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If the thing is conceivable, suppose

the war was on this side of the ocean,

nnd Gennnny were outally, entering
or about to enter the conflict with n

common foe. Suppose that one of
the highest and most Intelligent ofll-cer- s

of the German coiumnntl, General
von Iudf.noobff, for lnsta"hce. had just
returned to headquarters after a per-

sonal Inspection of conditions at the

front in America. Poos any human
lieJng believe that a week, n day. nn
hour would pass without the- - urgent
summoning of Goneral vox Luden-ihiit- f

to the presence of a Kaiser eager
for every detail of information which

tlw General could give hlni? But the
Kaiser is an autocrat. Is It liecnuee

the Kaiser is an autocrat that Presi-

dent Wilson studiously avoids doing

lu the case of General Leonard Wook

that wlildi William II. would nio.t
certainly do lu the cae of Vox I.e.
uexdorif? Or Js It merely because the

President prefers to keep his mind
clear of military facts until Secretary
I'.akfr reports;

Two Kinds of UodssklDg.

The Hon. TnouAS R. Marshall,
whose wit nnd wisdom nnd .shrewd
common sense do not emerge often
enough from the routine duties of the
Senate chair, made n speech In "ev
York night before1 lnst In which he
denounced "street corner" criticism
of war administration. The

Mild :

"There have been, I auppote, an iu- -

rlnlle number of enors. There always
are errors in war. but any man who
devotes himself, to pointing out these.

orrora and docs nothing to aid In the
betterment of conditions when oppor-

tunity Is given him Is unworthy tha
privilege of citizenship."

Mr. Marshall was referring, we
to the sort of criticism

which Hie M'orltl aptly terms "(ioil-nikltijr- ."

A our neighbor remarks,
people who are forever wringing their
Hands and crying "For (Jon's sake
do something!" will not drive a sin-

gle rivet In si ship or transport a

Military soldier across the Atlantic.
But how Is It, Mr.

in the cne of citizens who nn; giving
i heir dollars and are ready to give
their lust dollar to speed up the. war?
How is It In the case of those who are
giving the lives of their brothers,
their liuslmnds. their sons Diat the
war may be won'' Have they no right
to point out these errors, to demand
lliclr correction, lo criticise the waste
of time, of money, of ciTiirt, of 1 i ft V

It must seem o
AiAnsiiALL, on second thought, Hint a
good many millions of his fellow citl-yen- s

have, fairly earned the right to
ay, "For Con's sake do something!"

Making a Good Job of a Bad One.
There were dark hints in the Sen-

ate aircraft debate almost as disturb-
ing ns the deplorable revelation of
failure Itself. Senator Poinpfatku's
speech fairly bristled with "secret,
unknown Influences." with "mysteri-
ous blights" thwarting aircraft pro-
duction, and with other depressing
confidences of "a gentleman high in
the Aircraft Production Board." The
Senator even went o fur as to say
that Ir is not the Intention of the
aircraft administration to make bat-
tle planes.

The Senate debate only loo thor-
oughly cleared things In one quarter
while It obscured them In another.
It gave us a transitory hut painfully
distinct view of the thlny-seve- n air-
craft icrfonnniice of a "O.iKKt aircraft
promise. Then It plunged us Into this
fog of dark insinuation through
which looms the vague outline of
some malign form of "secret Influ-
ence" and "mysterious blight."

And Senator Borah rend from Hie
Borglum report that which gives even
more ominous proportions of this fog
enveloped Thing of Kvll Unit is
threatening us. According to this re-
port there Is a "predetermination to
thwnrt tho efforts of the nation."

Surely It cannot be expected that
the. country will penult suggestions
wi iilnrmlng to rest where these Sen-
ators, have left them. A fog of veiled
generalities will not do, There must

"

V

bn names nnd specifications. If there
Is "n predetermination to thwart the
efforts of the nation," who Is it who
has so predetermined? If the air-

craft administration has no Intention
of building battlo planes, why lias It
so decided and who is responsible for
the decision? What is the "mysteri-
ous blight" and what are the "mysteri-
ous Influences." that are. thwarting
aircraft production?

To these questions the public will
demand definite answers. And such
answers should readily attainable.
The field of inquiry is sufficiently cir-
cumscribed to admit of thorough ex-

ploration. There need be no fear for
the nerves of the Amcrlcnn people.
They may not bo "enthused," as the
Senator plaintively put It, by the rev
elations, but of a certainty they will
prefer knowledge of u present dan-
ger, however grave, to n fool's para
dise of windbag enthusiasm. It It
prove to be only n case of soiled linen
washing, why, wo seem to bo pretty
well committed anyway to n rather
full line of laundry work of that sort
under pitiless publicity Illumination,
nnd we may as well make a good Job
of what at the best Is a bad one, and
so hnvo done with it.

We Steal lM,M,tM
Hours From the Night.

When Thomas Mooan wrote tha
sensible lines In which he said

"And the best of all ways
To lengthen our days

Is to steal a few hours from the night,
my dear,"

the plan of our distinguished fellow
countryman Benjamin Franklin
for saving daylight was a long way
from practical application to the af-

fairs of life, but before the sun rises
again 100,000,000 hours nnd more
reckoning sixty minutes each for
every American will nave lieen
stolen from the night, nnd the theft
will be repeated In each revolution of
the earth until well after the au-

tumnal equinox. For seven months
we shall enjoy the benefits of our
burglarious nttnek on Father Time,
and as that unregulated old monopo-

list will lose nothing he values we
shall make use of the booty with clear
consciences.

The pilferers lme an absurdly
easy course to pursue. All that they
must do Is to set the hands of theli
timepieces ahead at II o'clock

morning. If they sit up that late,
or, if they go to bed nt a reasonable
hour, when they are rendy to turn In.
Those who adopt the latter plan
should sleep uninterruptedly until the
long hand Is nt 12 and the short hand
at 3, for In the interval between the
advancing of their clocks nnd watches
and 2 o'clock on Sunday morning
they will be out of step with the
master clock: nt the Naval Observa-
tory. Sound sleep to all of thein.

We leave to efficiency experts the
adjustment of the time records of
those night workers who begin their
labors In the evening, say nt 10
o'clock, and work eight hours of sixty
minutes each. They will nppear to
have been nt their tasks for nine
hours, and some of them may at-

tempt to collect for the extra hour.
If they can get the money, well and
good: it they cannot, no hnrm will
be done. Our syniputhy Is excited
only by the difficulties that to thn
lay mind would seem to beset the
train despatches. What will become
of tho trnln scheduled to leave to-

morrow morning nt 'J :f!0 o'clock?
the expert transportation

men who control trntllc have worked
this puzzle out ; and they have also
decided how tho 2 o'clock and the I

IJ o'clock trains pre to depart without
conflict with the impenetrability of

'

matter.
Such question concern only a few

of the 100,000,00(1 daylight savers.
They need not bother us. Most of
us will go to bed nt the usual time

t, our wntches falsely repre-
senting us ns having turned In nn
hour later than we do, and will wake
up on Sunday In ample time to eat our
liaster eggs In comfort and get to
church on time.

The Klslng Generation.
I'rol'fssor William I.vox I'hm.i'm

of Yale rnlvei-slt- Is convinced that
the young men of y possess- u
greater power of endurance than their
predecessors of ancient times. Of
Americans In particular he said to
the members of the American Acad
emy of Arts nnd Letters:

"Tills war lias, proved that our mod
ern joung nnn, In spite of the
case and luxuilra of the day, are made
of the stuff of their fathers of 17TC.

"If It be true tli.it our young men
have lived amid modem luxuries, then
I submit to you th.it their cheerfulness
in sacrifice Ik all the greater because of
that. People aunpoge that luxury has
made the whole race leser.er.ite, but
that Is not my belief."

The opinion that the ruin Is de-

teriorating, nnd hns reached an
alarming stage of degeneracy, Is held
by comparatively few persons, who
look at only a few of the facts, and
on them erect u lopsided edlllce of
despair. They assume that all the
young men of seek the en
ervating and debilitating "ease nnd
luxuries" thut mark tho lives of n
few exceptionally Minuted young men,
who deem themselves fortunate, but
nre in fact most unfortunate; nnd
lhat none of the young men of the
past ilny with whom comparisons
nVn made were luxt'ry loving, soft or
dissipated. To them nil young men
of the present generation have been
typified by n few debauchees, nnd nil
young men of their chosen golden age
have delighted In the Spartan virtues.

The sumo ridiculous generalizations
mark n great deal of the solemn
writing that concerns Itself with
American young women, Most of it is

i

utterly ridiculous. It Is based on the
assumption that a few light headed
girts, 111 trained and running wild,
give tho true measure of American
young womanhood. The dissertations
based on this premise are so numer-
ous that nobody would pretend to
have kept track of them, and as false
as they are numerous. Their au-

thors havo sought out the abnormal,
labelled It normal, and then pro-
ceeded to exhaust their vocabularies
In denunciations that were as lack-
ing in wit as they were In reason.

One of tho most conspicuous of-

fenders against good sense In this
particular kind of generalization Is
that famous bell wether of pacifists
Dr. David Stars Jordan, who took a
hasty look at a few French persons
whose admitted deficiencies made
them conspicuous In his vision, nnd
then went about distributing his
cocksure message that the French
were n hopelessly degenerate race.
He should be convinced by this time
that his outgivings were preposter-
ous nonsense. To tho world, to the
French themselves, hls enlighten-
ment is of no consequence, but Tun
Sun would extract n moment's cheer
from the knowledge thnt Dr. Jordan
had reduced his store of Ignorance
through study of the war.

As for tho youngsters of
hnen and women, they are sound phys
ically, mentnlly, morally and spiritu-
ally, and the oldsters need havo no
fear of the results of their adminis-
tration of world affairs. They will
make a better Job of It than any of
their predecessors.

"We Mutt Strip for Action."
General MAscn, the Acting Chief

of Staff, has warned his fellow coun-
trymen that they "must strip for
action."

He is right.
We must strip from the facts of the

situation the camouflage of misstate-
ment, unfounded nssurance nnd base-
less confidence that has 1een sedu-
lously applied to them by persons
more desirous of Immediate applause
for themselves than concern over the
ultimate welfare of the country.

We must quit talking vague gen-

eralities, about our unlimited re-

sources In men and raw materials,
and get down to undoctored statistics
of soldiers, sailors and the completed
engines of war.

We must clear the air of meaning-
less chatter about tluj-blu- o print po-

tentialities of goods" unavailable for
the rombnt we are engaged in. and
enlighten ourselves with the unim-
peachable records of goods actually
turned out nnd consigned to the trans-
portation systems of the country for
delivery where they are needed.

We must rid our minds of the no-

tion that the pen with which the
President signed the declaration of
war against Germany was a mnglc
wand that transformed notoriously
inefficient Job holders, whose only
claim to plite wus their political
sllckness, into highly trained, su-

perbly equipped specialists, capable
of attacking successfully Intricate
problems of Industry, transportation
and strategy without further school-
ing or preparation.

We must cease to heed the outgiv-
ings of Interested incompetents who
raise the cry thtifcrl'tlcs are traitor,
that those who discern shortcomings
are tools of treason and that those
who demand the facts nre .Indus
Iscarlots.

We must Indeed strip for action:
and the false Impressions nnd care-
fully cultivated ignorance thnt now
restrain our strength nre the Urst
things we must cast aside.

The Time tn Tickle (he Dartli.
Kvery amateur fanner, every back-

yard gardener. Is about this time of
er puzzled by the question: When

Is it time to begin? Sometimes, Im-

patient to open the earth and too
proud or too diffident to ask ques-
tions of the experienced, he ruins his
garden by turning the soil too soon.
It would he well If he would under-
stand that the doubt which disturbs
lilni is one that has annoyed man
since Aii am dched without the aid
of a guidebook.

The superintendent of the Itomln-io-

ex)ierlmeiital farm at Churlotl-town- ,

1'rince Kdward Maui!, sent the
old question to many fanners:

"Will ou tell the boyn how you de-

cide when to start on the land In piep-aratlo- n

for spring planting?"

The answer received from (lie larg-

est number of farmers who replied
was delightfully human:

' When the neighbors stait."
The more Independent souls unc

a variety of replies;
"When then; Is no glues on the pod

from tlie. mouldhoaid."
"When the hoides do not .sink on the

land."
"When 5011 see the Unci Meamlng,"
"If. when ou drlv your heel Into

th ground, turn It around and pull it
up, It does not suck."

"When you He down nn the grom.U

and feel I warm."
"When .ion tec dry cputs on I lie sur-

face."
"When Mm sr the gr.if-- Retting

green."
"When the hai ronvs do not clog."
"When the fences appear to be dan-

cing." "

The last and most poetic of tho re-

plies quoted will not seem absurd to
thoe who havo observed llm Illusion
caused by hot, moist nlr rising In
waxes from the earth am! making
stationary objects seem to tremble or
dance.

Mr. Clark, who conducted the
questionnaire, is of the opinion that
the best answer is this:

"Take a handful of soil, squeeze It tn
your hand, and If it still crumbles when

THE SUN, SATURDAY, MARCH 30, 1918.

th hand Is opened the 'field fa ready
to be worked."

We recommend this method to our
gardening friends, for it has the ap-

proval of most old farmers. But
when the amateur lives In a place
where there are old timers he may
do well also to turn a sly eye In
tho direction of experienced men and
begin his operations "when tho neigh-
bors start."

Who eeta his watch ahead y

will catch his train without delay.

Tha perfect loyalty of tha German
American Alliance has been attested by
former Congressman BAATitOLtrr of St.
Louis. Just who stands for Mr. Bah-thol-

is not stated. Th World.
Mr. Bartholdt Is vouched for by the

famous historian Bartholdt, who dis-
covered that Baron von Strubbn was
sent to this country by Frederick t,he
Great, and he, tn turn, Is heartily in-

dorsed by the man who saw tho sword
that Frederick the Great presented to
Washington. Tho German American
Alliance gives Its unqualified sanction
to all of them, which obviously and
automatically closes tho discussion.

Hti.an goes away on another holiday
trip. Evening Post headline.

Tills Is tempting; weather, but his
Honor may be expected back soon. As
Chairman Straus's friend Horace says:
"At Home you hanker for your country

home; .
Once hi the country there's no place like

Rome."

If Miss Spring tins any sense of re-

sponsibility she will provide for the
depnrture of March tho kind of wea-
ther she furnished for hor numerous
patrons so far this week.

An hour lost ht brings the
golfers delight.

DAYLIGHT SAVING.

A Dream of What the Clocks Think
Abont It,

Totiib Editor op Tiir Sun Sir: This
Is what I dreamed:

"I suppose thero's no help for It."
said Grandfather's Clock In the front
hall, between a tick nnd n tock, "but
It comes hard at my nge to be ex-
pected to lie people out of bed when
they wan to llo longer. 1 haven't
heard of anybody calling on my old
friend Sun Dial to do anything of the
sort."

"Where do you get that stuff about
you and Sun Dial being friends? You
never afrrecwith htm," said tho Ormolu
Clock in tho parlor with a French
accent and pert utterance.

"Well, we have our little differences
at times," admitted the veteran, "but
there is a gentleman's agreement be-
tween us. Ho is of the old school and
goes entirely by appearances when he
goes at all, co he Is naturally wrong
most of the tlino according to exact
horoiouical .cl;nce, &ut he Is as hon-
est as the day even If he does take his
nights off. and nothing would Induce
him to record the hours falsely as a
matter of expediency."

"Kxpedlency is all there Is to it. '

exclaimed the Alarm Clock In the bed-
room, breaking In rudely, as his habit
is. "The only thing these human"
seem to think a clod: is for is to tell
'em when to get up. And then, half
tho time, they throw boots at us. I'm
so used to being set back and set for-
ward according to tho master's whim
that I've grown entirely Indifferent to
the actual verities."

"There nre no verities," said the
neiieator, chiming In roftly, as If his
mechanism had been disturbed. "There
isn't a timepiece on earth more con-
scientious than I nm, but every time
I'm taken on a journey I tlnd myself
going wrong, I have to be sct-ever- y

day according to where I nm. You all
seem to think that because it W.as
C A. M. an hour ago it must be 7
A. M. now, but 1 havo often seen A. M.
and '. M. so mixed up that you
couldn't tell one from the other."

"Travellers' tales." said (Irand-father- 's

Clock, lomplare'itly. "That's
nil of a pieco with what ou some-
times lic.ir atiout the woi'id moving
I've stood riyht hero for n hundred
years, and I know betti r. It stands
to reason that if the world had moved
in all that timo I'd be somewhere else
by now."

"Yes, nnd you'd have to change your
face to be in fashion," murmured the
Repeater. Jlnt tills remark was lost In
the hubbub w hen thn Cuckoo Clock on
the wall burst wide open and the
Cuckoo came out with a whir.

"Any fool know;!," Faid the Cuckoo,
Indignantly, "that when it's high noon
there's no sense in calling it 1 o'clock:
hut If nil the fools get together and
insist on callln;,- - their folly wisdom
there's only one thing for us to do."

And taking this oiitlneak as a sign--
they nil went on tirl!te. nnd I woke up.

Dm in A. i 'rims.
N'i:w Yoi!;, March 23.

Are We Doing Onr Utmost?
To the Kpitor or The f r.v .S'lr: Are

we doing our utmost to Euid troops to
France? Kveiy Allied ship leaving ttiee
chores can carry some men and thus In
the agg-ega- tc the capacity of the tran-por- ts

to get across ran be latgoly
Increased. Are we doing this?

,"W York, Mau'.i 2!. II w. S

The Critics of the Administration.
I'rom tin-- .Veir ymfc lltsnLI.

Mr. ltouHoxelt's arraignment of phi use
making of woid slinging ns a meant, of

, warfaia expremes tho thought uppei-- j
most in the minds of all thinking Amer
ican!',

From tlir .Voic Yuri; Time".
They are not Judicious frlendn of the

Administration who attack as "partisan-
ship" Inquiik'S or criticisms thnt are
mado b liemocrata as well as itepubll-car.-

'row the .Vi w Voih Titbu'.e.
Colonel Kcosevelt's Is that ardent and

somewhat Impetuous Americanism,
impatient, which nould throw

the whole nation's energy Into the strug-
gle without a moment's hesitation or re-

serve. The political party in power Is
not of the Hooseveltian stamp or kind.

The I'Trainld.
I used tn think nrtlMIe tn'iftfi
Pound nerclse alone In tussles
Which snt appreciable ruiitles

Throuch fields 12!yrlstn

a more rerom'tie tl-i- b

Ot urt. I pourht a loftier ilerrb U.
Anil to effusions esoteric

Signed mo Olympian.

nut now appears the stipe rstar.dsrd
To whirl) all others Iiuva but pandered
I can't ba great till I've memdered

In, groves Bllstiemlan,
ilL-iLM- JC. WiLMsb

TICKLE THE SOIL.

Bnt Let Us Lean From tha Mistakes
Mat Last Tear In War Garaeni.
To Tira Editor or Tins Sun Sir; After

a long season's hibernation, now
awakens the advocate of war garden
ing, full fledged, Ilka Minerva, to enlist
waiting cohorts of the amateur wleldera
ot the rake and hoe, though, aa the great
Oustavus Adolphus once remarked, don't
forget tha spade, what a disordered
campaign of fruitless endeavor In the
agricultural line was that of last sum
mer. Who will have the courage to
disclose statistics of the results of those
sporadic ventures?

They remind one of the typical church
fair, the faithful and misdirected effort
and the more often than otherwise
meagre and disheartening financial
return.

In the several communities, say. In
Westchester county, the enterprise was
largely a, fad, faltering half way be-
tween seedtimo and harvest. There
was lacking sine qua non, simple, ele-
mentary Instruction as to the work to
be done, first convenience of location of
land offered, its arablenesa or other pos-

sible conditions for use and Its adapta-
bility for raising In tills order potatoes,
carrots, parsnips, beets, onions and
corn ; theso are staples and give prolific,
return, properly cultivated, and may De
stored for winter, a great desideratum.

In very Email space at hand, any one
should bo ablo to raise early in the
season nn ample family supply of
radishes, lettuce and, with more ground,
cabbage There was swampy and stony
ground, land In practically Inaccessible
locations for thoso presumably to be
benefited by Its ue. There was land
which had never had material cultiva-
tion, entirely unavailable under the cir-
cumstances. Here was a fatality of lost
motion at the start.

I was told by a real farmer member
of the Bedford farmers Club, the alpha
and omega of agricultural authority in
Westchester county, that lie knew of
land offered for growing potatoes and
listed ns open or all comers that ''was
absolutely unfit for such cultivation. In
brief, then. If this desirable work Is to
be renewed let It be begun under more
practical auspices, first as to fitting nud
available sites for field gardening, thus
giving the ambitious amateur his fair
start, for thenceforward ho will have
enough to do.

The ground must be ploughed or In
the case ot small areas thoroughly
spaded ; at the samo time some good
stable manure, the best form of fertil-
izer, should bo mixed In with the soil
at ploughing, and manure or other com-
mercial substitute Is costly, but abso-
lutely essential to success.

The seed, which should be at least
good of Its kind, Is an Important and
costly factor nlso, and there Is much
poor, unreliable seed on the market. 1

have the circular before mo of a sub-
stantial teed dealer In which, speaking
of corn, he says: "Hlghty per cent, of
seed com now on the market is of low
germination and unfit for seed pur-
poses." To be sure, he la blowing his
own corn, so to speak, but the state-
ment Is nevertheless startling.

It Is not Intended here to ridicule or
discourage this vcry desirable Industry.
bu on the contrary t would urge In-

telligent participation In it upon ever'
one lo whom opportunity may come with
Inclination and determination to suc-
ceed. The Coming winter of this jear
Is likely to be a poignant season for
food nupply. To mary this work prop-
erly undertaken can be made to be quite
prolitable. besides the pleasure attending
even measurable success, while on the
other hand the to many unusual physi-
cal exerclso attending the service of
tlK.e useful adjuncts, the rake, tho hoe
and the Bpade, will bring real pleasure
and a profit in a healthful recreation:
but let the old adage be remembered:
What Is worth doing must be well done.

John Y. Cui.tek.
New York, March "0.

RAF TERINGICE.
Wonld a Pontoon Bridge Hold the

Hudson River Floes'.'
To tub Editor or Tun Sr.v fir: I

was much Interested In an article In Tits
SrNDAT St'N of January 20, which has
oniy recently reached me, uescilbing
Mr. Adams's proposed scheme for the
retention In the areas where It forms
of the Hudson ltlver Ice, thus to inure
navigation from obstruction thereby of
the North and Kast I'.hcrs nnd of New
York upper ly.

There is certainly great piomlse in
Mr. Adams's proposod scl erne, and if It
prove effective, as l hope It may, an
enormous measure of benefit will accrue
to the Port of New York.

Mr. Adams strengthens his rantenllnn
as to tho feasibility of ltolding the drift-
ing river ico by a pontoon bridge by
quoting the caso of the l'rie pier. Hut It
may iwsslblj- - be that Mr. Adams's epe-rlcnc- e

of tho action of Ice in raftering.
I. e., piling up, when obstructed, as' he
states happen on the up river bays of
th Ihic pier, may not Imve been suff-
iciently t.tried to show li'm thut the
action of ue raftering against a floating
pontoon biidge will be materially dif-
ferent from what occurs nhen Ico raf-
ters against the face of a pier rigidly
conntcted to the Hvor bed.

In the latter case, If the wind con-
tinues from an upii'ver point rutflcluntly
long, and there be drift Ice enough to
come down, It will accumulate against
thu face of tho pier and pllo up; but a
It piles up It must nl inevitably pile
downward; but It will still bo held by

! the pier and will freeze Into a monolithic
mass that wli ' h In to arrest the i,re.
sure of furthe , -- ,n,i.1.i,m .i ,.

lievc tho pier in great mcasute from the
thrust thereof.

Hut when Lo rafters against pontoons
drawing, probably, not more than
to twelve feet of water, and connected

las a bridge, and plies up against their
sides to a bel;ht of four to ihe feet It
has at the same time to pile downward
as well to the level of their keels, and
any further piling up result l further
si king the submerged i co so that It
will escape beneath tho bottoms of the
pontoons. Once this limit of height is

force all fuither drift Ice that may come
down, If it como In sutlleient mass, be

I ti,vi,h tS Im.Miu.1 (,l...,a l.n ......
,,,,,-i.t- . ,,it..,r ,,1,,, urn

rafter formed between the pontoon
bottoms and the river surface.

If there be nothing In the local
of tho Hudson Itlvor Ico

rafters to Interfere with or nullify the
usual action of raftering Ico I would
fear that this would happen, nnd thus
the value of the viholo scheme bo
seriously discounted. F, p.

St. John's, Newfoundland, March 12,

Spring Signs,
lrnnir eorreiponilenea OMldn llliialcli,
Th robins and song nparroiv aie ring-

ing again and the sip is running nm
wherever nre tupped.

IlisgusTed lilni.
The K.icle Heavens' been sitting

on this ueit a tar and only hatched cne
airplane.

THE CURTAILED ANTHEM.

a Bertateatal Review am Aialtor
la Snrpriaed.

To tk Editor or Th Sun Sir. At
some of the amusement places where
they have muslo it haa been th practice
for some time past to play the national
anthem as part of the programme.

The natural thing to do, If not to sing
the words aloud (which, aad to say, Is
seldom done), Is at least to think the
words, but one find frequently that the
stirring strains of "The Star Spangled
Banner" when fitted to words fall short
a couple of lines, as the musicians cut
out that much of a verse. This Is
perhaps another Indication of Ameri-
can speed ( t) or possibly la du to the
cunning of alien musicians.

It Is bad enough to have th length
ef a vers cut short In amusement
places where possibly It is played by
enemy aliens in the guise of musicians,
but the most, recent instance of this
curtailment occurred on Wednesday eve-

ning at the preliminary review and regi-
mental drill of the new Seventh Itegl-men- t,

,where after the ceremony of eve-

ning narade. When "retreat" had been
ouned by the bugles, the band began

playing The Star Spangled Banner, ' as
Is customary at ruch occasions. Who
would think that on the drill floor of
such a military organization the band
would curtail the national anthem? But
this Is exactly what happened, as any
one following the words through found
that the words did not fit the music.

New .Vork, March 29. Jatkss.

THE SOURCE OF DELAYS.

Eleventh ITonr Changes In Ship and
Airplane Flans.

Tothi KditoropThk Sun Sir: Sen-

ator Overman says that the aeroplane
delay Is due to the spies In the factory.

No; it is not due to the Spies in the
factory, but to tho voices close to the
heads of departments, who change plans
and cause delays that the manufacturers
know to be senseless.

Why not Investigate these eleventh
hour changes?

Why let shipbuilders go to Teias
that they rfay be near the wood and
then order a different kind from the
other end of the United States?

Why change the lengths of the ships
but a fraction? Why order that they be
finished at the shipyard when the build-

ers know they can be done better else-

where and make room for more ships?
Why not go to the Government con-

tractors and for lists of senseless
changes?

Investigate them, find the real spies.
With Choate'sj dying word?, "For God's

sake hurry up," we have been trying to
experiment. Instead of using the enor-

mous experlenco of the Allies.
No, the spies are not lu the factory

causing the delay.
The trouble Is near the source of

fOWer. lNVrSTIOATE.
Nr.w York, March 29.

WHAT HbTBTARKINGTON!

Attend to This Hoosler's Fling at the
Writers of Indiana.

To ran KniTor. ok Tun Sr.v Sir: The
masle caption of a recent editorial
article In the Cincinnati Enquirer was
".Simplicity tho Cltimate float." There
we ,ir magniloquent!- - taught that we
should omit all unnecessary words, as
though what we write were to b cabled
across the ocean. The verbal Moses of
the Vnquirrr manifestly caught a
magnificent view of the Promised Land
of correct language from the mountain
top of Intellectuality, but, like the
Moses of ancient Israel, sin Is certain
to prevent his entering therein.

According to thy scientific laws of
Spencer and In harmony with the
spiritual vision of Tolstoy, e cannot
escape altogether the immorality and
stupidity of our environment nnd
heredity. The scientific theory of per-

fect language which tho llnqulrer
so profoundly stated a mighty reve-

lation of truth, but It would be mis-
calculation to suppose that said famous
publication could twar to such cold
regions of practice. As a goal Is al
ways ultimate, tho Enquirer violates Its

j theory of eomlsa utterance when It
uses the term "ultimate goal."

"The language we use" should ba
cr.lled "a hideous patois" The namo of
our imbecile country the t'nlted
St.Ufs, and villainous taste l per-
missible, s.iy "these unite.' states," but
do not capitalize It as "thce t.'nlted
States," for thai Is not the name of our
nation.

I happen to be a native of Indiana,
but If that State has one w titer who
uses decent language, I have not heard
of him. O. Henry and Joseph Addison
are about the only respectable users of
wonls. Addison educated Allison.

C. A l.M sox.
Cincinnati. Ohio, March 2S.

THE MILITARY SOUTHPAW.
(Jraif I'nildems lu the .School of the

Soldier.
To tut. KeiTor: or Thk Scn Si, What

do tney d nith the. left handed man
lu the ami " I. N. VKsriUATon.

Nrw Slaicb 23.

TRADE BRIEFS.
CVinsjl W. U. I'haprnAti :lut

slioiit ttu- - hmelreil car- - of lomstofs ill
be js.illablc for Import frnni the Mar.jtl.in,

.on'iil.ir dHtrh t Into this country
tlurlnr the preent kcmsuii. Mexican plant-
ers ha- - simtiiilir.l he.uy lus-r-s bet-au-

'
I of th- - e of Infer. ur see.l, ami l U f or-

!!'! t'W " .iirefii' fctu.lv "f It--.

gulrements at t;.- - fmners out ii,i't
In an demand fur hlch er.ide
American need. Thre l al mallet
fer modern fanning lou'.s esp-- Lilly

planter.-- .
It l i.M th.,'. Pnnltlt fil,etnin have

used tub oil wU'.i conttderulde sir .'f
I "periling th motor of their saUll craf

"tale th.it Dleel motor can t
Jrh"1 a" ""h "" a wlth "'
"'j1"" ,,u'1' '"'nslv- - than

prepared by the ontum- -',.,, ,,,,, .,..,,.
, , ' f n:'t.TJJl','".

inert HuH-iiu- ".'14 riitotn Home, this
. Itv. by refc-- to 111- - Nn. lSIll,

Machines f e ii.nking tablets nl pi's
are n ilem.iiid In M xloo. ale
requested.

Iluenos A-- i presents u maiUet for th
sale, of nickel plated bathroom accesso-
ries.

Catalogues if nuven wire fence, po-t- s

and fence stret.liers have been asked for
by an American loneul.ir officer In .youtli
America.

Fnlas merchants nie the market for
sporting good,, of a'l Kinds.

Imports Into route lib a m WIT amounted
to '.Or,, '.'40, ,i il.ii rras of about l 000,
000 from the Win totnt. i:poits
rrca-e- d from sll.l'Jl.KJ in Us n to JU..

in 1017.
Jtachln-r- y for ih inal.Ui; of corn oil

Is vjinted in Jamaica
There la an opportunity In Australia for

tha sal of materials for making and rt- -

teached no further accretion takes place. , , t.Jt, ,.,,. b(, f,, ,t ,p ,,,.
as. tho water pressure will continue tniuni, of th roreign ui.d Domestic,

me
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THE APPROACHING
THE SUFFRAGE

Sentiment In the Soir aa Indicated by Events In Texas and Elscuhw
The Women and the Senators.

The most remarkable Instance of
progress In woman suffrage since
New Tork enfranchised women last
November waa the granting- - of pri-

mary suffrage by the Texas legisla-
ture to the women of that Stato
March 22. The bill passed the House
on March 15 by 84 ayes, 34 noes, after
an amendment to provide separato
polling places for whlto and colored
women waa defeated. Tho Senate
adopted it a week later by a votn of
17 to 4, with four members paired,
but added two amendments, one that
after this year women must pay tho
poll tax required of men, tho other
that in order to voto in 1918 they
must register fifteen days before elec-
tion. The women wcro not kept In
suspense, for tho IIouso concurred Im-

mediately by viva voce vote, which
waa greeted with applause. As tho
corrmilttco of suffragists who had ben
In attendance every day slnco tho ses-
sion opened roso to Icavo tho gallery
the Representatives rose also and gavo
them a round of hearty cheers.

The Governor signed the bill M?rch
56. It provides that "any woman who
possesses tho qualifications required of
electors shall havo tho right to voto at
all primary elections nnd nominating
conventions." In n Stnto which hns
practically bnt one party this Is
equivalent to tho full suffrage, as after
tho choice Is made at the primaries the
election is only a matter of form. It
Is the samo kind of a law that was
enacted a year ago by the Legislature
of Arkansas, under which tho women
w'll vote for the first timo at the
primary elections In May. It includes
a voto for all local and Stato officials,
members of tho Legislature, members
of Congress and Presidential electors,
and la much broader In Us scopo than
the one under which tho women of
Illinois vote.

Tho reason these two Southern
Legislatures did not givo tho suffrage
at final elections ns well as primaries
Is because this would have required
an amendment to the Constitution,
which would havo to ba referred to
the voters, and a good deal of educa-
tional work should first bo done. Tho
object lesson of tho nctu.il experiment
will be moro effective than any cam-
paign which could bo made, but prob-
ably a Fcdcrnl amendment will ren-

der it unnecessary ever to amend thlr
State Constitutions. Rven more sig-

nificant than the action of tho Arkan-
sas Legislature Is that of Texas, as it
Is a thoroughly Southern State while
Arkansas Is largely permeated with
Western ideas. Texas marks a dis-

tinct break In tho "solid South" on
tho question of votes for women, and
It will make the largest whlto spot
that has ever leen put on tho "suf-
frage mnp." Her women have won a
great victory.

Susan H. Anthony's attitude toward
the women of the South was a good
deal like lYesident Wilson's now to-

ward tho people of Uussl.a she did
not get discouraged. During the long
years when they could not bo per-
suaded to take any Interest In suffrage
she always said: "When onco they
iro aroused they will have it and
nothing can prevent." A group of
them In every Stato are now very wide
awako and those of Texas have been
in the lead. Tho singular feature has
been the quick conversion of Southern
women to the method of n Federal
amendment. They were as much op-

posed to it a were the men seven or
eight years ago when they began or-

ganizing and working. They believed
in the State's right to control the suf-

frage and fully expected that tlicy
could get It for tho asking. The
movement In tho South bus always

CONKLING THE "ME TOO."

Ha Told Piatt Not to Be "Too Hatj"
About lteslgulng.

T.) the KniTon or Titu Srv Sir: My
old friend I'M Mn'.t Is perfectly con cot
in niaint.iin-.n- that ltos.-o- e Conkhug
and not Thomas l Piatt was tho "Mo
Too" of ISO.

The proof appear, in "The Autobiog-
raphy of Thomas Collier Piatt," of
which I am the editor and compiler.
On page 130 Senator Piatt writes:

Inasmuch as the Collector-hi- p was the
met desirable and lucrative New York
odlc within the glfi of th President,
Conkiliig and mvself naturally were In-

clined to resent llobertson's (William II )

nomination. 1 hud been portrayej as a

"Me Too" an I "llcho" and "Droinb," of
Conltllnir. It has been nn
among my crlilrs Hint ni'T-- , tti
example of I'.mK'lns ill i vnil'ilttiK miv

'lis by rexlsnlni; from tlio
Tni -- e ire ill- - l nt ico i a - in-

formed that UolKrt,oll's in li.i

bea submitted lo tlie .sena-.e- , i uj
the dealt nnd examined tti- - ..'ft lal do.

I considered I: .1 frtatult.us li

suit to the N'cn Vork lii.puljll.au urganl-rdttou- .

walked r er to and
suld : '1 shall eend uij resignation tr,
(Jovernor Cornell

Conkllng. with a look of t'npa:Ience,
timed upon mo And repliel. 'Young-man,

do not bo too hasty abou till mat-
ter." We then went to the ic.r of tnr
chamber and talked it ovet.

Conkllllg tnMMed t.lat we ,.'io.ild nuit
nnd fight It o.lt 111 the or, nlr.eo to Ill ll

the Ilobertson ttomlt.atir.n had be. n
I repi:,-d- ' i h.. o

humiliated n t'nlted Mat. Mna'.uis irom
tlie great s'l.ito of Si iv Yoil; t'ul tue.e
U bu: on- - thins lor to do r ',uk
Uin by I.iiuied!ale'. tlirulni: m
our resignation- - an 1 t!in appeal to llic
IjcN.ature to sustain us '

I finally Indui cd t'oiikltng, M .v 11. to
Join m In ottering n.ir Joint ir..
lie made up his mind attei
Arthur and Postmaster-Oencra- l .lam' ,

tho only member of the Harti--

from New York, bad voU-e- tuiir
nlong- with ilowrnor C'oru-- il ai.d

other New- - Yoik r.epublb an ' ad.-r--

leil'is .1. I,r:ii.
N'l.w YoitK, Mat el: --'!.

r,Miiiiiiic ee- - mi I'arlj -- pring.
(Ofll the .Net- I t'tul, It fig;.

T;.' fact tli.ii in! whined b ackblrd
have been seen in f.. ks In th M. IMly nf
I'onuonoo leads nature" U- - prophets to ilc.
dare In favor of an eirly spring. Th ted
w lined blackbird, It Is ..M, does i.ot foll-

ow- the hiblt of otli-- r hnrMiinri - nf
sprl'iE, (ailed, ill robin and b.iifblid.
of remaining deep bidden lr. the wo,,,,
during the wlri'er, but lei dies c "i
warm weather In the South. I: n ,iM
they are n n"ver f.illln: stun nf waim,
settled wecth'r.

Alt the lleta.ll..
Tiom ,Af-- ll'aMiO'i .ttftuure ,?epii'er

John Jteniley happened tu a bail a
la tlm of tlie He snow. It was

plajlng on th Ice and It broke throtub
with him and h went under and lost his
pockatbttok, but ha found tt afyr alt,

SENATE VOTE ON
AMENDMENT.

been In the hands of able and reprn
sentatlve women, and yet, although
the Legislature of every Southern
State has been repeatedly petitioned
to submit tho question to the votersevery one has refused, and Fotno of.
them more than once, Louisiana s'.t
times. It did not tako tho women
long to see tho rank Injustice of tha
demand thnt they should look to theState for their enfranchisement andtho refusal to give them their only
chanco.

At the Atlantic City National pMf.
frngo Convention In September, uictho delegates from twelve. .Southern
States voted In favor of a Kederst
amendment and havo advocated It ever
since. Every Stnto association In thi
South Is working for this amendment.
A Southern Slates association organ-
ised for tho express purposo of getting
tho suffrage through the, States, which
maintained an excellent paper, went
out of existence over a year ogo.
Southern Scnntors who are holding out
against this amendment are doing n't
directly contrary to tho wishes of th
women of their States, and they know-It- .

At the timo tho voto on n Federal
amendment was taken in tho lower
house of Congress last January !ctter
and telegrams indorsing It wcro sent
from tho presidents of tho Slate suf-
frage associations of twelve Southern
States. A petition signed by 10,009
women went from Florida. Klght Stat
associations of women in Te.xna besides
thoso organized for suffrage demanded
it. Forty-thrc- o Representatives from
Southern States, including Oklahoma,
voted for tho amendment.

j Till pressure mucli Increased i
now being niado on tho Senits.
Twenty-tw- o Southern Senators

Included) arc counted as cp-- I
posing the amendment and none ci
them hns anv proof that ho repre
stnts the sentiment of tho women of

i his Stato or even of tho most Intellt-- '
gent. Tako tho two from North Cam
linn, for example, Senators Overman
and Simmons. Petitions signed by hun
drcds of women have been sent them
Including the college women from 107

i cities nnd towns, among them J'eara
Institute, tho oldest Presbyterian cot-

lego for women, of which Mrs. Over- -

man nnd Mrs. Josephus Daniels are
graduates. Its petition was signed l

but eleven of tho present students
nnd nil but two of the. faculty. Ii,
Merodith Haptlst College all the fuc

' ulty but ono nnd 200 women students
signed the petition. In tlio State Nor
mal School It was signed by r,76 e'
tho 050 students. Senator simmonss
two married daughters wcro amor,,,
tho petitioners.

Tho situation is the samo with tN
Senators from South Carolina. Hur-droi-

of tho faculty members and
students of Coker, Converse nnd

Colleges have sent petition',
and that from Wlnthrop, of wli'.ch

Senator Tillman Is a trustee, contain 1

tho nnnics of S45 of tho 1.000 teacher--

and students. The samo story cntiM bp
told In regard to all of the Southern
Senators. At least ten nre pledged to
vote for the amendment, nnd tt Is a-
lmost certriin that several others will

do so.
A striking Illustration of the, chants

In sentiment is seen in the attitude ('.
tho Southern press. There Is scarcelv
n city In the States where one or mor.i
influential papers nre not urclng n

Federal stiff raco amendment. This '1
j especially noticeable In Texas, and th-- i

result Is now manifest. After It has
been submitted by Congress It n '

not face a solid array of hostile .rz'
lutures in tho Southern States

IDA JlfSTEli llACrr.R,
Kditorial Chairman Leslie suffr.it t

Bureau,
j New York, March 20.

THE BAT AND THE BATTLE.

Evidently Armageddon Will Not lln
Been Won at the Polo tironucK

To thk HiiiTor. or Tun Prs- - Sir
lead the letter of I'.iptain T. I,, IIu to

Tub Srs la- -t Stiudn ai.d tlioroufhi
ague wiih eervthlng the r.ip-.ai-

I'.iptniu lays considerable Mrs
the lack of patriotism shown In baeeba.
circles and terms It a disgrace. It Is

astonishing that so few big league ylaj
ers have volunteered, lieforo we '

tered the war a number of pictures
we-- e published In various r.cw.sparen
of baseball players In aviator suit?,
and appended to each was sn ortlc
In wlilrli each player announced "'

what branch of the service he won .

seb !. I remember distinctly a phot
graph of llcizog, nho at
lighting fiu uioi.ey 'ie c'a n,s Is 1 '

mm fjfim some baseball ! w

lie ,s pictuiei as an av - At. t '

aulilc. If I rienll (..'. '
tha he i' anxious to sen " Ii i:
in that capacity. He ! j et t i i.st

I temetnher the ph'U'es of S,irie
Culib, Fletcher, .Siliupp. Z.nimeTS'
Mums, KubcrtMin, Maker, Ma e'. Ms

riu.i rd. Stengel and numerous , t.ie n
plaei, and also recall the -- ti:eer
of their choice it, t.ie frri.6 ' t' '
Ham. Hut. as Captain Hue i "!
tho only flgh'ing they have d "' '

our count) y has been In t'n w.n i.r
a year- - - - for more mom .

Tiue, Hank Howdy, Mata. " '

the! - have - listed. A i I

lumcn'i-- . in the Matotr. : ' t .0 '
!.-- the mil v bap, pl.ijw W lui
win-- e thn leal IIk'iIii h .. tal.
Ami I not alsn torree' n iil'r
theie aie approilmati ly 0 J,'
the National and American l.raJ
and t.i.it nut ot that number e - '

;, per cent, h.na enlist, d'
Wiiii.w "1 r'Nrw ru k. March

t'leiirlliit the llerkv
To Tin; I'm run or T ".

.ill appu-- i ii.ii. tin ,j. . ..

'tie suggest nl eltonge.-- . H

tlii ,irin.i and navy mm in
' dtS UrSKHl.
i Could i.ut t i.s g:iv. .jj'-- j

tied at mice ;r, lmpe th.r. s.
i up matters ol' lessor lnuintt.it

inoi ii ships, a.rpl.-incs-, gu..-- . a
- i '

MlPliLr.lU.lti , Vt Mar '

When ri.b re llnnd.
'"ifl.a lie Vpiifui- L' 'i ' I

fit linrd IJ'.inhlrpt. i."c'
e,s nn that )a'Mitt,,; Is .i"

, "f cod, .iltl-,- . pli.-- i i ' '
' 0' '.iei kinds nf V:i. I', mi i .

the i.ii-- n Imm
j lllllllali aun, r i pi .

n u'ei-- . lln r- f . i i ui . i

.sei villous I nm d '. ' k '"' ' '
action of rubes is a fa 1 "f"

j tllS tril p. I .Je'ng ea p P - ' 1 vss--

that is, flushir.g ihs brain wi h 1 '
j lag ptrloda of sluiglalinsss.


