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By JOHN WALKER HARRINGTON.
“C ENTRAL™ s helping win Ameri-

She of
the smiline voiee has been aiding Gen.
Persliing for months, and has been amaz-
ing all France by the work of her agilc
finzers and the rapid vollesing of her
Fremh

The men operators lave heen in front

ean vielories overseas.

Tine trenehes and dugouts, but the great
wire exchanges are in charge of young
women from the United States. They are
the pick of those keen witied maids of the
switchboard upon whose quickness and
dexterity the business men of New York,
Chicago, DBoston and DPhiladelphia  de-
pended for carrying on transactions in the
Lurry of commercial life. Just as they
ounce helped out the stoek market and the
wheat pit, so now they are plugging for
eur military suceess.

Long hefore the United States entered
the war a Telephone Reserve Corps was
formed in this conntry, nnder the diree-
tion of Col. John .J. Curty, chief enginecr
of the American Telephone and Telegraph
Company, who is now in charge’of wirs
communicotions with the Ameriean Expe-
ditionary Forees in France. The men
volunteers were drlled as infantry and
then put through intensive tecbnieal train-
ing for military work. Some of them
went over with Gen. Pershing on the first
ship, along with luis =taff. As soon as
they landed they started to work out a
sysiem of communiestion, and they have
been in the thiek of fighting ever sinee,

Prove Themselves Brave Near Front.

For plates whieh were not directly ex-
posed to gunfire, ar at least were not sup-
posed to be, the girl operators were sent
by Lundreds! Many ol them have heard
the roar of artillery il the whir of the
Hun air bombers, but what does an Amer-
jean lello girl eare for that! Hardly a
duy passes, even in piping limes of peace,
bul that we read of the telepbone heroines.
They stay at their posts'in burning build-
ings, they spread the news to eountryside
villages and farms when dams burst and
they serve like good soldiers in perils thas
would daunt the stoulest hearts.

While the givl soldiers of the swiich-
board are waiting for their call on this
side of the Atlantic they are drilled in all
the ‘technique which they will need in
emergeney work. Then they are sent to
the cantonments to work m central offices
under military conditions which are much
the ssme as those which they will find in
France. Up to the time they step aboard
the transports they are going from one
large ceniral office to another, operating
wherever there are extraordinary difficul-
ties.

They are soldiers just as much ag the

men in khaki un the firiug line, and they
wear & uniform. Perhaps yon have seen

. some of them in the streets just before
they sailed from here. Their skirts and
blouses are of a dark navy blue, their hats,

i 'which gre wide brimmid and wormn ex-
taetly straight, have the orange and white
eord of the Signal Corps, to which they
belong, and their brass butlons are duly
marked for the U. S. A.

On the right sleeve of the opegators of
the first elass is n wlate Lrassard on whieh
is the blue outline design of a telephone
mouthpirce. The supervisor, who has the
rating of a platoon sergeant, wears the
same emblem with a wreath around it
“Top,” that is, the chief operator, has &
‘wreath, o transmittfer and flashes of blue

lghtning shooting around _aln‘l\it. “Top”
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15 miways 1n charge of a unit, which may
comast of fyom thirty to fifty operators,

As messages from the front are trans-
mitted in both English and Freneh, no
operator left here who was not famibar
a¥ith both languages. It i= required that
they pass from one tongue to/the other
“unconseionsly,” and some of them ean
also put in a little Portuguese for good
measure. The offical organ of our forces
“over there,” the Stars amd Siripes, says
of the first unit which arrived on the soil
of France that the girls were cqually at
home with “Voulez-vous me donuer le
Capitaine Blangue” and “Lemme speakia
Cap'n Blank, p'eags Thes can answer
“QOui, mon Commandant, attendez un mo-
ment” or “Yes, Major, just wait a min-
ute, please.”

Miss Georgette Schar of Unit No. 3
wrole in a recent letter that although
there are plenty of bombardments a per-
son gets used to them, and it's the best
thing in anticipation to praetise hard on
saying your numbers in Freneh and to
learn to talk rapidly so as not to be out-
done by the barrages.

Life has its compensations for the
daughters of the hello over there, becausc
lhe\ are well cared for and exeellently
t-haperonrd. The Government pays sala-
ries of $50, $72 and $120 a month, ae-
cording to whether or not the switcll-
board soldier iz operator, sapervisor or
chief operator. In addition there is a
monthly allowanee or commatation of $#
a day for the first thirty days in service
or until the reeruit leaves the United
States, if before that limit.

After thirty days the monthly allow-
anees in addition to pay are $30 for ledg-
ing, 21 for food and $6%or light and
heat. If the living expenses are met by
the Government these allowanees are not
granted. All the pecizsary expenses are
refunded. IU is the intenfion of the Gov-
ernment that the pay shall be free and
clear above all costs.

All Are 100 Per Cent. American.

Doing their bit and their all is the aim
which is uppermust in the minds of the
young women of the white brassard. They
ure 100 per cent. Ameriean, and those
whose parents were forvign born are as
eager as the native stoek to do their ut-
most fur the eause of demoeraey. All of
them have given a ringing response to the
question which is put to them, “Why do
you want to go to Franee?”

One young woman, timid, unassuming
in manner, when she was asked that ques-
tion rose quickly to her feet andvbrought
both fists down on the table in front of
the astonished official.

“You ask me that?” she demanded.
“You ask me why I want to go to Franee
after what I bhave told you the Germans
have done to my home amd family? I
would go a thousand times, even though I
knew the day I landed in Fruuce would
be wy last!”

She was an Alsatian, and in the his-
fory of her people there is a story of
wrongs dating back half’ a century.

“To fight and win the war,” some of
the fair. switehboard soldiers say. when the
guestion, “Why ure yon fere?” is asked
of them..

In the first unit was a\mrl of English
birth who bad reached here from Austra-

Iia by 'way of San Fraociseo.. When soma

ane asked her if she was not afraid of be-
ing so near the frent she laughed. She
Iad been through eleven Zeppelin raids in

"England and bad been a passenger twice

threogh sebmarine danger zones. What
did she eare! She had worked for a while
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in an Ameriean munitions plant and bad
helped reernit for the United States Novy
as a yeowoman, but she wanied more ac-
tive serviee, and therefore she was glad of
the ehance to get back ta the switeh:board.

What the girls of the Signal Corps are
undergoing on the other side is shown in
many a letter received at their homne of-
fices,

“Sometimes,” writes Miss Lanrene:
Peehin, Intely of Ban Franeiseo and now
of Paris, “we hear the eanmon roar, for
the dear enemy likes to bombard us with
big Bertha by day and give us air raids
at pight. Neither of these does any good
in the war game.
in killing women and children und old
men, but that is all

“We ubject to the night attacks beeause
they disturh our slumbers. The only rea-
son they:do it is to weaken cur morale.
The French and the Americans are Loo
much alike for that asd become deter-
nuned to see the Thmg l-hl‘ul-l“h to the end.
&s our French friends say, ‘On les aurs,
und we will have them. ;

“Our men are wonders, flling -t
breaches everywhere and preferring deat’s
to retreat. We feel sad when we see the
vmbulanees filled with woupded, but zleo
we are mighty proud of ow loys

Filled Ambulances With Refugees,

“Every one is just fine, amd I wish that
von eould hear the stories that we hear.
A French woman told me with fesrs in

eyes how the ‘chers Amerieains’ had filled
the ambulanees and the antos with women:

and chifdren in order to save them from
the hands of the Germams who had in-
vaded the city. Tsn't that enongh to make
vou proud of the boys¥’

“What do vou think?” to quote from a
letter Miss CGraee I). Banker of New
York, ehief operator. “F.am the proud
possessor of a Boehe helmet!-

*Of course if 1 could bave had a band

in -the owner's capture -I . would be’

prouder. It was given to me by an Ans-
tralian Captain who had earried 1t around
ever gince Vimy Ridge -

“Do you know that I semetimes think
that the many lands and peoples of this
world will not seem half so far removed
from one another after thid warf? CUon
stant contact with ‘the soldiers of
Allies and their colonies makes one real-
ize that, after all, there 1=n't c-urh 4 great
difference between ns”

“You have no idea,” n.nolher sends
ward, “hew proud I am of bemg over
here. When I think how little T knew
about people or work I am surprised that
I am bhere. My work before all!

“First of all, wonder of wunders, ﬂur

commander in cluef came to pay us an

informal visii last Saturday. He stayed
twenty or twenty-five minutes and dur-
ing most of that ime I was pinchisg my-
self to see whether I was really-awake or
not. s
“He is the most wonderful wan in every

respeet. He wasn't a bit distant or for-.

wal, but shoek hands with all of us, and
asked us individyally what part of the
States we came from and how we liked
it, &e. He went all over il bouse, inta
every room, eseirted by his stafl, and it

was a veritable proeession, fer we girly.

escorted them through,

“When they left we all rashed to the
windows., Then all al omce everybody
began.te tulk and all through dianer and
way into the evening our house #as traly
as the Tower of Babel must have been.”

And here is another glimpse of the way
a switebboard soldjer may find reereation
while off duty. It is from Miss Suzanne

i

They sueeced sometimey -

: over here to

l"rm‘_nt: aof! ﬂﬂ'- York, who says that

Franee is very mmeh like the tales one -

reads of it'in the old story books, with is
chafemoe, septaries -old.

How Life fares in the neighborhoad of
Amerifan headmusrtets i Franee is eon-
veyed by lbe following letter from one of
the young persous who say “Namber,
please.”

“Beginniog next week we shall have to

work all day and everv day, but forithe

present some of us have cither the after-
moon or the morning off. We take long
walks, as any cxereise musi be suatehed
at, seving that we sit all day.

“If you werg only here to see the beauty
of it 2ll with me! But you know this
mountainous country and oan appreciate
it, o, for you are hers in spirit I know.

“The nir.is jusk as pure as it can be,
and the sky on a elear day is the blaest-of
blues. This section is 50 beautiful! I do
hope that I.will be able to stay lere.

“This is the Genernl Headquarters of
the Ameriean Army, and every day, going
to and from work, I pass the chatean
where Gen. Pesshing resides.  The house is
ever guarded and no one stands siraighter
or salutes with nore snap than that sen-
“In faet, our boys are just as fine as
they eam De. I tell you one must come
reciate them. Our very
bosomr swells with pride, I.ean tell you
They are mighty glad to see-us, too, and
cannot do enengh for ue. We feel hke
one tremendigs fangily.  There is nothing

- finer, [ think, tban this feeling of the com-

panionship of. comrades. . L am awfally
zlad I came hecanse I never knew before
how many nice people there were in tha
world.”

Peek at Gn-.t Pm

“We are very eull.al, e -hp »ul a
bit from another letter froni Miss Fresael,

. “orcasionally-becanse some greal person-
- age'or other telephones, and the gl who

puts the eall through is very. very proud

-and exeites the envy of the other op-

érators. Somelies some great mun eomes
into our office and we =it np just as
straight as can be and look s®ietly busi-
ness, but its awfully hard not to tum
aronnd and get just a litﬂ’e'p«vp at him

“Oeeasionally we see men eoming from
‘the front. Then, too,wmngh&nﬂt
to a base hospital, mdt!wgrnernlmlum
of the tmffic accordingly brmga home to
us what s going on.

“Bat the thing that impresses me most
at times ia the horses. If yon could see
those wretehed beasts! They are evidently
here to  recuperate—just strings  and

strings of them led by French soldiers.
Once: they must have been fine animals,

They all seem to be young, but they are
wreeks—absolute wreeks.

“That and gecasional wounded being
rushed to. and from the hospital are the
oply things we see which bring home
poignantly that & war is going on. Some
days, teo, when we have a day off and
happen to pass a railroad and see a troop
train, we remember, but otherwise we do
our work and cat and sleep in a normal
way.

“I hardly imagine though that we are
guing {o stay here always. I know that
some of us are going to be woved to
other places in this section. Of course
we know not when ner where.”

These are just a few words along the
way from some of the young women who
are ai the switehboards at Gen. Perching’s
headquaxters on lines of cummunieatinn or
in Paris.




