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WRECKED TOWN
NOW DESERTED

Amboy Villagers Flodk to
Neighboring Places Where
Welcame Awalts Them.

BRAVE IN THEIR MISERY

Red Cross and Y. M. O. A,
Give Splendid Emergency
Service to Refugees.

One old man, who refused 1o be
peliged, and Chiaf of Pollce MacDonald
were the only Inhabitants of South Am-
oy who remained in the wrecked village
ast night. Bafore the dreary twilight
foll the gray uniformed girls of the Red
Cross Motor Corps had whisked away
e jast of the bewflldered, bomeless
people, and the town that got the worst
of the fearful explosion at Morgan was
s deserted yillage Indeed.

But: through the roada and felds
werywhere toward Perth Amboy and
Weedbridge and Elizabeth and the other
communities that lle so thick In that
part of New Jersey trickled streams of
‘human misery—mothers and fathers,
dek ables, frightensd children clutching
sl more frightenad dogs; old, old peo-
ple toltering mlong, all with the same
dased expressions on thelr faces, as if
they scarcely reallzed what had bap-
penikd.

A great nolse, a great glare, the win-
fows crashing in upon them—and then
fut they ware upon the streels, parents
wparated from children, wives from hus-
pands, everything confusion and horror.
All Abe borro::. of war wers there, in-

worst horror—German
:.:l‘er?“gul in the minds of all who
could gather thelr wits together hung
the same black cloud of certainty that
tha ecnemy had caused this disaster,
None could explain why, but “this thing
was all planned out,” was what one
mard everywhers,

Red Cross Mobilives Quiekly.

The tralning American women and
men have had In war work had a
tharice to show its metile yesterday, and
nobly It stood the test. The Atlantic
division of the Red Cross mobilised all
s forces immediately upon _the news
of the explosion, and early In the after-
noon twenty-Aive ambulances, carrying
doctors, nurges and workers went from
New York. Newark Red Cross sent an-
other twenty-five ambulances and &
tesdquartefs was established in the
Board of Trade Bullding on Smith
street, Porth Amboy, But that tells &
snall part of the tale of mercy.

It seemed as If every woman who
could drive A cAr wWas on the spot, carry-
ing refugees, feeding refugees, trying to
wmfort and direct the searsed peopis.

Of course every Y. M. C, A. bullding.
wery church and armory and city hall

L]

within miles around was opéned to take
in tha 7,000 homeless o say noth.
Ing of many private But it was

po casy thing to gather them in. Neo
one will ever know how mafy slept gut
in the cold woods last night.

eowldn’t ride three rods anywhere In the
outskirts of the fowns without seeing
desolate parties on lawns and In flelds
And us long aa daylght lasted most of
them walked, just walked, seeking miss-
ing relatives—or walked, they didn't
know why, refusing offers of help, dimly
hoping they wol ba allowed to go
back to their w homes, -

Up and down Smith strest, In Perth
Amboy, wandered a decent Jlooking
woman of middie age, leading by the
right hand her futher, past 70, and by
the left hand a feeble, tottering mother.
The stralned look on their faces caught
the attention of a Motor Corpe girl, and
#he stopped her oar, already loaded with
refugees, to ask them if ghe couldn't take
them somewhere to reat. The woman
#id their name was Leonard and they
wers {rom South Ambdy.

Feek Thelr Missing Soldier.

“But weve got to find my brother,™
the inslsted, “He's & soldier and he had
leave from Camp Dix. He was sick last
tight, very slck, and when the explosion
tame and the doors were blown in and
e windows, and we all got cut, we
thought the world was at an end—and
shen 1 come to my senses my brother
wia gone,"

“Come.” sald the girl motorist sooth-
‘Ingly, "come and let us put your father
#nd mother where they oan rest and get
tome coffee and then your brother will

be fiund.  Surely he can go back to
Cimy Dix.*

fObetinately the old people and the
Ester shook thelr heads. “Frank didn't

bave his pass to yo back to camp, he's
ot 1o get it from the doctor,” they
krged,  And then they stumbled on,
weary, hungry, slipping on the piles of
mattored gluss, peering into the face of
ery uniformed man In the hope that
i might be Soldier Frank.

Then there was Sarah Boyce and her
st Liberty bonds. A lons woman ls
Sarahi wnd she worked In the Hercules
powder factory. With the savings frem
btr wages she had bought Ave §50 bonda,
Atd to-night she knows she will never
®e them again,

She was tramping slowly along Smith
Mriwl, dead tired, a plain woman with
®ork murked hands, and to the Red
(' W girl who Invited her to go to the

" hyadquarters and get coffee she
birned & deal ear,

A Eo! gone, all 1 got gone!" she
ering over and over. “My
Na, 1 didn't have no home.
L had two rooms near the muni-
but eversthing I had was there
td my five honds that 1 Lo
buy in the bureau drawer. And
didn’t give me no time to get them,
here [ am with only the clothes on

soldlary will mave the bonds”
Wms one told her, but she plodded on,
¥iih hopoless minery In her faded syen
Al gome, wll gone!™ she was repeat-

Mg 1 her dull monotone as she drifted
trom sight
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Hlow Heavy to the Siok,

: worss losses than that there were
In towny of the size of the wrecked
Villages thére are always sick people
871 Fridey night's experiences there
" not good for the sick. One Itallan
fhaa and wifs whose name could not
4 learned had two children very Il
Min influenga.  They hadn't much
Motey but what they had they oarried
eut thelr wrecked home with the
l"r‘- rk children
WIL their Nttls roll of monsy they
and siarted m:ﬁ

red o taxlosb

Stwark and a honpltal. On the way
heard a wall from the body of the

fine of the children had died In

Ariver
rab

MY mother's arma.

Two women gave birth to bables In
?:'" Upen fiklde, where they had dro i
h"."' iusted 1o walk further,

‘;'t'-- | ut one of the women loaded his

new born baby into & wheel-

EAT:

)| eat.
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barrow, from which he dumped the few
bhousehold belongings he had been able
to save When the ordared the
people out from the wrecked houses of
Bouth Amboy, and vajlantly started to
wheel his family toward shelter and
Lmedi¢al attention. Fortunately they
were soon plecked up by an ambulance.

Lost Four Children In Woods,

One woman, clutching a child In either
hand, told the Red Cross people at head-
quarters that she had lost her four other
children “in the woods." Dased, almost
wild with anxiety, “In the woods” was
the most definite ription she could
give of the place they became
separated. A man who sald his name
wak Willilam Jones was frantically be-
seeching everybody to take him back to
Houth Amboy, “where my two horses
have been mince 'early morning, with
r:.t:ig_noutm no one 10 take care of

Murray Rosenbaum, who was workiug
the 4 to 12 ft as timekesper for the
unit directly opposite the one In which

the explosion ‘occurred, aald It was a
fearful thing to ses the horses of the
construction men dashing away, driver-
iess wagons behind them, poor
things mad with fright,
heaven knows where. Rosenbaum, by
the way, had a thrilllng experience, out
of which he cams unharmed He saw
the frst Nash and heard the explosion
and then In the twinkling of an eye he
was on his back on the floor, with the
table at which he was working upside
down over him. His room was wrecked
when he got to it, but as his home Is In
New York he didn't lose much. \

Frightened Animals Slink Ahount.

“Ah, what'y the use of being afrald?”
he sald. “But lgok here, I know & Ger-
man done that. We're too good to the
Germans In this country; we. don't
watch ‘em close enough.”

Yes, the horses In that region were
badly frighteried, and so wers all other
dumb animals. Dogs and ocats siuni
furtively around, knowing with that
wonderful sixth sense of theirs that
eomething was wrong. And It seemed
as If every refugee
trembling dog or cal.

One little woman in black came Into
the Y. M. C. A bullding in Pertn
Amboy with a small boy who led &
tiny, trembling mongrel. Bhe sald her
name was Mra. Ellamos and her hus-
band was omployed In the powder
works, They, lived less than half a
nlle from the Gillesple plant and every.
thing cn their house that could be blo
from Its moorings was amashed in u
them. But they saved thelr dog, and
the rmall boy hugged It fondly, giving
it bites of the sandwich a kind Y, 'W.
C. A, woman gave him,

Bil the little woman |n black esldn't
“I'm too snxious about my hus
pand, 1 baven't sern him and,he way
in the powder works™ she murmursd.

At 3 o'clock In the afternoon the Y, M.
C. A. In Perth Ambay had fed 300 peo-
ple. Bixty-five refugees alept In the
bullding Friday night, and last night 160
cots from Trenton, placed In every nook
and corner of the rooms, helped as many
homeloss people.

Scene 0-: of Terror But Beauty.

“Friday night was a night of hell"
sald Mrs. Charles Seguine, who was
wailting on the who crowded
into the “¥" shelter, while her husband
was out on duty with the State Militia
“A night of hell,' ahe repeated, “and It
lan't swearing to say that. Our home Is
on the bluff; I had a clear view of the
flames. Horrible as it was, thére was a
dresdful beauty in It. Every kind of
éxploslve made a dlfferent color—the
TNT made a color I can't describe. It
was unearthly, but wonderful

*“There would be a burst of flame, a
sword of flame darting up Into the heav-
ens, and then—I timed it with my wateh
<-axactly ffteen seconda after would
come the concussion. And when it came
you fell to the ground; It seemed as if
you couldn’t live. The walls of my housae,
which are wood, bent six Inches from
the perpendicular, and then came back.
It ms impossile, but they did.”

ra. Segulne sald that truckloads of
food had been sent to the "Y' from
Westflold, that Borden's had sént milk,
that every one was giving lavishly. Even
s she spoke & prosperous looking citisen
rushed up, demanding, “Do you want
Jam? My wife wants to send jam."
“Send It along,” said Mra. Beguine, and
the prosperous one disappeared, calling
back that it would be there in ten min-
utes.

The little grounds around the Grace
Lptheran Church, oppoaite the Y.,
were full all day of drooping, homeless
people. And an Instance of how the
foeling for the amenities never deserts
some women, & middle-aged daughter
was found carefully combing har old
mother's hatr with her fingers and try-
ing to de It up neatly again.

All Lest, but 8till Cheerful.

“The dresaing I8 the worst,” she mald,
“Yen, our home Is wrécked and I don't
know as we can ever go back to It, but
we wouldn't mind@ so much If we had
some decent clothes and & comb and a
place to fix ourselves.” Close by her
ant & mother tending a babe that cried
coaselosaly and feebly., "Beek, seek, she
ia ferry meek,” murmured the mother,
bending over her.

A salwart young George A,
Cooney of Henry street, Bouth Amboy,
led his feeble old father Into the “Y"
buildi and msked respectfully for a
cup of coffee for him. The mother
dropped (0 & bench and stared dully
before her. “Home all gone, home all
gone,” she sald In a censcless rafrain.
But others were more cheerful., One
woman sald—though her eyes fllled with
teary. in the saying: “Well, we ocught to
be thankful that our lives were saved.”

"Yes,” sald a frall young mother, who
held & babe with curly red hair and kept
three other children from wandering too
far, “my house Is mo that T guess we
can't ever go back, but I'm thankful we
were all saved'"

Woeman of 00 Hescmed.

The thing that struck one was the
great number of old parsons in the
crowds of refugees. And when It was
supposed that every one was oul of the
danger gone two young men came Into
Red Cross headquarters in the Board of
Trade Bullding half leading, half sup-
porting, & woman half blind and look-
ing nearly ninety. She was Mrs, Mary
Lawton, and she was found In & wrecked
house in South Amtboy from which it
was thought every ome had gone, Her
son |s a mall carrier, and no one knew
where he' was In the confusion. The
poor old woman aank Into the chalr they
gave her, und—the pathos of it—Ilifted
& trembling smile to the Red Cross girl
that tended her. ;You'r. very kind,
dearie,” she quavers

.;'h:' m;at o‘} those taken from South
Amboy were Danlel Applegate and Mra
James Gifgro, who were fund cower-
ing on the porch of & houss from which
the doors had been blown, In which the
windows and furniture were totally de-
stroyed, Bo great wam the force of the
concussion that a door that was locked
and which had & heavy plecs of furnl-
tura before It Just blew out into the
middla of the room, plece of furniture
and all. The trembling old peopls were
hurried away to & place of safety.

Curiously, in spite of tha danger, in
spite of the fact that the outhorities
doeclared that another and much worse
explogion was expected In the evening
from a tank of TNT larger than any
axploded yet, the people, many of them,
went unwillingly from thelr homea. *I
was & fool to Jet them make me leave'
muttered one man as he stood almlessly
on the streets in Perth Amboy, "1 want
to go back' Others begged the Red
Cross Lo care for thelr childgen so they

MAan,

bound for |

Lo ]
)
-

“could go back to work next morning.
Bure the plant'll be working In the morn-
Ing.," they sald confidently,

Chief Missea His Family,

It wan & busy day for Chief MacDon-
ald of the Bouth Amboy police fores, but
at 8 o'clock In the afternocon he was still
smiling, though worried about his fam-
My, “1'd give 325 If 1T knew where they
were,” ha sald, gazing on tha disman-
tiad tablem out In & park where the peo-
ple were fed beafore leaving for Perth
Amboy., “Yes, ma'am, §25. Well, I've
had a long day. When one of the ex-
plosions came, about 8 this morning, I
was making «offee for about 100 people
that haa gathered In a bullding over
there, and the big crash oame, Waeil, It
knooked me over, and when I got up and
turned around to give what waa lefy of
the coffes to the folks, danged If thers
waa one of them thers They just
melted,

“Well, I went homa to gét my uniform
on—I'd gone out without many clothes,
baing In & hurry—and my family was
gone, and the back door lay on the din-
ing room table. Oh, I shppose my fam-
fly Is all right, but I'd give 925 (0 wee
them this minute.*

Quite as cheerful as the chlef was an
14 couple, man and wife, trudging along

the "Y" In Perth Amboy to the
Red Cross In search of their daughter!
from whom they had become neparated.

“Looking for the ‘Y* 7 piped the old man
to the reporter, who felt and no doubt
looked llke meveral kinde of refugee.
“It's right over there. And If you ses
my daughter Jennle will you tall her
her father i looking for har? Richard
H. @wailn |s my name. Whaen the expln-
nlon came, knooking everything In the
house all over us, we got out, and then
I says, 'Jennle,' I says ‘you ain't got |
much on, better go back and get some
clothes' Well, 1 aln't seen her sinoe,
ot T'Il find her .~
P m. little giris, dancing up and down
on the “Y" steps e glesfully as If the
explosion were & huge joke, wers (n
spasme of laughter over the memory of
their older aister's scant attire when
they fled from their home. \

“Bhe didn't have anything on but a

and a sweatsr and & pair of draw-

ers,” they explalned, “but we guess

maybe she's got something more by now.
We don't know, 'cause we've lost her.”

Like Retreat From Belgfum.

Everywhere along the streets one was
halled by anxious mer asking If one had
seen thelr families. "My name ls Niel-
top, and my home's on Raritan street,”
sald one tall workman In a eolhrl-ll
shirt. "“Or 1 did have & home there;
now I'm on the street. If you should
nee my wife and four children, would
you tell them I'm around hers looking
for them?" |

“My name'w C, Jones, and my wife
and cne child are missing,” chimed in
another. “WHI you please tell them I'm
looking for them If you see them?' And
then they resumed their search, up and
down, up and down, Of what use to ask
them to sit down or to eat, with that
anxiety? TLike the retreat from Bel-
gium It was, and it brought home to the
workers as nothing else ¢could what our
allles in Belgium and northern France
have suffered.

Boldlera marched up and down the
strects, lest something in the unpro-
tected stores should be stolen. but no-
body seemed to have any inclination to
steal, The pollce arrangements, indead,
weare admirable. But the people were, as
it -.mddto lo:: ;; them, altogether too
dazed and aw this greas
to break the law in mny way, Ry

One man, Oscar Rasmussen, came Into
Rahway looking like o Brigham Young,
und he might have been suspected of
wholesale wife snatching if the women
hadn't been so0 evidently determined not
to lose him. He and his wife—hin one

wife—and three children, weres blown
out of their beds In their home at 527 |
Rudgeway avenue, South Amboy. They |
walked and they walked, he sald, head-

and on the way the twenty women

-
tached themselves to the party,

They

Afternoon reached Rahway, whers they
were taken care of,

Joweph Wagenhoffer was routed out
of his bed by soldlers In time to get
outside his house and see the explosion.
He hade't much English at his command,
but he guve & falrly eloguent description
of the sight as & “knife of flame, followed
by balls of smoke, from which tonguss
of fire continually darted.”

Along with him trudged Mra. Thomas
Layton, brulsed from the plaster that
had knocked her down when her home,
iwo miles from the Hercules Powder
Works, was rocked by the blast.

Women Display Herolam.

Everywhere one heard tales of mar-
vellous herolsm of the women workers,
some of them mere girls, who had rushed
to the call of duty. There was Marjorie
Scales of Tottenville, Staten Island, for
example. Marjorle s & yeoman, and
Bt B:30 P. M. Friday she had her auto-
moblle out carrying the wounded and
the homeless. She worked straight on
without stopping UIl 2 :30 the next morn-
ing among such scensa of horror as girls
In America don't often see. Once a
headless body fe!ll at her alde in the
road, but she drove straight on with her
carload of the living.

Dr. Thomas Riley was in full eharge
of the reilef work. Dr. Frank Cuttin-
ville of the New York Hoepital was In
charge of the ambulances,

The Red Croas had elght centres In
Parth Amboy, and every public bullding
In the place was opened to the refugees,
while many familles responded to Lhe
appeal nalled up In prominent places,
“Take the refugees Into your homes.'"

Commander D. Emiley, n woman doc-
tor, saw that the scorea of Motor Corps
girls went where they were most needaed.
Motor Corps girls were there from
everywhare It seemed, from every town
In Jersey within many mlles, from
Richmond county, from New York. Thelir
cars patrolled the three roads leading

away behind woods and copses In thelr
weariness and bewlilderment. Many

whence Fileld Director Freeman
them to towns where they could find
shelter.

Late Inst night the Red Cross declared
It had plenty of food for every one and
places for them to sleep, It estimated
it had cared Tor 7,000 persons. Al-
bert W. Blaub, asslstant manager of (he
Atlantic division, brought down from
New York #$10,000 In small bills, and
homeless ones who had lost all thelr
money were glve something to meet
immediats needs.

George W, Fllgar of MeCutcheon's
drove forth In & huge truck and com-
mandesred food which satisfled 1,000
hungry men, women and chilldren, Roland
Randolph of the Guaranty Trust Com-
pany also was on the job,

As darkness drow on the scens In
front of the Red Cross headquarters
waAS ons never o be forgolten. There
were ambulances there of every kind.
Army ambulances navy ambulances,
four from the New York Hospital, some
from the Staten Island Hospital Nearly
overy hospital had sent what It could.

Gov. Bdge of New Jersey took per-
sonal direction of the rescus work early
in the morning. He arrived from Tren-
ton In Perth Amboy at the same time an
the vanguard of machines which by his
ordar were commandearsd from hundreds
of automobilists, and saw to It that they
combed the ronds anfl flelds for refugess,
Ho directed that all schooly and churches
and halls In Elisabeth, Newark and other
tuwns should be opened to the peopls, ¥

| South Amboy and the engine stalled |
Ing for Rahway as well as they coull.l.

t The chauffeur climbed down to crank
alept on the porch of a {armhouse dur-j it and broke his wrist. McDonald placed
ing the early morning, and late In the|the chauffeur back in the car, cranked it

|

out of Amboy, and picked up all refy-!!" the town of Morgan was at hig post
gees who had not hidden thomselves | When the firwt explosion occurred.

refugess were relayed on toe Woodbridge, | Dridge becams terror aticken and fled, |
sent | Shells poured all about the old man. The

THRILLING STORIES -
T0LD BY SURVIVORS

¥

Like a European Battle ‘and
Victims Have Shell Shook
. and All Its Terrors.’

RESCUERS FACE DANGER

Locomotive Enginéers Drag
Tong of T NT Through Fire
in Herofe Style.

Lightlean, structureless, except for
hers and there a stark chimney butt
stioking up amid the debriw of the bulld-,
ing of which it once was & part, and in-|
habited only by tha armed soldlers pro- |
tecting it from ghouls and other marau- |
ders, South Amboy rested last night &
bisckened canyon of death, when a re=|
porter for Tas Sus rods Into the phu!
huddled amid the tossing load of &
“bread car’' manned by members of the
New Brunawick of Trade, who
wers serving as volunteer rellef workers.

Now and then an  unexploded shall
was touched by fire and went off with a
scroam and a fiare of flahe. The light
that eame from such' explosions was all
that relleved the utter blpcknesa of the
place, excepl the merria. flama from
lanterns in the hands of the guarding
soldlers as they moved along their posts
and the oceasional more steady flame of
campfires In whal were yacant lots be-
fore the soldlers comyerfed them into
sleeping quartsra

Through all of the day and early hours
of the night the military guard fung
about the extreme outskirts of the city
had prevented reporters from getting
inside the devastated oity, As the bread
car swung aleny the road It bumped
and aswerved and pitched periloualy.
Shell eratars, like unto those that cover
the Furopean battlefialds, made tha trip
E{. the Intense darkness sll but impoasi-

Carrying the Bodisa Away.

As the pitching automobdle on Its mis |
slon of mercy awept past Lhe outer guard
of soldiers a long string of other auto-
mobliles approached it from the opposite
direction. They were bound out of the
wasts city, and their load was com-
posed of the bodies of the dead just |
drawn from the atlll burning debris and '
the wounded, some of whom had laln
for hours whrre they foll victims of the |
first blast Friday night !

Here and there along the road the |
automoblle passed solitary figures sit-|
ting crouched by the roadside, their
heads In thelr handa Occupants of
the automoblile apoke to several of them.
When they answered at all it wan In-
coherently, as If they could not under-
stand what wag saf@ to taem. Further
along the road physiclans trealing those
Isolated wanderers explained they were
victims of shell shock as complete and
sense shattering as that suffercd by sol-
dlers on the actual battle fronts In
France. »

Workirlg among thy ruins Tus Suw
reportar came across Chlef of Pollce
McDonald of South Amboy. His case
was typleal of Afty other men who had
worked Incessantly Inside the town from
a brief time after the first blast of the |
explosion rocked the whole district for,
miles on every side of the stricken city. |
Chief McDonald sald he was visiting an
il friend In & hospital at Perth Amboy
when the first explosion oocurred !‘Hdlyf
night. He left hurriedly, but the auto-,
mobile in which he was ln.v.llm:ﬁ
pitehed into a shell hoie on the way to |

Passing Through Shell Fire. |

himself, and drove on into the town.
Miraculously asimost the automoblie
missed being hit by any of the thou-
sands of shells that soreamed on all
sidea of it as It sped into the expioglon.

Qulckly the chlef drove the automo-
blle to his own home and placed his
terrified wife and children on an auto-
moblle truck that was hurrying out of
town with refugees that filled. it.to its
utmost capacity. He has nol seen his
relatives sinte and has not the slighteat
idea where they were taken. Ten other
men were found whose expgrience was
the same and whose familiesa where-
abouts are unknown to them.

“When I entered the town,” Chief Mo-
Donald sald, “women were running fran-
tically through the streets. The whale
place was alight with exploding shells.
It seema & miracle how they missed
kilimg the panic stricken hundreds in
the ‘street. Children dragged In terror
at their mothers’ akirts

“Explosion followed explosion rapldly,
and each new hlast sent an even more
violent barragas of shells screaming in all
directions. We have worked ever sinoce
then, without sleep and with very little
food, doing whot we could to ald the

injured and to recover Lthe bodles of the
deand. But the job Ila not nearly fin-
ished "

THE sn\a SUNDAY,,
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EMICALS SAID TO

®uvne through the place tn the afternoon.
He sald that he had learned definitsly
of the herole act of several locomotive
enginesrs. who hauled 200 carloads of
TNT out of the path of the flames amid
A wveritable hall of shelld of the very
highast calibre, Thess men, (he wit-
nessen of their aot sald, had risked their
Hiyes more than a hundred timem, but
stuck to the job until the last car had
beeh dragwed wide of thé danger sone,
Had those cars explofied, ders and
othara aald, the joffects of the dlsaster
would have been multiplied many fold.
In Keyport, a'quarter of & mile from
the scens of the first explosion, ten big

automobile were sean (n {he rpad.
way, twisted and torn mmuﬂy b~
et 1ifted from

yond repalr. They had
A, min thrown

X taty snclosure,

Many hundreds of fast and wrecked At
Chessequake, dlose to Morgan, hundreds
ot shrapnel anells waere found scattered
in the fielda. Now and than fire reached
them, as grass burned, and thalr steady
exploslons added to the dangers being
éendured by the soldlers and other rellef
workers =Je:

‘Here the stréength bf the explosion
was more plainly visible than in Morgan
or Bouth Amboy even, where nearly
everything had been levelled. At Cheese.
quake tresa thres and even four feet In
Alamaeter had been cut off clean as if
by m saw or ax. Telephone and tele-
graph poles had been mnipped off as
though they had been umbrella ribs and
lay on the ground or awung suspended
by the wires attached to them. '

Fortunately the electric power In
every plant in the town had been cut
off Ly the explosion and the dangling
wires caused little or no troubls except
as they Interfered with the progreas of
the rellef workers. A nouse on a hilitop
at Cheesequake hnd been cut off clean
at the second story, the third story hav-
Ing been blown nearly half a mile away
to an open fleld. Other bulldings were
toppling from the foundatlona

Fhells Wreek Cars and Houses,

On & rallroad slding between South
Amboy and uake the reporter
saw A line of loaded coal cars. A high
calibre shell struck one of the cars and
cut it squarely In half. Others of the
cars were punctured by shells. Not &
house or a structure In Any of these
places was untouched. In Bouth Amboy
schools, churches and other large bulld-
ings were wrecked completely, Thare
fan't a store In the place out of which
the front had not been blown.

On the outakirts of Keyport stood the
famous Ye Olde Spye Inn, where tradi-
tion says that in Rsvolutionary days
two sples were caught and hung. Part
of It was bullt In 1648, but it fell be-
fors the devastating force of the explo-
slon. It was a favorite stopping place
for automobilists on their way to New
Jersey coast watering places.

In all of theme towna and aven as far
away as New Brunswick, N. J., residents
were slesping last night on Jawna In
fear that other explosions would add to
the destruction and loss of life. Thiw
was especially trues along the shores of
Raritan Bay, where the bungalow col-
onjes were almost entirely wiped out

ajor Helen Bastido 8f the Women's
Motor Corps was on her way to this
city from Deal Beach, N, J, Friday
night, and the traln on which she was
travelling had just left Morgan when
the initinl explosion oocurred Major
Bastido left the traln and ram to the
scene of the blowup,

For the next hour Major Bastldo and
A group of other wvolunteer workers
helped In earrying the dead and Injured
from the rulned Dbuildings. Bhells
screamed overhead and every workman
and officlal the volunteers met warned
them of the danger of other explosivax
They disregarded the element of per-
sonal risk, however, and stuck to their
tank.

Finally they had carrled Afty injured

reons  Into an eme ney  hoapital,
noever before used, inside the grounds of
the shell loading plant. The place ‘g~
equipped for just such purpose. Bul the
building was shaken violantly and parts
of it were torn loose under the terrific
forca of the second explosion.
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of wvolunteers, sevéral of whom wers
women, sat to work.,, They carried thelr
wounded out of the bullding and to
mora sheltered quarters by the open
roadsldes, where the only danger was
from the huhdreds of dropping shells.

The last patient had been re-
moved from the hospital bullding when
the whole structure collapsed. Twenty-
five of the patlents saved by Major
Bastido and her aide were thkeh to &
hoaplial nt Lakewood, N, J., and twenty-
five others to another institution at
Keyport. Two died on the way to the
Keyport hospital.

In the rush out of Morgan and the
surrounding towns horses, dogn
other pets and animals were forgotten,
Late yesterday, an old man struggled
nto an emergency headquarters of the
Med Cross and told Mra. William F.
Beven, wife of Major Beven, who ia In
France, that his ble filled with hormes
had not been visiled by any one since
the hight before and that the horses
had gone ynfed.

Animal Vietims Cared For

Mrs. Beven procured her own auto-
moblle, loaded it with feed and four
husky sailors and entéred the explosion
sone. Bhells still were screaming over-
head and dropping all about, but the
horses were rounded up and fed. The
stable had been rased, but the freed
horses were found In noarby felds. A
iittle later the Red Cross contingent
working In that vieinlty organized what
was called an animal refugee commit-
i@ and the workers fed eovery four
legred croature that could be found

Perhaps the most picturssque incident
of the whole series that markesd the hours
Immediately following the bigwest of the
explosions cocurred just after § o'clock
yesterday morning. Hundreds of fam-
\ltes still ware flesing {rom South Amboy
and the nearby towns, panic atricken
at the report then being circulated that
an exploslon was about to occur which
would raze everything within a radius
of twenty-five miles.

The bridge between Morgan and South
Amboy was crowded with refugkes on

elr way toward Perth Amboy. A flash
righter than nll those that had pre-
coded It lighted up the aky. The fol-
lowing mlare grew brighter. A mmall
ring arose in the ocentre of the flare
of light and enlarged rapldly. It ex-
tended upward and outward, arched like
a rainbow, but thinner and more nearly
completing & clrcle,

Those on the bridge threw themselves
fiat on their faces and waited. They
fenred It was the anticipated major ex-
plosion and every one of them expocted
the bridge would be blown to atoms
There were hundreds of men, women
and children  there, face downward,
every one expecting death.

Bridge ftands; Handreds Escape.

Then the concussion happened. The
bridge shook viclently. Tis terrifiad oc-
cupants =scrsamed In terror. But the

bridge held. The force of the explosion
seemed to be upward and in & few mo-
ments the stream of terrified refugees
was struggling again along the way to
safely.

A transport set Private Frank Shamy
of the Thirtieth United Btates Infantry
back on American soll two weeks ago,
Ha lost both his eyea In the fighting st
Chatean Thierry. He was In the rear
room of the Packer House. at South
Amboy Friday night when the first hx-
plosion occurred. He waw via'ting 2
friend thers, having gone to Bouth Am-
boy from his home at South River. N I,

He heard the terrible ronrs of thé ax-
plasiona, but saw nothing. He sat qul.
etly, apparently caring little for the dan-
ger. when men rushed into the piace and
startad to carry him to safely, He pro-
ented, and demanded to know what had
hacome of “Kitten.” “Kitten,” it turned
out Iater, was a little girl, the datghter
st the friend the blind soldier was viait-
Ing

*“1 was trying t@ belp them some,”
Private Shamy explained to his would-
ho rescuers, “but they wouldy't lot me

They thought It was less dangerous here
and made me stay. Can't you boys take

me outside, where I may help a little”
8111 protesting the blind hero was led

OUTRANKS PREYIOUS

JBRSEY DISASTERS

Morgan Blowup Recalls Black
Tom and Kingsland
Explosions.

BOTH SHOOK NEW YORK

Former Broke Windows Here
as Far Nori_',h as B4th
Street.

The series of exploalons which began
at the shell loading plant of T. A. Gillea-
ple & Co. at Morgan, six miles from
Perth Amboy, N. J. Friday night and
continued until yesterday marked the
third great disaster the force of which
has been felt in New York

The other explosions instantly recalled
by New Yorkers were the Black Tom
Pler and the blowing up of the Canadian
Car and Foundry plant at Kingaland, on
the Jersey meadows, The former took
place June 30, 1916, and the latter Jan:
uary 11, 1917. Thess two were the groat-
est disasters of the year, but both prob-
ably wiil be outranked In lives ]a-t. and
damage when out of the confusion and
wreckage at Morgan the results of the
disaster are accurately known.

The Gillsapie munition plant explosion
Is the thirtesnth In various munition
piants since the beginning of the War.
The tota]l monetary damage has been
tremendous and the casualties have been
numbared by the hundreds, an approxi-
nate estimate being in the nelghborhood
of 500 killed and wounded.

‘Plagk Toem Explesion Hilled Five.

LucK, tourags and discipline have al-
ways played a part In these explosiona
ar the casualties might have gone Into
thousands of lives. 1n the Black Tom
sxplosion two persons loet thelr livea
and It Is supposed that three others,
whose bodies were fi d, dled In ¢
tinn with the sxplosion. Many persons
ware more or lesa seversly Injured.

The property loss was very large. One
hundred and sixty-one freight cars were
destroyed; the bodies of thirty-four
nther cars were ruined and elghty-four
other freight cars were damaged. Thou.
sands of windows In New TYork city,
Jersey Clty and Ellls and Bedloes lsl-
ands wers broken.

In New York ecity such damage ex-
tended as far north as Thirty-fourth
street, four anfl three-gquarters miles
from the sesne of the explosion. Struc-
tural damage was done to bulldings In
Jarsey City and on Ellls and Bedloes
lalands,

The Black Tom disaster conalsted of
two explos that resulted from a fire
sturted maliciously or accidentally
among frelght cars on the terminal tracks
of the Lehigh Valley Railroad at Black
Tom awaiting transfer of their con-
tents to Gravesand Bay for export

Black Tom Is on the western shore
of the Upper Bay, New York harbor, im-
mediately back of Bedloes Island. The
space between a former faland and the
Naw Jersey ahore had been filled In.

On Black Tom was 400,000 pounds of
dry trinltrotolual (usually spoken of as
TNT) packed In wooden boxes, ecach
containing 100 pounds of exploalve. On
barges or lightars tied up to the pler or
near by were 100,000 pounds of dry
plerie acld packed in 100 pound wooden

Survivor Dazed by Shock.

A dased man crossed the reporters
path In & darkened lot and the reporter
asked him whers he had bsen when the
explosion ocourred. He sald he was at
work in what was known as Unit 8-1-1,
a machine shop of the Gillespis plant,
when the first blast went off.

“T don't know how many men ware In
there at the time™ he sald. “It was
terrihle. I fust turnmed and ran aa the
bullding collapwed, or was carried away.
I don’t know what happened to the oth-|
ars. 1 dido't see anything. I just ran
as fast aa I could.”

An aged tender of a rallroad bridgs!

He
stil! waas there at 10 o'clock yesterday
morning, His younger asslstant at the|

tridge was plerced by several of them,
but it did not collapsa.

With his red flag In his hand he stayed
on his job, without wavering. But when '
he left the place yeaterdey motning, he|
was stone deaf and remained so for!
saven hours. Ho could scarcely hear |
when ths reporter spoke to him last
night, and be was 80 dased he could do
little more than give a vague |dea of
what his experience hiud been.

"1 heard A big explosion and saw a
lot of people dash past me. That's all
1 know,” was the extent of his descrip-
tion of the terrible ordeal through which
he had passed,

In Motgan a man was found who had
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Humphreys' “Seventy-seven"
breaks up Coughs, Colds,
Influenza, Cold In the Head,

Catarrh,Sore Throat,Quinsy,
Tonsllitisand Grip, Alsll Dugglst
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Agiin Major Bastido and her company

Linking

away to safety himself.

.

packages and 26,000 detonating fuses
lp—

About 12:40 AL M, a walohman em-
ployed by tha owners of munitions to
watch oars and barges containing thelr
sxploaives notleed a fire to the westward,
Thres other watchmen and the captaln
of one of the barges were with him.

Shells Hamper Flremen.

They mads a quick examination of the
car they found burning and hurried on
to the warehouss to send in the alarm.
The Jersey City and New York city fire
departmenm responded and afforta were
made to pull out cars of explosives on
the tracks,

Meanwhilp exploding xhall and shrap-
nel fell among the rallroad men and fire-
men. In their desire to get the cars
filled with explosives out of the way lit-
tla attention could be given to the fire
proper, which grew In Intensity, with
shells exploding In an Increasing num-
ber. These sxploding shalls also kept
ths firemen from getting close enough lo
the blaze (o use water,

The rallroad yard, known as n "dead
yard'' because of Its non-operation at
night, was squippsd with fire hydrants,
high pressurs pumps, water mains and
storage tanks with a capacity of 250,000
mallons of water, but the pressnce of ex-
plosives and fiying shells prevented the
Jersey City fremen and rallroad em-
ployees from getting a line of hose to the
pler, -

While attempla wera belng made to
uncouple and pull cars of explosives
away ‘and cut barges loose the frst ex-
plosion took place at 2:08, followed thir-
ty-two minutes later by n second not so
violent as the first one

The first exploaion for a time disor-
ganized the work among the switch
arewns, some of whom were seriously in-
jured, but the yardmen under the yard-
manster reorganined and ten or fAfteen
minutes after the first ‘explosion had
four or flve engines In operation.

The second explosion, at 2:40, was
about one-Nfth as vioclent as the frst
one, which threw to the ground onlook-
ers who were & mile away.

The courage of a telephone glrl, Toes-
sle McNamara, coupled with Initiative
of a high order, kept down tha toll of
death In the Kingaland disaster, From
her window she saw a wisp of amoke
curling from the eaves of a building iIn
the Canadian Car and Foundry plant
known as No, 30. She knew No, 30 con-
tained several hundred gallons of gaso-
lene used for cleaning and polishing high
explosive ashells stuffed with TNT, and
she realized the significance of amoke
In that bullding,

Plugging connections with thirty-six
bulldings as rapldly as It was: humanly
possible to do, Tennle rafd as briefly as
pomssible: “Fire in shed thirty—sure to
reach shell cars on side track—don't
walt & second—get the men out!"

Shell Goes Through Window.

Wirile ahe was telephoning shed thirty

bubst Into flames and men rushed dut
making for the blg gate on the Rldge
road, -
Meanwhile the disaster was develo] 'n,
about her. Instead of making a gquick
getawhy like the thousands she had
warned, she kept plugging In, for thera
were still & number of bulldings to be
heard from,

From her window she could see the
fire grow in volume. It reached the cars
loaded with TNT In bulk and the stuff
began to go off like fArecrackers. Tha
flames wore being carrled to shed 28,
where there were 75,000 shellr packed,
but she kept plugging In, Before shoe
could fnish the work one tremendous
roar was heard, the force of which
reached even to New York city,

Then s shell tore through the window,
but she finished the last of her calls,
gotting 1,400 men oul of danger and
started for the door. When she struck
the alr she fainted. M. D. McArthur,
chlef of the company's fire department,
found her unconsclious en the ground
and saved her life by carrying her to
his automobile and taking her out of
danger.

When the fire and explosion at Kings-
land were over the peopla went back to
shell riddled homes. The property loss
was estimated at 316,760,000, of which
$13,750,000 was a total loss. That no
lives were lost w due to the herolam
of the girl at the switchboard.
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' Every Bond
You Buy

Is a Bond

Home and Country

It is an inspiriting note of music heartening
our boys’ march to Berlin.
It will help clothe them, feed them and arm
them.
It will make lighter their sacrifices and re-
«double their might.
It will give them courage in danger and min-
ister comfort in trouble.
It will protect them in health and nurse them
in sickness.

But Every Bond You Buy

is a note of inspiration to yourself.
It makes you a participator in sacrifice and
courage in pride of country and fruits of victory.

It gives youdirect personal interest in the suc-
cessful issues of the war,
It interests you in the economics of govern-
ment and the kind of men that govern.
It makes you a stockholder in the largest—the
soundest—and safest corporation in the world.
It pays you a profitable interest for the money
you lend and teaches the benefits of saving,
When your principal is returned the money
will probably buy twice what it will to-day.

- You can’t afford not to buy Liberty Bonds

to Your Utmost Limit

The Sterling Piano co.
STERLING BUILDING

518,420 Fulten 8i., Cor. Manover Place, Brookiyn, N. Y.
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