
tlrTHU most extraordinary per- -'

I fnrmnnrn of 'Ilntnl!' nn
record, so fur as I know, was

tr.i In which I had a part as director,
jtven t tho University of California,"
declared Frank McEntoe, director of
tM Shakespeare Playhouse, speaking
ct ths Hamlet" matinees this week
at the Cort Theatre.

'Hamlet' wns presented In Its
six hours long! Jt was given

u Tarslfal' Is given, with an inter-
mission for luncheon. I was then with
th Hen Greet company, and we had
ten Invited to present 'Hamlet' at
the Creek theatre of the university.
It rs decided to Klvo the play entire,
it It Is very seldom produced, using
the characters tliat do not ordinarily
appear In the play Voltimand. Corne-

ll!, Itevnaldo, Fortinbraa, his enp-til'- n,

and the English ambassadors.
Himlet' ordinarily ends with Hamlet's
inth. But Shakespeoro carried It
aionr to tho funeral, the soldiers'
au!c and the rites of war,' and we
five It, therefore, with the final scene.

-- I had no difficulty about the 'sol-

ders' music, and It occurred to ma
that the 'peal of ordnance' which
Shakespeare stipulates for tho final
curtain might bo feasible. I went to
(he fort near by and told them my
difficulty. The officer In 'command was
immediately Interested, and what they
i;d wns to station two cannon on the
Mil, distant enough from the Greek
theatre to bc effective.

"The Greek theatre faces the Golden
Gate, and as we neared the end of the
play late that afternoon the sunset
r.aa a blaze of red and gold. The mili-
tary band from the) fort played the
'loldlers music' as they bore the body
of Hamlet out into the sunset, and
then reverberating from the hills with
thrilling effect came the. 'rites of war'

boom! boom! boom! the cannon
from the hill. And It was rather a
wonderful audience In responsiveness
under those circumstances, rising when
the body of Hamlet was 'borne out to
the measured mueto of the funeral
march and standing, hushed and
reverent, to the last echo of the guns.
It was one of the most wonderful ex-

periences I ever had. Hamlet In Its
entirety Is not practical for ordinary
htage purposes, but I don't think any
one who saw that Greek theatre pro-
duction regretted a minute of it, or
will ever forget it."

The birthday of William Shakes-
peare will be celebrated by the Shake-
speare Playhouse with a festival week
of popular matinees at 'the Cort The-
atre April 13-2- 7. The festival Is planned
to give to the public for seven suc-
cessive .parformances Shakespeare's
greatest plays at prices within the
reach of every lover of Shakespeare
and every student and school child who
wishes to see them.

Tho Cort Theatre has held for the
paet two months some of the most
Interesting and enthusiastic audiences
o'f Shakespeare lovers and young peo-

plo of the colleges r.ncl schools ever
gathered In an auditorium. Its bal-tonl- cs

sold out long In advance 0
very performance of the Shakespeare

Playhouse and hundreds turned away
for lack of popular priced seats. Fes-
tival week will accommodate all these
5oung peoplo and many theatregoers
besides.

w . .. .1 -- m j rt .. .1 T 1. . . - . . .

iwo successive r n.i.iy mnuneta
Saturday mornlnc performances will

there Is the largest demand "Ju'.ius
Oenr" and "Macbeth." which ifMir:riniih 1.
studied In tho English departments of
the schools, and "Tho Merchant of
Venice'' nnd "Hamlet," always plays
in high favor.

Tho festival plays will be presented
with tho oasts of high quality and dis-

tinction that have been responsible for
the pleasant attention the Shakespeare
Playhouse has attracted In Its first
eason and the prestige attached to Its

productions by players of brilliant
sifts and authoritative Shakespearian
mho'a.-thl- p.

No less an authority than David
Eelasco has Just approved of tho play.
"Her Country." now playing at the
Punch & Judy Theatre and about to
move to the larger Harris Theatre.

Mr. Belaso writes as follows:
"I enjoyed 'Her Country' o much.

Tropasanda plays aro so frequently
u Interesting, but you are to be

on having ono that tells
Interesting story In an interesting

manner. Everything that can help
the allied cause In any way Is praise-
worthy and I hope that 'Her Country'

UI to given a wide hearing.
"With congratulations nnd best

wishes, ' David Belasco."
Aside from this the matrangemcnt

has received more than i'OO letters
from all classes of theatregoers ap-
proving of tho play.

Hear the story at the career of Clara
Moores, leading woman with William
HMge in "A Cure for Curables":

"To Ngln at tho beginning." she
mlled, "I wanted to go on the stige
'm the time I knew anything.
I'inally, when I grew big enough I
fo'ind a placo In h stock company In
my home town. Seattle. I played about
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a dozen small parts, nndj,hen I came
east to New York 'and applied at one
of tho theatrical offices. I hail no
special assistance in the profession.
I knew but few persons of importance
in New York, but I obtained an en-
gagement the first time and the first
place I applied. I was sent to Boston
to take the leading role in 'Under
Cover.' Then I went with Taylor
Holmes and played a fair part in a
production which did not meet with
a freat deal of success. Next, I had a
role in 'Hunker Bean,' and when that
production played In New York I re-

mained with it. Now, after two years
of 'Bunker Bean,' here I am with Mr.
Hodge."

Miss Moorcs's mother, who Is her
constant companion on her profes-
sional taurs, here filled In a gap in
the conversation.

"My daughter was determined to see
what sho could do on the stage," eh
explained, "and after' we had been In
Seattle for a time we decided to try
New York. We knew that here we
would get the real test of her ability.
She had done very well in the ingenue
part in Madame X.,' but that didn't
settle anything in our minds. We
wanted a still greater test. Now we
are convinced that the road to success
lies Just beyond, but we see, too, that
my daughter has had good fortune."

Dolly Griffith of the "Oh. Look I"
company the other afternoon was dis-

cussing the song writing, art with
Harry Carroll, who wrote all the
catchy music for the Vanderbllt The-
atre attraction. When Harry told her
the small fortune he made on- - "The
Trail of the Lonesome Pine" and other
succetsus she waa surprised.

"I think I'll try writing lyrics." said
GrlllUh to Carroll. "You can.,,,..,,,,,. j

Tho nost night Miss Griffith sub- -
mitted the following lines entitled "A
Chorua Girl's Lament." nnd you can
' " 'an embryo Irving, Berlin:
O dear, tho world"s so queer.
When you order wine they serve yoj

beer.
Tou never get what you want or seek.
All you get's your salary once a weel:.
When you've spent your life, whether

you lose or win.
You've got to be buried without your tin.
It's a shame ;o live when you have to

die.
So what's a girl to do but sigh.

A mistaken Impression has gained
some ground that the Hubert Osborne
who wrote 'April." now current at
the Punch and Judy Theatre, Is merely
a pen- - name for Charles Hopkins,
owner and director of the playhouse
and of the piece In question. Mr. Os-

borne is a young American who has
been on the stage at various times;
more recently as stage manager for
Mrs. Klske. He occupied that position
In Mrs. Fiskc's last season's vehicle,
"Erstwhile Susan.'' Previously he
played in at least one of Henry W.
Savage's productions. At present he
is the holder of the McDowell Club
Fellowship at Harvard University.
"April" was written originally Just be-fo- re

Mr. Osborne took up his work
at Harvard, and has been revised
slnco then under the supervision of
Prof. Baker. One other play by Mr.
Osborno was recently produced In
Philadelphia. It benrs the title "The
Good Men Do" and deals with tne lire
of Shakespeare. Charles Hopkins
has purchased ft second play by Mr.
Osborno and win pronawy give 11 .

early production. It is called "Over
Here."

It takes all kinds to make a world
nnd all sorts to make up a theatre
audience in these days when- - peoples
from every corner of the world are

In New York.
This waa demonstrated during a re-

cent performance of "Slnbad" ot tho
Winter Garden, when a box party in
elegant evening attlro talked so
noisily that It was found necessary to
request greater consideration for
others sitting near by.- - T"o members
of the party were chattering gayly In

"i"d 'taJ.?" .."f'..... iJ
niM--u in.; Ilu....v mi..--- . ,

to deliver his nievsag. Thinking to
soften the blow by makln it a per- - I

' . . . , r , L '
gest that a greater degree of attention
would bo by persons In
the audienco near by and by himself,

"Oh, that's all right," declared a
portly woman, who seemed to lead

chatter, as she displayed a music
role to emphasize her remarks. "Just
tell Mr, Jolson that we are artists,
too!"

And sho proceeded to resume her
nol.sy conversation with such n chorus
of sound from her companions 'that
the thentre attendant beat a hasty
retreat, utterly routed. .

Fritz Krelsler, tho violinist, who
gave up all his concert
for tho season somn time ago and has
decided to go further and will not ap-
pear beforo the public even as the com-
poser of an opera which It was pro-
posed to present In the fall. He gives
his reasons in the, following letter:

"Dbax iMr. VauKdHi 2 herewith

Jessie. "ReA..

beg you to kindly release me of my
obligation to write a. comic opera for
you. Since tho day on which you did
me tho honor to enter In an agree-
ment with me great changes have
taken place. In due regard to the
ethics and the propriety of tho situa-
tion created by these changes and in
order to avoid any possible embarrass-
ment to my friends I have at the be-

ginning of the season cancelled all
my public appearances and engage-
ments. My above request to you Is
but the final step toward the realiza-
tion of my sincero desire to refrain
from any public activity whatever In
this country, in which I am a guest.

"I am deeply conscious of the in-

convenience to which I am putting
you, and beg you, therefore, to accept
my profound apologies, 'i have, how-
ever, not tho slightest fear of nny
misconception of my attitude on your
side.

"The fact that you placed such su-
preme confidence In my untried capa-
bility to write a successful comic op-
era will always remain a source of
great pride to me. I am, with cordial
greetings. C Ftmz ICrxist-in.- "

Violet Englefield, the Kngilsh come-
dienne, wlo is at the Astor Theatre

4 . 4
tke.

PI aykouje.

In "Fancy Free," beforo leaving
England devoted a considerable part
of her tlmo to entertaining wounded
soldiers, and had soma interesting ex-
periences. On ono occasion at the
Alhambra Theatre, London, a number
of soldiers blinded In tho war had all
th-- j boxes at tho theratro placed at
their disposal.

Miss -- 'Englefield anticipated with
some apprehension that tho tragedy of
such an ntuilenre would b well hilgh
insupportable. She soon found. how- -

'over, that sho had not reckoned on tho
indomitable courage of the British
Tommy. She had hardly spoken a
nno beforo one of the soldiers called
across to the next box and said ."'Ere.
Bill, chuck us over your opera glasses;
I cawn t see a hloomln thing.

On another occasion Miss Englefield
had the honor (and she looked on It
as an honor Indeed) of appearing In a
one act play at Otto II. Kahn's
London house In Itegent's Park, a vcr-itab- lo

palace, which he lias generously
placed at the disposal of blinded sol-
diers.

Here again Miss Englefield was
greatly Impressed with tho high spirits
of her audience. When half way
through the play a soldier walked in,
seated hltpsclf at a typewriter and In

;fstcnt, d f
the remainder, of tho performance.j ,rnnrarlH ,!! ihn V,,. (hi.
usual Interruption that hhc halted, nnd
finally for tho first time In her stage
experience broko down In her lines,

, with
such an audience it ftas the spoken
word and not the eyo picture which
counted he stealthily walked on to the
stage and handed her jme manuscript,
from which she was thereafter able to
read whenever the persistence of the
Industrious typist proved too much for
her equanimity.

Natalie Dagwell, tho blond beauty
whose appearance n's Miss Columbia
makes a climax to the historical pag-
eant "The Iand of Liberty" In
Charles Dillingham's "Cheer Up!" at
tho Hippodrome, Is a true typo of a
modern chorus girl.

Probably nowhero more than at the
"Hip" does one find this sort of girl,
who while In the chorus Is diligently
studying for some higher role. Among
the S00 or more girls who make up the
giant chorus of "Cheer Up I" there are
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dozens who are talented artists and
who take their place In the chorus be-

cause it is possible to stay In New
York and continue their studies in-
stead of going on tho road.

Mlis Dagwell has a lyric soprano
voice. In order to cultivate it she
came to New York nt fourteen and
studied with Mme. Frieda Ashforth.
the teacher of Bessie Abott and many
other stars of opera. Later Miss Dag-
well entered the Metropolitan Grand
Opera School, where-- she studied for
some time under Mme. Guttman-nic- e.

She was also a pupil of Victor
Maurel.

Miss Dagwell became a member of
the Hippodrome company durlntr the
run of "HIJ Hip Hooray," and will be
remembered as the stately and beau-tif- ul

queen of tho Puvlowa ballet in
last season's "The Big Show."

William Hodge, alias Lawrence
Whitman, is an author, nnd Lawrence
Whitman, alias William Hodge, Is
actor. They are both seen In "A Cure
for Curables" at the Thlrtv-nlnt- h

Street Theatre. Mr. Hodge, meet Mr.
Whitman: Mr. Whitman, meet Mr.
Hodge!

Now that they have been Introduced,
listen to a strange tale. Mr. Hodge Is
one of those "back to the soil" actors.
He likes to play with punch nnd vi-
vacity, but It must 1m? with real
human Interest and pathos behindevery line. Not every author enn fill
such an order, but Earl Derr Blggers,
one of the authors of "A Cure for
Curables." thought ho could, and as a
preventive against mistakes, he called
In Mr. Whitman.

Following the result of Mr. Blg-itpis- 's

and Mr. Hodge's collaboration,
there Is none who c:in understand why
Mr. Hodges hides behind his nom d'e
plume. He says hp is successful ns
an author 'hecau.vp Iip follows none of
tho set rules of authorship. Ho hasa rcw ideas of i s own.

"I never write a scenario as do nm
dramatists." Mr. Hodgo mys. "In-
stead I make a mental scenario which
1 nerr forget, ny doing till; I never
have to rely on typewriter &r fond!
and paper. No matter wheio T mnv
bo. back stage, in my dressing room ur
even In bed. I can revise mv
making mental notes which I never
forget. When the actual work on the
play I have planned Is begun I start
off with the opening speccn nnd go
through with the nts from the tlmo of
tho curtain until tho final speech.

"I always avoid unnecessary mis-
takes or rather complications, as 1 do
not believe they add to the success ofany dramatic work; that is, not too
many. Complications aro not buds on
the main branch of the dramatic tree
by any means. It is best to Keep on
the main theme trunk at all times,
working direct to your main point ur
objective. I generally devotn the
hours from midnight until 2 o'clock In
the morning to actual composition. nnd
tho next diy, after a night's sleep
over my story. I fill In the dialogue
and details. T divide my day with
this work, letter writing and reading."

Lee nnd .1. J. Shubert announce that
they will establlh an Institution to bo
known as Hip "Shubert Academy of
Dramatic Musical Art'Mn the. theatre
on top of tho Forty-fourt- h Street The-
atre. They will open this school In
the middle of Juno, This ncllnn Is
taken becauso the Shuberts fool that
they are compelled to develop new tal-
ent for the fifty or more production
they mako even rar. The greatest
difficulty In engaging a. cast during
the past season has been to flnrt young
and talented people, "These aie abso-
lutely necessary," nvn Mr Worm, "as

aBBfafler'JlFal

Violet EnajUiald.

tho American public Is fickle and (rets
tired of looking nt tho same fncca ail
tho tlmo. Of cnurso In Nev York It Is
not very hnrd to get hold of a number
of handsomp nnd good looking young
people, but It Is a hardertak to find
thoso that arc talented. Tor that
reason tho Shuberts lmvo decided to
open the academy. It will glvo the
young people In their employ an op-
portunity to have their talents de-
veloped and opportunities created for
them. The ncliool will have room for
twenty-fiv- e pupils In dramatic art and
twenty-flv- o In the musical comedy
field. There pupils will be taken from
tho ranks of the chorus and the minor
peoplo employed in the different Suit-ber- t-

productions snd they will be al-
lowed to attend tho school without any
charge whatsoever. Later, amateur
not with any previous experience In
the theatre will also be admitted on
the payment of a fee. The faculty
will be composed of old actors and
actresses who know all the technique
and details of the stiisre. New plays
nnd new musical comedy productions
will bo trie. out on nn average of one
every two weokn. nnd will be given the
advantage of complete scenic produc-
tions and costuming, as the Messrs.
Shubert have vast storehouses of
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scenery and costumes which can be
utilized for this purpose. The school
will open In the middle of Juno and
continue throughout July and August,
no that the first crop of graduates may
be ready for September nnd October."

A delegation from tho American
Tank Corps, headed by Capt. Henry
II. George 3d, called upon Hotidlnl At
the lllppodromo Hrently to submit for
his Inspection the ipednl restraint suit
whclh they have had mad In accord-
ance with the challenge which they
have Issued to him.

As the suit M a very lntrlcato one
and covers Houdlnl from head to foot
Instead of reaching only to tho waist
like the ordinary strultjackct, ami as
It is made of materials which will
shrink when subjecttd to water, Hou-
dlnl asked permission to examine It
before formally accepting the chal-
lenge. After looking It over he agreed
to submit to the test, which will be a
feature of the big gala Army and Navy
performance bringing to nn
auspicious ending the Hippodrome
thirteenth anniversary celebration.
Houdlnl, who recently accepted a chal-
lenge from the boys In the navy, was
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accorded special permission rom
Clinrlow Dillingham to accept one army
challenge, nnd this is tho ono selected:

"Mr Vexn IIoudixi: This organiza-
tion has heard of your remarkable
prowess and some of the- - men have
had the pleasure of witnessing
performances. As you will pee above
we are recruiting for ttio tanks of the
army and to show our versatility arc
going to clmlletw you to perform an
unparalleled feat.

"Tho Challenge That you
strapped Into n full length restraint
suit which is to enclose you tho
neck down and Including the feet;
that you are to be- - suspended over the
Hlppodrqme tank head down nnd
thrown Into tho water and whllo un-
der water you are to release

"Your attention Is called to the fact
the water will shrink both the

canvas and the leather straps by
which you will be held and that this
fact will placo you in considerable
danger for which you nlonc must as-

sume full responsibility.
"HxnnT H. Georgk 3d. Captain."

Tho tank will be opened and filled
with water In full view of the audi-enc- o

and tin- - challengers will be In-

vited upon the stage to adjust the
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4UUth lime for 'Cheer Up!'

At the Hippodrome, which hat
just celebrated its thirteenth
anniversary as a national play-
house with a street parade for
the Government war bonds and
with a gala anniversary perfor-
mance for the army and navy,
Charles Dillingham is planning
another special celebration this
coming week, when the 400th
presentation of "Cheer Up!" will
be reached. In arriving at its
fourth century milestone the cur-
rent Hippodrome success not
only outclasses every other
Broadway production of this sea-
son in the number of perfor-
mances but it also establishes a
higher record of attendance dur-
ing its phenomenal run than any
of its predecessors, as the pres-
ent year has been the most pros-
perous in the history of the big
amusement palace.

"restraint Jacket" to their entire satis-
faction.
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