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A Contract That Protocta the Ball-road- i,

the Government
and the Public.

The flnnl draft of the contract thnt
t to be executed between the Gov-

ernment of the United State and tbe
railroad corporations which It hne
taken under Its control' for the dura-

tion of tbe war wns printed In Tub
8cn of yesterday morning. The fact
that we were nble to lay this potent
document before the public In ad-

vance of Its appearance In any other
newspaper, while highly gratifying to
us, as It undoubtedly Is to our read-

ers. Is of minor consequence when
compared with the supreme Impor-

tance of the document Itself nnd what
Its terms mean for the Government,
for the railroads, and, of greater mo-

ment than anything else, for the peo-

ple of this country.
They mean that tho Government

will play fair with the railroads,- - and
vhllo utilizing their plants In every de-

partment for the prosecution of tbe
war, will not seek to make Its tem-
porary occupancy of their property
nn excuso for Injuring their share-
holders or Impairing the private rights
that 'have heen acquired In the long
nnd laborious task of upbuilding the
land transportation system, of the
United States. .There Is no threat
or suggestion of confiscation ; the rnnt-lng- s

of demagogues nnd the visions
of dreamers have no place In -- the
coldly sensible provisions set forth
In t lil.s comprehensive paier.

The first conspicuous feature of the
contract Is its recognition of the

rights of tin? owners of the
'railroads, coexistent with the unques-
tioned authority of the Government
to seize nnd administer their property
for the benefit of the nation. The
owners are to be comiensated, and
compensated fairly, for the jierlod In
which the roads are out of their con-

trol; and when the time comes to re-

store the lines to private manage-
ment, they are to be returned In a
condition as good as that In which
they were wbou they wore comman-
deered. The Government binds Itself
to this. It will not seek to Impose
on tho owners a long and costly al

or litigious struggle fur reim-

bursement after peace Is proclaimed.
.The possibility that such a course
might be adopted existed. Had the

"frantic enemies of private property
whoso bcdlamitlsh theories of railroad

.regulation reduced the railroads to
the lamentable condition In which
tbey were when the demands of war
.suddenly revealed their weakness to
tho nation and the world been en
trusted with the preparation of this
contract, we tbould have seen n pro-

duction Ihut would have terrorized
every' Individual who owns .share
of stock In n public utility, Itoason-nbl- o

and d men had charge
of the tasknnd they have carried It
forward' lu sobriety and good sense.

Of the betterments nnd extensions
needed by the railroads to tit them
more completely for the paramount
necessities of the Government, none

xcept those which are required In
tho orderly conduct of their business
In peace times are to Co charged
against them when the final account-
ing Is made. The essential war

useful only for war purposes,
are to be paid for by the Government
as other expenses Incurred In tho na
tional defence nre paid, an arrange-
ment thnt Is Just to all concerned, and
calculated to relieve railroad Inves-
tors of the fear that on the conclusion
of peace they would have dumped on
them expensive nnd e

lines and facilities which would In-

crease their capltnl charges to an
amount that would force them Into
bankruptcy.

Similarly, tho Government Is to ac-

count for all money belonging to tho
railroads, and to pay for Its use, Just
as It pays for the use of the money
of citizens who put their savings into
War stamps nnd Liberty bonds. In
the same spirit of fairness and Jus-
tice, the Government Is to respect tho
contracts of the railroads with sub-
sidiary corporations nnd their owner-
ship of various collateral and con-

tributory enterprises.
It will be seen thut neither mnllce

nor Ignorance dictated the terms of
this iiureement. It was conceived In
a broad spirit of Justice nnd, as a
disclosure of the Government's atti-
tude toward corporations engaged In
public service, It betokens a new un-

derstanding of the relations that

should subsist between the corpora-
tions nnd tho administrators 'of tho
country nffnlrs.

Thus the contract Is fair to tho Gov-
ernment, fair to tho railroads mid
their, thousands of owners, nnd fair
to the public. It Is fair to tho Gov-

ernment In that It provides ngalnst
Improper charges nnd protects It from
the Injection of political Issues In the
form of rnldt on veNted Interests un-

der tho gulso of war necessity; It Is
fair to (he roads In thnt It provides
for their maintenance and Improve-
ment ; It Is fair to the owners of the
roads In that It assures for them
proper compensation now nnd proper-
ties unimpaired In the future; and It
Is fair to tho public because, despite
the fanatical utterances of Insane or
corrupt drmugogues, the progressive
development of the railroads to the
highest possible point of efficiency Is I

of momentous Import to them In their
Individual nnd corpo'rnto cnpacltles.

Tho Government, hnvlng the au-

thority to Increase freight nnd pas-

senger rates nt will, can spend money
on the roads, for whatever purpose
may seen desirable, with tho com-

forting knowledge that It can surely
and promptly get that money hack.
Thus none of Its expenditures need
be unproductive. The money will, of
course, come from the' public, In the
form of higher freight rotes nnd
higher passenger fares. Hut theso In-

creased rrttes form In effect a notably
profitable Investment for the public
which pays them. What would It
have been worth to tho people of
the United States to hnve had every
railroad In the country adequate to
the work plted on It Inst winter?
What would ltJifworth to the manu
facturers, the merciiants, tne House
holders of the Atlantic coast to know

the railroads could bring to
them enough conl for their needs next
winter? It Is unnecessary to go fur-

ther than this to show what a strong,
pYosperous railroad system means to
the country; nnd' to establish that
system, the public, once It compre-
hends the facts, will be ready to pay
a fair price.

The Funeral of John Purroy Mltchel.
John I'urroy Mitchei.'s body will

be brought to City Hall and
there the people, of the city ho served
so well will hnve opportunity to pay
their last tributes of respect to the
man whom they rejected at the polls
In November.

Never In the history of the town
has sorrow more sincere been evoked
by the death of one of Its people. In
every calling nnd trade, In every sec-

tion of the city, among the rich nnd
the poor, the famous and the obscure,
unrestrained evidences of grief nnd
ready acknowledgments of a great
loss testify to the depth of feeling
that hnicen stirred by his untimely
passage from n world In which he had
been nn nctlve, useful factor. To-dn-

his high ideals, his unsullied patriot-Is-

his diligent labors for the wel-

fare of others, his honorable ambi-

tions for himself, his lldellty to the
tasks he eagerly sought, are testified
to by the spontaneous utterances of
scores of thousnnds of his fellow
townsmen.

These citizens arc' not moved to
their unquestioned grief by tho tragic
clrcumstnnces which surrounded his
death. T,h'elr expressions of sorrow
arc not the emotional outbursts of a
populntlou excited to fever heat by
tho perils of war. They are based on
n complete understanding of the char-

acter of the man In whoso memory
they are framed. They record the
opinion New York really held of John
1'i'kiioy Mitchki.; yet the great trag-
edy of his death In July, 1018, would
hnve been averted If this sentiment
of respect and confidence had not
been overborne In the heat of the po-

litical canvass of October, 1017.
We get now an accurate conception

of what New York generally thought
of the young man who rose to the
highest oftlce within the disposal of
Its citizens, and whoso extraordinary
services In that office were rejected In

n mnnner that, to a man who served
for no higher motive than to win
popular acclaim, would have been hu-

miliating. With John I'rnnoY Mrr- -

ciiix this consideration counted for
nothing. He had seen his duty nnd
had dono It with the same fine cour-
age that characterized all his other
nets. If the public rejected him, that
fact could not obscure or cloud his
consciousness of rectitude, or conceal
his fidelity. If the exercise of those
qualities that most distinguished him
did not meet the approval of the elec-
torate, the heavy responsibility did
not rest on him.

To-da- y and mnny n mnn
In New York will search his soul nnd
mind as he ponders on tho career of
the brave young mnn who gave his
life to anil for Ills country, nnd the re-

proaches that are engendered through
contemplation of the recent history
of New York will not be aimed nt the
man whoso memory wo honor.

Durability In Concrete Ships.
The announcement made by It. J.

Wig, chief of the Concrete Ship Di-

vision of the Shipping Hoard, to the
effect thut a new protective coating
has been discovered by which con-

crete ships can be rendered ns dura-
ble as aro steel vessels, Is of the ut-

most Importance, not only ns it re-

lates to the emergency created by the
campnlgn, but nlso ns it will

affect shipbuilding In peace times;
Only a few days ago Mr. Wia wns
quoted as saying that tho concrete
hulls now building would Inst a year,
and possibly two or three years, but
he distinctly discouraged tho belief
that they would bo of permanent
value. They would servo for tho pur-
pose which brought our shipbuilding
progrnmme Into existence, but not
for gcnernl use.

Shipyards' for the construction of
concrete vessels can draw their sup

piles of material largely from the lo-- 1

calltlos in which they aro established.
Tho volutno of steel recnforccmcnt
parts hauled by the railroads In com-

parison with the steel required for nn
all steel ship, or of wood required for
a wooden vessel which Is not amllt
where material Is Immediately nt
hand, Is Immense. Onco tho forms
are prepared the pouring of the hull
occupies comparatively little time,
and tho number of skilled laborers
needed Is small. The concrete sets
quickly, and this form of construc-
tion has tho merit of expedition.

Tho ship Faith, built on tho Pa-

cific coast, mudo eleven knots on her
trial trips, and behnved admirably
In the water. Itargcs of concrete
hnve proved highly valuable hero and
abroad; lu Italy particularly they
have been in use for years, and havo
given a good account of themselves.
It is plain thnt In canal and river
transportation they offer n solution
of a difficult problem, which may
prove of the greatest value (to the
country.

When Mr. Wio says that he "be-

lieves the concrete ship can eventu-ally- l
be made as permanent as steel,

If not more so." the enduring masonry
conntnicllon of former times comes to
mind. The specimens cxtnnt nre on
land, to be sure, but In mnny cases
they have been exposed to the weath
er under adverse circumstances for
years without deterioration. If the
elements necessary to resist tho nc-- 1

Hon of sea water have been discov-

ered, the snme Curability should bo
attained In hulls.

An American Traycr.
The appeal of tho threo American

Cardinals to the people In their spir-

itual charge Is n strong document.
It lives up to Its title, "Fight nnd
Pray." Peace, yes, It says; but first
Victory :

"If we fight Ilk heroes and pray like
taints. soon will America. overcome mere
force by greater force and conquer lust
of power by the nobler power of sacri-

fice and faith."

Their Eminences nsk their flocks to
prny three times a day "for the guid-

ance of our rulers, the success of
our arms, the unity of nntlons and
the welfare of heroes." That Is a
prayer In which every American can
Join at morning, nt noon and nt the
hour of the Angelus and bo the better
for It. It contnlns the programme of
real and lasting pence.

An Allied Offensive In the Balkans.
An Allied force made up of Italians

and French has unilerlaken n now
offensive lu the Balkans. The point
where they struck Is about midway
on the long line over the Albanian
mountains from the Adriatic to Mon-

astic VIennn officially acknowledges
the withdrawal of the Austrian, and
the statement from Home reports tho
capture of more than 1,000 prisoners
and stores of war munitions.

This Is the. first offensive In this
region since the Aostrlnns, sweeping
down from Montenegro, occupied the
Albanian capital of Duruzzo. They
were halted on the north bank of the
Voyusa, and the Italians have since
been engaged In the development of
southern Albania. . They have Im-

proved the harbor of Avlonn and have
built a road over tho mountains from
that port to Monastic. With the aid
afforded by these Improvements tho
Italians have succeeded In transport-
ing over tho Adriatic ,200,000 soldiers
without the loss of n shin or mnn.
They have succeeded at the same time
In currying recnforccmcnt s and sup-

plies to the Allied line on tho Mace
donian front.

The Italian force on the western
TSulkan front is estimated tit about
500,000 men. Tho offensive which
they hnve undertaken In cooperation
with the French hns for Its purpose
Dot only the forcing of a diversion of
Austrian troops from tho Plnvo to
the support of tho llalkan line, but
the breaking of theAustro-Bulgorln- n

right flank and the recovery of the
Serbian territory west ot the Vordar
valley. Tho Macedonian army, which
was under the command of General
Guillamat before his recall to
France, has already tnado consider-
able gulns east of the Vnnlar. Tho Al-

lied successes at theoe two vital olnt
of the llalkan line have been tnken
to signify a renewal of an offensive
all nloug the frout. The Central Pow-
ers have unquestionably weakened
their line by the withdrawn! of troops
for Itnly nnd France. For this ren-so- n

the ' present Is considered espe-
cially favorable for an attempt to re-

cover Serbia and Montenegro.
liesldes Its military objective tho

movement has the purpose of the ful
filment of n promise earlier mndo by
Italy to the Albanians to rid their
country of tho Austrian Invaders. The
Independence of Albania was proT
claimed last year with the approval
of tho Allied nations. A government
wns formally established at Koritza,
and the Improvement In tho roads
and the condition of tho peoplo which
have been mode by the Italians wero
sanctioned by the representatives of
the new state. The Intention of the
Allies Is to build up nn Indeiiendent
nnd stable Albanian government.
With this accomplished ono of the
disturbing nnd perplexing problem
of European politics will be lu tt fair
way of settlement.

Two Kinds of Occupation of a.
Conquered Land.

A despatch from Amsterdam eays
that the war contribution which Bel-glu-

Is to pay .Oerpiony has been
rnl-w- to 00,000,000 francs monthly.
Tho German military administration
of nolgluin thus exacts from that
small devastated nation $12,000,000
each month, or nbotit $1D0 u person.

What are tho Germans giving In
return? Among othor ofllclal reports
furnished by the Belgian Government
at Ixj Havre, France, Is the statement
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that Belgian woodsmen and foresters
have been ordered out of tho vast for
est of Mege nnd thnt this former
great source of revenue for the king-

dom Is to bo taken over by the Ger-
mans for their own use. An example
of Germany's smulluesd atid of tbelr
thoroughness In comblug Delglum for
booty Is found In tho statement that
after seizing alt other live stock of
the country they have requisitioned
all, dogs "mora than forty centimeters
tall." Owners who refine to declnm
their dogs will be punished by a max
imum line of '20,000 marks (15,000) j
nnd n maximum penalty of Imprison-
ment for five years.

Tho Germans have restored none
6t tho industries of tbe country; ex-

cept those which servo their military
purposes nnd they nre continuing to
send Belgians to Germany to work in
Germnn munition factories. By a
German military court slxty-sl- x per-
sons were tried In Juno for oppos-
ing the Germnn administration;
twenty-fou- r wero condemned to death
and seven executed Immediately. At
Chnrtcrol nineteen persons, Including
women, merchants, u priest and rail-
way official, were tried for spying on
the movements of Germnn troops.

"Six of them were condemned to
death, but their relatives were not told
the names of the victims and passed
days of agonising; suspense. Wives and
children of men who wero under arrest
Rtood all nleht at the prison gates, their
feelings alternating between hope and
despair. Not until tho bodies of the
victims were brought out after tho exe-

cutions was It possible to know who
wero killed and who had been spared."

In striking contrast lo these reports
of sordldness and savagery Is the of- -

clal rejwrt upon the results of the oc
cupation of the Itagdud region by the
Hrltlsli expeditionary forces In the
Mesopotamia!! valley. It explains why
tbe British administration has been
practically without opposition from
the native Inhabitants. It Is, more-
over, gratifying to tho allied nations.
The report says :

"Bagdad was dead to all appoarances
when the UrlUsh array entered on March
11 last year. Now It Is a bustling hive
of humanity. Thousands ot workmen
pass through the streets early and late.
The main street Is paved and lighted.
There Is a constant stream or traffic
and the sleepiest old women who haunt
the streets have become adept at dodg-
ing the American motor cars which
rush through the city."

Referring specifically to the Im-

provements mode and the develop-
ments accomplished In this ancient
capital of IlAnoUN-AirltASHi- the re-

port continues:
"A police force and a Are department

have been organized. The old fashioned
oil lairuM In tho Btreets have been re-

placed by electric lights. The water up-p- ly

has been Improved and extended.
Mosques have 'been repaired, roads have
been paved, and school.", Including a
training school for native .teachers, have
been opened.

'The streets now are well watered In
dry weather and. sanitary officials have
penetrated the most hidden comers of
the city. The municipal government has
been made Two bridges
havo been thrown across the Tigris River
These are some of the changes whlo.i
have come with British occupation and
have come quietly and unnoticed."

There aro two kinds of occupation
of n conquered territory. One Is by
devastation and destruction nnd by
the military objection of tho helpless
Inhabitant through terror nnd cruelty
In the name of Kultur. The other
bus for Its purH)so the upbuilding of
tho laud mid tho pacification nnk de-
velopment of the iHple in the Inter-
est of civilization.

A Belfast firm has built an 8,000 ton
steamer In fifteen days. At the end of
tho war It may be possible to sail to-

morrow on a ship that y Isn't.

Many a traveller with short time to
catch his trnln has been thrown Into
acute fidgets waiting at a ticket office
while the clerk prepared a yard long
strip of pasteboard for u long distance
tourist. First the hunt through the
rack for tho strip, then' a careful
Bcrutlny of Its printed matter; an ex
ercise In penmanship on many blank.
lines follows, then tho punching with
care of many coupons. Is It ready?
Watch the clerk. Romo coupons must
be torn off, others pasted on. jnore
Writing, more punches. At lastr Oh.
no! Stamping to bo done, ono side,
'tother side, examined again, then,
"Sign here, please." Tho purchaser
finds his fountain pen. The Ink refuses
to flow. The short distance man loses
his train. Now "standardized tickets"
for short distance travel are sold at
designated windows as rapidly as box
ofnea experts hand out theatre tickets.
Tho ldng distance traveller puts in bis
lelsuro nt another window. One tri-
umph for tho Director-Genera- l.

The Government has taken over the
control of sulphur, but the most noted
expert In the use of that material Is
not available, being already engaged
as mentor of Prussia.

It will bo a national pastime to
watch the Colonel making up his mind
which Job will give him the bulllest
tlmt raising a shindy In New York
State politics or pacifying Ireland. Be
tween two strenuous lives which one
to choose?

Manufacture of doughnuts prohibited
In Canada. Newspaper headline.

Due to the waste In the formation
of trie centre cavity?

The latest Hun war historian writes
of Britain's unbearable yoke" worn
by Scotland. That, then, explains why
the Scotch, when they wont out to
fight Britain's enemies fought with
such soft tndifTcrenco the Huns
promptly named them tho "Ladles
from Hell."

What Is a little murder between
friends like Wimiexm and I.e.ni.nb?

First Application of the Bute,
Eve settled the qucatlon.
"Since there ! nobody to flfht but tne,

you will work," she announced to Adam.

THE OLD NINTH REGIMENT.

Bone of Its Officers In the Bays Be
fore Jlm Flik.

To tub Editor or Tut Son Sir; I,
as one of the oldest living former resi-

dents Qf Greenwich Village, as well ns
one of the reorgantiers of the Ninth
Iteglment after Its return1 from tho clvtl
war, can verify nil the statements made
In the letters from "A. C." and Joo It.
Hart.

After the return of the Ninth Itegl-

ment with less than 200 of the original
number of Its members that enlisted for
three years, or the, war, a movement
waa started to reorganise the regiment
and put It back In Its old' position as a
unit of the N. a. S. N. Y, A number
of the young men of Greenwich Village,
among whom were Thomas C. Dunham,
afterward State Senator; John 8.
Itujler, the founder of the Hujler
Candy Company, and myself, became
Interested and helped to reorganize
Company H pur nrst captain was
Johnny daffney, well known In Oreen-wlc- h

Village, and John 8. Huyler was
on of our lieutenants. The first com-
mandant of .he regiment was Colonel
Wilcox, a manufacturer of mattresses
and bedding In Chatham Bquare.
Charley nraln was lieutenant-colone- l,

and Hitchcock (I forget his first name)
was major. Henry S. Brooks of Brooks
Brothers, clothiers, was adjutant. On
the retirement of Colonel Wilcox, Jim
Flsk was made colonel and took com-
mand of the regiment. He was very
popular, and the . regiment nourished.
He organised a band ot 100 pieces, led
by jthe well known Dowllng, with lvy,
the famous cornetlst, aa one ot Its
members. tI was born In Greenwich Village, In
Perry street, opposite the Van Ness
homestead, which occupied the entire
block bounded by Bleecker, Fourth,
Perry and Charles streets, my father,
Thomaa J. Curtis, a carpenter and
builder, being one ot the nret settlers
of Greenwich Village. I remember when
the' present site of the Grand Opora
House as occupied by the Knicker-
bocker stage line as a stable, and also
remember when the first elevated road
waa built on Greenwich Kreet and
Ninth avenue. It waa first operated by
endleM cable, but afterward changed
to vteam dummies an motive power.

I have been for & number of years a
resident of Chelsea Neighborhood, have
been connected with the United Rtates
postal nervlce for nearly thirty-fiv- e

years, am a comrade of Tefft-Ode- ll Post
No. 443, Department of New York
G. A. It., am tn my seventy-fourt- h year
and able to parade as I did on the
Fourth Just passed whenever occasion
requires. J. n. Cmms.

New York, July 9.

PARALLEL PREJUDICES.

Prohibition Compared to the Fast
Waning Hatred of Tobacco.

To thc Editor or Tits Bun 8r: The
American public will try anything once.
Sometimes that proves to be onca too
much. Then there Is often trouble
ensuing, and the experiment proves
costly.

Just now there seems to be a proba-
bility that prohibition will become a
part of the national system of law. Even
If the efforts of the zealouK reformers
who urga It should prove Insufficient to
secure natlon-w'ld- e enforcement of their
pet mearure, the restrictive regulations
of the army and navy will probably
prove the way, and the compulsory re-

formation nf the public will follow after
the war. If not sooner.

Perhaps that will be a good thing.
Perhaps not. In cither case It seems
likely that the public will try it. In
that event there may be a revulsion
afterward that will remind of the great
change In public opinion ns to the use
of tobacco.

Dr. Pease Is not the only hater of
the 'need. Neither Is he the first who
has denounced It In similar terms , to
those employed by Intemperate enemies
of all alcoholic drink. Hardly anything
laid by the latter has been left unsaid
by the former, and though science has
laboriously disproved the worpt of
these slanders on "My I.ady Nicotine,"
there nre still many who like the wor-
thy doctor, still believe tobacco to br
a deadly enemy to the health ot the
human animal.

There is a liasW of truth In what the
say. The most Inveteiate will
cheerfully admit that there are many
persons to whom the use of tobacco Is
extremely Injurious. Yet tho habit of
using tt Is becoming' more and more
prevalent nnd leaa and less Is heard of
tho evil effects that used to be consid-
ered almost Inevitable, We ure even
getting reconciled to the fact that real
ladles smoke, and that some of them
do It In public.

The cigarette wns formerly held In
special abhorrence, but surely, If
cigarettes were actually bad for the
ncives (excepting In Individual case)
aviators would not be to eager to get
them, nor would the Government en-

courage the great, kindly Impulse which
prompts their friends at home to send
them the 'uxurles they prlza eo highly.

Herein Is u paradoxlcul twist. The
prejudice ngalnst tobaroo Is close akin
to that against drink. Within my own
memory It was well nigh as strong.
Yet the one Is on the wane, and has
almost disappeared, nnd the other tin,'
grown till universal prohibition sems
imminent.

Neertheles, It Is unquestionably
true that mapy of the arguments which
serin convincing to prohibitionists nre
fallacious. The experience of mankind
demonstrates clearly that the evil ef
fects of alcohol, like those of tobacco,
are experienced In vastly different de-

grees by different people. This Is en-

tirely apart from the question whether
any are actually benefited by moderate
drinking.

Admitting that some are hopelessly
ruined by drink, thero are multitudes
of drinkers who do not become "horrible
examples." It may happen that the
fnal Judgment will he that the Indi-
vidual should be allowed to determine
for himself to which class he belongs.
ThU. again, Is entirely apart from tho
question of the open saloon.

Suppose for a moment that tbe "sober
second thought" of the public will fal
to approve ot prohibition, Will tho Utf
stand? David A. Ccrtib.

New York, July 9.

rroofs In an Old Controrersr,
From t .trtantiie (Ictettc.

Mrs. Dive Nichols of dark was bitten
by a snake, believed to be a copperhead, a
few ilays o. She sulTerm! but little from
tho results ot the bite. A little eon of Mr?
Herndon. lllng near Gentry, "was bitten
by a tnake last weak. He ia now a I molt
well, The two ce make flvo In which
Arkannana have been kitten by anakea thle
year. The (laittte would Itke to keep a
record of ull caas in order that It may
ehow that tho auppoaectly deadly snakea
of tho .South are not deadly at all, So
far as the Uazttle has been able to learn
there has been but ono death ns a result
of snaks bits In this State, and the cases
cover bites by rattlesnakes, copperheads
sad cottonmouths.

LET' DOCTORS GO TO WAR.

A Flea to Hospitals to Abandon the
Rotating Serrlre.

To tub Editor or Tn Sun Sir: Of
necessity the business of the country
has been reoiganlxed; the same Im-

perious necenlty calls for the reorgani-
zation of the civil Hospitals.

Up to the present time the enrolment
of medical men haOlgpt pace with the
army's growth, uut a million Ameri
cans haye now taken their Vlaco In the
lighting line ; ships are available for the
rapid transportation of a seoond mill-

ion; a third million Is streaming Into
the training camps, nnd more doctors
are needed. The hospitals of the coun-

try must help to furnish them they
can 'If they will.

By undertaking to retain In Its ser-

vice only the actual number of men re-

quired to care for Us patients the hos-
pitals can at once release a large num-

ber of pha!clans for army service.
Every hospital that has not already
done so should at once place Its staff
on a war footing by abolishing the
rotating service.

What la the rotating service? It la
a plan of organisation which requires
or permits two, three, four or even six
men, each serving six, four, three or
perhaps only two months annually, to
hold down one man's Job. There may
he renwuns of educational policy which
Justify n rotating service In ordinary
time's j y nny such plan Is contrary
lo the national Interest and Is

In this crisis no plan of or-
ganization Is admissible which does not
release every competent physician who
can be spared for military cfuty. No
man should be permitted to excuse him-
self from entering the Medical Reserve
Corps on tbe plea that n hospital needs
him. unless his presence In that hospital
Is Indispensable not two, three or four
months In the ear, buj all year.

For the period of the war the rotating
service must go. The continuous ser-vlc- o

plan Is the only patriotic plan of
hospital organization at this time. One
Job, one man It Is the duty of hospital
authorities to adopt thin plan now, and
to make It plain to the men who are
thus released from hospital service for
the period of the war that the purpose
of their relense Is to make It easier for
them to decide where the path of duty
lies. S. S. Gouiwatir, M. f).,

Chairman War, Service Committee
American Hospital Association.

New York, July 9.

NEWSPAPER SIZE.

Will the Paper Shortage Restore the
Briefer Form?

To the Editor or Ths SON' Sir: Ths
shortage of newsprint paper Is ot course
unfortunate : at the same time most
people will welcome smaller newspapers,
especially on Hundajs.

'Without any intimate knowledge but
merely as on opinion founded upon
hearing the expressions of others, I be-

lieve that there Is a universal demand
for a return to the newspapers of
twenty-fiv- e years ago.

Tho art of writing of that age anl
before has never been excelled. Articles
were digested In the brains of writers
In those day before they were put on
paper and consequently came off In a
grnceful ft la that was as beautiful In
Its brevity as It was Interesting In Its
story telling.

The old cUht page dally Sun and the
threo section Sunday Sun have never
been eurpased for news giving quali-
ties, editorial and literary' excellence
and typographical perfection.

Observer.
New Haven-- , Conn., July 9.

CALICO FROCKS.

They Are Popular, bnt They Are Not
fhenp.

To the Editor or The Son-- Sir: Ref-
erence Is made in The Sun of July 6 to
the attractive calicoes of the Pacific
coast mills.

New. York shops of high standing
havo made a feature ot calico frocks
thui summer. Many of them suggest
civil war styles, with their flounces and
flowing sleeves, and they show the old
shades of blue, orange, gray or pink.
with old time patterns of sprigs and
rings or spots.

They do not suggest the sweet sim-
plicity of six cents a yard, howeer,
the ready made calico frocks I have eeea

j lelng priced at 112 to $1S. Indeed' the
material Itself is no longer cheap. a
far as any cotton goods are concerned.

land we women who nre rtlll so old fash- -

loned that we like to make our muslin
underwear, bouse dresses and summer
clothes aro wondering whether It Is the
cotton grower, whoee prlee Is not con-
trolled like the wheat grower's, the tex-
tile manufacturer or the department
store that is the possible profiteer.

Nrw York, July 9.

TRADE BRIEFS.
Typewrltlnr paper Is needed In Switzer-

land.
An automobile are engine Is wanted by

th authorities of a Mexican city of in. OOO

Inhabitant. There also a demand for
fire alarm boxes and other fire Sjchtlng
equipment.

A modern American druir store has been
opened lu Muzatlan, Melco. An Ice mak-In-

plant will probably be Installed, In
whKh etcnt there will be a demand for
American Ice making machtnery and equip-
ment.

One million acre? of arid land nr.ir
Matamorc. Mexico, are to be Irrigated In
thc near future, and brick and remfnt
Mock making machinery, farm equipment
and small knock down houses win
needed.

Tamplpo, Mexico, would be an exceltei.t
lnrnllty In whlrh to establish a medium
priced American restaurant, reports VI'- -.

Consul William A. Ward. There u. e many
Americana and Mexicans of the belter
class who would welcome such an enter-
prise and patronize It.

Consul Hdvtard Itlgglns reports from
Drain that the nahal tobacco is es-

timated at r.OO.flOO balea of MS pounds
each. The leaf la of lino quality.

rdn.ee. the cocoa crop at 800,000 lugs
of 1.12 pounds each.

Oilcloths and llnoleuma have been p'aced
on the list of restricted Imports by the
War TMdo Hoard, Outstanding licences
for ths Importation of thes products have
been revoked and no new applications will
be considered.

Vsqarbaulh.
A canny man upon the atreet
Stopped every ons ho chanced to meet:
"dude frln'. I maun be plain wl' ye,
A stranger I fraa o'er the sea;
Your town Is (ran, your town Is braw,
Where buys a mon the usquebaugh ?"

"Kind stranger," Jd I, slow and dour,
"You ask me what's beyond my power;
I Ifvn here; at ono tlms even I
Or any man could whiskey buri '
That good time's paat, forbid by law.
There's not a drop of usquebaugh."

The stringer turned, about to dee,
Yet spuko before ho quitted me:
"A Judgment on e all sau aalr;
I shake the dust to enmn nae malr,
To suffer wl' a thirst sat raw.
An' no a drap o' usquebaughl"

Willis Strsi.T.

THE EMPIRE STATE--A RECORD OF
NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENTS.

State Comptroller Euteno M. Travis Outlines the Progress of State
Revenues During Recent Years.

Tho Important facts regarding the
Internal affairs of state these days nre
unknown to many New Yorkers be
cause we are so busy earning a living
and devoting our attention to the
prosecution of war. Nevertheless, the
vostness of the work of State govern-
ment and the volume and variety of
Us activities arc matters ot vital con-

cern to every Inhabitant of this State,
whoso motto, "Excelsior," Is exempli
fied in every phase of her being.

It takes a lot of money to run State
government over $81,000,000 this
year and it will take more as time
goes on. The party out of power
will always tell us that the party In
power Is responsible for this Increase,
that it expends more than Is necessary
and that too much Is wasted. But
this charge Is always of a partisan
nature ever revived during election
times and afterward Immediately sub- -'

sides.
One ot tho heaviest requirements Is

for debt service that Is, the amount
annually needed to provldo for thc
retirement of bonds and pay thc In-

terest on them. By direction of a ma-
jority of our voters we built the new
Barge Canal thc largest slnglo public
enterprise at a cost of over 1150,000,-000- ,.

and over $100,000,000 highway
bonds and $25,000,000 forest preserve
bonds have been Issued during tho lost
few years.

By n vote of the people tho State
ran In debt for theso projects nnd It
cost about $14,000,000. annually to pro-

vide for the payment of these under-
takings. The Stato is tho real pro-
tector of tour educational system, and
while taxes are paid locally for such
purposes, the State nlwo makes con-

tribution $12,000,000 out of the
appropriated and It super-

vises the whole system, maintaining
ten normal schools for tho training of
teachers.

Thc Commonwealth manages also
about fourteen hospitals for the In-

sane nnd they contain nbout 40,000
patients at nn annual cost of approxi-
mately $14,000,000. Moreover, the
State conducts something like twenty
charitable Institutions for tho cnxo of
children who nro feeble minded, blind,
crippled or In need of moral training,
and for tho care of tubercular per-
sons, old soldiers and their widows.
The aggregate population of these In-

stitutions Is about 10,000 and the coat
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So much a general V"es. enabling the State save
money It takes to run each ion dollars annually,

of tho branches of the State Another example of administrate --

Government. Kven Interesting efficiency Is shown through the ere'
t thc-- manner In which the organisation known as ed

meet these requirements, troopers, and so

Kew people remember for year, has established Itself nn
since 1904, the Stat" has been portant in the police protects

run almost entirely direct of the So mueh
taxation, that Is, a tax ax- - things nf about gren

valuation estate tbe Commonwealth, but the glory '

manner taxes are the present hour a
paid. Since the annual payments ally lias never failed when

by rnnul, forest mtlnn has met a crisis. So r.On.Mi

highway have increased so men $17,000,000 have been
interest and retirement ofitrlbuted.

"HOW" IN SIOUX.

A Scholarly Inquiry Into the Origin
Phrae.
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whlch th6 army ofllcera abbreviated In big. pd. although the 'work Ih m .' d rn

to "Ho!" That, In time, Ixcame cult, one la kept busy and ofti n tne' "'
the shibboleth .employed In the officers' i I feel as though I am dn.ng i iv t
canteen In elbow crooking stunts nnd la even though I accept n sulniv .i t
the true source of "Here's ho!" not mUht otherwise! b doing woii.
"Hern's a ho!" nB the London paper much more Interesting chai.ief "i.in
gives It, tiling and typing interminable !'- - "f

The elabornte effort to prove that the records and Milpplng orders, A "ik
phrase orlglrated up In the Krd ltlver for which 1 could be better paid Theio-countr- y,

In the days when the Hudon fore I am most grateful that 'be da
Hay Company ruled the Wert, and vas ha not bee n lengthened m as. m ; m1

the early morning cry of the hunters to l me opportunity to keep myi-- tr in
fall in for the day's work, Is pum moon- -' physical condition thst will refill' in
shine, as any old army oltlcer who lived lowortoi; ot efficiency, U. U.
on the rat plain will attest. "Ho Nw York, July 8.


