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CUBA'S BUMPER

SUGAR HARVEST

AWAITS SHIPS

War's Drain on Vessels Re-

tards Marketing of
Output. '

CROP IS 3,250,000'" TONS

Great Plantations and Giant
Mills Arc Spreading: Over

the Island.

fly J. T. C. C1ARKE.
IUvisa. Miy 2. With nearly 960.000

tons e.t Cuban sugar of. thU year's crop
either delivered In American porta or
afloat and on Its way at thla date th
shortage of sugar In the United States
should be over for a time. When one
kno besides that there are welt over
1,000,000 tons In 'warehouses at Cuban
porta awaiting- - transport and that the
warehouses at plantations art crammed
with sugar the feeling-- ot Cuban confi
dence niay well be increased. Every
confidence Is felt here Indeed that the
h.nner crop of 3,1(0,000 tons will be
ground and shipped to the United States

nd to our allies before the autumn or
thnrtlv thereafter. Rain or no rain.
that will be the nlcs sweet sum that
Ssnorlta Cuba is singinr to ner cane pipe
vhlch sounds like the low crunching
mmble of sugar milts. And Miss Cuba
la fairly content with It and la laying In
(tore of lace waists and open work sl'.k
stocking, hot to mentten Parisian shoes

lih the highest of heel. She Is no
olker." Dire her half a chance and she

will be merry merry and a good all round
aport.

agar Men Cry Oat for Ships
it all depends on the tonnage that

Vncle Sam can furnish for her crop, for'
ih will to furnish Is surely there. Whan
the sugar men here cry out for ships
the answer they get is "aii in gooa
time: we are doing our best." The
I'nltcd States Government has contracted
to carry home the augar of 118 mid so

ih taklncs have not been very much
under normal. And Uncle Sam's dlfflcul-ti- e

therein are that he has other big
Jobs on hand. Ths troops first. Implying
not only steamers to carry our fight-

ing men but munitions, food and other
iuppllen for our boys.

In thU emergency, now more Intense
than ever, he has taken all the large
ships that piled between Cuba, the West
IMits and northern American ports-pr- ows

that cleaved the Atlantic and the
Caribbean and steered them eastward
to France and England. And the best
nr.d largest of the coastwise steamers
have been heading the same way. For
vubtltute our wise uncle has found a
fleet of sll sorts, mostly from the great
lakes. They were too small or too
omethlng elee for transatlantic steami-

ng under present conditions, but If he
could find enough of them they were Just
the thing for carry sugar on short trips
without too much hurry. Many of them
eouM not carry coal for a round trip
from New Orleans to Havana. So, one
way with another. May should be a fine
sugar moving month.

American Bankers Offer Leans.
Tne fear In Cuba that the dependence

on Uncle Sam for ships aijd the prob-
able detav in getting sugar to market
would make the financing of the crop
extremely difficult led. It may be re
railed, to the formation ot a syndicate
of American bankers to loan money on
iugar In ttorge at Cuban company ware-hom-

or alored at Cuban port. The
project took shape and the syndicate
ha established oSlces in Havana.
Strange to say, little call has been made
upon It for fund. Conditions of loans
have been thought onerous and the
rate of Interest too high. The Cubans
itretched their old methods of getting
money and got It.

Atogether, then, Cuba need not worry,
but the sugar man. since he Is part
farmer, should not be expected to cease
grumbling. He can always abuse the
weather. Cuba's sugar supremacy la
left by lilin as a subject to those who do
not make sugar, but a few words will
explain It In the first place. Cuba's
main competition during the war Is
American beet .sugar, and although the
iugar demand Is acute for the sweetener
of any kind, It is believed that the beet
slanting Is falling off rather than get-

ting larger. Wheat at $1.60 a bushel ia
largely to blame. It pays the farmer
better than the price paid for beets at
the factory. Java, so far away, and
with a desperate 'shipping question of
her own, does not leally compete who
Cuba. The same is true of the Philip-
pine and in a great measure of Ha-
waii, whni. sugar supplies go anyway
ifter a fifteen days run to the Pacific
coast. Cuba, within five days of New
York and fifteen of Europe, has the call
Indeed until European beets shall be
resumed in olden quantities a year or
two after the war.

1 have touched heretofore on Cuba's
loyal vice In face of the profiteering

her entering Into the great
"jg.ir contract with the United States to
Mil hr sugar at a fair fixed price for
America and our allies and to sell only
to Curie Ham as agent for a'l the ul-ll- ei

There were naturally some dis-

sentient men without much interest In
thirgs political and who only saw a
'linn.-- e to make un enormous profit
oTie rural Cubans and some Spaniards.

President Msnocal. however, saw to it
that i)nc simple minded business men
should hour i eason. They were not full,
eonuncrd. but they were reminded that
unte labor and cane are paid for at
"sending rates as prices rise the profit
margin might not be so great, while the
"drop'' in prices after the war would be
all the more severely, felt. What Is spe-

cially gratifying Is that the American
In Cuban sugar stood Arm for Mr.

Hoover's proposition. Buch natural com-

petitors under old conditions as the Cuba
Cane Sugar Corporation and the Cuban.
American Sugar Company, the two larg-
est K'irar maklnw concerns) In Cuba, did
not hinder their head men from working
like Trojans and loyally togeiner 10 see
the contract made.

Americans Own Half of Crop.
trial InVMtedxtiqiitaii j iiuiej ( s -

tr i'uban miffur will reponlbl this
, .... A , -- nHr nntnut.jinr (juivr lias v .

The uba Cane Sugar Company, with
evnteen plantatlona of the largest ca-,- a

l'i, turns out 3.600,000 bags. Cuban
Atn'l an Sugar Company, with six great
m it- - .tiid cane properties, makes 1,600,-'"- u

tug. United Fruit Company has
plantations that make 1.000.000

taw The Cuba Company, with two
iropetttes. makes 700.000 bags; Quan-tj'.a'n- ...

wltn four mllss, makes 500,000
tis Punta Alegre has three mills and
turr.H nut 400,000 bags. Another Ameri-
can interebt with alx mills turns out
l.dooui.o bags. There are well over
1.000 000 bairn In other American coin-pa- n

es They are all reaping profits this

"ne thing certainly deserves to be
ir.eni.iiticd of which I have seen nothing
It print, namely, that In spite, of the
sruei ii sr nature ot the United States
F.,l..,i ..... iwillnn availed to

any really American company fly J

P Itg American corporation charter In
"Vf...110 uhe Cuban one. All their
activities are In Cuba, and the way waaeasy to make tse change, but It was heldas A point of hnnnr tllat It ahnill.1 n h
dorte while the nation' was at war and
neeaea tne help of the money of Its sons.
So they pay war taxes In Cuba as well

In America, and smile, smile, smile.parapnrase Gilbert In "Pinafore":
In spits nf all temptationsro belong to nttier natloni,They remain Amorlcan.

They will share ni iso.non.ooo
among them.

Labor for Fields Scarce.
While the mattura mntlnti atn ull

developing favorably for Cuba, It Is a
mci mat ine making of the crop waa by
r.o meant an easy tssk. They had no

revolution" by the mustachioed guapos
to harass them, but th im,.uiiu. r
obtaining tabor for field and factory
" mn- - m spue or nigh wages and
often because of tflem. The native
larjorers. black and white, getting three
and four tlmas the wages of "before the
war." could seldom be Induced to work
for more than three days at a time. Now
there Is Just so much tl.ue to make thecrop. The vane Is really ripe for cuttingat the beginning of the year, and doesnot hold Its full suctosa content much
after April or early May, and days lost
in uumng cannot De wholly made up
afterward.

The wonder of It la tint nniv nn.
tlves develop real skill In cane. cutting.

i is somciping 0f sleight of hand theway they strike ilio inarhet.,
u,n1d' fallln cne- - i "We are to out fires."

f" cut ur his macnete
ln l!iro,e P"1"' "nfncland beating with the of It,

"v i io me cane i It. Next they came
iV.C1 arf. Bev''i to with a written protest andfwf..Jm",e , So U list of names.

tonudor does Enirllsh sublects. not --oaldIn old Spain a proud personage of skill
with a piece ot steel. When he wants a
week ovT he takes It with three days
pay In hand. To keen them In hand nil
sorts of devices had to be adopted. Help

Imported from Jamaica, black men
peaking English with un Irish Intona-

tion; Haytlen negroes an
French. San Dominicans

n queer variety of Spanish.
Canary Islanders alsoSpanlsli. a lim-
ited number from Spain and lastly a
good many chlncie. The other West
Indians cannot endure hard Held
work, though willing enough, until they
are "fed up." This means n good
diet. The Chinese work steadily at the
lighter Jobs and the Cunsrios and

are Inclined to desert the field
and get to towns. All this

makes hard for the planters.

Rail Transportation Inadequate.
Then the Inland rail transportation

not adequate. Under war
In United States and Europe

new locomotives and new cars were all
but Impossible, however long ordered.
Hence u constant yell for engines and
cane cars went up all the Cuban
provinces. Uirger ami larger crow the
plantings, which mear.n going furtheranj further afield to bring the cut cane
to tne mill. As the caDacltv of the
mills Increases this necessity grows and
economy runs toward making the mills
gnnu increasing The old.
Slow bull wacon on two
great creaking wheels drawn by six oxen
oan only be used for near hauls. To
meet this all the large plantations have
private railroads, largely narrow gauge,
ism an over weir territory, but It is
still necessary to use the Island's trunk
lines for cane that In the western prov-
inces at any rate must often be hauled
as far as forty mile. To see an ad-
ministrator in the occasional hours when
he must stop his tremendous mill for a

of cane Is to witness a dis-
traught personage Indeed. He blows and
blows a great siren that would waken
Ptlladelphla and la heard for he
telephones, telegraphs, shouts to heaven,
plays madman with great realism
and Is only appeased when he sees a
string of cane cart coming' round the
curve with a laboring old
sending up a pillar ot black smoke.

Transformation In Mills.
In the mllN themselves a great trans-

formation Is In progress, and pining for
new machinery or .missing parts ia an-
other trouble. The old pattern of mill
with one pair of Is as out of
date as tie wigs. They are now
dems" namely, a crusher and throe.
four or even five sets of three rollers, one
stfer the other. After the second set a
stream of water Is sprayed from pipes
on the moving crushed cane, dissolving
out more hidden crystals and adding to
the river of turbid Juice squeexed out
between the enormous rollers.
and change are the order of day
with all the rest of the processes of lin-

ing, defecstlng, evaporating and
until after some twenty-fou-r

hours the light brown crystals from the
centrifugals pour down into the bags of
5!5 pounds eachN Two and
three tandems are found In many of the
great mills. And night and day they
work the week days through, stopping
generally on Sundays to clean up. To
see a great mill chew up twenty big car-
loads of cane, some seven tons each, ln
less than three hours Is a stimulating
sight for any one short on appetite.

When one conceives two hundred such
mills working It Is to be within distance
of seeing the great stretches ot cane
land through the Island. Nothing else
grows and flourishes so easily and surely
In Cuba as sugar cane. piece of cane
with a khot In It stuck In the virgin
toil from which the forest trees have
been merely burned off comes up seven
to ten feet high, and replanting may not
be needful for ten years. Sun and rain
In the right proportion do the rest.
There must be weeding or cultivating
In the early stages or the growth, but

the spreading green leaves
protect the roots.

Farmer Quite a
A creat plantation may havo 30,000

acres or more owned or leased for Its
share sown In cane wherever cano can
grow. It needs great sums or money
to handle such. The farmer, or colona,
as he Is called. Is quite a and
may have from 1,500 acres of cano up-

ward. He directs an army of labor, lias
bookkeepers and offices and welching
stations, oxen and often a fine house.
In most cases he borrows largely, gets
big advances from the company and
takes his pay In sugar or Its money
equivalent, the latter generally now on

& system of averages. Hence he fattens
on high priced sugar and must "stand
the gaff" orr low prices. In the west-

ern provinces, from which sugar grow-

ing has spread eastward, there Is much
competition for the cane not grown pn
company land. Hence the company

Help wanted
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woman tuntrs irora nrr at Backache, Head-

ache, and Nervoue.
neat the symptoms Indicate
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pays higher there for It. Even In the
newer eastern lands the enlargement ot
the mills Is working In same direc-
tion, for mill capacity means more cane.
On some of the great eastern estates
they own more acrea-i- a than they will
need for twenty years, but generally the
pressure of cane want Is felt already.

in the colona tells there as
elsewhere. I met one man, n native,
who from growing cane successfully
came to Inducing capital to put some
millions in a brand new mill, ot which
he owns a great share. rough clad
Porto ttlcan yung mnn, only six yearr
on the Island, who dabbled. In cane and
storokewlng, was pointed out to me as
worth $1,000,000. Many of the colonas
are rich men, most are well to do, but
many have gone under in harder times

not this year, I think,

Caae Fires Lees Frequent.
Cane burning hss not been termi

this year that It was last. 'There have
been a few serious fires German treach-
ery suspected In .one case, 1 am told
but cinerally they looked like careless-
ness or spite. When the fire alarm Is
given every one turns out to fight it, and
the horsemen Rationing from all direc
tions towsrd the swift, terrible flames
and va.t smoke cloud make a stirring
sight. At one flro not far from a great
mill there were about fifty black
Jamaican laborers who went running
toward the flames. As near as was
safe they halted and looked on. One
of the company's oulclals rode up and
ordered them to work with the rest at

.,ur" over .V not paid put
n.P?.f; .r cn"Ilu' they protested. Drawing

fh? kD.lec: them flat he
" ing drove them to day
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for fires, and we were assaulted.'
"Olve me that list," said the official.

"There Is imprisonment of twenty years
in Cuba for refusing to fight .es and
a fine of n thousand dollars."

"Oh. Gawd I" they said In chorus, and
fled from the catey.

General Advance In Vpllff.
By n raro rhatico I waa lately able

to take part In an overseeing trip thet
Included half a score of great plants.
Hoiih under different ownerships In the
eastern side of the island. What I saw
astounded me. recollecting the, conditions
ln that territory before the Insurrection
of 1805 that led to our brief Spanish war
In 1808. Wide green seas of cane wave
and flow whero the endless) forests were.
Big centrals; as the mills are called,
are there, with the latest modern ma-
chinery and appliances ; around each a
little town ot neat houses, and at lease
one pretentious casa de vlvlenda, and a
population taking on the garb and ways
of the outer world, schools, pharmacies,
stores of all kinds, women folk dressed
with taste, all the children with clothe
on. At one central I found as many evi-
dences of uplift as In a New England mill
town. There was a pillared meeting hall
with lectures, concerts, movies, dances
vieckly, a ladles' eoclety, lessons In Eng:
llh, prises for flower and vegetable gar-
dens and a $20,000 school house ln process
of building, since the old one Is outgrown.

afternoon

Williams
of brilliant sashes, walking proudly
in lines through the park laid out by
the company. Manners are softer to-- ,

harking Ao the charm of life In
rural Spain. I have no prettier

of the trip than when once, stundlt.p
with group of men In the doorway of

I waa conscious of a
very email boy with a tin can beside me.
He wss saying couM'not
catch the chatter around mt,
frank black eyes looking up at me with a
shy, polite appeal. A face it
was. like one of Murlllo's angel children.
I bent to hear. With slightest ges- -
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ture he Indlcaisd the and re-
peated !

I made, way :for the mite as would
for n court roue caballero of the days of
Isabel la Catolka. '

Cubans flarawlaa- -

It Is here ran' pleasure to aay that
choerlng signs of social and economic
advance are vUfble all over Cuba, down
to the humblest of tho people. They
are getting morny. The millions flowing
yearly to the .Island In exchange for
sugar arc reaching them all. an they must
slnco labor malaa so much of the cost
ot making eugaa. Numbers of Cubans
aro growing wealthy. Undoubtedly the
native tfpanlanii stilt hold their pre-
ponderant grip upon the old

and concerns, but
the Cubans are mow getting foothold
In the business of the towns. Out of
200 centrals griming thla season

milts were Hted us Cuban owned.
They are general the smaller mills and
least lait they are all making
money now.

America's share In the sugar business
la very large and 'arrowing. Taking mills
there are classed at Amer-
ican, but their caitput will, as I have
said, total a good, half of the 3.250,000
tons of 1918. In the mills and fields
of American progress is a
mean UK word. J5W and Improved In-

stallation are t iklag on
Thev aro making all the sugar they can,
but are getting inaay Tor tne aays or
lean prices that fll follow the war at
a distance of a coiirio of years. In that
world to- come o outside
Anlv ttiA strongest, liiftt financed, chenpest
run wltl continue to make
profit. Where Interests total
at least two hundred millions the great
est effort to. austrln the Investment is
called for. That naans large outlay for
new rajDs, engines, cars and
rane fields. The jglance ahead is the
fruitful glance fori property, and pru-

dence Is putting rge lump of that
probable profit to the Amer-
ican la.ire and small back
Into the business.

Sugar certainly Ttvys In Cuba.
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832 in 27 Days

After Keel.

WILL SAIL IN DAYS

to Be at

le Turn Suit.
May Eclipsing all of the

world's records the of
hips, the New York

will launch here
screw collier Tuckahoe
daya after ber keel was laid

ways. Ten days from now the com-

pany promises to turn the new vessel
over the Government all for
service.

The launching will be held
after 10 o'clock the presence

of the officials of the com-
pany. Chairman Hurley the Shipping
Hoard, Charles M. Schwab and Senator
David of New Jersey. Miss Helen

daughter Chairman Hurley,
will christen the vessel. A of

from Wilson
will be read.

The new vessel built after the Eng-

lish rather than the type, and
lit feet and tlx Inches Her

beam forty-nin- e feet Inches and
depth twenty-nin- e feet Inches. She
has weight tonnage of 6.S43. The
steady arrival of material and
loyalty and energy men.

the reason the remarkable record
bulldng.
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on Its ways of a vessel every three
months the estimate will be exceeded.

With MO.ateel waya to be In full op- -
eratlon before' the end ot the 'enr. the
'shipping programme Is bound to develop
to astonishing proportions.

The best previous uteel, shipbuilding
record in an American yard was thai
established but a little over ten duyrf'
ago by the Skinner & Eddy Company
at Seattle In launching the 8,800 inn
ateel steamship West Llanga fifty-fiv- e

daya after the keel was laid. This time
was cut In half on the Tuckahoe,. a
smaller vessel.

Some of the J'rev lous Herords.
These records lh shlpv construction

have been made In American shipyards
In the last few months:

Skinner & Eddy Shipbuilding Com-
pany, Seattle, launched an 8,800 ton
freighter Seattle In sixty-fo- days from
laying of keel. ,

Moore Shipbuilding Company, Oak-
land, Cal., launched three 9,400 ton
steamships In a sngte afternoon.

Columbia ltlver Shipbuilding Com-
pany, delivered R.800 ton freighter Ca-no-

113 days from keel laying. '
Skinner & Eddv Company delivcreu

8,300 ton steamship Osslneke in 10D
days from keel laying.

Skinner & Eddy made record or I

launching 8.800 tons freighter Wett
Llanga fifty-fiv- e days from, keel laying.

Company, cori- -

land. Ore., launched wooden ship C-
apon, In llfty working Jays from keel
laying.

Before Amer ca. entered the war It
took ordltiarllV from a year to eighteen
months to complete a vessel of the type
of tile Tuckahoe. The best records In
British yards under war pressure are
laid to be two and a half months".
American steel merchant shipbuilding
will toon surpass the British for the
first time In 'history.

CANADA TAKES YOUTHS OF 19.

All to De Iteaiatered ln June, With
First Call In Jaly.

Ottawa, May 4. Canada has low
ered the age limit for military service
registration from 20 to 19 years. ,A
proclamation calling upon all men 19
years of ago to enroll will be Issued
shortly, and, It is understood, will pro
vide for registration before June 1,
though none of the registrants will be
called to the colors before July.

i.Ream Outfit
of Hit

Ptrioi
Furr.itun

$250
Pay for U ti

Wttklj

Accounts

opened from

$5 to

$5000
On amall weekly
or monthly

if
ar

at

If

R

10

REFRIGERATORS
Lift

er
golden winllary

chamber- - guaranteed In
aare Apartment llauae
and la

Our

Guarantee

We absolutely
guarantee
wbateer you

us must ghe
luting satisfaction
without limit.

aiwa
meat good
defects as long

144-1- 44

WEST

flat
and 7 th

ST.'
jinna

JAP SHIPS TO BRING

BIG WHEAT SUPPLY

200;000,000 Bushels in lo
llrotight Here From

Australia.

PA11T GOES TO ALLIES

Grain Movement to He Largest
History Two

Nations.

Special Dttpntch to Ths Scs
Washington, May 4. Sevetal hun

tired thousand ton of Australian wheat
will be brought to United States 1

within the thirty or forty days by
the steamships which the United States
obtained recently from tho Japanese
Government. .

grain movement la thn largest
haa taken place between

Antipodes and tho United .Stilton and Is
part of tho 200,0001000 bushela which the
Australian authorities have designated i

from last January's crops for exports,
to the allied powers.

The, Japanese vessels aro iiott at Aus-
tralian They will ready
sea 1n a few While Government
officials are retlcient as to the to bi
made of the Japanese ships. It is learned
unofficially that large iuatitltlcs of food-
stuffs will brought to Uie Tnlted
States tho
countrlen In the South &eas.

With wheat consumption in the United
already reduced R0 per and

the, supplies In France and Unglnnd cut
to approximately 60 per nf normal
since war , began, the consignments
brought by the Japanese will do
rnuch to relieve bread conditions ln tho
United States, nnd with Iho Panama
Canal open afford relief also for
England aJid France.

The Australian States placerl th"
surplus of summer's grain crop at
the disposal of the United. States,
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the Antes; lift up-- to thla time the latt
tiatloas have not been- - able to
themselves' of the opportunity to
their bread, needs except on a limited,
scale bocsusa of the smrclty ot ocean
vessels.

Tho bushels! available there
exceed the visible volume of wheat In
the Pnltcil Stall's Ht thlsl time. Reports
received from Australia Indicate that-f- r

still heavier winter wheat crop Is befng'
planted now. This rrrgi will be har-
vested next January and February.

Dyspepsia --
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Get Sid of Djapepeia.
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uiccni dox ox Hiuani oyst) psia Towete"at any drug store. They ajji real
makers.

Ludwig Baumann's Three Great Stores offer you a wonderful
opportunity to start housekeeping now 21 Floors devoted to
Furniture and Housefurnishings Everything to furnish your
home complete, assortments including every desirable and
finish at sale prices A small payment down the balance
small Weekly payments brings you your home
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