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The Burton Historical Papers
John Jacob Astor’s Seven Flutes
News of the Dealers and Sales

OE STUN had occasion recently to men:
tion the series of interesting papers
issued by the Borton Historical Collection
of the Detroit Public Library from the

original masuscripts. This material covers
not only Detroit and Michigan, but takes
in pretty much all of the Western country,
Indiana having a large amount of spuce
devoted to ber history.

Thus for there bave boen six numbers of
tho first volume put in print. Wherover
broaks occur in the continuity of the pa
pers photostat ecopies are made from the
connecting links in other collections.

Mr. Burton, to whose generosity Detroit
owes this valuable lot of historical material,
and his dauglhter, M. Agnes Burton, have
arranged all the papers in chronological
order. (', Gerhardt, 25 West Forty-second
strest, hus been made the Eastern deposi
tary for these publicatiozs and will receive
orders for thea,

The Astor Flute.

Henry Goldsmith, a devoted collector of
everything sbout this eity, has amopg other
curios 3 boxwood flute, ivory trimmed aud
stumped on each of ita sections ‘* W. Astor,
Lendon,”' This was a brother of the first
John Jacoh Astor, and in 3 pamphlet giv
ing sketehes of The Wealth and Rioaraphy
of the Wealthy Citacens of New York City,
- - an Alprabetial drrangement of
the mamex of those whose Wealth & exhi
maoted at $100000 gud Upwards, which was
jublisbed at Tug 8Bux oflics, rorner of
Nussuu and Fulton strests, 1846, it s
stated that “*Mr. Astor on his voyage to
America beeame acquainted with a fellow
countryman, a {urricr, who induced Astor
to lesrn this sirt. The main portion of Mr.
Astor s property at this time consisted of
seven flutes from his brother’s masufuctory
at London, which with a few other articles
of merchandise he sold aod iovested the
small provewids in furs.**

Mr. Goldsmith believes that the flute now
in his possession was one of the weven
Ne mention is made in the pamphlet that
Astor in 1789 had piano warercoms ut 81
Queen s street, from which place he adver
tisss in the Dmiv Advertiser that he sold
piinos and bought furs,

The Late Miss Stephens.

Miss Ann 8. Stephens, a nowelist loved
¢l our grandmothors, died March 15 last,
leaving an estate valued between $125,000
and $140.0600,  Letters testamentary woere
pranted to Jdnmes Speyer July 10, be being
the sole executor. Among the devises are
a portrait of Mary Woolstonecraft, by Onpie,
which had formerly been in the possession
of Aaron Durr, to Mr. Spever; to the Mot
ropolitan Museum, a portrait of Henry
Clsy accompaniodl by a lock of his hur,
and strands of the bair of George Wash
ington and of Abraham Linecoln.

All the remainder of Miss Stephous’s os
tute is divided among six ladies, Her con-
nechion wath eertain of our earlier maga-
zines in an editorial eapacity brought her
inta contact with many eminent persons io
public and privite life,

Among the dollar a year men at Wash
ington are many well known collectors of
books aml printe, The New York auclions
are ulso reprisented in the person of Gus
tavus T. Kirby of the American Ari Asso
cIATION,

In the Auction Rooms.

The Walpole Galleriea sold  Tues) v
morning and afternoon, July 16, Part 11J.
of the Closson lilrary, 734 lals, consisting
of books relating to history, travel, hiogra
]'h". Iaw ol |‘.ﬂi,4-ru, erime, &. As with
ali the Looks of this library alreaddy sold,
thi= ot was in fin~ cardition and proved
repecanlly attraetive 1o those who are form
ing readers’ bibraries,

Stan. V., Henkels of Philadelphia sold
Tast Wednewlay some nnusanl  Fraskling
Bradford, Keimer and Chattin imprints. ar
|lf-]1'?1'\' liak k'p! l;_t- or fur Gener)

woml, in whieh s 4 clear and in
aceount of Artold’s treason snd Anidey !
capture, trial, and the order for his execu.
tian i ddeath mask of Oliver Cromwell,
with a it ol o

At the Walpale 5

s on Fri

not Tty 26, thime wil' e sold b

: mis, vhing, paiot nes, foruiture, &e.,
eh mev b foand many an

A\l unusual color plate books.

Buried Treasure. -

Tie Svw’s acoount 1=at of 1}
fining of some v i 8 10T
pala of Western explo it led a gentleman
to resnark  that  ther viore  undoeultediy
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many other meh eases of valuable eontribn-

tions Lo the history of the counmtry lying
buried in the archives of organizations, and
if they ever saw the light and were utilized
as their writers intemded it would be en-
tirely by accident.

He recalled that a friend of his had ap-
plied to a historieal body in this ecity for
permission to look over papers that had
been presented some years earlier by his
father. The custodian disclaimed any
knowledge of the existence of the papers
until confronted with correspondence cov-
ering the gift. As the tleman was per-
sistent a search was the missing ma-
terial being found in the basement with
thousands of other packages of a similar
character and of which the society had no
knowiadge.

This gentleman also told the writer that
when the times are more propitions for
such & step ac intends to join with others
in urging upon the United States Govern-
ment the appointment of & commission
whose duty it shall be to visit every soeciety
likely to have valuable manuseripts with a
view to locating them and securing their
publication. The first notion was to appeal
fo 4% tegislatures of the States to take

er in hand; but the uniformity
u vured by action of Congress would
be muech better.

Replies to Questions.

G. D. H, New York—No list such as
you ask for is in existence. In the enumery-
tion of the censues the various businesses
of cities and towns are noted without tak
ing the namex of the individuals who con
duct them. It would only be possible to
make up such 2 list as vou desire by taking
the population sheets, whereon names and
occupntions are piven, aod compiling the
list from them—a mattér which, Tux Sex
ix informed, hus never been undertaken.
In lien of this vou might use the directo
ries of the various eities and towns in the
Publie Library.,

' L., Brooklrn—Your eopy of the Douai
Piine 1s inleresting rather than valuable.
The Urimmins copy, which autedates vours
by two years, reccived its value from the
large number of valuahle drawings and
prints that were added by Augustin Daly,
its first owner, and from the enlargement
of the pages to folia size, by inlaving, anil
the oxpeusive binding that was : =al on the
forty-two volumes, to which sise the = iH)
prints and drawings had estended it.  Mr.
Crimmins paid $£5.244 for the Pilde at the
Daly sale in 1900, gnd it was said 1o have
cost Mr. Daly abous $20,000.
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Aubrey Beardsley

HE faseinating drawing above—{fi-
cinating beeanse of 1ls great deco-

rative beanty—1s only one of the sixty-
four plates which make so immensely nt-
tractive The Art of Aubeey Beardsiey, by

Arthur Symons. We say *by Arthur Sy
mons,” but the book eonsists aboul two
thirds of Beardsley’s drawings and one

third an essay on Beardsley and bis work
by Symons.  The drawing reprodoced
above s called “The Baron's Prayer,” and
15 a good average sample of the pictures in
the book, whirh 1= a volume of the Mod-
crn Library seres,

THE ART OF AUBREY BEARDSLEY. Ry
Artive Svaons, Bomt & Livenight, 60
cents,

F_we New Books_ of __\_-"'erse, and One IC. Good

F five new hooks of verse The ivass
wn the Pavement, by M. E. Dubler
imprisses us as being the only one worihy
of very serous eonsideration.  Those who
know poetry will see at once that it is
the result of beautiful and poctie thought
truly and memorably expressed, partie-
ularly when such poews as The Budders
ar¢ come upon. This more surely thun
uny other smgle poem convinees us of
the distinetion and depth of Miss Buhler's
work. The two closing stanzas are quated ¢
“The deeds we wrought in all the vanislied
years;
The thoughts we bharbored as the mometts
r.{u'i’.
Tiings seen and hcard and wondered at
nnd felr;
Yea, all the Life we hived from day to
llu)’.
Huve fushioned us as we bebold onrsely s
“And =il we grow and chanee, and build
armuin
New lives trom embers of srgotten davs

pussing eome o omore; amd ) oeack
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Tl Iy e gtnid Other Poems of Kath
Liwe Dates 1= the second valy
hier pocins within the last few ye

ns Forntassan

i= vastly more interesting than Farry
Gold, but for each good poem there are
tomy nuny 1"H|f ones o save |[]!‘ i)i'lllk frum
medioerity.  Miss Bates has no diffieulty
i selling her poetry, which may or may
not be saving pood of 1, and she 15 a
regular contributor to some of our best
magarines.  These particular poems are
mostly about the war and show the chanes:
m Amerea’s attitude before and after hee
entrance.  Most haunting ameng  then,
thougl not allustrative of this point, 1s
The Babies of tire fusitamia:

hose rosy, dimpled dorlings cast
So roughly to the sea,

Wondering ther bathtub was so wvast,
Reaching for breast and knee.

“Too innoeent 1o understand
Whiat hate and murder are,

But puzzled thot the dundiing hand
Had let them drop so far.

eswallowime hike milk the bitter foam,
Dismaved 1o miss their breath,

Our Bttle gaesis from heaven went Loine
I thie great aems of death

“Ood pity Gernuny o all
The grieving vears to be

When throngh her eradle songs shall call

Drrownesd halnes from the sea.”
wid!  owirn

as Mpol batlers™ ean come

tle volumes of verse suewest the divine

fire, bt

now amd then ther appeal is
o wistiul as to soften the hardest of
erities What ean one sav 1o a Jrwt
Postlnde™ Bas sach sweet huomlits
flain an Man?
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Home and others by Lilian Leveridge,
One very strange thang about this book,
scarcely concoivable an farel, s that both
the author and the pubiisher have failed
to realize the alarming resemblance (o
Kipling's Mother o' Mine in Mother of
Mine, the lirst verse of which 1s used in
which will serve 1o
show the surprising bkiness. (1t 15 not
necessary to quote Kipling's powa as it
15 so widely known -

the dedication and

“There shines no pearl in the deep, deip
sen,
Mother of mine,
Su fwr, so rare as vour love to me,
Mother, mother of mine™
The Poems and Luries of Goorge Reston
Malloch prove that it is still possible for
an Englishrinn to write of other things
than war. It does not come up to the
stundard winch his contemporaries have
sob either as o volume or in the ease of
nny mdividual poem.
amount of verse m the new form, Lut
we notiee i thes as in most of the recent
hooks of poetry a zoing away from the
new verse whieh lis now beeome almost

ol
THE GREASS IN TH
M. E Bumiex. Jamea T.
$1

There 15 a vertiaim

PAVEMENT Iy
White & (o,

THE RETINULL AND OTHER POEMS.
By Kavnawive Lee Bytes, B P, Dutton
& Co. %100,

RAIN IN MAY, Ey Forsvasuan G,
Thi Four Sess Press, §1.05,

OVEER THE H1L1S OF HOME

AND

OTHER POEME. By Ludss Livesiper.
. P Ihtton & (o &),

POEMS AND LYRIUS, By Geoner Resron
Muaoon., K. P Dutton & Ca,  $2

CASH FOR EQOKS

Highest prices paid for
RO OKS, AUTOGRAPHS.
PRINTS or other Iiterery
prreperties. Cash down; promp:
removal.,
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