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Wa4j. Wont Kind ol Vlclotii Tax
Lechlatlon.

The Ways nnd Meatus Committee
frankly states Its purc.--e In hnvlus

i $.' 80 per cent. blRher corporation
tax on undistributed earnings

than on distributed earnings. Tlnit
purpose is what re suggested the
other day It must be. It seeks to
drive out in dividends virtually nil of

ny company's earnings so that the
Gortrnment can take still other
wtiaek at those earnings, both with
excess profits tnxos nnd then again

. with auper taxes on the Incomes of
'tboae who get the distributed earn-

ings as dividend.
(But a Government tnx tbnt will

thus drive earnings out of :ilnislne8
Jrbere they nre Iniieratlve to itssnfe-'t- y

is the most vicious nnd dangerous
tax that can be deviced. A tnx that
gives surplus earnings the choice

coullsoillon and dlslpat'lon
aBrood, tickets business straight
through to hell.

In behalf of the committee an ex-

ample is given of tlio fairness of tills
penalty tax 18 per cent. on undis-

tributed earnings as It would affect a
corporation earning 10(1 per cent, on
its capital. But tor every corpora-
tion In this country that earns 100
per cent, on its capital there are

,
hundreds,-perhap- s thousands, thut do

t sot earn 20 per' rent., 15 per cent., or
.veri 12 per cent.

Furfhermore, only the densest ig
Dorooce of business soundness nnd
safety could Ignore the horse sense
fact , that, whatever Its capital, any
industrial or commercial enterprise
mnst win or fail on the margin it
Hiakea or loses on the amount of
business it does.

X company capitalized nt $1,000,-00- 0

might do an annual business of
20'4)O0,OOO n year. It muld not

3 safely turn over that volume of bust-Bts- s

at less than ,r per cent. protH.

Yt that five per cent, prollt on the
business done would show earnings
on the stock of 51,000,000 or 100

per cent, on the face value of the
Stock itself. Now the gentleman who
pxplfllns in behalf of the Ways and
Means Committee 'shows how the pro-

posed taxa would still leave the com-

pany SO0,O00 of its $1,000,000 earn-

ings, or 30 per cent, on the capital.
Nevertheless, that earned dividend of
1800,000 on $1,000,000 of capital
Would be exnetly l'j per crnt. profit
on ' $20,0007000 business done. Xo
business could Bknte on such thin Ice

as that, war or. peace, and not crash
through sooner or Inter to n fatal
end.

Any business to he snfe must earn n
Mjfncleot profit onhe business it does
to insure agniiffet the times of stress
tjrhen it cannot get through with any
jircfit nt all. Any business which makes
fplr profits on Its turnover must keep
tome of them unspent and ready to use
when storms burst. There must be
tn ample reserve for expansion, Im-

provements, renewals, &c, or the
Company must nlwuys 1k running to
the money lender for rescue.

For men In Congress not to know
these simple truths famlllnr to any
Intelligent clerk In the counting room
pf a commercial house shows their In-

competency to denl with ony business
Question, much less the crucial ques-
tion of taxation of industry, df com-

merce, of bread and butter. They don't
know enough about business laws and
principles to legislate for business.
They don't- - know enough about any
Vide of business to run n peanut
stand.

"
? The American Troops In Italy.

General M.mich's announcement
that American troops trained in

ronce have arrived in Ttnly confirms
the popular belief that n movement of

..this kind was under way. Hefore the
nrrjvnl Of these forces we had nvla-- .
tors with the Italian tinny, and the
tied Cross has been active In that
Held In caring for the civilian refu- -

C1 tr months.
The appearance of the Americans

(hould have a good effect, for It dem-

onstrates the Intention of the I'nltod
States to make Its power potent on

r every sector of the Hue. After the
Italian defeat Inst niitumn,
lind British troops were sent to ns-jjs- t

General IMaz'h army, and neu-

tral Foch'k appointment as Mipi-eiu-

rommander bail scarcely been an-

nounced before It was miiile known
that Italians were In France. Some

of these troops are engsged In the
present fighting.

One of the greot advantages for-
merly possessed by the Germans was
concentration of authority over nil
the n miles lighting against the En-

tente. The divided comma nil of the
Allies made exact cooperation diffi-

cult. Hut General Font now pos-

sesses authority to dtsiose his troops
ns he deems wise. The success that
lias resulted from his direction of af-

fairs Is conspicuous mid t,

and there Is now nobody who would
shggest for a moment return to the
conditions that existed previous to ills
advancement.

A New View of Don quliote.
Mrs. Thrau: In her recollections of

Dr. Johnson tells us that he knew
cvVry adventure In nlmot every book
you could name and quotes him ni
saying: "A Ins, Madam! how few
b)oks there are of which one can
possibly arrive at the Inst page! Wns
there exer yet anything written by
mere ninn Hint wjshed longer by
Its renders, excepting 'Don (Qulxote,'
'Itoblusou Crusoe' nnd 'The Pilgrim's
Progress'" "After lloiiu's Iliad,"
mills Mrs. Tiihalk, "Dr. Johnson con-

fessed that the work of Okiiv.Xntf.s
.was the grentest In the world, sneak-
ing of 1t, I menu, ,ns n work of

Considering the number of volumes
Hint have been written on the Immor-
tal work of Ckbvanteh In the three
centuries since he died on that memo-
rable 23d of April, 1010, on which
tfiiAKKsi-KAHi- : also died, It would seem
impossible for any one to sny any-
thing new upon that theme.

Hut this seeming Impossibility has--l
been accomplished, apparently, nnd,
very properly, by n Spaniard. In n
recent address by Dou JIauiro de
Maktzu on "Don QuIJote y su Influ-cncl- a

en Kspniln," delivered before
the Anglo-Spnnls- h Society in King's
College. London, Sefior iik Mactzu ex-

plained tbnt It wns his object to con-

sider "Don Quixote" and Its Influence
on Spain from the moral and politi-
cal point of view. In his opinion the
work belonged to the period when
Spain was tired out by exertions the
greatest nny nation ever made, which
he recapitulated according to the
London Time as follows:

"The Moors, after f etruegle of nearly
eight centuries, had been expelled from
the I'enlnauln ; national and rellsioua
unity' had been ijccompllstied ; SpanLah
banners were planted all over Europe;
America had been discovered, conquered
ajirt colonized ; the world had been cir-

cumnavigated by Spaniards ; the Turks
had been Anally defeated at Lepanto.
The practical rcault of these great effort!
was the Impoverishment, exhaustion and
disappointment of the Spanish people.

"The moment was ripe for the warm
reception of his genial Jokes at the ex-

pense of Idealism run mad. The Spanish
people saw In the misfortunes of the
noble hidalgo Its own misfortunes. But
It raised the mood of the moment to the
category of a. universal philosophy. . . .

The decadence of Spain during the
following centuries, the rising of na-

tions with a more matter of fact policy,

made still stronger In the Spanish heart
the conviction that 'one must not be
quixotic' "

To charge the decadence of Spain
upon the head of Cf.uvantes and the
Immortnl kulght of Ln Muuchn will,
we think, be regarded by most stu-
dents of literature nnd history as an
Indictment that will scarcely be al-

lowed to stand. In welcoming Sefior
UK Maetzu utthtt meeting referred
to the chnlrnmn, Mr. Fitsmaubice-K:u.y-,

himself perhaps the highest
living English authority on Spanish
literature, reffrred to the speaker as
"a masterly Journalist with a more
philosophical equipment than is vouch-

safed to most knights of the quill."
And certainly If a Spnnlard of such
qualifications does not understand the
Spanish people nnd their grentest
achievement In letters It would seem
presumptuous for anybody else, ex-

cept perhaps the German critics who
hove appropriated Shakesitabk, to
make the attempt.

Nevertheless we cannot agree in
the first place with the premises .un.on
which Sefior nr. Maetzu liases Ills

broad generalization nnd de-

duction In regard to the Influence of
Ckbvantes'h great story on the deca-

dence of Spain. In the first place,
Cebvantes did not live In nn age
which wns tired out nud In an impov-
erished, exhausted nnd disappointed
country. The greater part of Ills life
was coincident with that of Spain at
the'lielght of Its power nnd Its wealth.
Macatt.ay tells n that there is rea-

son to'belleve that In the season of
the greatest power of Phimp II. his
annual revenue amounted "to a sum
near ten times ns Inrge ns that Eng-

land yielded to Kr.izAnKTH."

Ceiivantes was a contemporary of
Siiakesi'Kahb and the grent nge of
Pim.ii' II., In which he lived the
greater part of his life, corresponded
in many respects to the great Ellr.n-lietha- u

age In England, which in liter-
ature enme to its flower in Siiakf.-speaii- e.

Just ns the age of Philip II.
may lie snld to hnvo come to Its
flower In Ckrvantes'b great book.
One need only refer to the opening
pnges of Macavi.ay's, brilliant review
of Lord Mahon's "History of the
War of the Succession In Spain" to
get n glimpse of the splendor of the
Spanish ago in which Cebvantes
lived. The great wave that had enr-rle- d

Spain, to nn eminence such ns
even France senrcely renched in the
zNilth.of Napoleon's fame had, It Is
true, begun to receae nfter the defeat
of the Armada In July, 15SS, but
while Ceiivantes himself might well
have been tired nnd disappointed In
100.1, when "Don Quixote" appeared,
and thnueh his ndventurniis life wns
lllleil with stirring, sad or heroic Inci-

dents nnd events, we are Inclined
ratlipr to regard him ns a brave souU
cheerfully adventurous to the last not

withstanding personal sorrow that
might linve crushed nn ordinary
man, Certainly we nnd no traces of
these personal disappointments In

what Cabi.yi.f. called "our Joyfullest
modern hook."

Mr. Fitzmaubice-Keix- y has him-
self successfully disposed of the the-
ory .that In the knight of Ln Mancha
and Snnclio I'nnzn, his devoted Squire,
nny nllegory of llfo wns Intended. It
wns not n book with a serious moral
purpose, but wns written, rather, like
the bubbling up and overflowing of n
spirit whlcln appreciated the best in
chivalry, but saw and utilized the
high flown sentimental romances of
his day, of which the "Amadls of
Gaul" may be considered n represen-
tative, lie laughed such romances
awny, and It certainly wns Lime for

'them to depnrt.
AV to Spain's decadence in the cen-

tury following and the reasons for It
we prefer Macaui.ay's view that "all
the causes of the decny of Spain re-

solve themselves into one cause, had
government." nnd n fnllure to keep'
step with the progress of the times.
Had Spain Imd more men like Cer-

vantes In her plnce.s of power she
would not have fallen Into decay. The
mm who lost his left hnnil nt Le-

panto was as heroic In spirit as Don
Quixote, but with n snvlng sense of
humor nnd Intelligence that prevented
him from falling Into the mistakes
nnd delusions the recltnl of which hns
made the renders of three centuries
inugli nnd still retnlns Its power
over renders In the beginning of the
fourth century of the life of Spain's
greatest book.

Our Officers and Men In France.,
The country learned yesterday Gen-

eral I'kbsiiino'h opinion of the men
In his command;'. They are, in his
words, "superb soldiers." What the
men think of their olllcers has been
disclosed In many letters, In which
the Impressions of prlvntes were set
forth frankly, nnd with no expecta-
tion that they would Ive published.
Practically without exception the au-

thors of these letters have exhibited
confidence in nnd affection for their
superiors, .end have recorded the
kindness and consideration shown to
them by those to whom they look for
guidance and Instruction.

Another opinion of the American
Expeditionary Forces Is given In a
letter recently received from nn off-
icer of the Hegtilar Army, a First
Lieutenant who has been engaged in
Important actions. He discussed the
feeling of the company officers for
the field and general officers. Of
the'm this Lieutenant, Informed by
experience, writes:

"In regard to losses we have been
very fortunate, due chiefly to an Intelli-
gent, considerate staff of high officers
who regulate our destinies. ,

"We get no Impossible missions, and
every man's move Is carefully planned
and thoroughly supported.

"We art getting the best men avail-
able as our superiors, and those who are
Incapable are being removed regardless
of connections at home.

"Every possible comfort Is being pro-

vided by the Qovernnierit and the men are
cemented and bappy to fight for a coun-

try that does,so much for them."

Thus we have the declorutlons of
the men in the ranks that their com-

pany officers are competent nnd con-

siderate; the testimony of the com-

pany officers tbnt their superiors are
able and reasonable; and the word
of General Pebshino that the men
be commands nre "superb soldiers."
The gigantic machine we have con-

structed is proving itself n formi-
dable engine of war, and the spirit
shown by the men ln It discloses the
high character of those on whom the
fighting falls.

Particularly Interesting and grati-
fying is the fact that men not up to
their work ore quickly relieved of
duty. These removals mean thot po-

litical considerations ln no way influ-
ence the selection of officers for staff
duty ; that the army Is a democracy
In which ability alone counts. Not
even the great victory thnt hns been
won over the Germans on the Mnrne
Is more gratifying thnn tills fact.

SUm's Offer or Army Aviators.
Prince Yaioyakaba, secretory of

the Siamese Legation at Paris, an-

nounces that more thnn .100 airplane
pilots have been trained In Slam nnd
are now ready for service In France.
Should they be accepted It would lie.
the first time In their history tbe SJa-m:- e

have fought except iu a purely
defensive warfare and on their own
soli. A pecullarpunse of their offer,
too, is thut they, one of the oldest
of Oriental raws, should choose for
their entrance Into the war the most
modern methods of warfare.

That the Siamese, who huvo been
described ns "(he gentlest and kind-
liest people In the1 world," should
have entered the war nt all was one
of the unexpected developments of
the struggle. Prince" Mahiool, a
brother of the King, in giving the
reason for the declaration of hos-
tilities against Germany about a year
ngo, snld that Germany was exercis-
ing the extraterritorial rights which
she had ln Slam with more severity
thnn any other nation, nnd thnt she
Insisted upon making the Siamese
coast a base (or her raiders to prey
upon the Orlentnl commerce of the
Allies. "In the popular mind Ger-
many becume a military giant strid-
ing ruthlessly through the field of
weaker nntlons." A great wave of
sympnthy swept over Slam when
Belgium was devastate and France
Invaded. Prince MaIiidoi, wild :

"President Wilson's message to Con-

gress put In words what the Siamese
had been thinking, and when the mes-

sage became known and understood in
Slam the place of the country In the
war was fixed,"

Slam nt first proposed sending a
body of her troops to Europe. Their

transportation, however, presented a
problem. She then undertook tho
development of the nvlntlqn corps
which she now offers for service.
The men, mostly olllcers In the nnny,
were trained under French nnd Ital-
ian experts, nnd they have complete
quota of airplanes, all of foreign con-

struction. The American ChnrgGd'Af-fulre- s

at Bangkok, who recently re-

turned from Slam, snld thnt the mmi
took naturally to the work and thot
they thus developed Into successful
aviators. Slam's contribution to the
war represents n sincere effort to
tight for the principles for which
Slam entered the struggle.

The Patent Trohlem.
When we urged n revision nnd re-

form of he patent laws of the United
States to prevent the abuses which
have grown up ln their operation we
recognized the difficult nature of the
proposed undertaking nnd the neces-
sity for careful consideration of all
the Interests Involved. Mr. John-
ston, whose letter on this subject
we print in n no I her column Is
not more Interested In the protection
of the rights of owners of legitimate
patents than we nre. nor Is he more
anxious than The Sun to safeguard
the property of men who have made
large Investments on the strength of
the temporary monopolies assured to
them by the Government through the
Patent Office.

But Mr. Johnston himself reveals
n weakness of tho system and n gross
ahum of the power conferred on the
Congress by Ihe Constitution "to

progress of science nnd use-
ful arts by securing for limited times
to authors and Inventors the exclu-
sive right to their respective writ-
ings and discoveries," wUen from Ills
Intimate acquaintance with tho situ-
ation he discloses the fact Hint :

".. . the number of patents
held In German hands at the. present
time which are thought to kee free
from competition vuluable chemical prod-

ucts not made In this country Is a
moving consideration In the suggested
change. Experience, however, proves
that this Is largely a matter of blurt;
there Ls no question that a .very larga
percentage of the chrmicat patents
granted to them j (nt'nlld or oioper-allt'Oirs- s.

and lietlgnetlly no.

"American chemists find that many of
the processes supposedly protected by
patents Issued to foreign Inventors icitt
not produce the results set out in firtr
specification. . . .

"The presumption of validity attach
Ing to a chemical patent at present ls
only slight."

The Italics nre ours.
Certainly a system, which permits

the Issue of patents "Invalid fsr In-

operativeness, and designedly so";
which can be abused by Inventors,
alien or citizen, "supposedly" to .pro
tect processes which "will ni pro-
duce the results set out In their speci-
fications" presents opportunity for
reform of u far reaching and radical
character. This reform The Sun
holds should Include provisions com-

pelling tbe working of the patents In
this country under n plan such ns
that adopted In Englnnd, where
wrongs were remedied without

of the rights of nny .inno-
cent perns.

Four years ago to-d- the Kaiser
began his war aeainst civilization, his
vassal Austria attacking Serbia. To-
day he la reaping the reward of bis
Pf rfldy and baseness, face to face with
the might of right.

It will be observed that the Presi-
dent In his address to the country
against mob rule said nothing against
political lynching.

Tankee soldiers run fast. .Vnrspaper
leadline.

They have to in order not to be dis-
tanced tiy the enemy.

The Y. M. C. A. mnnngers who ac-
cept responsibility for tho posters
pasted on Grant's Tomb defend them-
selves by pointing out that the old
Post Office was used as a billboard In
the Liberty loan campaign. They
should remember, however, that noth-
ing could Injure the looks of that his-
toric structure; Mr. Mullet made It
as ugly as It can possibly be.

Tho Emperor Wiliiei.ii refused to
receive Count von Luxburo on that
gifted diplomat's return to Berlin. Per-
haps the Kaiser was nfraJd of his
bloodthirsty representative.

The food situation between Germany
and Russia hns reached an acute stage,
according to advices received y at
the State Department. There Is not
enough food for both countries and the
question as to who shall get what pro-
visions there sreaJins reached a critical
stage. Despatch from Washington.

Now. we shall see how Germany
loves Russia.

f
In firm union with Germany, with

which we are united In unshaknble
friendship and loyalty and with which
we are about to be more closely united,
It Is now Imperative to enforce a suc-
cessful end to this terrible struggle.
Hnron von Haussarek, the new Aus.
trian Vernier

Wo nre helping to bring the war to
a successful end, hut tho finish may
not please the Baron,

General Persuing sent to King Al-
bert the following message on July 21,
Urn Belgian national holiday:

''The Innumerable sacrifices of the
Belgian people, their admirable courage
and their firm devotion to their coun-
try's Ideals are Inexhaustible sources
of sublime Inspiration to the American
soldiers In the world war against tyr-
anny."

While General Persuing Is in Eu-
rope we need no other diplomat there.
He always says the right thing at
the right time.

Dr. Michaei.es. who was German
Imperial Chancellor for a few min-
utes, warns tho German people that
even n great Indemnity will not save
them from suffering after the war,
and that the billions collected In 1870
did them great injury. The Germun
people need not worry about demoral-
ization resulting from an Indemnity;
there ls not going to ba any for them.

THE PATENT PROBLEM.

A Serious Dlsenislon'ot the Difficul-

ties Involved In Changing ihe Law.
To the Kmtor oe The Bun Sir: 'Re-

cently there appeared In The SUN an
editorial article recommending a. change
In the patent laws by which patentees
who did not "use ' their patents should
forfeit their rights.

Let me pay at the outset that the
proposition Is not n new one ; but at
least twenty times It has been proposed
by various parties. Indeed, so fre-
quently do this and similar more Im-

mature propositions come up Hint the
Patent iw Association In Washington
Is compelled to maintain n committee.
the duly of which Is to nppeur before
the Congressional committees and ad-
vise them of tlife effect which such en-

actments would have upon the law ns a
whole; for It must be understood that
while most members of Congress ate
properly anxious to Improve the law
very few of them have any minute and
paitlculnr acquaintance with Its pro-

visions or with the reasons for them.
Of course such n scheme 'would be

wholly worthless unless It could be uni-
versally applied; nnd It would be so
obviously unfair If applied In a partial
way that that should condemn It. But
there nre 700,000 outstanding patents
to wjilch It tou'd not be applied; for
the Supreme Court of the United States
hns snld (McClurg vs. Klngsland, 1

llotv. S02) thnt nfter the Issue of
letters-paten- t they become property, and
no alteration of the laws can affect the
property right, unless Indeed the lettein-pste-

be appropriated to public use
and pnld fnr

Another underlying mlrconceptlon Is
that pajents nre nil upon specific arti-
cles, each of which is made under o
single patent, and that when one of
these articles Is not made In the paten-
tee any one else should therefoie have
the right to make It. Very seldom Is
this true. It Is common thnt .many
patents' cover the same machine or
article, and the endenr to determine
which of these should be snld to be
forfeited for nn alleged non-us- would
lend to an appalling amount of litiga-
tion of the most complex character,
t need only point out thnt no member
of the "public" could undertake the
necessary pursuit of the desired patent
unless he were fo well fortified with
this world's goods as to fight the
owners to a f?nlli.

Another misconception Is that each
Individual patent Is, substantially, a
gold mine, which Is to be worked by the
owner or taken away from him and
worked by some one else. This Is very
far from the fact. Only about one In
ten of the patents which are Issued Is
extensively Introduced, and while a sub-
stantial number of the others has some
extent of use the number of patents
which are worth any great sum Is
small.

Tho day of the country boy i with the
happy thought has practically passed
away. The bulk of inventions are made
by the engineering staffs of large Institu-
tions, manufacturing companies or the
like, and the Increment of each Invention
Is relatively small ; the great progress
In the economic nrts Is due to the con-
stant hammerings of thousands of minds
making minor Improvements, each of
which In Itself constitutes but a small
part of a complete machine, which may
embrace In Its construction hundreds or
even thousands of patented Inventions.
The expenses of Introduction of any well
exploited Invention are very large. I
have known $300,000 to be paid out

any substantial returns were re-

ceived.
The utter unfairness of permitting

such sn outlay to be appropriated b'
Infringers after the market' becomes es-

tablished, because Improvements render
the first form of an Invention obsolete
or at least not so desirable, ought, I

think, to be apparent, if the original
patentee and his backers have n Isrge
Invested capital upon which Interest and
overhead must be paid before there Is
any profit, they are quite obviously
handicapped in competition with an In-

fringer who can pick up the form of the
device covered by the supposed forfeited
patent with a precise knowledge of
what has been done under It and with
the right to Imitate the most Improved
form on which that patent woud read
with only the ordinary manufacturing
capital to be nccounted for. The

of this cannot be appreciated by
one not familiar with manufacturing and
the merchandising of the output.

It seems to be thought by many per-
sons, and unfortunately this Idea Is even
present In the minds of some legislators
who are surprised to learn that It la i
mistake, that the property of a patentee
In his Issued letters-pate- Is subject to
any whim of the public, or of legislators,
or of the courts, and In some undefined
way dirfers from that of other persons
in their property of different character.
Thnt Is distinctly not the fact. A patent
Is ln no sense charged with a public

, tt Is the same as nny other piece
of private property

The Supreme Court of the United
States has spoken, not once or twice, but
again and nguin, In striking condemna-
tion of that delusion, wh'lch I think
arises largely from the fact that n
patentee obtains a theoretical monopoly.
The economic fallacy of It Is covered by
the thought that1 tho Inventor would
make these Inventions anyway, and If he
doesn't get a patent on them then any-
body ought to be free to use them What
I have said about the cost of introducing
patented artlcl.es or machines ought to
dispose of that idea.

It Is a fact that new Ideas simply can-
not be marketed at nil unless they are
patented, and If they are Incapable of
patent protection no sane investor will
put a dollar Into them. We have had
In our offices Instances of this, where In-

ventors have gone to capitalists with
ideas which are undoubtedly meritorious
and undoubtedly ought to be introduced ;

but upon our rport that they were In-

capable of patent protection, the capital-
ists have refused to proceed further and
the whole thing has been dropped. This
Is a commonplace of the profession; so
fsr from a fact Is it that it ls ad-

vantageous to the public to throw open
an Invention to all users that on Ihe
contrary, where the Improvement Is free
to all because It cannot be protected by
patents, the result ls nlmost nlwas that
the Intention Is not introduced at all
Nor Is this unreasonable, for a man
would be a fool Indeed to Invest his
money and Just as he has the market
made and his exploitation In good shape
have some one else make the thing In
his precise form nnd with apparntus
better than he could afford cut his mar-
ket from under his feet

I will not rpfer at large to the
of the Supreme Court; but In

the Continental Taper Bag rase (210 17.

S. 405) the very contention which ynu
make was advanced by Mr. Albert H,
Walker for the defendants; It was over-
ruled by the tjupreme Court of the United
States, Mr. Walker said that where 'an
Invention was long and unreasonably
withheld from public use the courts
should grant no injunction, hut should
leave the patentee to his remedy In dam-
ages ; in other words, practically forfeit

1

the protection of the patent, as I could
show It you had space. But the Su-
preme Court pointed out that a patentee
had a right to prohibit others from using
the Invention, that vas all that he ob-

tained by his patent, and that whether
he used It himself or not was exclusively
his own concern, something with which
the public had nothing at all to do.
Further, It pointed out what Is often
lost sight ef, that the monopoly of a
patent was for only a short lime, seven-
teen years at most, , I may add that
even with a patented article of great
linuortnnco the monopoly In practice
amounts only to about ten years, where
the utmost diligence la used; it takes
several years to Introduce the article
and light the Infringement suits which
Inevitably arise If the Invention Is a
profitable one. This puts an entirely
different aspect upon the case from what
It would have If the monopoly were aq
Indefinite one, like the right of your es-

teemed Journal to Its title.
The Continental Paper Bag case does

not stand nlono, nnd Indeed the ery
latest decision (May 20. 1918,) of the
Supreme Court of the United States In
the United Shoe Machinery case (Ad-

vanced Opinions No. 14, page S43) af-
firms that case, and says:

"We muat keep In mind the quality of
the right we are conalJerlng and that the
Inventor geta nothing from the law thit
ha did not have before, and that the only
effect of hla patent la tn restrain others
from desllngwlth or uilng Its device,"

Nearly alt manufacturing la carried
on under patent rights nt the present
time. It would put a serious check upon
the march of Improvement If minor
changes In existing structuics could
not be protected by letters-paten- t ; and
a still more dangerous check If the
adoption of nn Improvement threw open
to all Infringers the right to us; the
form of the Invention which was no
longer marketed.

The result of that would be that manu-
facturers having In mind Improved forms
would perfect them nnd hold them out
of use, continuing to put out the specific
form of the Invention first patented until
at least the original patent expired, or
was on the verge of doing so. Sporadic
cases of that practice occur now, but It
Is not frequent. The general tendency
of American manufacturers Is to Im-

prove the product as fast ns possible,
and put out the Improved product also
as fast as possible. But that would be
no longer wise or possible If the change
In the patent law which you advocate
should be brought about. Fuithermore,
It would at once nnd forever close the
door of Inventive opportunity to the
poor man.

I realize, of course, that the number
of patents held In German hands nt the
present time, which are thought tn keep
free from competition valuable chemical
products not made In this country. Is n
moving consideration In the suggested
change. Experience, however, proves
that this Is largely a matter of bluff;
there Is no question that a very large
percentage of the chemical patents
granted to them is Invalid for Inoper-
ativeness, and designedly so.

American chemists find that many of
the processes supposedly protected by
patents Issued to foreign Inventors will
not produce the results eet out in their
epeclflcatlons. It Is unfortunately true
that the Patent Office Is greatly re-

stricted In Its facilities and praxtlcnlly
speaking has no chemical laboratory
whatever. The presumption of validity
attaching to a chemical patent at pres-

ent ls only slight.
If, Instead of making chsnges In the

substantive law of patents, the Congress
could be persuaded to grant adequate
equipment and sufficient Increase of
personnel to the Patent Office to enable
It to test out experimentally Its chemical
and metallurgical specifications to that
the examiners could speak from first
hand knowledge, I do not doubt that a
substantial Improvement ln the present
situation would occur.

The change you advocate seems to me
Jinwlse. The patent law la a very deli-

cate and complex organism, and results
of apparently dealrable statutory chances
in .this as in other branches of the law- -

are often not at all what their propon
ents anticipated: uide direct primaries,
as a horrible example

T. J. Johnston.
New York, July 27.

STREET CAR SCHEDULES.

Plaint of a Patron of the Line of
Long Walts.

To the Editor or The Pun Sir:
What's the matter with the time
schedule of the street railways"

Any morning at the rush hour ou
can stand on Columbus avenue fifteen
minutes watching for a Fouthbound car
and see tired business men tired of
waiting drift toward the elevated road.

As they usually have to take a cross,
town car down town to reach their of-

fices, the company gets them twice
thus exceeding Mr Shonts's hoped for
seven cent fare Jiy three rents. At
4 .30 to 5 o'clock one of the busiest
hours you can stand ten to fifteen
minutes any day waiting for a north-
bound Columbus or Amsterdam axenue
car at Fourteenth street. You can wait
even longer for them In Times Square
at It o'clock or 1 30 o clock

Last night about S o'clock there was
not a car visible In either direction
from Seventy-secon- d street and Colum-

bus avenue. After ten minutes a
northbound car came. Jammed to the
doors with patient men and women
Fifteen mlnu'e later came another
equally packed.

If Mr. Shouts would give the public
belter service there might not be so
much objection to his proposal to ad-

vance tne fare It used to be said that
nobody In New York need hurry to
catch a car, for they ran on a headway
of forty-fiv- e seconds on Broadway.
What's the headway now? Why not
clock the cars and see just how bad
the service Is. It Isn't worse In an
town, of 10,000 Inhabitants In this coun-
try. Dxlat

New York, July 27.

FREE DRILLS.

Fine Chance for Draft Men tn Go to
Military School.

To the EniTOR or The Sun Air: The
Twelfth Regiment, New York Guard, Is
offering free Instruction in their futute
military duties to men In the draft,
without any obligation or requirement
of enlistment in the guard, tn order to
enable them more readily to qualify as

officers when called
to the colors.

Application may be made any evening
from 8 o'clock to 10, excepting Satur.
days and Sundays, at the Twelfth Regi-
ment Armory, Columbus avenue and
Sixty-secon- d street.

Men are requested to bring with them
their regUtration cards.

Colonel A R. Winthrop,
New York, July 27.

Absent.
To the nniTon or The Sun Sir; Vhere

vas der Kalfcer'a Gott? J, W. McUee.
New York, July 27.

IMPORTANCE OFAUSTRIA TO THE PAN-GERMA-
N

SCHEME OF CONQUEST.

War on Serbia Was Germany's Plan

Control of the Key to

.. iliehatlovitth, Ulnltler

The commencement of the world
war had as Its apparent cause the
death of a prince. The real causes
are, however, much greater, and they
have gradually been coming to light
during the struggle. In Her great
plan for the domination of the. world
Germany bad for her principal ally
Austria-Hungar- Aided by that Um-
pire nnd across Its territory? Ger-
many' Influence was to have spread
over the Balkans nnd the Ottoman
Kmplre, right up to the Persian Gulf,
The existence and the recnforclng of
Austrln-Hungm-- y wan essential for the
realization of this plan.

But tha plan was menaced by u
number of dangers, dangers which
even threatened tbe very existence of
the Dual Monarchy, There was, ln
the first place, the development nnd
progress of Serbia, which, especially
ufter the1 Balkan war, on account, on
the one hand, of identity of race, nnd
on the other, Its very democratic con-

stitution, beenme n point of attraction
for nil the Jugoslavs,

Tho second und parallel dnnger wns
the evergrowlnn resistance of the
Jugoslavs (Serbs. Croats nnd Slo-

venes) to the Austro-Hungnrla- n re-

gime, by which ten millions of German
spenklng Austrlnns nnd nine million
Magyars attempted to crush In the
most nrutui tasnion tne aspirations ui
'30,000,000 Slnvs. Finally there wns the
powerful nntional organisation of the
Czecho-Slova- k people, which hnd al-

ways awaited n favorable occasion to
settle its accounts with the Hupsburgs
nnd their supporters.

The proofs of this menace to the(
existence of the Austro-Hungnrla- n

scheme nre furnished by the revolu-
tionary Incidents which occurred with
ever Increasing frequency before the
war among the oppressed nationalities
of the Austro-Hungarla- n Kmplre nnd
which the Government won only nble
to suppress with the greatest difficulty
and by making use of the most reac-
tionary methods. The war wits to save
Austria-Hungar- y by delivering the
various nationalities completely Into
the hands of Austro-Oerma- n militar-
ism ond crushing them. This nlm hns
for the time being been realized.

An Independent Serbia, carrying out
a national, 1. e., nn n pol-

icy, was thus a barrier against the
expansion of Germany toward the
east To save Austria .and open the
route to the east, Germany had but
one means War.

The present war did not begin by
chance between Austria-Hungar- y nnd
Serbia, but because the Hapsourg em-

pire was Indispensable to and Serbia
a danger for German policy. The
26th .of July, 1914, the day of the dec-
laration of war on Serbia by Austria-Hungar- y,

Is the day on which two
principles entered on a bloody strug-
gle, the principle of brutal domination
against tho principle of liberty nnd

For Germany the maintenance of
Austria-Hungar- y Is of capital Impor-
tance; it Is, In fact, the chief aim of the
present struggle. Whatever may be
the conditions of peace, If after this
war Austria-Hungar- y still continues
to exist Germany will always have a
free field and a route open for her ex-
pansion toward the east, nnd this for
the reason thnt Austria-Hungar- by
the force of things, can only maintain
herself with the support of Germany,
ilnd for that reason must enrrv on n

policy, which Is besides
quite In the traditions of that Teu-
tonic dynasty, the Hapsburg mon-
archy.

By the dissolution of the. Austro- -

Hungarian Kmplre (which Is to the
of

will If should
degree

route.

Ism, which constituted by Austria-Hungar-

will be broken.
this reason Germany will

always ready make every pos-

sible concession If she can orjU' keep
Austria-Hungar- y When,
toward the end 1915, military

it Qarhln nn a Wlrnn , I. awv.u.re ro uiunvn, 1 ..II- -
Germanic scheme Hamburg-Berli- n

realized. The chain formed

SAYING, FOCH.

A New Guide to s Strange Pronun-
ciation of Hero's Name.

To the EniTOR or The Sun Sir. The
Scn Is right In saying that Voch
rhmes with Boche, as the

may be In doubt, I offer
the following verselet as an aid to the
memory and a guide to the pronuncia-
tion :

Itu.h
Tha Boche, ,

fiaya Foch'
While on the subject of pionuncla-tlon- ,

permit me to enter nn objection
to Dr. N. Roussel's denunciation of
the accent on the words "posltlve'ly"
and "evldent'ly." It all depends upon
circumstances. In the broad lexicon of
humans, there are many nuances which
no or custom may
contiol. For Instance, In the following
sentence. "Now, boys, this Is
the round," the real emphasis de-

pends upon syllable of the ad-
verb the accent Is There was
good reason the Interrogative head-
line, "Absolutely:" I., c, 'Gl en N. J July 27.

A Tip From tha Trenehe for Drafted Men.
From a loUler's letter in the Army and .Vm v

. Hegitter.
fany of the drafted men Jirrlv-- here

with oiid Ideas of tha country If jpu
know any one coming over here tell them
not to carry a pound of ban-ar- e exrpt
abaolute neceaMtlta. Uncle Sam la a a

outfitter, but will find the
thinra of real help here: An Il-

luminated wrlat watch, h good fountain
pen, two pais of writing paper, a compan.
a bottle of tlnctura of larktpur, plenty of

and locks, ind hs much
candy and tobacco aa they think they
need, trench ateel la ponr, tn e. few
oen blades for raiora; alui an

extr aupply of and a New
Teetarrlent Ynu may acoff at the 'atter,
but ten minutes of shrapnel fire will con.
vert the hardleat atheist.

And I lay here that the man who
Invents reotle proof underwear for itol.lier
enn eully win the unanimous vnt nf the
army nt the next electlin

lamentation From an Sanctum.
From M Port llyrnn Chranulf

Any peraon ilel with the public
seta very tlr.J of Ufa now then,

to Subjugate South Slavs and to Gain

Dominion ln the East.

from Serbia to fie Vrtlti Stttt:
by the alliance between Germany,
Austria-Hungar- Bulgaria and Tur-
key will not bo broken eitfctt pv a
simple reconstruction of Serbia nor by
according political liberties to the op.
pressed .nations of Austrla-Hungar- v

This dangerous chain can only he
broken by tho dismemberment nt
Austria-Hungar- y nnd by the cstah-llshmc-

of tho free States of the
Czecho-SIovnk- s, the Poles and the

This Is the only wuv to
assure tho future peace of tho world
and tho scheme

But to reach this penre we must
first win the In this regard the
question of Austria-Hungar- y Is of still
greater Importance for the Allies. The
military nnd moral power of the Ten-tr-

Umpires consists precisely in their
central geographical position, nhn--
permits them to concentrate their
forces and nt nny moment at any place
In this Ilea the chief cause of their
success up to the present time. But
this Is also their weak sldje, for their
defeat Is Inevitable if this "bio.-- "

should one day be broken, and thin
"bloc." can be broken If lta wenk point
can be found'. This wenk point
Austria-Hungar-

The movement of theCzfcho-SIovak- s

nnd especially that of the Jugoslavs,
movements which had begun to de-

velop even before tho war, nre v

the only ones which can bring deflnlta
victory to the Allies. The national
feeling of these people has been tn
toused that the wholi political system
nnd military force of Austrla-Hununr- v

have been shaken. The best proof of
Ahls Is the events which are taking
rflace on the Italian front. Since the
disappearance of Russia as a military
force and ns nn enemy of tho Cen-

tral Powers. Austria-Hunga- ry has at
her disposal all her troops
on the eastern front, fiho has trans-
ported them to the Italian front and
with the double aim of cooperating
with the present German offensive
on the western front and Improving
her Internal situation threatened by
complete demoralization has under-
taken this unfortunate offensive, of
which the failure has been apparent
from the first day nnd which will fin-

ish in a complete debacle if the Allies
make use on the Italian front-o-f their
most powerful ally ln their
against Germany and for tho end of
the It means the utilization fit
the revolutionary movement of fhe
oppressed nationalities of Austria--'
Hungary.

The 2Sth of July, 1M4, the flrstflsy
of the world war, Serbia was forced
to accept the war Imposed upon her
by Austria-Hungar- During- four
yearn she made the maximum of ef-

fort, she sacrificed all that a people
can sacrifice In the defence of th
principles for which all the Allien
combnt, believing firmly In the final
victory.

Th'e Slav element In Austria-Hungar-

In spite of all the military sue-ce-

of the Central Powers on the
theatres of wnr, also believes
in tljp definite victory of th

principles proclaimed bv the Allies a.
Indispensable for a durable peace fl it
not only thnt, the Slav element nper'y
and with no uncertain voice dem.inls
Its liberty. The struggle of the Ju-
goslavs nnd the Czecho-Slova- k

against their rulers has begun openly.
If the Allies do openly and

espouse their cause, this move-
ment will either be crushed by f, rre
or the Central Powers will be retly
to make concessions and to anept i
compromise with tha Slavs. In :h

capes this would be detrimental to the
Allies. The Allies should realize ths

The collapse of Russia has bee' .if
enormous advantage to Germain- .iM
the of Austria-Hunr- a --
which has begun, will hrlng to

either her defeat or her .. '
This depends solely on the poll,- - f

view union the Allies and tho I ' ' I...... ,,, .. , ...OIHU'M Will 106 Up, On tlliS dCC' 1
depends the conclusion of the war a- -i

I the future peaco of the

THE ANTS.
An Kxperlenco In Paris Hefore the

FAneo-Prussla- n Wnr.
To Tim Editor or The Scn ' A

"Spanish War Veteran's" experien. a

related In The Sun of July n s
vn earlier experience of my own v

"knee high to a grasshopper," I -- 1

and Itched, not from mosquito bit. r
from the blt'os of tho mahogany t
God bless the Duke of Argyll f. i

name but from the bite of t1
Shortly before the Franco-Prussi- n

my people lived In Paris, ai
there suffered from nn epldeml- - '
tatlon not unlike thnt which strip-Yor-

about eight years ago.
had been newly broken for buii.l --

the street In which lived l ui
built up, graded and sewered e
fore, hut Just because
Just because everybody IHIrg
neighborhood Itched, evcrybodv
plained at the .Malrle, which, f .r
who don't know, s the City JU'i
Incumbent of the office of Mayo- -

district set the secret service t.i '

the of the scuuigo and in i

days we were Informed that t'
sance would he abated. Tin- - si- -

vice had discovered that a certi. .

who had deyoted years of
broedlng of ants for the sake f
eggs, which were used for nt i

game birds, had been ordered tn r'her emporium to a less pnpuU'. 1

trlct
She was very much uvs't '

charged with maintaining a nu -- n
"How can any one complain t

little Insects?" she asked In Inch
eon. "Why, I live In the mldt ' '

and they don't harm me " B it
tn move her antlarchy we-

her It should be stated, howe- ' '
notwithstanding the fact th.u " hid
trained the formields to do all i d '
stunts did so while enn eel in a
suit of huff. Ph. m'-ta- x

New YonK, July 27.

Nnmtiypumliy l)n,ia In ArUnnn'.
rieoeiy cirrrtpnuifrrr jtrL-i- t h rente

The here lat Sjt'.'ta. n '

am t ess We hii goon pHk
good music, plenty of gooJ dinner
no fighting.

Interest of the majority the peoples dancer of the German solution of tho
composing It), all reason for leaning situation and take a resolute dc-n- . p.
on Germany Hlsnppenr and In this for the Central Powers s'i"-wa- y

the route toward the east will cced, even only to a certain i
be closed to Germany; not only the arriving at a solution of the prr-e- t
Hamburg-Bagda- d route but also the movement in Austrla-Hungar- tha
Hamburg-Vladivosto- k In other war may bo regarded as ended to tk
words, the backbone of n- profit of Germany

Is
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