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WRECKED TOWN

NOW DESERTED

I, Amboy Villagors Flock to
Neighboring' Places Where

"Welcome Awaite .TJiem,.

BRAVE IN THEIR MISERY

Bed Cross and Y.li. 0. A.

jOivo Splendid Emergency
Service to Refugees.

Or.e old man. who rerused to be
budKl. anil Chief of Police MacDonald
vtie the only Inhabitant of South Am-(- or

.who remained In the wrecked villas
.liit night. Before the dreary twilight

the rrav uniformed girls of the Red
g I Cfcsi Motor Corps had whliked away

l-

ilt

the last of. the bewildered, homeless
people, and the town that sot the wont

the fearrql explosion at Morgan waa
deserted village Indeed.
But' through the roada. and flelda

ivjjywnere toward Perth Amboy and
Woodbrldge and Elisabeth and the other
communities that lie thick In that
put of New Jersey trickled streams of

"human misery mothers and fathers,
dele babies, frightened children clutching

iiUU'more frightened dogs, old, old peo-

ple tottering along, all with the same
4ued expressions on their faces, as

p. iztj scarcely WW. &mu mk- -

great noise, great glare, the
upon them and then

they were upon the streets, parents
separated from children, wives from hus--

.Httiln Mnfmtnn anil horror.Clll JW""B
w All 'the horrors oX war were there. In- -
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Mta, except, uio wu w.......
soldiers. But In Vho minds of all who
could gather their wlU together hung
toe same black cloud of certainty that
the enemy had caused this disaster.
Norm could explain why, but "this thing
was 'all planned' out," was what one
board everywhere.

Ited Cross Mobilises Quickly.
The training American women and

rota have had' ,In war work had a
iw.r-- to show Its mettle yesterday, and
nobly It stood the test. The AUantlc
division ot tne JQ jtoss hwouiku an
Its forces Immediately, upontha news
ef the, exDloalori. and early' In the after
noon twenty-fiv-e ambulances., carrying
doctors, nurses and 'workers w,ent from
New York. . Newark Bea cross sen. an
other twenty-fiv- e ambulances, and a
hadauartera was. established In the
Board of .Tirade Building; on Smith
ttrett. Perth Amboy. But that tells a
umaii nart of the tale of mercy.

It seemed ,as If every woman who
could drive a car was on the spot, carryi-
ng refugees, feeding refugees, trying to
comfort and airect me scarea people.

Of course every T. M. C. A. building.
irv church and armory and city hall
rithln miles around waa opened to take

In the 7.000 homeless people, (o say nothi-
ng of many private homes. But It wis
io easy- - thing' to, 'gather,' them In. No
one will ever' know how many slept jaut
In the cold woods last night. u
couldn't ride three rods anywlysre In the
outskirts of the own without seeing
desolate parties on lawns and In fields.
And in lone as davllxht .lasted most of
them walked. Just walked,, seeking' miss-
ing relatives or walked, they didn't
Itnow why, refusing offers of help, dimly
hoping they would be allowed . to go
back to their wrecked homes. .

Up and down Smith street. In Perth
Amboy. wandered a decent looking
woman of middle age, leading by the
right hand her father, past 70, and by
the left hand a' feeble, 'tottering mother.
The strained look on their faces caught
the attention of a Motor Corps girl, and
the stopped her car, already loaded with
refugees, to ask them if she couldn't take
them somewhere to rest. The woman
said their name was Leonard and they
were from South Amboy,

Reek Their Missing; Soldier.
"But we've got to find my brothor,"

he Insisted. "He's a soldier and he had
leave from Camp Dlx. He waa sick last
ught, very sick, and when the explosion

came and the' doors were blown In. and
the windows, and' we all got cut, we
thought the world was at .an end and

hcn I come to my. senses my brother
was Rone."

"Come." said the girl motorist sooth- -
"oome and let us put your father

d mother where they can rest and get
some coffee and then your brother will
be found. Surely ho can go back to
Camp Dlx."

Obstinately the old people and ' the
Hater shook their heads. "Frank didn't
have his pass to go back to camp, he's
lot to get it from the doctor," they,
trged. And then they stumbled on,
veary, hungry, slipping on the piles of
shattered glass, peering Into the face of
very uniformed man In the hope that

It might bo Soldier Frank.
Then there was Sarah Boyce and her

Iot Liberty bonds. A lone woman Is
wrah and she worked In the Hercules
Powder factory. With the savings from
her wages she had bought five 150 bonds.
And she knows she will never
Me them again.

She was tramping slowly along Smith
"rwt, dead tired, a plain woman with
JorK marked hands, and to the Bed
Crow gti who Invited her to go to the

V" headquarters and get coffee' she
turned a deaf ear.

All l got gone, all 1 got gone!" she
Jas muttering over and over. "My

' Just had two rooms near the muni- -
"on hut everything I had was there.
And my five bonds that I scrimped so
? buy in the bureau drawer. And

'ley didn't give me no time to get them,
and here I am with only the clothes on
"'J uacK."

"Tho soldiers will save the bonds."
m one told her, but she plodded on.

with hopeless misery In her faded eyes.
"All gone, all gone!" she was repeat-'- g

in her dull monotone as she drifted
rem sight

III'mt Heavy to the Sick.
. But worse, 'losses vthan that there were.

'owns of the size of the wrecked
villagesi

there are always sick people
H Friday night's experiences there
're not Eood for tha sick. One Italian

J"n and wife whose name could not
learned had two children very 111

wnn Influenza. They hadn't much
W'ney but what they had tbey carried

of their wrecked home with the
o sick children.

vWlth their little roll of money they
'ed a taxlcab and started toward

Newark and a hospital. On the way the
Wver heard a wall from the body of the
Jb one nf the children' had died In
"T mother s arms.

rwo women gave birth to babies In
"i opn field, where they had dropped.
J exhausted to walk further. The
JJjbaod of ono of the women loaded his
"UC Anil nru Ytn i m K. nrt n isrhul.' tivn vuwi veil imu fv uir

barrow, from which he dumped the few
household belongings he had been able
to save when the soldiers ordered the
people out from the wrecked houses of
South Amboy, and valiantly started. to
wheel his family toward shelter and

Imedlcal attention. Fortunately they
wero soon picked up by an ambulance.

Lost Pour Children In Woods.
One woman, clutching a child In either

hand, told the Red Cross people at head-
quarters that .she had lost her four other
children "In the woods." Dared, almost
wild .with anxiety, "In the woods" was
the most definite description she could
give of the place where they became
separated. A man who said his rtame
was William Jones was frantically be-
seeching everybody to take him back to
South Amboy, "where my two horses
have Been since 'early morning, i with
nothing to eat and no one to take care of
them." '

Murray Rosenbaum, who waa working
the 4 to 12 shift as timekeeper for the
unit directly opposite the one In which
the explosion 'occurred, said It was a
fearful' thing tq see the horses of the
construction men dashing away, driver-les- s

wagons behind them, the Door
things mad with fright, bound for
heaven knows where, Rosenbaum, by
the way, had experience, out
of which he came unharmed. He saw
the first flash and heard the exnloslon
and then In the twinkling 'of an eye he
was on nls back-o- the floor, with the
table at which he was working upside
down over him. His room was wrecked
when he got to It, but as his home Is In
New York he didn't lose much.

Friahtened Animals Blink Ahont.
"Ah, what's tho use ot being afraid?"

he said. "But lqok here, I know a Ger-
man done that. We're too good to the
Germans In this country; we don't
watch 'em close enough."

Yes, the horses in that region were
badly frlghteried.. and so were all other
dtimb animals. Dogs and cats slunk,
furtively around, knowing with that
wonderful sixth sense of theirs that
something' was wrong. ' And It seemed
as it every refugee lugged along a
trembling dog or cat.

One little woman In black came Into
tho Y. M. C. A. building In Pertn
Arnboy with a small boy who led a
tlt.y, trembling mongrel. She said her
name was Mrs. Ellamos and her hus-
band, was employed in the powder
works. They, lived less than half a
mllo from the Qlllekple plant and every-
thing cn their house that could be blovnt
from Its moorings was smashed In upon
them. But they saved their dog', und
t'to f.mall boy hugged It fondly, giving
It bites of the sandwich a. kind Y.W.
C A. woman gave him.

Bjt the little woman In black cou'dn't
ent. "I'm too pnxious about my hus-
band. I haven't Been him and ( tie war
In the powder works." she murmured.

At 3 o'clock In the afternoon the Y. M.
C. A. In Perth Amboy had fed S00 peo-
ple. Sixty-fiv- e refugees slept In the
building Friday night, and last night 150
cots from Trenton, placed In every nook
and corner ot the rooms, helped as many
homeless people.

Scene One ot Terror Bat Beauty.
"Friday 'night was a. night 'of hell."

said Mrs. Charles Segulne, who was
waiting 'on the refugees who crowded
Into the' "Y" shelter, while her husband
was out on duty with the State Militia,
"A night of hell,' she repeated, "and It
Isn't swearing to say that Our home Is
on the bluff; I had a clear view of the
flames. Horrible as It was, the're was a
dreadful beauty In It Every kind ot
txptoslve made a different color' the
TNT mado a color I can't describe. It
was unearthly, but wonderful.

"There would be a burst of flame, a
sword of flame darting up Into the heav-
ens, and then-r-- J timed It with my watch

fifteen 'seconds after would
come the concussion. And when It "came
you fell to the ground ; It seemed as It
you couldn't live. The walls ot my house,
which are wood, bent six. Inches from
the perpendicular, and then came back.
It Jieems lmposslbie, but they did."

Mrs. Segulno said that truckloads ot
food had been sent to the "Y" from
Westfleld. that Borden's had sent milk.
that every one was giving lavishly. Even
as she spoke' a prosperous looking cltlsen
rushed up, demanding, "Do you want
Jam? My wife wants to send Jam."

Send It along," said Mrs. Segulne, and
the prosperous one disappeared, calling
back that it would be there In ten mln-- r

utes.
The little grounds around the Grace

tutheran Church, opposite the "Y,"
were full all day of drooping, homeless
people. And an Instance ot how the
feeling for the amenities never deserts
some women, a middle-age- d daughter

found carefully' combing her old
mother's hair with her fingers and try-
ing to do It Up neatly again.

AH Lost, bat Still Cheerfnl.
"Tho dressing Is the worst," she said.

"Yes, our home Is wrecked and I don't
know as we can ever go back to It but
we wouldn t mlna so much If we had
some decent clothes ana a comb and a
place to fix ourselves." Close by her
sat a mother tending a babe that cried
ceaselessly and feebly. "Seek, seek, she.
Is ferry seek," murmured the mother.
bending over her.

A stalwart young man, George A.
Cooney of Henry street, South Amboy,
led. his feeble old rather Into the "Y
building and asked respectfully for a
cup ot coffee for him. The mother
dropped to a bench and stared dully
before her. "Home an gone, home all
gone," she said In a ceaseless refrain.
But others were more cheerful. One
woman said though her eyes filled with
tears, in tne saying: "wen, we ought to
be thankful that our lives were, caved."

"Yes," said a frail young mother, who
held a babe with curly red hair and kept
three other children from wandering too
far, "my house Is so that I guess we
can't ever go back, but I'm thankful we
were all saved."

Woman of OO Iteaened.
The thing that struck one was the

great number of old persons In the
crowds of refugees. And when It was
supposed that every one was out of the
danger zone two young men camo into
Red Cross headauarters In the Board ot
Trade Building half leading, half sup
porting, a woman half blind and look
ing nearly ninety. She was Mrs. Mary
Lawton, and she was round in a wrecxea
house In South Amboy from which It
was thought every one had gone. Her
son la a mall carrier, and no one knew
where he' was In the contusion. The
poor old woman sank Into the chair thoy
gave her, ana we painos oi u uiita
a trembling smile to the Red Cross girl
that tended' her, ''You re very xina,
rtAsrle." she auavered.

The fiist or tnose xauen irom crauin
Amboy were Daniel Applegate and Mrs.
James Glfgro, who were fund cower-
ing on the porch of a house from which
the doors had been blown. In which the
windows and furniture wero totally de-

stroyed. Bo great, was the force ot the
concussion that a door that was locked
and which had a heavy piece ot furni-
ture before it Just blew out into the
middle ot the room, piece of furniture
and all. The trembling old people were
hurried away to a place of safety:

Curiously, In spite of the danger, In
spite of the fact that the outhorttles
declared that another and much worse
explosion was expected In- - the evening
from a tank of TiT 'larger than any
exploded yet, the people, many of them,
went unwillingly from their homes. "I
was a fool to let them make me leave,"
muttered ono man as he stood aimlessly
on the streets in Perth Amboy. "I want
tn no . back." Others begged the Red
Cross to care for their children so' they

"could go back te work neitt morning.
Sure the plant'U bo working in the morn
ing," they said confidently.

Chief Misses Ills Family.,
It was a busy day for Chief MacDon-

ald ot the South Amboy police force, but
at o'clock In the afternoon h'e was still
smiling, though worried about his fam-
ily. "I'd give IS If I knew where they
were," he .said, gaxlng on tht'. disman-
tled tables out In a park where the peo-
ple were fed before leaving for Perth
Amboy. "Yes, ma'am, 2s. Well. I've
had a long day. When one of the ex-
plosions came, about S this, morning, I
was making t bffee for about 100 'people
that had gathered In a building over
there, and the big crash came. Well, It
knocked nie over,', and when I got up and
turned 'around to give what Was left of
the coffee to the folks, danged If there
was One ot them there! They Just
melted. .

"Welt. I went home to git'my uniform
on I'd gone out without many clothes,
being In a hurryand my family waa
gone, and the back door lay on the din-
ing room table. Oh, I suppose my1 fam-
ily Is all rtht but Td' give 2S' to see
thm this minute."
. Quite as cheerful as the chief' was an
old couple, man and wife, trudging along
from the "Y" in Perth Amboy tp the
Red Cross In search of their daughter
from whom they had become separated.

"Looking for the 'X'f' piped the old man
to the reporter, who felt and no doubt
looked like several kinds of refugee.
"It's right over 'there. And if you see
my daughter Jennie will you tell her
her father is looking for her? Richard
H. ewaln is my name. When the explo-
sion came, knocking everything In the
house all over us, we got out and then
I says, 'Jennie,' I says, 'you ain't got
much on. better go back and get some
clothes.' Well. I ain't seen her .since.

HJtet I'll find her-r- 1 -
, Two little girls, dancing up and down
on the "Y" steps as gleefully as if the
explosion were a huge Joke, were in
spasms of laughter over the memory of
their older sister's scant attire when
they fled from their home. .

"She didn't have anything on but, a
blouse and a sweat rand a pair of draw-
ers." they explained, "but we guess
maybe she's got something more by now.
We don't know, 'cause we've lost her."

Like Retreat From Belsjlam.
Everywhere along the streets one was

nailed by anxious men asking If one had
seen their families. "My name is Nlel-to-

and my home's on Rarltan street"
said one tall workman In a collarlesa
enirt. "Or I did have a home there;
now I'm on the street If you should
see my wife and four children, would
you 'tell them I'm around here looking
ror memr

"My name's) C. Jones, and my wife
and one child are missing," chimed In
another. "Will you please tell them I'm
looking for them If you see them?" And
then they resumed their search, up 'and
down, up and down. Of what use to ask
them to sit down or to eat with that
anxiety? x,lke the retreat from Bel.
glum It was, and it brought' home to the
workers as nothlnr else could vhii mir
aiues in Belgium and northern France
nave eunercd.

Soldiers marched' uo and down the
streets, lest something In the unpro- -

snouia do stolen, nut no-
body seemed to have anv lnelln&Mnn in
sieai. Tne police arrangements. Indeed.
wero admirable. But tho people were, as
ii soemea io iook at uiem, altogether too
dated and awed by this, great calamity
to break the law In anv wav.

One man. Oscar Rasmusmn. .ma inn
Rahway looking; like a Brirhsm Vminr.
and he might have been suspected of
wnoiesaie wire snatching If the women
hadn't been so evidently determined not
to lose him. He and his wife his one
wife and three children, were blown
out of their beds In their home at B27
uuogeway avenue. South Amboy. They

nu mey waixea, ne said, head-ing for Rahway as well as thev could.
and on tho way the twenty women at- -
laenca inemseives to the party. They
slept on the porch of a farmhouse dur-
ing the early morning, and late In th
afternoon reached Rahway, where they
wero isxen care or.

Joseph Wsgenhoffer wa routed nut
of his bed by soldiers In time to get
outside his house and see the explosion.
He hadn't much English at his command,
but he tve a fairly eloauent description
of the sight as a "knife of flame, followed
by balls of smoke, from which tongues
of fire continually darted."

Along witn him trudged Mrs. Thomas
Layton, bruised from the plaster that
had knocked her down when her home,
two mljes from the Hercules Powder
Works, was rocked by the blast.

Women Display Heroism.
Everywhere one heard tales of mar-

vellous heroism of the women workers,
some of them mere girls, who had rushed
to the call of duty. There was MarJoHe
Scales of Tottenvllle, Staten Island, for
example. Marjorle Is a yeoman, and
at 8 :30 P. M. Friday she had her auto-
mobile out carrying the wounded and
the homeless. She worked straight on
without stopping till 2 :30 the next morn-
ing among such scenes of horror as girls
In America don't often see. Once a
headless body fell at her side in the
road, but she drove straight on with her
carload or the living.

Dr. Thomas Riley was In full charge
or me rcner work. Dr. Frank Cuttln
vllle of the New York Hospital was in
cnarge or tne ambulances.

The Red Cross had eight centres In
Perth Amboy, and every public building
In the place was opened to tho refugees,
while many families responded to the
appeal nailed up in prominent places,
"Take the refugees Into your homes."

Commander D. Smiley, a woman doc-
tor, saw that the scores of Motor Corps
girls went where they were most needed.
Motor Corps girls were there from
everywhero It seemed, from every town
In Jersey within many miles, from
Richmond county, from. New York. Their
cars patrolled the three roads leading
out or AmDoy, and picked up all refu-
gees who had not hidden themselves
away behind woods and copses In their
weariness and bewilderment Many
refugees were relayed on tc Woodbrtdge,
whence Field Director Freeman sent
them to towns where they could find
shelter.

I.ate last night the Red Cross declared
It had plenty of food for every one and
places for them to sleep. It estimated
It had cared for 7,000 persons. Al
bert W. Btaub, assistant manager of tho
Atlantic division, brought down from
New York $10,000 In small bills, and
homeless ones who hod lost all their
money were give something to meet'
Immediate needs.

George W. Fllxer of McCutcheon's
drove forth In a huge truck and

food which satisfied 1,000
hungry men, women and children. Roland
Randolph of the Guaranty Trust Com
pany also was on the Job.

As darkness drow on the scene In
front of the Red Cross headquarters
was one never to be forgotten. There
were ambulances there of every kind.
Army arrfbulances. navy ambulances.
tour from the New York Hospital, some
from the Staten Island Hospital. Nearly
every hospital had sent what It could.

Gov. Edge of New Jersey took' per-
sonal direction ot the rescue work early
In the morning. He arrived from Tren
ton In Perth Amboy at the same time aw
the vanguard of machines which by his
order were commandeered from hundreds
of automoblllats. and saw to It that they
combed the roads ana neids ror ferugees.
Ho directed that nil schools' and churches
and halls In Elizabeth, Newark and other
towns should be opened to the people.

THRILLING STORIES '

TOLD B? SURYIYORS

' : : .

Like a .'European Biittjo sarid
yiedms-jlav- Shell Shdok
- and! All Its Terror..,

llESCIJEHS '
FACE DANGER

Locomotive" Engineers, Drag
Tonof'T N T Through' FJro,.
' in'IIeroic Stylo.

IJghtless, structureless, except for
here and there a stark chimney butt
sticking tip amid the debrW of the build-
ing of which It once was e part and In-

habited only by the armed soldiers pro-

tecting It from ghouls and other marau-
ders. South Amboy rested last night a
blackened canyon of death, when a re-
porter for Tub Sum rode Into the place
middled amid the tosdrur load of a
"bread car" manned' by! members of the
New Brunswick Board of Trade,, who
were serving as volunteer relief workers,

.Now and then an: unexploded shell
was touched by lire, and went oft with a
scream and flare of flame. The light
that came from such" explosions was all
that relieved the utter bUckness ot the
place, except the flickering flame from
lanterns In the hands ot the guarding
soldiers as tbey moved along their posts
and the occasional more steady flame of
campflres In what were vacant lots be-fo- re

the soldiers .converted them into
sleeping quarters,

Through all of the day and early hourr
of the night the military guard flunf
about the extreme outskirts ot the city
had prevented reporters from getting
Inside the devastated city. As the bread
car swung along'' the road it bumped
and swerved and pitched perilously.
Shell craters, like unto those that cover
the European battlefields, made the trip
in the Intense darkness U but impossi-
ble. '

,

Carrying the Bodies Away.
As the pitching automobile on Its mlsvl

sion of mercy swept past the outer guard
of soldiers a long string of other auto-
mobiles approached It from the opposite
direction. They were bound out of the
waste city, and their load waa "com-

posed ot the- bodies ot the dead Just
drawn from the still burning debris, and ,
the wounde.1, some of whom had lain
for hours whre they fell victims of the
first blast Friday night

Here and there along the road tha
'automobile passed solitary figures sit
ting crouched by the roadside, their
heads In their handa Occupants ot
tho automobile spoke to several of them.
When they answered at all It was In-

coherently, as If they could not under-
stand what was said to tnem. Further
along the road physicians treating these
Isolated wanderers explained they were
victims of shell shock as complete and
sense shattering as that suffered by sol-

diers on the actual battle fronts in
France. , i-

-

Working among tlie. ruins Tub Sow
reporter came across Chief of Police
McDonald of South Amboy. His case
was typical of fifty other men who had
worked Incessantly Inside the town from
a brief time after the first blast ot the
explosion rocked the whole district for
miles on every side ot the stricken city.
Chief McDonald said he was visiting an
1U. friend In a hospital at Perth Amboy
when" the first explosion occurred Friday
night. He left hurriedly, but the auto
mobile In which he waa travelling'
pitched Into a shell hole on the way to
South Amboy and the engine stalled.

Passing; Thronsjh Shell Fire.
Tho chauffeur climbed down to crank

It and broke his wrist. McDonald placed
the chauffeur back In the car, cranked It
himself, and drove on Into the town.
Miraculously almost the automobile
missed being hit by any of the thou-
sands of shells that so reamed on all
sides of It as It sped Into the explosion.

quickly the chier drove tne automo-
bile to his own home and placed his
terrified wife and children on an auto
mobile truck that was hurrying out ot
town with refugees that filled. It-t- o Its
utmost capacity. He has no seen his
relatives since and has not the slightest
Idea where they were taken. . Ten other
men were found whose experience was
the same and whose families where
abouts are unknown to them.

"When I entered the town," Chief Mc-

Donald said, "women were running fran-
tically through the streets. The whole
place was alight with exploding shells.
It seems a miracle how they missed
killing the panic stricken hundreds In
the 'Street Children dragged In terror
at their mothers skirts. ,

"Explosion, followed explosion rapidly.
and each new blast sent an even more
violent barrage of shells screaming In all
directions. Wa have worked ever since
then, without sleep and with very little
food, doing what we could to aid tho
Injured and to recover the bodies ot tho
dead. But the job Is not nearly fin
Ished."

Survivor Dosed by Shock.
A dazed mnn crossed the reporter's

path In a darkened (ot and the reporter
asked him whero he 'had been when tho
explosion occurred. He said he was at
work tn what was known as Unit
a machine shop of the Gillespie plant,
when the first blast went off.

"I don't know how many men were In
there at the time," he said. "It was
terrible. I Just turned and Tan as the
building collapsed, or was carried away.
I don't know what happened to the oth-
ers. I didn't see anything. I Just ran
as fast as I could."

An aged tender of a railroad bridge
In the town of Morgan was at his post
when the first explosion occurred. He
still was therd at 10 o'clock yesterday
morning. His younger assistant at the
bridge became torror stlcken and fled.
Shells poured all about the old man. The
bridge was pierced by several ot them,
but It did not collapse.

With his red flag In his hand he stayed
on his Job, without wavering. But when
he left tho place yesterday motning, he
was stone deaf and remained so for
seven hours. He could scarcely hear
when the reporter spoke to him last
night and be was so dazed he could do
little more than give a vague Idea of
what his experience had been.

"I heard k big explosion and saw a
lot ot, people dash past me. That's all
I know," was the extent of bis descrip-
tion of the terrible ordeal through which
he had passed.

In Morgan- - a man was found who had

Humphreya' "Sovonty-Bovo- n

breaks up CougHs, Colds,
Innuemza, Cold In tho Head,
Catarrh, Sore Throat, Quinsy,
Tonsllltlfl and Grip. tiQDru!it

COLDS
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Kuns through the place in the afternoon.
He said that 'he, 'had learned definitely
of the heroic act of 'several locomotive
engineers, who hauled 200 carloads of
TNT out of. the path .ot the flames amid
a veritable hall of shells of the' very
highest calibre. These men, the wit-
nesses ot their act said.' had risked their
lives more' than a hundred times, but
Stuck to the Job until the last car had
been dragged wide ot the .danger gone.
Had .those cars' exploded, aqldlera and
Others said, the . effects of the disaster
would have beer) multiplied, many fold.

In Keyport, a quarter of a.mite from
the scene of the prgcexploslon. ten big
automobile trucks'vrere aeejr.IrT the road,
way, twisted, and torn ,a,n'd utterly bei
yond repair.- Tcey;h,ad been-line- d from
behind a, 'military enclosure, thrown
many' hundreds of fsit. and wrecked. At
Cheesequake, close to Morgari, hundreds
of shrapnel shells .were found scattered
In the fields, ' Now and then, Are reached
them, as' grass burned, 'and, their steady
explosions added to the- dangers being
endured, by the soldiers and other relief
workers!

'Here the rtrength of the explosion
was more plainly .visible than in Morgan
or South Amboy even, where nearly
everything hadybeen levelled. At Cheese.,
quake trees three and even four feet In
diameter had been' cut oft clean as If
by a saw or ax. Trlephone and tele-
graph poles had been snipped oft as
though they had been umbrella ribs and
lay on the ground or awuog, suspended
by tho wires attached, to tbem.,

Fortunately the electric power In
every plant in the town had been cut
oft by the explosion and the .dangling
wires caused little or nq trouble except
as they interfered with the progress of
the relief workers. A nouse pn a hilltop
at Cheesequake had been cut off clean
at the second story, the' third story hav-
ing been blown nearly halt a mile away
to an open field. Other buildings were
toppling from the foundations,

hells Wreck Cars and Uoniei,
On a railroad siding between , South

Amboy and Cheesequake the reporter
saw a line of loaded coal cars. A high
calibre shell struck one ot the cars and
cut It squarely In half. , Others of the
cars were punctured by shells. Not a
house or a structure In any of these
places was untouched. In 'South Amboy
schools, churches and other large build
Ings were wrecked completely. There
Isn't a store In the place 'out of which
the front had not been blown.

On the outskirts of Keyport stood the
famous Ye Olde Spye Inn, where tradi-
tion says that In Revolutionary days
two spies were caught and hung. Part
of It waa built In 1611, but It fell be-

fore the devastating force of the explo-
sion. It was a favorite stooping place
for automoblllsts on their way to New
Jersey coast waterlns Dlaces.

In all of these towns and even as far
away as New Brunswick, N. J residents
were sleeping last 'night on lawns In
fear that other explosions would add' to
the destruction and loss ot lite. This
was especially true along the shores of
Rarltan nay, wnere tne Diingaiow coi
onles were almost entirely wiped out

Major Helen Bastldo ot the Women's
Motor Corps was on her way to this
city from Deal Beach, N. J., Friday
night, and the train on which she was
travelling had Just left Morgan when
the Initial explosion occurred. Major
Bastldo left the train and ran to the
scene of the blowup.

For the next hour Major Bastldo and
a group of other volunteer workers
helped In carrying the dead and Injured
from the ruined buildings. Shells
screamed overhead and every workman
and official the volunteers met warned
them ot the danger of other explosives.
They disregarded the element of per
sonal risk, however, and stuck to their
task.

Finally they had carried fifty Injurod
persons Into an emergency hospital,
never before used. Inside the grounds of
the shell loading plant The place lit
equipped for Just suoh purpose. But the
building was shaken violently and parts
of It were torn loose under the terrific
force of the second explosion.

Again Major Bastldo and her company

of volunteers, several of whom wero,
women, set to work.t They carried theli1
wounded out of the building and to
more sheltered quarters by the open
roadsides, where the only danger was
from' the hundreds of dropping shells.

The last Patient had Just' been re
moved from the hospital building when
the whole structure collapsed. Twenty
five ot tho patients saved by Major
Bastldo and 'her aids were 'taken to a
hospital at Lakewood, N. J., and twenty
Ave others to another institution at
Keyport. Two .died on the, way ,to, the
Keyport hospital

In the .rush out of .Morgan ana the
surrounding 'towns horses, dogs and
other pets and animals were forgotten.
Late yesterday an. old man struggled
Into on emergency headquarters of the
Red. Cross and told Mrs. William F.
Seven,, wife of Major Beven, .who la. In
France, that his stable filled with horses
had" not been visited' by any one since
the night before- - and that the horses
had gone unfed.

Animal Victims 'Cared' For.
MTs. Beven procured her Own auto

mobile, loaded It 'with feed and four
husky sailors and entered the explosion
zone. Shells still were screaming over
head and dropping all about, but tho
horses were rounded un and' fed. The
stable 'had bejen razed, but the freed
horses were found In nearby Melds. A
little later the Red Cross contingent
working In that vicinity organized what
was called an animal refugee commit
tee nnd the" workers fed every four
legged creature that could be found.

Perhaps the most picturesque incident
of the whole series that marked the hours
Immediately following the biggest of the
explosions occurred Just after E o'clock
yesterday morning. Hundreds of fam-
ilies still were fleeing from South Amboy
and the nearby towns, panic stricken
at the report then being circulated that
an explosion was about to occur which
would raze everything within a radius
Of twenty-fiv- e miles.

The brldce between Morgan and South
Amboy was crowded with refugees on
their way toward Perth Amboy. A flash
brighter than nil those that had pre-
ceded It lighted up tho sky. The fol-
lowing glare grew brighter. A small
ring arose In the centre or tne nare
of light and enlarged rapidly. It ex-

tended upward and outward, arched like
a rainbow, but thinner and more nearly
completing a circle.

Those on the hrldge tnrew inemseives
flat on their faces and waited. They
feared It was the' anticipated major ex-

plosion and every one of them expected
the bridge would be mown to atoms.
There were hundreds or men, women
and children there, face downward,
every ono expecting death.

BrldKe Stands Hundreds Escape.
Then the concussion hnppened. The

bridge shook violently. Its terrified oc-

cupants screamed In terror. But the
bridge held. Tho force of tho explosion
seemed to ht upward and In a few mo-

ments the stream of terrified refugees
was struggling again along the way to
safety.

A transport ect Private Frank Shamy
of the Thirtieth United ptates Infantry
back on" American soil two weeks ago.
He lost both his eyes In the fighting at
Chateau Thierry. He was In the ronr
room of the Packer Housol at South
Amboy Friday night when the flrt Ex-

plosion occurred. He was vls'tlng a
friend there, having gone to South Am-

boy from his home at South River, N. J.
He heard the terrible roars ot the" ex-

plosions, but saw nothing. He sat qui-

etly, apparently caring little for the dan
ner. when men rushed Into the place and
started to carry him to safety. He pro-'estr-d,

and demanded to know what had
huoome of "Kitten." "Kitten." It turned
out later, was a little girl, the daughter
of the friend the bjlnd soldier was vmi
Ing.

"I was trying tt help them some,
Private Shamy explained to his would
ho rescuers, "but they wouldn't let mc.
They thought It was less dangerous hero
and made me stay, can't you Doys lane
me outside, whero I may help a little?"

Still protesting the blind hero was led
away to safety himself.

Every Bond
You Buy

Is a
Linking Home

OUTRANKS PREVIOUS

JERSEY DISASTERS

Morgan Blowup Recalls .Black
- Tom and Kingslaiid

Explosions.

both Shook new york

Former Broko Windows Horc

as Far North as 84th
Street.

The series of explosions which began
at the shell loading plant of T. A Gilles

pie ft, Co. at Morgan, six miles from
Perth Amboy. N, J.. Friday night and
continued until yesterday marked the
third great disaster the force of which
has been felt In New York.

The other explosions Instantly recalled
by New Yorkers were the Black Tom
Pier and the blowing up of the Canadian
Car and Foundry plant at Klngsland, on

the Jersey meadows. The former took
place June JO, 1916. and the latter Jan-

uary 11, 1917. .These two were the great-

est disasters of the year, but both prob-

ably will be outranked In lives lost and
damage when out of the confusion and
wreckage at Morgan the results of the
disaster are accurately known.

The Gillespie munition plant explosion
Is the thirteenth In various munition
plants since the beginning of the war.
The total monetary damage has been
tremendous nnd the casualties have been
numbered by the hundreds, an approxi-

mate esttmate being in the neighborhood
of S00 killed nnd wounded.

Ulaclc Tom Bxploslon Killed Five.
Lucir, courage and discipline have al-

ways played a part In these explosions
or the casualties might have gone Into
thousands of lives. In the Black Tom
txploslon two persons lost their lives
and It Is supposed that three others,
whose bodies were found, died In connec-
tion with the explosion. Many persons
were more or less severely Injured.

The property loss was very large. One
hundred and sixty-on- e freight cars were
destroyed; the bodies of thirty-fou- r

other cars were ruined and eighty-fou- r
other freight cars were damaged. Thou-san-

of windows In New York city,
Jersey City and Ellis and Bedloes Isl-

ands were broken.
In New York city such damage ex-

tended as far north as Thirty-fourt- h

street, four and three-quarte- rs miles
from the scene of the explosion. Struc-
tural damage was done to buildings In
Jersey City and on Ellis and Bedloes
Islands.

Tho Black Tom disaster consisted of
two explosions that resulted from a fire
started ' maliciously or accidentally
among'frelght cars on the terminal tracks
of the Lehigh Valley Railroad at Black
Tom awaiting transfer of their con
tents to Qravesend Bay for export

Black Tom Is on the western shore
of the Upper Bay, New York harbor, Im-

mediately back of Bedloes Island. The
space between a former Island and the
New Jersey shore had been filled In.

On Black Tom was 400,000 pounds of
dry trinitrotoluol (usually spoken of as
TNT) packed In wooden boxes, each
containing 100 pounds of explosive. On
barges or lighters tied up to the pier or
near by were 100,000 pounds of dry
picric acid packed In 100 pound wooden
packages and 25,000 detonating fuses.

Bond

About 12:40 A M. a watchman em-
ployed by the owners of munitions to
watch cars and barges containing their
explosives noticed a fire to the westward.
Three other watchmen and the captain
or one of the barges were with him.

Sheila .Hamper Firemen.
They made a quick examination of the

car they found 'burning and hurried on
to the warehouse to send in the alarm.
The Jersey- - City and New York city fire
departments responded and efforts wero
made to pull out cars of explosives on
the tracks.

Meanwhile erplodlng shell and shrap-
nel fell amOng.the railroad men and fire-
men. In their desire to get the cars
filled, with explosives out of the way lit-
tle attention could bo given to tho fire
proper, whloh grew In Intensity, with
shells exploding In an Increasing num-
ber. These exploding shells, also kept
the firemen from getting close enough to
the blaze to use water.

The railroad yard, known as a "dead
yard" because' of Its at
night, was equipped with Are hydrants,
high pressure pumps, water mains and
storage tanks with a capacity ot 250,000
gallons of water, but the presence of ex-
plosives and flying shells prevented the

and Country

Jersey City firemen and railroad em-
ployees from getting a line of hose to the
pier,

While attempts were being made to
uncouple and pull cars of explosives
away 'and cut barges loose the first ex-

plosion took place at 2:08, followed thtr-ty-t-

minutes later by a second not so
violent as the first one.

The first explosion for a time disor-
ganized the work among the switch
crews, some of whom were seriously In-

jured, but the yardmen under the yard- -
master reorganized and ten or fifteen
minutes after the first explosion had
tour or five engines In operation.

The second explosion, at 2:40, waa
about one-fift- h as violent as the first
one, which threw to the ground onlook-
ers who were a mile away.

The courage of a telephone girl. Tea
zle McNamara, coupled with Initiative
of a high order, kept down the toll of
death In the Klngsland disaster. From
her window she saw a wisp of smoke
curling from the eaves of a building In
the Canadian' Car and Foundry plant
known as No. 30. She knew No. 30 con )

talned several hundred gallons of gaso-
lene used for cleaning1 and polishing high
explosive shells stuffed with TNT, and
she realized the significance of smoke
In that building.

Plugging connections with thirty-si- x

buildings as rapidly as It was I humanly
possible to do, Tessle raid as briefly as
possible: "Fire In shed thirty sure to
reach shell cars on side track don't
wait a second get the men out!"

dhell Goes Through Window.
While she was telephoning shed thirty

bust Into flames and men rushed Out
making tor the big gate on the Ridge
road.

Meanwhile the disaster was develoi ,na
about her. Instead of making a quick
getaway like the thousands she had
warned, she kept plugging In, for there
were still a number of buildings to be .

heard from.
From her window she could see the

fire grow In volume. It reached the cars
loaded with TNT In bulk and the stuff
began to go off like firecrackers. Tho
flames were being carried to shed 2S,
where there were 75,000 shells packed,
but she kept plugging In. Before sho
could finish the work one tremendous
roar waa heard, the force of which
reached even to New York city.

Then a shell tore through the window,
but she finished the last of her calls,
getting 1,400 men out of danger and
started for the door. When she struck
th'e air she fainted. M. D. McArthur,
chief of the company's fire department,
found her unconseiouskon the ground
and saved her lifo by carrying her tn
his automobile and taking ber out of
danger.

When the fire and explosion at Kings-lan- d

were over the people went back to
shell riddled homes. The prorty loss
was estimated at 116, 750. 000, of vyhich
$13,750,000 was a total loss. That no
lives were lost was due to tho heroism
ot the girl at the switchboard.

It is an inspiriting note of music heartening
our boys' march to Berlin.

It will help clothe them, feed them and arm
them.

It will make lighter their sacrifices and re-

double their might.
It will give them courage in danger and min-

ister comfort in trouble.
It will protect them in health and nurse them

. in sickness.

But Every Bond You Buy
is a note of inspiration to yourself.

It makes you a participator in sacrifice and
courage in pride of country and fruits of victory.

It gives you direct personal interest in the suc-
cessful issues of the war.

It interests you in the economics of govern-
ment and the kind of men that govern.

It makes you a stockholder in the largest the
soundest and safest corporation in the world.

It pays you, a profitable interest for the money
you lend and teaches the benefits of saving.

When youi principal is returned the money
will probably buy twice what it will to-da- y.

You carM dfford not to buy Liberty Bonds,
to Your Utmost Limit

The Sterling Piano Co.
STERLING BUILDING -

.
CIS2 Fulton 81., Cor. Hanover Place, Brooklyn, N. T.
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