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The Tale of an Auctioneer
A Treatise on Bookworms
What the Dealers Are Doing

6] SUPPOSE every one connected with the
nale of old books has at some time &
desire to enter the auction field,”’ sail one
man recestly. *‘l had am sttack of this
kitd some years back and gratificd the pro-
pensity to the utter extinetion of the few
hundred dollars I then bad, along with a
pumber of thousands I had succeeded :n
getting others to invest with me In the se-
ductive gume.
¢ It seemed so casy, so simple, to gather
in collections of books and sell them; it
required so little eapital to pet other poo-
ple’s property and sell om & commission
basis. Of course, I must issue catalogues of
my sales, do some mdvertising, pay out
pomething for printing, supplies and post-
age; but as nearly all of this could be
ckﬁcl up against the consignments, I
wo be nothing out of pocket, my commis-
sions being all velvet. i

He Hires an “Expert.”

“*With such ideas 1 opened up my doors
for material and soon had quite & good lot
with which to begin. As I bhad made no
provision up to that time for the services of
& competant cataloguer I was faced with the
necessity for a person skilled in the work.
Inquiry soon dJeveloped that these were
Jogrion, and after listening to tales of how
expert they all were, how books of little
value had been made to fetch enormous
prices by skilful handling, 1 settled down on
one individusl as the one for my mouey and

- work.

‘As I bad little kvowledge of this im
portant puart of the businoss I left to this
mun the production of that first catalogue.
I presume no eatalogue ever issued by an
auction house was ever Jess caleulated to 1o-
spire either confidence or respect. It was
absolutely hideous and se filled with errors
of ignorance and typography ms to be a
langhing stock among those who kuew what
it shonld have beem.

Rehearsing the Sale.

“*As the day of sale approached I pro-
eoxded to hreak in one of my offiee forrve
as an auctioneer, Night after night for
iwo weeks rebearsals were held, the men
the plsee representing the crowd of eager
bilders. The clerk who acted as salesman
was very nersous, and the bova proceeded
to make it interesting for him by shouting

‘Louder]’ *Not so loud!’ “Faster!' &e.
There were 325 lots in the first session,

apd if the auctioneer preserved the same
speed at the actual sale as at rehearsals
he eould probably finish in about four hours.

““On the day of sale oniy a few oum
bers had boen Jisposad of when one of those
kindly sparits who are always ghout pointed
out a wefal misdescription in the eatalogue
of the item then being offerwd, and there
was pandemonivm in & few moments. Such
friends a8 had assembled to see me inaugu
rate my auction career attempled to stem
the flood of eatealls and controversy  with
out avail. Explanation that the crror was
maude by the printer did not mollify the
objector, who contendw] that only the man
who prepared the cutalogue and read the
proof could be responsible,

Graft.

Al things end somewhere some time.
The audience began o clamor, * 'rocesd
with the sale!” Iu three hours aud forty
minutes the scssion was endel. The sale
wis & success in respect of prices, but some
great bargaina slipped through becuuse my
cataloguer bad covered up by mmbipuities
and errors notable festures of cortum book<
Soume time after | discovered that this ex
pert was working with an accompliee who
krew just what to bid on, having had in
formation in advauee of the sale, roabling
him to et same of the best things at prices
so tidiculous that it was common talk among
persons who knew books that my sales jooked
erookwl. 1 learned later that the eataloguer
hed put valuable books in large bundlgs
wiich =old for very low priees, and whien
the arcomplice bhought

““All my troubles were not in the selling
end. My bookkeeping departiient Lad o
three mouths so succcssfully ballisd up the
books that T was eompelled to eall in the
services of an expert arcountant After
tvo mooths hard work be finally struck a
balunce which showed the cowecrn in Jdebt
for o considernble amoont. Sales had Leen
held onee a woek, pood prices had heen
earning< were ample, and wet, in
fzee of all thes envonraginge foctors, ruin
wias impending,  Consigunments that shoubld
bhave been properly catalogued in a week or
leas were on the tleor a month before a
cotalogue was ready for the printer, my
salury list heing thas expanded and made
more than douhie what it should have heen.
1 found my bookkevper was 1n cahoots with
my printer and got a rakeof on catalogues,
o that what I should have h atwint
$1.25 n page was costing me ne

i A eleaning out of the gn
been making ducks and drakes of my
ness, with a senieas of fine sales, saves
day for the time, but just about the time
1 felt myself more seeure panicky conditions
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made their appearanee in the business world.
They marked my exodus from an enterprise
of a kind I hope never to be associated with
again."’

Osler on Bookworms.

Amid the other actisities of a busy life
Sir William Osler found time to make an
investigation of the ravages of the book-
worm, upon which he wrote a1 monograph
with colored illustrations, taken from a live
:s::imﬂl he found im Vol. £ of Hutone

ge de la dermiere persecution de Port
RBoyal, which had been sent to him Ly a
Paris bookseller.

In the monograph Dr. Osler tells of the
different varieties as they are found in
various countrics. Usually these small pests
are found only io old books—that ia, bhooks
printed before 1810, but the writer has seen
books printed within the last fifty years that
showed the curious burrowings of the worm.

We Help Make $28.

Here is & story with a moral: Rooks and
the Book World published July 14 an ae-
count of bow a Fourth avenve bookseller
bhad bought eertain first editions that were
very rare, sod how, withoot recognizing
their value, he had sold them at ridienlous
prices. H. 8. Nichols, who had read the
article, took a look through his Thirty third
strect store and discovered a copy of On the
Trail of Btevenson, which be had marked to
sell at §2. He st once marked the book up
to $10, and it was sold before the close of
the day at the advanced priee.

Since its organization in 1884 the Grolier
Club of this city has poblished seventy-six
exhibition catalogues that are exceptionally
good works of bibliography. Often these
have been the re=ult of the labors of com
mittees of the elub, whose members have
given the closest study to what they hal in
hand in order that the product should be
authoritative. Ax most of the eatalogues
have come from the De Viane ress the
typography is of the finest.

An extraordinarily fine copy of Oliver
Goldsmith 'a She Stoups to Conqgquer, first edi
tion, way recently discoverad in & bound vol-
ume of pamphlets at the Public Library.

Personal Notes.

Charles Everitt of the Cadmus Book Shap
leaves today for the bass fishing in Maine
and will be gone a month, he says,

The Radical Book Shop has begun bys
ness in Chicago, to deal in the
books its name amplies,

An out of town gentleman is sosrehing
the hook shops for illustrations from De
Bry,

John Howell of San Franciseo is again in
town looking up California material

sort of

Catalogues Received.

From R. ©" MarMahon, 758 West Fifty
fifth strowt, New York, a catalogue of vory
unnsual books, 17107 jtemas, together with
his spweinl list of Mr. MacMahon sju
cializes in books thal other dealers pay little
or uop attention to,  Hia large
among the learved societies sl universities
indieates the character of his stock,

chienfele

In the Auction Room.

At the Walpole Galleries, July 26, there
was soll a five colleetion of books on art,
china, furniture, painting, &&, 317 items.
Notwithstanding the warm duy the atten
davee was good, prices ruling well up.  Mr.
Turnbull is to be congratulated upon kenp
ing the season open and has demonsteated
that hooks will sell now as well as o the
fall and winter if they are desirable books,

A very interesting gale held  at
Rnth--i.:.- *s« 1n Londan, July 2225, in which
were & large number of letters of Shelles to
his father. There had bewen cantroversy
betwoen them regarding the disposition of
entailad property, and Bhelley ased langunge
to his father that was searcely beromung in
a son. These letters were recently diseov
oredd i the files of the famuly solicitors
Bome tnteresting sl valuadde Ttters abwut
the early life of Burns woere also syld.,

A Coming Sale.

At the Walpole Galleriss, Thursday after
uoon, August 8, there are o be <oll Amerni
cann and books on the Tndians, peoealogy,
eoing and medals. nssoriation books, New
Yorkiana, autographs, &, 332 lats.  Manv
achree items are an this sale.  Denlers
be espocially interestod 10 the eatalogue,

will

Replies to Questions.

Miss V. B, Peeckskili, N, ¥ — The Uliter
Counly Gaselle, of which vou say von have
4 copy, is quite likely o faesimule. I such

a paper really ever had an existencs no copy
of such an oripginal
the writer. There huve Loen numeronus issuscs
of such a sheet and wany persons who e
found themselves in M
those have felt positive that of was a genuine
«-'iﬂinal izsue; but upon comparison of the
paper upon which it was printed with pajer
made in that perwo.d ot was demonstrated that
the Gazelfc was pri on pujeer
nuny years ufter the dute it bore, and was,
therefore, a frand. But even if the paper
Jdid exist, aund the wondoulstedily
grnuine, ita valne would be searecly more
than a doliar. M lets of that time
that give details of
buri
but fittle more than that price.  Omnly
examination would w et ey
cony was ouv of the [acsimiles,
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“The E-_Bpat ‘i{_unters”

B
CONNOLLY
Author of
" THE U-BOAT

i X

HIS part of Books amd the Book

World lns never :\yn:p;ulnar:d with
Col. Roosevelt’s enthusiasm for the fietion
of James BB, Connolly. By personal ex
perience  Connolly  knows the sen and
several Kinds of seafaring hife as well as
Conrad or (implyving no bracketing, ol
course) the late Muorgan Robertson,
Poor Robe e, by

prodigious tail, bevame a dependable yarn

Conrad 15 a sevr.

spunning  erull=man sud, @ tunes when
bhe wasn't Jules Vernemg i, somethinge
of an artist.  Now Connolly 1s personally
too normal to be a seer aml he 15 oo
honest and genune to make lumsell’ at
home 1 art.  Here, for all lus riches ol
malenal, mere visitors to the hike
Kipling or even Jack London (London
dilettante
polly’s best to preess with their worst
When he s telling n short story he serews
up s natural museular style to a bad
mannensm and ins wemornes suffer from
eramps of the romanties.

But send hin hanting U-boats aath the
Ameniean distroyers and let lum simply
report b, leaving art (o take eare of her-
«olf,
lad Jum Connolly 15 the boy!
could touch lim.
beels over head and is wnstantly part of
the pume; s wrnting fixes part of the
game, too. He has collected lus artieles,
touching them up a hittle, in a ook ealled
The U-Buat Hunters, which only
gives the best idea to date of the wvital
and adventurons ruline of transport con
voy and the pumnng of the Lt
promises o hold at< proviuee, whalever
deluge ot PEmInScenees  may
pour out of the rrisses afler prciee.

Slapping down the pieture as he tinds
it, without maeh more time to delibernts
than 15 given o peporters for  dmly
papers, and with a first elass reporter's
and  homely  elanty, e
oflin “lLiterature” that  eould
not be improved,  Going over he sights
the Freneh eonst a moment before an at
tarck I'a_\ the U bosts: “It was a dreamn aof
a dav, the sea hke n green-tinted mirror,
the sky blue as pant and the softest
of air floating off the land
And the animated aveonst

]

wns a sailorman) beat Con

and—there  thns  carly sddle-mred
No artist

He poes into thaners

s,

lewsurely

condensalim

achieviss

little breath
towanl ws”
'.I l!:"
clargping, the wicked destrovers

wneld

kntiing

fight, transports banging
handaly 1in and ont, the wakes of ladden
submarnned appedring and disappeaning,
the hurry of the soldiers to the lifchoat
statwms, the jar of the explecon of a
depthl bomb et ox
vepl praise

So is mosl of the book.

1= upen Lo no com

Four pames
that tell bow the passing funeral of a
child hushed the feverish streets of the
French port are elassie in a kind of writ-
g i..rr.;]') dear o ths 7:-\;1):11;--.*'..

Certainly the reader will not
forget them.

The publishers nghtly believe that the
mere titles of the chapters suggest what s
in store as well as ean be done i small
The chapters make good on the

tracdation

e,
titles.  Here they are: Navy Ships, Navy
Men, Seeing Them Across, The I Boats
Appear, Crovang the Channel, The ('en-
Ome They Ihdn't Get, The Doctor
Takex f'»h.lf_qr'. The M3 Ntays f'ja_ The
Cargo Boais, Klotdia Humor— At Sea,
Flotilla Humor — Ashore, The [Unguench-
abile Destroyer Boys, The Marines Have
lasded, The Narvy as a Career, The Sea
Babuvs,

If the best chupter had to be cliosen

SOTN,

verdiet might be gwven for The Doclor
lakes € harge, wlich recounts the expoeri-

enee of a Freem voung Sonthern surpmon
with a Teart mself
l‘iill[\lh;: naval officer on a shell ‘!ill]i;l‘_:\"ll
merehant ship that had lost her convoy
by maght. It has any fietion of Connolly’s
lashedd to the east; and as mueh conld be
satd ol most Hetwon by other writers

who founl

it

Going ot with our destrovers, in spile
wf the t].-:l;n;-ru\:ﬂ of hoth English and

Amencan  Admirals, Connolly had  and
made for himsell a wonderful Oppor-
tumity. He did mare; he ruse to it —and

The T"-Boat Hunters (capitally bound,
printed sund illustrated, by the wav) is a
war book for 'Ihq'lﬂ‘lﬁ!‘-! recommniendas
tion.

THE U-BOAT HUNTERS,
Consorny. Charles Scribiner s Sons

By Jasmes Th
$1.50.

A diplomatie  despateh  reevived  in
Washington the other day stated that Ger-
man demorcrats in Switzerland were elated
over the esesipe from Berlin of Prof. (1. I,
Nicolai in un airplsne, whieh took him to
Copenhagen. The German authorities be-
heve or wish it to e believed that the es-
eape was made possible throngh the eon-
nivaner of & French engineer, who s sad
to have Been found working under a false
name in a macline factory at Danmg,
Prof. Nicolai's book, The Bwology of War,
will he published 1n a translation by the
Century Company.

Tue SOCIAL LETTER

By ELIZABETH MYERS

e ook to Tretaor Writing for
wowial ooradon
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THE MAN WHO KILLED

fiy ¢ igude Porrere
Crowned by the Precch Academy
Stoey of & remarkabde incident in the Tife
of u Fretch Milicary Mitache o Clonsbya
oo
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