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Rzire Books

The “Spread” in
John Pierce

Auction Prices

, Rare Book Expert

Details of Important Coming Sales

Alfred Becks, well known as an expert
on the dramn, is now engaged in arranging
and cataloguing the large collection of this
sort of material gathered by the late Evert
Jansen Wendell, which was devised to Har-
vard University. Mr. Becks is working
under the supervision of John Anderson.

W. H. Speck some time ago gave to the
library of Yale University us cxtraordivary
colleetion of Goethe and bas been plare-:l in
charge of the section of the library in
which his collection is housed.

FPeculiar things happen in the auctione.
At Anderson’s recently the
of Thomas Shepard’s Clear Sun-shine of the
Gospol Breaking forth wpon the Indians
New England sold for $175. At the Ameri-

etn Art Association the first olition of the
sanme work, London, 1647, sold for $67.50.

Walter R. Benjamin, the autograph man,
Eayy sharp things
again in that spiey paper of his, the Collee-

second edition

some pretty now  aud

tor. He rises up now 1o suggzest that authors
who autograph books fur people

should write an inscription after this wise:
**This book is presented to James ¢, Young
on the understinding that it is not to be
offered for sale during his lifetime. Then
if it appears at auction we shall know
what to think of the seller.’’ Mr, Youny is
a geontleman who sold a large collection of
inseribed books in the past year.

Fun is being poked at the Pittsburg Car-
negie Library because it has recently issued
a hibliography of Sand: Its Oceurrences,
FPropertics and Uscs.

their

John Pierce.

The late Jphn Pierce was known person-
ally to thousands throughout the country as
a man of the highest ulteg'nty, baving a
knowledge of the rare book business far
superior to that of most of those en
in the trade. For about ten years from
IB8Z he was in business in this city with
E. W. Nash at 80 Nassau street. After a
short term with George I, Smith hie went to
Albany, in the employ of John Skinner,
with whom he remained until 1905, when he
became g partoner of John E. Scopes. Later
this firm dissolved, Mr. Pierce joining Frank
Scopea, with whom he was associated until
his death.

Wilberforee Eames says that Mr. Pierce
was the first collector of Hawthorne in the
country, and it was his boast that he had
purchased from one of the wisest of New
York dealers a copy of Fanshewe for $3.50,
afterward selling it to Mr. Foote for a
prodigious price. He was very expert in
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R. lilh.M)ll'\l 225 FIFTH AVE., NEW
* York, Is the leading dealer in autﬂﬂlplll of
rv-lcllrll.in I"M-lhhrd 1T, Puldisher
Collectw,” 1 & year. He buss and sells Ietters
8nd documents and invites cormes,
nlogues seot free.  Tel Madl Sg. 4380,

. Ual-

AUTOGRAPIHS PURCHASED FOR CASH.
!'A’l‘ltl(‘h ¥. MADIGAN., 501 FIFTH AVE, "
(., LARGEST BUYER AND COLLEC-
TUIC OF ORIGINAL AUTOGRAPH LETTERS
OF FAMOLUS PEOPLE. LETTERS OF THE
PRESIDENTS OF THE U. 5. ESPECIALLY
WANTED. MR. MADIGAN WIIA,
THE HIGAEST PRICES FOR
OF WASHINGTON. ADAMS, JKF’EM'D\
TAYLOR, LINCOLN. JOHNSON. McKIN
LEY. TAFT AND WILSON. CATALOGS
HIN'I‘ ON REQUEST. PHONE 6495 MUR-
RAY HILL

HIGHEST PRICKS .\Nl’l ("Mll DOWN

id spocially t the
sI-l‘l"ll EDITION lN‘t‘\l l.ﬂ!'\!ub\
BRITANNICA
Tllﬂ\tM & ERON. INC.

"Phone

50 John st 4523-1528 Jobn.

FOR BALE—Reprint  Trumbull's History  of
Connectient. 2 Vole, 997 pp. Octavo §10. Ae-

curacy of n-rrim suaranies!.
: H. I} UTLEY. New London. Conn.

CASH FOR BOOKS

Highest prices paid for
BOOKS, AUTOGRAPHS,
PRINTS or other Iliterary
properhes. Cash down; prompt
removal.

Malkand

New York's Largest Book Siore
42 Broadw= Pho: e Broad 3900

F RONI LINES

By Boyd Cable

Author of “Between the Lines
“Aetion Front,” “Grapes of Wrath,”

“Tommy" in the Trerches.

The Philadelphia Record says: “The
cash ‘over the top,” the swirl of men locked
i1 struggle smid wreathing mists of smoke
pierced by jeis cf flame, the groupings of
tired roldiers in trenches to ::tm ways
cf war or proveke laughter throuch re-
countings of humecrcus happenings in which
ccmracdes figure, all this and more is found
in ‘Front Lines." "
41 .50 Nel. Postage Eztra. All Bookstores.

.P.DUTTCNE CO., 681 Fifth Ave., N. Y.

early manuseripts, revolutionary history and
En«lish literature, and was consulted by ex-
perts from ail over the world.

Auctions of the Week.

At Anderson’s, May 8, 9 and 10, was sold
the McBurney library, 917 lots,

Coming Sales.

At Anderson’s, May 13-16, the library of
the late Winston H. Hagen, 1,466 lots.

Excessive rarities are as common in this

coliection as junk is in the average collee-
tion that turns up in the anetion room.
Mention may be made of only a few items,
sach as stand out most prominently: Rob-
ert Browning's Pagliie, the rarest of all
:rnwniug items ; ¢ Kilmarnock Burns;
Brayton’s Porms Lyrick oaad Pastorall;
Giray s Eilr au, 1731: George Herbert’s The
Temple, 1635 Keats's Pocms, presentation
FOpY, ‘hl:: Milton's Lycidas, 1638, with 106
other Milton items;: Pope's Dunciad, 1728
Shakespeare s Poene, the first edition, 1640
Skeiton’s  works, ahout 1520;. Tottell’s
Songes and Soncfs, 1574; Walton's Lires,
1670, presentation copy.

At Scott & O Shaughnessy "s, May 11-16,
mornings, Amerieana, English books, first
editions, maps, &e., 796 items.

Among the items of special interest are
a hroadside giviog the names of those who
addressedd Gov. Hutchinson of Massachu-
sctts against the Solemn League and Cove-
nant, 1774; another announcing Burgﬂm s
surremder; Col. David Humphrey's Poem
addressed to the Armics of the Umifed
States, New Haven, 1780; twenty-cight let-
ters to Uol. William Barton while he was in
the debters’ prison at Danville, Vt.; an un-
known California pamphlet by F. Coombs, a
San Franeciseo daguerreatyper, relating his
life in that city in the early days, copiously
illustrated with scones of fires, hangings,
&c., from daguerreotypes made by the au-
thor at the time of their occurrence: Jour-
nal of the First Senate of the United States,
first session, 1789; an apparently unkmown
New York eodition of Kolwasan Crusoe,
printed by Hurtin & Commandinger, 1795;
fourteen items on the early West, many of
them rare; twenty-three very unusual Flor-
ida items; nineteen items relating to and
by ll-enmlrr Hamilton; twenty-seven In-
dian items, some very rare; the first work
on life insurance publlalwd in America,
1772; a signature of Thomas Lynch, a
signer of the Declaration of Independence;
Mackworth's Proposal in Minioture, as it
las been put in practice in New York, Lom-
don, 1720; Thomas Prinee’s Vade Mecum
for America, or Companion for Traders and
Trarvellers, Boston, 17:11; twenty-two very
searce items on canals in the Eastern sec
tion of the eountry, 1811-1831; forty uneom-
mon items on Hawaii; mry-eigu. carly
almanaes, betwoen 1746 and 1827; Ames,
Bickerstaff, Low, Thomas, Poulson, Shoe-
maker, Bioren & Madden, West, Wheeler,
Weatherwise, Heers, Houghton, Bailey,
Ward, Marot & Walter, Sharp and Fessen-
den are among the philomaths,

At Scott & O 'Shaughnessy's Eriday, May
17, morning and afternocon, another prop-
erty, searce books on American history, first
editions, &e. Fifty-four Indian items,
among them some very rare captivities;
Report on the Practicability of the Lomg
Island Railroad, with the Aet of Incorpora-
fion, 1834; a book with autograph from the
library of Inerease Mather; twenty-four
items by Thomas Paine, of varions dates;
sixty-one items on Western history, many
very rare, and others of ioterest and im-
portance.

At Sotheby's, Lendom, May 28-30, the
magnificent eollection of engravings and
woodeuts by old masters belonging to the
estate of the late Lord Northwick, compris-
ing examples of all the early masters of
note.

At Botheby's, Loudon, June 3-3, a rol-
Jection of books, manuscripts and auto-
graphs. Tocludes a large lot of Byron
manuseript poems, incunabula, Persian and
Arahinn  manuseripts, Bwinburne manu-
scripts, und letters of many celebrities.

Perhaps you didn’t know that the tank
has had many different names. In the
early experimental stage of the develop-
ment of this war machine it was ecom-
monly known as a “land eruiser” or “land
ship.” “Reservoir” and “eistern” were
tried bot were found to be too long
winded and clumsy. This and other in-
tercsting matters are touched up in The
Tanks, by Col. E. D. Swinton of the Royal
Engeers, British Army, just published
by the George H. Doran Company.

POLICE RESERVE
and HOME DEFENSE
- GUARD MANUAL

By Majer WM. A. DAWKINS and
Inspecter CORNELIUS F. CAHALANE
Almhu:h:kwﬂmdnﬂm
Home Defente Guard

mml:md&e?nluﬂm!’md
Guard units.

$1.00 Net. Posing* Ertra. All Booksigres.
E. P. DUTTON & CO., 681 Filth Avo ,N. Y.
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Mencken,

L%

Critic

H.
Mhor of “DAMN! A BOOK
By HOWARD WILLARD COOK.

ILLTAM WINTER has gone down

in stage annals as one of the

great erities of the drama and its allied
arts. This was a dignitied voeation. His
was the sort of eriticism that one read
along with the Atlentic Moathly and kin-
dred jourmals. So withy William Dean
Howells, John Juy Chapman and others.
But there is a new type of eritie in vogue

to-day, the sort who flavors his enticism

with plain pep. He's a chuekle bringer
rather than a writer to be yawned over.

Foremost in this sehool is Hemry L.
Mencken of literary pursuits and pas-
times. Fearful that some one may dis-
cover how a man ean be both so damnably
elever and prolific at the same time, he
assumes various disguises—Ben Hecht,
for instanee, when he is addressing the
Chicago multitudes, or Owen Hatteras
when flinging aphorisms and things st
the readers of Smart Set.

To the average reader Mr. Mencken as-
smnes the guise of a ferocious eat who
takes her kittens by the seruff of the neck
from their dark hole under the barn floor,
rolls them in the sunlight and forees them
to get out on their own.

“Seme people  take s tonie
spring,” said a well known artist the
day; “now I need William Blake in the
spring of the year, when olher people
require beef, iron and wine” And
Mencken is a mighty good tonie these
spring days. His are not the writings for
a pastel tinted brain. His Book of Pref-
aces offers virile and sane comment on
Joseph Conrad and Theodore Dreiser, and
in Damn' a Book of Calumny, the versa-
tility of the man makes you feel more
and more like the kitten rolled in the san-
light by that mother cat, though some-
times the elaw seratehes. Coneerning the
writings in this particular book one might
paraphrase the author: “To the eritie
all things are to be eriticised.” And from
George Washington, “tippler,” to the ab-
surdity of zoos, Mencken speeds on, never
dull nor verbose. His wonds are always
chosen with eare, and the announcement

™ ECONOMY
COOK BOOK

By Maria Mcllvaine Giliware
Author of “Meazless Cookery™ *
N. Y. Herald says: “Tt will do more than
a 'bit’ mﬂmmtbwudmhquy
practical and sersitle directions are fol-
lowed. It will also axd en the side of
health, for the hundreds of recipes in the
ka&mmltummuﬂlqm
bealthful and econe mcal.™
§1.00 Net. Fosop- Exira. All Booksteres.

L. M!NCKEN
©f CALUMNY.

- P.DUTTGN & CO., 681 Filth Ave N V.

af:newbookfmhispensauho!hﬂ
erities to cover that they may gird up
their loins and sharpen their swords for a
Roman holiday.

The Bookman recently called Mencken
“one of earth’s curious creatures™; the
New Republic declares him “funmy,
shrewd, elever, erude, hackneyed, stupid,
conventional, swinelike,”

Mr. Mencken may out-Shaw Shaw. He
may set the tongues-of the eritics a-wag-
ging, compel the Puritans to retire behind
green blinds; for of these Puritans he be-
lieves that some may even become grest,
“ag witness Herbert Spencer and Beelze-
bub.” A legion of people find his writ~
ings a joy.

Lafayette and To-day
AMES MOTT HALLOWELL, onee
Assistant Attorney-General of Mass-
achusetts, believes that the same spirit of
“making the world safe for demoecracy™
brought Lafayette to the shores of
America over a hundred years ago and
now leads our countrymen to the battle-
fields of Franee. He prophesies in The
Spirit of Lafayetie a league for demoe-
racy, composed of all the nations of the

THE SPIRIT OF LAFAYETTE. Bvr
Jaues Morr Harwowewr. Doubleday,
Page & Co. 75 cents.

RARE BOOKS. Special pric:s
and on applicaticn.

( Eliz and
Last of Elia. First edilicas
and first 2 vols. London,
1823 and 1833. WORDSWORTH
(WILLIAM). Yarrow Revisited.

gnli-y'hlu). by ol
shank. 2wk.,guueﬁﬂhn;
| with all interesting Loa- )
dom, 1823 and 1826. WNING

(ROBERT). Mel ald Women.
Presentation

Robert
smm-gumm Bos-
ton, 1856.
hn.r.mﬂmun.tumh-.u.t.




