |

Aland Islands and that the transport
| Frankland, which came up to its rescue,
'wus domaged deverely by another
nlowiog,

Amiens OMeinl Under Arvest,

| rector of the Munjcipal Lahoratory nt
| Amierns wios asrrested this morning.
‘iu reported a wireless apparatius hu
found in Irim homae

ex- | such

Presldent lrl;o)-n lu-l-ul to Bas !
American Supply Ship.
Bueros Avees, March 24.—The Ger-
| MAn newspapers,

are protesting vigorously to tha Argesn-
tine Govermment agninst permitting an

X | American supply ship to remain herc o
Parip, Mareh 22 (delayed),——The dis Jogd meats for the Amerlean fles

President Irigoven, however, has o
formed Ambassador Stimson that the

| vense]l may remaln In port ax long as

mli be necessmry.
"

BIG GUNS BOMBARDED PARIS

GERMAN REPORT/

’ ;:Encmy Employing Million Troops in

Effort to Break the British Line
Is Sacrificing Them by

Thousands.

‘RETIREMENT OF HAIG CONDUCTED
ACCORDING TO PREARRANGEDPLAN

| Fighting Continues Heavily at all Points, With

No Indication of a Letup—Berlin Now
Reports 30,000 Captives.

LONDON, March

spectal Cable Despateh fo Tum Sis
fopyrght, 1M8; ali cghta renérved,

24.--The situation on the battlefront in

France to-night is that one-half of the territory wrested from
or given up by the Germans since July, 1916, is now again in
their hands as a result of the four days fighting.

In the terrific struggle for Bapaume on the Transloy-
Combles-Maurepas line they are at the last named town, within

four miles of the battlefront in 1916.

| back now, are traversing the old battlefield.

The Germans assert that they have crossed the Somme
|and have taken Peronne, but the British do not admit it. Ber-
|lin also reports that the Germans have taken a total of 30,000
[prisoners and 600 guns since the present offensive opened.
and claims success generally for the Kaiser's armies.

The British, in falling

American Troops Are Engaged.
According to the afternoon German official statement

Office as the fighting on the present offensive in, brought up with the French to reenforce the British) American troops have suffered their first defeat on the bat-
France grows in intensity. Peronne (1) and Ham (2) |

tle front in a sanguinary conflict near Chauny. The Berlin

which has been nhollinllstatement says that the American troops,
in 8t. Gobain forest, TGIbrouxht up from the southwest for a counter attack to pre-

who had been

vent the Germans from crossing the Crozeat Canal, were
thrown back in a southwesterly direction on Chauny.

This is the first official intimation that the American
{troops have been engaged in the present battle, although it

was announced officially last night that Gen. Petain was co-,

operating with the British to resist the German drive.

| The morale of the troops continues excellent, the cor-
1ne-mnndemt::. at the front report, despite the four days of
strenuous fighting and the reserve of artillery is ample to re-
i place what was lost. They intimate that the British are about

ready to begin the second round in the world’s

greatest bat-

itle, in which, Gen. Haig predicted, heavy fighting is still to

'be expected.

.

Lay of Ground Aids Enemy.

The German advance has been materially aided by the
favorable condition of the ground, which is not cut up by ar-
tillery fire and shell holes, but has many good roads, which

facilitated the rapid bringing up of the guns on the heels of
their infantry and afturded an opportunity for the effective
'use of cavalry.
_ The most serious luss to the British in their withdrawal
"was the abandonment of stores, munitions and supplies be-

[tween St. Quentin and the Somme,
Hancourt, Athies and Vaux.

i Bernes,

especi
The

ally at Roisel,
ground here is

most favorable for transport, so much so that it is unneces-

1qarv to use the roads as the artillery and auto trucks are nhlv
1)

to cross the fields over the undulating ground.

| below St.

Battle Rages With Greatest Fury.

LONDON, March 24, —The fiercest kind of fighting, both
i by infantry and artillery, continued all day to-day without the
Eslighlesl intermission on the whole front from near Arras to

fifty miles it reached a concentration of fury

'tained in this war.

Quentin, but in the centre of that long streteh of

never before ats

It has been definitely ascertained that the

| Germans are using more than 1,000,000 men and they are ex-
s hibiting an absolute disregard of losses which iz appalling.

The British are fighting desperately to hold their lines, but
"are giving ground almosy everywhere under the avalanche of

(ierman troops.
i been taken, and the heaviest fighting of the day is

Berlin reports that Ham an

d Peronne have
now in

iiprt)gl‘(‘ﬁﬁ before Bapaume: the German report to-night calls it a
. a " (N

| “giguntic struggle.

; These three towns were regarded by the British as the

Cheart of their new defence line along the Somme.

Their loss

1 is a serious blow and the Germans have not been slow to follow
|up their success, but already have crossed the river at many
pmntu between Ham and Peronne.

Resistance Stronger Than Expected.
Field Marshal Haig in his report to-night says that the
| Germans who succeeded in crossing the Somme are being dealt

l\uth

Despite the recession of the British lines and the loss of
German citlzens wnd | Important towns it is clear that the resistance encountered by
(erman officials aw aes left Nere | the Germans is much stronger than they expected and that they

! have been unable to realize so far their objectives.
(ien. Haig reports that north of Peronne the attacks were
[directed with the greatest violence against the line of the River

Tortille, a tributary

of the Somme, where the British troops

iwero finully withdrawn and are fighting in ggw positions, Ber-

L]

'
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