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ROM very early times, since books
have been printed from movable
type, there have been sales at auclion of
sollections magGe by lovers of such prop-
erty, all then gathered in Europe, espe-
cially in France and Germany.

The first sale in England appears to
have taken plaee in 1676, and the list or
eatalogue lad the title Books by Way of
the Anction or Who Wil Give the Most
Jor Them.,

For some three hundred vears then
these sales have continved, and in the
earlier day were deseribed as the “mormn-
ing lounge for gentlemen.” and as bheinge
princely sport,

First Book Sales.
It is no! a litile remarkable that there

AT¢ many persons wuo are more or less
constant buvers in the suclions here and
abroad whe have never been within the
doors of the rooms where the sales lake
place and whose knowledge of what goes
on there 1= entirely superficial.

Early sales in America, of which there
are s few records, prescol some curious
phicvs, not the Jeast of which is the Ligh
prices which then prevailed for books
that would now be considered of com-
paratively little value: for our progemi-
tors were given to gatlering up a con-
siderable number of volumes of rather
dry meading. as we look upon it now.
Nevertheless, mony of the books printed
at that time, such as the wrilings of the
Mathers, bring astonishing prices to-day.

Book auctions by eatalogue bave ex-
isted here in New York for a very long
time, more than 125 years, with perhaps
as many collectors Lo keep them going as
were to be lound on the other side ol the
ocean, and one of these eatalogues s still
extant in the shape of an enormous
broadside giving simply the titles of the
books. with no desenptions of size, bind-
ing or condition.

Clever Auctioneers.

It happened that the personality of the
avctionecr very often had mned to do
with the suceess of the sales, for he was
usually a mun of high intelloctual qual-
ity, posscssed of a preity wit and much
book lore, from both of which he Ercely
drew during a sale, to the deleetation of
the erowded room of buyers: and it is
perhaps within the memory of some per-
sons vet living when John Keese and oth-
ers that followed lim were surrounded
by a coterie of buyers that would delyght
the heart= of auctivnvers of the pros-
ent. and wien priees were eonsidered to
be ubout as high as they ever would be.

There was one of these gentlemen ol
whom special mention must be made be-
eause he was casily chiel — the late Andrew
Morwin. Tt wus his wont when on the block
to so change lus voice as 1o make it ap-
pear much like that of a1 venteilogoist,
piteliod lagh or low na eecasion demandad.
His humor wa= catehinz, and las calling
down of some unlucky wight of a dealer
who was traing to eapture a plum for a
ridiculous <um was worth geing far to
bear. Peace be upon lim. We may
pever ook at hes like ngain.

Brilliant Buyers.

Aund where could he found such an ns-
semblaze ol wen ol eulture! - Menzes,
whose hobby was Amerieana: S, P
Avery, collvtor of arl and  costume
books: €. W, Frederickson, who confined
bimseif to Byron, Keats and Shelley:
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Much Art in Buymg Bool s

Marshal . Lefferts, Americana; Rich-
ard Grant Whit., Shakespearana: F.
B. Holden, lover of Americana; De Vinne,
Ltooks em printing: Andrews, fine
bindings: the Sains, father and son,
famed for their knowledge of Amerieana
and rare prints; Chew, first editions and
Elizabethan poetry, and a host of others
who never missed being present al an im-
portant sale, their wit and humor vying
with that of the “auctionary,” as he was
designated in the early days in England:
And it was from this galaxy that the
world famous Grolier Club was formed.

That all may have a knowledge of the
various sleps taken with s consignment
of books it is proposed to follow one on
its way from date of its reecipt by the
consignee  unbil seitlement is made with
the owner at Anderson’s, which is now
the oldest of rooms selline books, prints
and aulographs—what is known as lit-
crury property generslly: or at the
American Art Association, whivh began
sellinz books a few years ago: or at Seott
& O'Shaughnessy's: or at the Walpole
Galleries, the yvoungest of the places s
engaged.

When books are received, unpacked
and arranged they are catalogued by peo-
ple who are supposed to be  espe-
eiglly fitted for work of that characler,
possessing  espert  knowledge  gleaned
from the innumerable  bibliographieal
works with which every complete suction
house is equipped.  Each stem s writien
up separsitely on slips of paper aniil sll
in the eonsignment have been so treated.

Unless there are enough to make a full
eatalogue or sale books belonging to other
owners are added, the usual eatalogue
covering aboul 600 lots, which 15 sufficient
1o mike a two ses<ion =ale.

The written ships are now sent fo the
printer—and the trouble begins,  That s,
tlie trouble for the auetion house. Brick
bats are more plentitul than bouguets,
1laving passed safely throagh the perils
of proofl reading the finizhed eatalogue s
sent to the auction rooms amd i< there
folded, jucketed and maled, and the
books awart the day when they shall e
sold.

Luxurious Salesrooms.

The salesrooms of the preseut bear so
It le Fiim'l]ﬂ'l'il}’ to these of jormer times,
that were one of the old tme habitues
to visit them he would be Il Then
the bare floors, stained and dirty walls,
hardwood echairs, horseshoe talles, very
high aurl;uuwr.-‘ stund and generally
disordered appearance of everything mave
no hint that here was o place an wihiel
many t!wm'l.‘- of dollurs were ex
changed for books,

Now it 18 very different. Artestry 1%
evident on every hand.  The mellow bt
rich tones of the walls, the deep piled car
pets and mags on the floors, the opern
chairs eushionad to the hejght ol Inxury
and the mdireel lghiting lending s solt
radianee blend into o epmposite and lux
urmon= whale,

With the coming of the dn_'. atd date
annonnesd on the entalogue a= et of
sale the books are taken Trom the room
int which they have been on exhubition for
some three or more days and plicod on
shelves hack of the staee, whieh bas been
el for the oceaston with wine eolored
Wangings and o table draped to matel
At the appointed  honr the  auetyneer
takes his place on the dais, the elerk roes
{o |-|:1I form just Bl sonnd Uhe sandee b
eins with the offering of “Neo, 1 on sonr
(-at;;lugxu‘, }‘l-iu muell am I ifferiad ©

At an earlier day at was the enston for

Two Books on China.

HAT the missionany’s dutics somd
T all the deptlis and shalloys of L
immense sea of Chinese bumanuy 1= plim
from Charles Ermest Seoit’s  volume,
Clonar From W oethen, While Mr. Sealt sty
fies oneritllv to the theitt and fndustey

and the quadinties 6 vinee them Lo survival
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1 il all the eladms For paden-
taal cividization od e SN preveprie
who linve held thetr natwonal weniny Tor
B0 many centaries,

Buth Mr. Scott and K. H. Parker
whose pew odition of Les @ fpwa ez« tuit
authoritative volume down Lo date, dueli
on the great assinplatne power ol the
Chine=e,  They bave swallowed up other,
bat Liavee I-.ll’-t-“‘ boen marked Daemee] e
}'." exterior eontat witll olhes | .‘.'.
and anstiutions
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vesn,  The Cliapese may take whor thes
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the auelioneer to wait until some one had
made an offer in response, but at present
the chiel eataluguer hns marked a eopy
with appreximate prices for the guidance
of the saulesman, who begins al once to
ery the item.

A siranger within the gates is much
astonished by hearing the nest number
called, as he did not know the first had
been sold. Not a vuice has been heard
except that of the salesman, all the bid-
ding baving been done by motions of
some sort and at no tuse has the only
voive in the room, the sulesman’s been
raised above en ordinary eonversafional
tone. The entire lot assigned for the
session 15 sold in aboul an hoor and a
half or two lours,

On the completion of the sale the ae-
count of sales is made up, the anction
house taking thirty days to seltle with
the eonsignor  because disputes may arise
which would affert the sum tolal involved.
These are Lkely to come over trivial mat-
ters and it takes time to straiglten them
oual.

Terms of a Sale.

Terms of sale vary, being governed
preity mueh by the sam total involved:
the usual ones are a comnission of 15 per
cent., to which are added the cost of pre-
paring and printing the catalogue at $2.50
u page, postage and advertwing.  In days
long pust these charges were much less, 10
per cent. being the maximum commission
with & catalogue assessment ul 75 eenls a
page, and no churges for postaze or ad-
vertising; bul if such rates were made at
preseat, with the excossive cost of paper
and printing, with increised postage amd
with the heavy overhwd expense, there
would be no more book auetions m New
York or any other American eify,

Muny other differcnces between the old
time aurtivns snd these of the present
exist, such as the frequency of the sales at
that time. Tt was the custom at Leavitt's,
and later at Bangs's, (o have sales every
dav of the week throughont the season,
which began about September 15 and eon-
tinued until June following. At the pres-
ent there are comparatively few weeks in
which there are more than two sales, and
i some of the rooms as few monthly. At
Bangs's rooms there were but six people
empwoyed to bnm off this prodigions
amount of work, while in the houses of the

Captam J ames Norman Ha]l

author of “Kitchener's Mob."”
America’s grealest aviators, was brought
down wounded, and captured by the
Germans on May 7, after exploits and

adventures that had made him famous

throughout the country.
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the conflict has called forth.

and one of

HIGH ADVENTURE

Captain Hall's new book,
‘ut kefore his last fight., is now on sale at
a price of onc dollar and fifty cents (pro-
(usely illustrated). Critics who have read
advance copies say it is not only the
greatest aviation book of the war, but
also one of the few enduring volumes that

HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY
Bosten and New York

at Aucti
present {Lerc are as many employed in
wniting eatalogues alone.

Quile = large percentage of the bids ex-
ecuted in the auction rovm are for non-
resident buyers or for these in fown
wlho for one reason or ether do not care
to attend the sales in person; for the ae-
commodntion of these there are commise
sioners who exceute bids for 10 per cent,
on the price bid. These representatives
are usually men of wore thun average ine
telligence, well posted on values, with ine
formativn obtained by contact with buoke
and in awections, who can he relied upon
faithfully to perform the functions re-
quired of them by their prine ipal=.

Dealers from uther cities employ the
services of these representatives  very
largely, but with Ltile profit to the mas
who executes the bids becanuse of the
strange vagaries usnally held by theie
prmtlpuls. such as bidding ridiculons
prices on books that they well know will
sell for many times the prive they offer.

More labor is expended by the ecom-
missioner than at first seems apparent,
He must enter the bids i his sale cola-
logue, inspect the books he has to hid on
to see that they are up to description, ex-
ecute the bids at the time of sale, and
whether he buys anything or not he is ex-
pected o report {o his principal the re-
sult on enwh of the ems he was n-
structed to bid tor.

Ridiculous Offers.

Tn & sale not Jong weo a st of mors
than 100 items wa= sent to the local rep-
resentative of a large library and only
four items were securmd oul of the en-
tire lot, the sum total of these being lens
than $30. A f{ew <amples ol the bids may
L+ illuminating: %16 on a book that sells
for #1600 and is considered by competent
judges as cheap at that price; a hid of
KI7.50 on a buok that seld tor £I605 one
of $H52.50 tor a book that sold tor $i0,
and so on.

It it hardly probable that any well
posted bookman would make bids of this
sort unless with a desire to overreach and,
in ease of suecevss, to show how smnrl he
WK,

Those who engage the services of a
commissioner should bave suffieient eon-
fidenee in him to enirust lom with some
Lutitude and diseretion in bidding  and

bup'ug.
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THE OLD HUNTSMAN

By SIEGFRIED SASSOON Highly ccmmended by John Masefield
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