
SENATORS ACCLAIM

WILSON'S REFUSAL

Oraiificd ly Peremptory Tono
of the White Honse

Statement.

THEIR STAND UNANIMOUS

Even Mc.vcr London Condemns

Austrian Proposal and Galls

for Full Repentance.

ipreial Despatch to The Sck.
Washington, Sept 16. President

Wilson's prompt refusal to participate
la the suggested peace con-

ference which the Austro-Hungarl-

Government proposed met with unqualif-
ied approval In Congressional circles.

Condemnation of the Austro-IIuv-firl-

proposal was unanimous In tlie
).nte and House y. Not even the
jiembera of the two houses who In pre-
vious time have figured In the. groupings
cf the les enthusiastic supporters of the
mar were willing to treat with Austria
row and under the circumstances and
conditions suggested in the Vienna note.

The sentiment In the Senate, regardl-
ess of party divisions or pre-w- ar posi-
tions. Is against peace talk. It Is felt
lr all the leaders that the very fact that
the problem of peacemaking has been
broached by the Centra Towers through
the subservient member of the group la
enough In Itself to arouse suspicion. It
1 also pointed out that the only pos-
sible purpose at this time Is the creat-
ion of schisms among the Entente Al-li- ei

through forcing admissions which
wherever variant In tenor might pro-
vide opportunity for dissensions.

'The President's stand suits mo lv

" (.aid Senator Borah (Idaho) to-
night. "There could be no possibility
r.f an Informal conference until Ger-
many herself nnd not the cat's paw
Austria distinctly states that she Is
ready for peace and Is prepared to sur-jnd- er

all the territory, east and west,
that she has overrun."

Wants Teuton Surrender First.
Fenator Borah Is a Republican and
member of the Foreign Relations

Committee. Senator Pomercne, mem-
ber of the same committee, coincided

lth his colleague.
The President's position Is exactly.

...j i " ' v. umo ouuiiun, imiiu sena-
tor Pomerene. "Let the Teuton sur-lend-

then we will talk peace. It Is
strange time to ask peace when Ger-

many Is taking prisoner
lrom France and Belgium and laying
ate the orchards and fields and vine-

yards of the country they have' over-
run."

A peace to-d- would mean the ac-
complishment of Germany's barbarities
fcr.d atrocities as a precedent for future

ars." said Senator Frellnghuysen (N.
J) adding:

"I want to tee Germany Invaded, and
fo- - every French or Belgian city

I hope to see a Teutonic city
levelled to the ground."

Senator Brandegee (Conn.) said:
"We are fighting against the military

lutocracy of Germany, and we have not
"on until that military autocracy has
teen demolished or collapsed from

ithin. We cannot discuss terms along
tee lines suggested by Austria,"

Chamberlain (Ore.), chair-ir- a-

of the Military Affairs Committee
and supporter of every war move made
by 'he American Government from the
J.a ' of the movement toward a clash
ion to the present moment, said:

The hour is not ripe for peace dlscus-Peac- e
should be made only after

'or '

Mrjrr London Denounces Plen,
In he House of Representatives the

leiders of all parties vied with one an- -
tier in expressing gratification at the

I'rts dent's prompt action. There was
o oicc of dissent. Even Meyer Lon-i- v

the Socialist (N. Y.), and Baer,
League (,? D.), were as

tamest In their proclamations of dlasent
the Austrian proposal as either the

nj)ublic.in3 or the Democrats. Some
Jtnmons were:

Representative Glllett (Mass) "Aus-'i- a

's only a tool and we cannot deal
lth her until a serious proposition is

md by Germany. We cannot believe
at Germany is In earnest until she has' 'y restored and indemnified Belgium."
Representative Kahn (Cal.) "The
tftnan feeler will not fool any one and

e should reply by increasing the speed
our preparations for a fight to the

ish"
Representative London (X. Y an
oed pacifist, who opposed the war in

tieirtnnins) "I would not deal with
nnny at all until Germany announces

eadtness to evacuate every piece of
"i itory phc has taken during the war.

ouid not talk peace with Germany
uiinuuiii.es ner reauiness

'ear up the Infamous Brest-Lltovs- k

PEACE LEAGUE WITH WILSON.

Pre.Mriit's Ilrfuanl to Accept Ane-trl- u'

I'roiional Applauded.
Th President's message rejecting the

A proposal for a peace conference
R fired hy William Howard Taft
J tie waa preparing to preside at n
rowing of tho executive committee of
II' '.raguB to Enforce Peace at the Mc-- A

o Hotel last night.
Vf'tr the President's message was

r ad and applauded vigorously, the foll-
ow ,ng Hatenient was Issued: "The
I asue to Knforce Peace rejoices In the
i 'u al of the President to accept the ln-- v

'a ion of the German and Austrian
oNernments to a secret conference as

! peare The league is pledged to a
I" oy victory as the only peace which

achieve the objects of the war In
- destruction of German militarism
4 in .rcatlon of a league of free na- -
n to enforce a permanent peace. To

i part In a conference with an uncon-ii'iere- d

Germany Is to confess a failure
' ou purpose."

No conference of any sort can supply
- ir-- for a victory," Mr. Taft eaid

iff the meeting. "Therefore the
"Ufseition for a conference la something
u"er y contrary to our policy. It is a

'm wo are fighting nnd nothing short
,f he destruction of that system will

'"f us"

REICHSTAG LEADERS CONFER.

II rt llritc Presided at Sleeting;
l.nstlnu; Tvi and n Halt Hours.
'MSTuruMM, Sept 16. An Important
ffienti- - of leaders of the majority

"' ' In the Itelchstag was held on
- '"lay with reference to the Austrian

note, telegrams from Berlin

cording to some of the reports,.
" on Hertllng, the Imperial Chan-lo- r

presided at the conference, which
"' two hours and a half. Admiral

Hlntze, the Forelun Secretary, and
'err Wairaf, the Minister of the

are also reported to have been
f"'ent it was said the deliberations

iiiiM he continued
Tho note In which Austria-Hungar- y

the belligerents to a conference
'" discussion, of the possibilities of
Jtace was despatched by Ilaron Burlan,
"r Austro.iiungarlan Foreign Minister,

Hi the. mi1 nf PmwMr r?harla lhA
Tfiogne Volkt Ztitung declares.
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CROWDER PREPARES

FOR BIGGEST TASK

Serial Numbers, Question-

naires and Drawing in
Qnick Sequence.

Special Despatch to Tni Sc.
Washinoton, Sept 16. All Is In read-

iness for the next three steps in the
programme of mobilizing the new In-

crement of fighting material registered
to tho gross total of 15,000.000 men last
Thursday. The steps will come In quick
succession, but ,until the final returns of
all the States are In the hands of the
Provost Marshal General none of them
will be taken. The steps Include:

1. The allotment of serial numbers.
2. The Issuance of questionnaires to

the registrants.
S. The drawing of the numbers under

which the fighting force will be calledo
U1C COIUIB.

It Is believed that only the remain-
ing days of the present week will be
necessary for the complete returns from
all over the country to be received by
the Provost Marshal General. Immedi-
ately they are In hand the questionnaires
will be sent forth and the registrants
notified as, to their' new serial numbers.
Then will come the drawing.

October 2 l the date tentatively set
for the grand lottery. This Is the date
in the minds of the War Department
officials, but as to whether It shall be
the day finally announced depends upon
the speed with which the registration
returns are met

CALL FOR 181,838
MAY HIT NEW DRAFT

Crowder Wants Men in Ser-
vice Before October 16.

Washinoton. Sept. 16. Draft calls
announced to-d- by Provost Marshal
General Crowder will send 181,838 men
qualified for general military service
to army camps ibefore October 16. All
States have quotas to fill. Of the total
141.000 will be white registrants, who
will entrain between October 7 and 11.
The remainder will be negroes, who
will move In two groups, 29,016 entrain- -
tntr between September So and 17 and
10,762 on October 16.

Men who registered Inst Thursdav mnv
be needed In a few districts to fill the
new quotas. It was said at the Provost
Marshal General' office, but In most
localities sufficient men remain In Class
1 from the registration o'l last June 5
and August 24 to meet the requirements.

Ntw York to Give 12,000.
New York Is called upon to furnish

12,000 white registrants for training at
Camp Wadaworth, 389 negroes for Camp
Upton and 214 negroes for Camp Devens,
Mass.; New Jersey, 3,487 white regis-
trants and 300 negroes for Camp Dlx ;

Connecticut, 513 white registrants for
Camp Dlx and 1,710 for Camp Greenleaf,
Ga., with 117 negroes for Camp Devens.

Complete returns from the registra-
tion last Thursday In sixteen States and
the District of Columbia of men between
the ages of 18 and 45 years were re-

ceived y by Provost Marshal Gen- -
jeral Crowder, They showed a total or

3.23S.629 men, as against the estimate
of 3,232,267, and It was nnnounced off-
icially that they do not Justify the as-
sumption that the returns from the en-

tire country will show an enrolment
very greatly In excess of the estimate
of 13,000,000.

In six of the States the total registra-
tion fell below the estimate, but In ten
of them It exceeded It. The District of
Columbia registered 22 p'er cent, more
than the number estimated for It, due,
officials believe, ta the influx of war
workers. Of the States Vermont's per-
centage of excess enrolment was the
highest, being 1214. '

nenlatrntlon by Htnlri.
P.cglstratlon totals by States, together

with the estimates as announced to-

night by the Provost Marshal General,
are as follows:

males. Registration. Eatlmate.
Arkansas 1IT.1J! lll.74(
Connecticut 17.(J 2i:,m
Delaware 10,013 J,4IJ
District of Columbia,... 52,761 4S,n:
Florida 111.051 110.940
Indiana 110,15; 3io, :o
Iowa 2I0.10S M7.I47
Maryland !!!?! m.eao
Massachusetts 475,018 4li,l4
Mississippi 115.171
New Hampshire .$!!! (0,011
New Jersey 416.1K 405,501
Oklahoma "!!! 2:;,it4
nhode Island I! TI.60J 71,411
tT!.h B2.70S !,
Vermont 3I.IU
Wisconsin tOS.tel 326.177

Officials do not bellve any appreciable
number of men evaded registration.
They ascribe the fluctuations of the ac-

tual totals as compared with the esti-

mates to Industrial conditions brought
about by the war which have affected
the distribution of the male population.

- Established 1894.
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'BOOMERANG FEARED

BY GERMAN PAPERS

Vienna's Move Welcome, but
Little Hope Is Expressed of

Successful Outcome.

WARN AGAINST OPTIMISM

Somo Editors Believe Note
Will Cause Allies to Increase

Their Military Efforts.

Special Cable Despatch to Thsj Scs Trorn the
London Times Service.

Copvriaht, mi; all rights reserved.
The HAntrr. Sept 16. German news-

paper comment on the Vienna peace
note takes the line of throwing all re-

sponsibility upon Austria. This Is done
with such emphasis and unanimity as
to make It certain that that course In
pursued In accordam-- e with orders from
the German Foreign Office.

Briefly paraphrased the comment
amounts to "We shall be delighted If
anything comes of It but If not we
decline all responsibility In advance and
on the whole think the step III advised."
After the visits of Chancellor von
Hertllng and Foreign Secretary von
Hlntze to Vienna the attempts to rep-
resent a step of this Importance as
taken without their entire concurrence
presumes too much on humamn credu-
lity.

Amsterpam, Sept. 16. Although the
peace move launched. by Vienna finds a
favorable welcome In the German news-
papers, fear Is expressed that the pro-
posal will not bring peace or a dis-
cussion of terms. In fact, some of the
German newspapers arriving here ex-
press the opinion that the cause of the
Central rowers may be Injured by the
Austrian move and that the Allied row-
ers jwlll redouble their efforts to gain
a ofuehtng military victory.

Summarized the German newspapers
express the opinion that the Austrian
communication will do no real good and
may cause harm, since it may be In-

terpreted as a sign of weakness of the
Germanic rowers and thek allies.

The Berlin Tageblatt editorially ex-

presses the opinion that the "Independent
action" of Austria Hungary probably
will cause the Entente to redouble Its
military efforts. The Austro-Hungarla- n

offer coming on top of the programme
enunciated by von
Tayer, It comments, betrays bad stage
management.

With all respect to the nobility of
the Austro-Hungarl- Government's
motives, the Tageblatt adds, this was
not a psychological moment for the
move as far as the Entente was con
cerned. The editorial also expresses
disappointment that no mention was
made In the note of the crucial Alsace-Lorrai-

question.
The peace Initiative should have been

left to the Entente Allies, according to
the Tagesseitung of Berlin. "The fate of
all previous announcements, as to readi-
ness for peace and a conciliatory spirit
on the part of the Central Powers does
not encourage great hopes that this of-
fer will meet with great success." the
newspaper says. "It must naturally en-

counter great skepticism on our part"
"After our experiences hitherto with

peace proposals," says the Lokalamei-pe- r,

"we cannot help feeling thoroughly
skeptical."

Austria's move may prove quite a
"risky step." says the .Veueste .Vocn-riehte- n

of Berlin. The Jloersen Zeitung
places no very great hope In the offer
and the Berlin Pait fears the offer will
be Interpreted by Entente countries as
weakness and a sign of Impending col-

lapse, as .well as a begging for peace, on
the part of the Central empires.

Warns Aajalnst Hasty Optimism.
"A discussion of the timeliness of the

Austrian step Is useless," says the
"Once It was made without the

German Government taking a similar
step there is nothing for. Germany to do
but give Its adhesion. That Is the only
way of preventing harmful effects and
permitting the good effects to be fully
developed. Austria's peace tentatlves
will be welcomed by the widest circles
of the German people and many hopes
will be placed in It, but It Is necessary
to utter a warning against overhasty op-

timism."
"Through the fault of both slden ob-

stacles to peace have been piled moun-
tain high," says the Kreutteitung, which
fears that the Austrian note will be fu-

tile and may even lead to a result oppo-

site to that Intended.
"All the 111 succcks which similar steps

by the Central Towers have encountered
from the Entente Allies has not taught
the Austro-Hungarla- n Cabinet any-
thing," says the Taeglische Runtlachait.
"It Is absolutely Inconceivable what mo-

tive Induced the Austro-Hungarl- Gov-
ernment now to officially repeat the step
taken In the letter to Prince Slxtus.'"

The Deutsche Zcttung says: "The 111

success which has hitherto attended our
peace offers does not encourage us to
hope for much from Count Burian's pro-
posals for the promotion of the peace
Idea, That, of course, should not pre-

vent the German Government from ex-

amining the Austro-Hungarla- n note
benevolently and thoroughly."

"Vienna Papers Are Itrlllicrrrut.
The Vienna papers point out em-

phatically that the monarchy undertook
the step with the knowledge of Its al-

lies, but declare that the action Itself
was exclusively Austro-Hungarla- They
nssert further In this connection that
the Indestructibility of the alliance of
the monarchy with Its friends, and par-
ticularly the fraternal cordiality of the
relationship with Germany, most de-

cidedly disposes In advance of the
slightest attempt at misinterpreta-
tion, as If In Us Intentions nnd Its
consequences It could lead to Austria-Hungar- y

taking an Independent position.
The Premdenblatt declares It la self- -

evident that Austria-Hungar- y only speaks
In so Important a matter alter having
acquainted therewith Its friends, nt
whose side It has been fighting for years.
Austrla-Hungar- adds the paper, Is
not behind Germany In Its determination
to defend Itself to the uttermost

JAPANESE

PEPPERMINT OIL

LONDON GALLS NOTE

'SHAM' AND 'INSULT'

Only One Pacifist Paper Re-

fuses to See Anything But
a Teuton Trick.

STRONG AGAINST FARLEY

dcrmans Arc Stigmatized as

Criminals Scheming to

Cheat Civilization.

Txwpov, Sept. 16. Characterising
Germany's offer of peace to Belgium as
a shameless Insult and Indignantly re-

jecting Austria's offer of a peace con-

ference as a German trick In which
Austria has been made tho catspaw,
editorial opinion throughout England to-

day reflects the public's attttude that
there can be no peace parleying with
the Central Powers until the Allies'
specifically stated basic demands for the
security of civilization have been uncon
ditionally accepted.

The editorial opinions expressed In the
evening newspapers y were If pos-

sible even more drastic than those con
tained In this morning's Issues. The
fttnndnrd this evening entitles Its edi
torlal on the Austrian peace offer "No
Conference with Criminals," The Pnll
Mall Oatctte says Austria can have
neare hv generating herself from Ger
many, withdrawing her troops from the
western front and retiring from her an-

nexations In Rumania and then opening
peace negotiations with the Allies on
her own account

The only note of discord was sounded
In the pacifist Daily 'jvVint this morning,
which, anticipating a general rejection
of the Austrian proposals, says that re-

sponsible, sober minded men should,
nevertheless, face the proposals squarely

The Standard welcomes the note "Not
only as a newtslgn of enemy distress,
but because It affords the Allies an op-

portunity of making a plain statement as
to the real obstacle to peace."

How Vienna Can Get Peace.
The Poll Hall Gatette says: "If Aus-

tria wants peace she can have It by
senaratlng herself from Germany, with
drawing her divisions from the western j

front, retiring irom ner nnsuuiu
Rumania and opening negotiations of
her own accord with the Allies."

In the door's opinion "anything more
impudent than this move to cheat civ-

ilization could not be imagined, even
from Germany."

The Westminster Gazette considers
that the Austrian note gives the Entente
Powers an opportunity "to set forth
anew our Idea of the world as It should
be after the war, the world or a league
of nations. . . . That and not the
contemptuous negotiations, which some
people seem to favor. Is the right way to
challesjsre the German wa,r lords and to
appeal beyond them to the peoples of
Austria and Germany."

Referring to von
Payer's speech, which the newspaper
says contemplates an unqualified Ger-
man victory In the east, the H'mImIs-ite- r

Gatettc concludes:
"In answering the note we must make

It clear to the enemy peoples that our
principles apply to the east and to the
west."

"The Austrian note does not bring
real peace any nearer," says he Express
"Preliminary conditions to peace have
been stated over and over again by the
Allies, nnd there Is not the faintest sug-
gestion that' the Central Powers will
agree to nny one of these conditions.
They who drew the sword are scheming
to save themselves from perishing by the
sword. The dlslngenuousness of the note
betrays that It was written In Wilhelm-ptrass- e,

Berlin."
Plan to Save Hohrnrollrrna.

Relative to the offer of peace to Bel-glu- m

the Krprrsa says :

"This is another Hrcst-I.ltovs- k scheme
and part of the same plan for preserv-
ing the power of the Hohenzolierns.'"

After referring to the sinking of the
liner Galway Castle as a coincidence to
the offer of peace the newspaper says:

"The allied peoples will not shaks
hands. They will not be friends, nor will
they agree to any hole In the corner
negotiations. Democracy is now at the
helm of the world's affairs. Militarism H
tottering, and If the German peonlo de
sire to save themselves from falling with
it tney must insist on the preliminary
conditions which alone make useful talk
possible."

"Our peace terms havo hecn made
abundantly clear," says the ro.f. "When
Germany and her dependents are ready
to accept them they can let us know.
There will be no abatement to them.
iiermany must be beaten, nnd must rec-
ognize she Is beaten. Until then hef
suggestions for peace conferences are
not to be regarded any more than the
crackling of thorns under n pot."

The Daily .Vetc says:
iThere is no solid ground upon whichstatesmen sincerely zealous for peace

can Justify the rejection of tho Austria,,
proposals. Discussion would not involve
an armistice. There would tbo no ques-
tion of the Allies compromising their
fundamental principles. Against themore than remote prospect that discus-
sions might leave Germs ny obdurate
they might have a very different result
In tho case of Turkey. Bulgaria andeven Austria. The Allies, with nn un-
assailable moral cas. have everything togain and nothlnj to lose by discussion."

Another Form of German Trick.
"An Impudent sdam," Is t,ho .Wall's

editorial head over Its comment on thenoto, which It describes as "another foim
of an old German trick.

The German Emperor is a ventrllo.quint whose voice wo may hear in thisAustrian telegram," tho newspaper con-
tinues, "and wo.hear it because tho mili-tary masters under whom Germany Isbleeding nie afraid. It is not him,.,n,.
which they have In view, but the safety
of their own skins. This German tricknas ucen uisposeci or in advance by
President Wilson's masterlv nri.tr..,.
Mr. Wilson's great watchword 'No peace
with autocracy applies to Austria as
wen as ana Tor the same cairn
no German autocracy can be trntH
nn nour. ine nuiea attitude Is clear.

sW
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Swiss Believe Berlin
Inspired Peace Plea

BERNE, Sept 16. It is gen-
erally believed here that

Austria-HunKar- y made her peace
proposal with tho consent of
Germany, nnd it is even main-
tained in some quarters that
Germany really inspired it

It is pointed out that the Ger-
man Socialist leaders have used
very threatening lanfruapc to
Chancellor von Hcrtlinpr lately,
demanding internal reforms and
the opening of peace negotia-
tions.

In addition the rapidly grow-
ing food and clothing difficulties
m Germany also must have had
a considerable part in bringing
about the step.

We require reparation, restitution and
guarantees, and since the fresh Germanoutrages upon French territory we re-
quire the punishment of the criminals.
Nothing less will do. We remind the
enemy of President Wilson's words:
There can be no compromise ; no half-
way decision is tolerable.' "

As to tho offer to Belgium, the Jfnll
says it Is Insulting and only "offers
Belgians one more rcrap of paper."

"The note Is absurd on the very face
of It," aays the Telegraph. "It Is dis-
ingenuous, cynical and Insincere, while
tho proposal to Belgium Is both Insin-
cere and Insolent, acrmany, as a Power,
Is not to be trusted. Her most olemn
compacts are falsified by her actions.

"We must find a repentant and con-
trite Germany, and tlerman policy car
ried out by very different rulers," the
Telegraph continues, "before we can
even hope to Bcuss peace. It Is true
that all nations deslro the end of the
war, but poace must .bo lasting. It
must be one founded upon the recogni-
tion of the Independence of nations.
Above all It must be one which, In Mr.
Wilson's words, makes the world afe
for democracy. Negotiations at the pres-
ent moment even though they brought
a temporary pence, would only post-
pone the struggle cf right and might
As long as the Kaiser and the

direct with Irresistible au-
thority the destinies, of Germany, so
long can there be no question of an
armistice or purely academic negotia-
tions."

The Daily Chronielc, grouping the
Austrian note with the offer to Belgium
nnd tho propw.il to withdraw from
Karelia as related Incidents, Indicating
more than nny previous happening the
changed enemy mentality, says :

Kvery one of these proposals will
certainly be rejected. The fact that they
are made concurrently I' proof that the
Central Empires are In n very bad way.
In Berlin and Vienna It Is now realized
for the first time that the Central
Powers cannot possibly win the war.

"After all they have suffered, the
Entente Powers arc not going to be
bought off with an unreal peace, which
could only mean a. new war at some
moment convenient to the militarists of
central Europe. The free nations of the
world arc determined to hold together
until thl" sinister menace has been finally
removed."

IGNORE 'PEACE' NOTE,
IS PARIS COMMENT

Journals Agree Germany
Must Be Beaten First.

Paris, Sept 16. Austria's peace pro
posals were printed tcxtually In all the
newspapers this morning. The com-
ments differed only In phrases. Their
purport was Identical. It wns that tho
Germans must be beaten before there
can be talk of peace.

The Matin does not believe the allied
Governments will take the trouble to
reply to the Austrian note, for tho an-
swer already has been glen. While the
whole world Is Ignorant of tho terms of
the Central Powers all humanity knows
those of the Alltftt so well it is unneces-
sary to repeat them.

. Homme f.ibre. Premier Clemenceau s
organ, says the trap Is so clumsy that
neither Krancc nor the Allies will be
caught in It. "Victory for our arms will
bo the answer to these tortuous pro-
posals and equivocal manoeuvres," it de
clares.

The Petit Parisien says the humani
tarian Jargon In which Baron Burlan
wraps up his proposal will deceive
nobody. Austria would have done better
to speak In July, 1914, the paper

nnd then It would not havo had to
resort to-d- to talk which Is more or
less hypocritical.

The .7o ii rmi I holds because it an
obvious cry of ehautlon, nnd for that
reason alone, the Allies should reject
Austria's appeal. "We havo the right
nnd the means to fix r.ie terms of peace,"
It says, "That procedure Is tho only one
which can convince Germany and tho
world of Germany's defeat."

WASHINGTON LEPER AT LARGE.

EnrlT, Conllned .SpTcrnl Yenrs,
Makes Second Escape,

Washington, Sept. 16. The police to
day were scouring the city for John
Early, a leper, who escaped during the
night from a detention house on the out-
skirts of the city, where he had been
confined for several ears.

On a previous occasion ho ramo Into
the city and stayed lit n hotel two dnys
before he. was raptured.

BALFOUR FINDS NO

BASIS FOR PEACE

Continued from First rag.

mankind. The terms of pcaco and war
were no tremendous, and tlf calamities
Imposed by the continuation, of hostlll-t- m

nn overwhelming, ho said, that he
would never treat with disrespect any
pence proposal.

Coming after the recent speech of
Frledrich von Payer, the German Impe-

rial Mr. Balfour said
"this cynical proposal of the Aus-

trian Government Is not a genuine at-

tempt to obtain peace. It Is an attempt
to divide the Allies."

Mr. Balfour said no one should take
upon himself the task of rejecting with
a light heart any proposal which would
thnrten tho length of the war. He also
declared that no coalition ever had been
so strong as the allied coalition and
that the enemy wouia not succcca in
breaking It

Question Now Definite.
Conversations such as were proposed

by Austria-Hungar- air. Balfour said,
undoubtedly would have great value In
certain circumstances. He said tney
would serve to smooth out obscurities,
such as questions of pride, Ac, but he
declared that the questions now between
the belligerents were definitely defined.

"I am not taking the proposals of two
years ago or of last year but of last
week," Secretary Balfour said, "The
German speaking for
the German Government clearly and
without obscure verbiage showed where
Germany stood on the question of Bel-glu-

AIsaCe-lx)rrnln- e, the German col-

onies and the Brest-Lltovs- k and Bucha-
rest treaties."

It tould not be more clearly set forth
than It was by Von Payer last week
that Germany Intended to pay no In-

demnity to Belgium. Mr. Balfour con-

tinued. He Indicated, the Foreign Sec-

retary said, that Germany did not be-

lieve In the principle of Indemnities nnd
yet at the same time she was squeez-
ing mlllons of dollars out of Russia.

"This," the speaker went on, "was
for the wrongs Russia Is supposed to
have done Germany. How can those
wrongs be compared with the devasta-
tion and ruin which Germany Is wreak-
ing on Russia now?"

Begirding the question of colonies.
Secretary Balfour said:

"The colonies arc one question on
which there Is no misunderstanding. We
stand on one side and Germany on the
other."

FOCH WILL STRIKE
AT SEVERAL POINTS

Washington Expects Blows to
Answer Peace Terms.

Washinoton, Sept. 16. Another blow
against the German lines at anscr to
peace proposals of the Central Powers
Is expected momentarily by military of-

ficials here.
The point of the CNpccted attack is

a matter of wide speculation by
Several simultaneous attacks will

be delivered, It is thought, with the
Flanders front, the French operation
about La Feic directed at Laon nnd
the new American front acro-- the
mouth of the old St. Mlhlcl salient as
tho logical positions from which Mar-
shal Foch would strike.

It has been significant to some of-

ficers that the British have not pressed
very heavily on tho front between Ypres
and Doual, north of Ypres. Thero has
been only one minor operation by the
Belgians since the allied counter of-

fensive began.
British attention has been concen-

trated to a large extent on clenrlng up
to tho t. guentln front
nnd many observers here believe the
linos have been strengthened sufficiently
along this sector now for a new move-
ment to the north. It has been noted,
however, that British nrtlllery has re-

cently been pounding tho German lines
west of Cambral with especial vigor,
which may be the prelude to a direct
drive tor the capture of that city.

Since tho French are slowly making
their way to a flanking position which
would force tho Germans to withdraw
from the Chemln des names line pro-
tecting Iaon. some officers believe a
new movement along the Alsnn and
probably extending to the east of Rhelms
Is to be anticipated. It is pointed out
that should the Germans be forced to
withdraw from the Chemln des Dames
a swift advance from the Rhelms front
would tend to outflank the whole enemy
line from that point to Verdun.

There is no Information of an official
character as to Gen. Pershing's present
operations. The grenttst reticence ap-
parently Is being enforced on press cor-
respondents In discussing the tactical
disposition of tho American army ut
this time nnd to observers here tills sug-
gests that preparations for a new ad-

vance are well under way.
The logical objective. It Is held, would

be the occupation of tho Brley Iron fields
and an effort to cnclrcle Mctz from the
west. If Gen. Pershing Is moving
toward that goal now, It Is said, a Joint
attack by his army and the French army
holding tho Verdun front would bo n
probable development.

Such nn action would bo over n very
extended front, however, and somo fur-
ther reconnolssanco of the enemy's posi-
tions on the Immediate American front
may be neceesary before it can be un-
dertaken.
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PRESIDENT'S REPLY

KILLS PROPAGANDA

Continued from First Page.

It that It took the breath away from
many who. cognizant of tho traditions
of diplomacy, had expected that Its tedi-

ous processes and forms might have to

be resorted to no matter what the an-

swer.
A chorus of approval Immediately

went up when It was realized that the
Prosident, sure ot his position In the
cyea of the world.. Iitd brushed aside all
ceremony and delay and struck down

the subtle menace of the peace offensive

almost beforo It got started.
The President Is understood to have

regarded It of vital Importance to net
before Germany and Austria could reap
profit from their proposal. He had
mapped out this programme In advance
and he executed it y without evon
waiting for the official text.

Xote In 'Woric of Few Moments.
Returning from the golf links this

morning with his mind made up It was
but the work of n few moments for him
in his study to write the laconic fiara-grap- h

with which the hopes ot Germany
and Austrian Intriguers were daslwd to
the ground.

But this answer twsed on the press
text wns carefully withheld until the of-

ficial note arrived. It was sent to Sec-

retary Lansing with Instructions to jive
It forth as soon as a comparison of the
official text could be made. The Presi-
dent and' Secretary Lansing, apprised
early CBterriay of the peace onV.islvo.
had had several consultations and were
of one mind ns to the plan to be fol-

lowed,
It wns a dramatic moment, therefore,

when nt 6:2fl the carefully
groomed Swedish Minister, W. A. F.
likengren, stepped from the elevator
carrying with him In a large envelope
the text of the note. His appearance
had been awaited all the afternoon with
n tenseness that the State Department
has not experienced since tho diplomatic
negotiations precedliiK the war. All
knew that the answer of the United
States, wrIUcn by the President, was
readv and merely awaiting the appear-
ance' of this emissary of the Austrian
Government.

The Swedlfli Minister hurrlfd into Mr.
Lansing's room. He was there Just tno
minutes. Ho looked buoyant us he
went In. lie seemed surprised as he
came out. He had been told hy Mr.
Lansing that the President's answer
waR readv for the press. He divined
from this what It would be. In going
out he passed through a crowd of news
paper correspondents walling to receive
the answer to the very note lie nau

Text Compared In no Mtnntes.
Thirty minutes were consumed in

comparing the ofllclal text with the
newspaper version ns cabled from
abroad.

Then Secretary Lansing received the
newspaper correspondents and read to
them the brief statement which already
had been prepared. The Secretary was
asked whether the reply had been Riven
to Mr. likengren and he stated that it
had not been. But It was Indicated
that there would be no delay in Betting
the reply en route for the Government
of Austria-Hungar- y via ofllcial chan-
nels.

The time consumed in making he
reply lo the Austrian proposal estab-
lished an unprecedented record for Its
brevity and the circumstances surround-
ing the whole handling of the question
were unique and without parallel.

The speed with which the proposal
was handled led to the suggestion In
some quarters Hurt the President wai
nettled. If not disgusted, at the whole
tenor of this latest peace manoeuvre, and
particularly with the. insinuations con-

tained In the Austrian proposal that
"confidential'' exchanges of views were
necessary to ascertain what tho 1'nlted
States Government's views on peace
really were.

The plain Intimation in the Austrian
proposal that Kntente leaders had not
been frank or sincere In their "mono-
logues" concerning pearo requisites I

also understood to have nrou.ed the
President's indignation.

Antidote to Pence Drive.
The reply, It Is pointed out. Is tin an-

tidote for this and similar effusions of
the Teuton diplomatists on the ques

Do you need
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tion of peace propaganda. In casentlsl
particulars the President's reply Is tho
exact opposite In form as well ns M
substance from the Austrian proposal.
The Austrian proposal Is long and In
volved nnd uses countless words to
convey the mere suggestion of vague
Idea. Tho President In six short lines
tells all there Is to tell nt thin time or
at any other time regarding the funda
mental position of the United States
toward peace.

Expression in Rntente diplomatic cir-
cle Is one of complete ap-
proval of the President's course. The.
speed caused surprise to some of the
diplomats, to whom It seemed character-
istically American and plainly without
precedent.

The feeling In neutral circles was a
hopo that something might come of the
plan, though diplomats admitted they
had llttlo ground for optimism.

No one questions here but that It
was part of the German Austrian plan
to use the time generally taken for re-
plying to such a note for a campaign of
extensive propaganda aimed nt creat-
ing a peace atmosphere among allied
people. The prompt action of. the
United States, however, has nipped' this
plan In the hud. Kveh the possibility
of obtaining help from the Vatican,
upon which there Is retson lo believe
that Austria has counted, has been re-

moved. It Is thought
For the United States the President's

reply ends the pcaco Incident. This
Government, in cooperation with our al-

lies, will now devoto Its thought and
energy undivided toward prosecution of
the war.

DUTCH SPECULATE ON PEACE.

Austrian Note Camn Advance In
Mark (Inotntlona.

AMRTF.nnAM, Sept 16. The Austro-Hungarla- n

peace proposal reached the
Hutch Sunday newspapers Just In time
for Its publication without comment.
The possibilities of the situation cre-nte- d,

however, were eagerly canvassed
In various quarters and an excited
speculation In foreign currency, stated
to have run Into the millions, was In
progress throughout Sunday.

Marks, which closed Saturday at 31 55,
were largely bought privately on Sun-
day nfternoon at .14, while Austrian
crowns rose from 17 2,") to 19. SO.
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