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onoday In which
ubscrlptlons pay bo made to tho

jfemrth Liberty Loan. When this day
closes, the opportunity to do a pa-

triotic duty will hnvc passed, and
flay individual who has failed' to ll

himself among tho original own-- m

of Liberty bonds of tho fourth
Jfsuo will bo forever deprived of the
panco to wrlto his noma on their

of honor.
tBteris Inconceivable that; any per-

son resident In the United States and
Assessed of sanity should bo Ig-

norant at this liour of the necessity

flf subscribing to the loan, or of the
Jfersonal benefits tobc derived from
jlrtlclpation In this great llnnuclal
transaction. The appeals that havo
been uttered by official ami unofficial
promoters of the loan have been so'
varied In character that whatever a
person's disposition he must hare
:been attacked at least once on his roost
wisceptlble side. For the grave and
studious thero have been grave, well
studied explanations; for the emo-

tional, effective appeals to their scnsl-.bllltle- s;

for the frivolous, humorous
and witty Interpretations of tho needs
of tho country. Behind every solici-

tation, however s couched, has
Been the solid, unshakable determi-
nation of America to make good Its

pprds by its deeds, to use, force
without stint in the struggle for 11b-ert-

and to devote to the fight for
.freedom all Us resources and 'all its
power of wealth, of material and of
manhood.

Under the existing circumstances
It will hereafter be Impossible for
,tc reasonable creature to reach any
tflher conclusion than that any per-eo- n

who In this crucial hour for the
nation and tho world refrained from
ihuylng the bonds of tho United
States to the full limit of his or her
xesources did so with completo knowl-

edge of the situation. No plea of
Ignorance, no excuse of lack of op-

portunity, can be accepted. The fact
of will bo Indict-

ment and condemnation

uKltcfeln and American Business.
Among the various amendments

considered by tho Senate Finance
dommlttce in Its revision of
"EncuiN's revenue measure an im-

portant one has to do with business
;lfcscs. The committee proposesthat
.mich losses sustained in previous
rears may be deducted from net in-

come for this taxablo year. If the
losses are In excess of the net Income,
the excess may be allowed as a de-

duction In computing the net Income
for the succeeding tuxuble year. For
losses not previously allowed there
may bo a Treasury refund.
Jlf the foregoing is Jnat for regular

biisiness, and It Is, itcan be no lets Just
In matters not classed n regular
ibUslness. One of the most Indefensi
ble features of the existing rovenue
.net is the disregard of loses sus-

tained not In regular business. Thero
ate men so deeply In earnest about
subscribing for Liberty bonds that
they have sold securities at a loss
to lend tho proceeds to tlio Govern-

ment. There ore men who have done
this with real estate. But, aside and
njjiart from such patriotic mdtlves
and actions, thero never ought to be
oji the statute books of our country a
revenue law that can mako anybody
pay taxes on un apparent net Incomo
when, as a matter of fact, ho had
no net income nt all.

As tho existing luw stauds, and as
those who executo Reinterpret Its
i)ranlng, n man may havo set out to
buy for himself nnd his family a
home; ho may have paid down 11 lit-ll- o

money nnd put a mortgage on the
property for the rest of the purchase
price; for years he may havo saved
to pay Interest and taxes and mako
email payments on the mortgage; the
yjjir or some other condition unfavor-
able to him mny havo compelled him
to default on his Interest; he may
have hud his mortgage called, as
many a man lu this war has had his
mortgage called, and mny hnvc been
unable to meet It; be may have hail
')ils home taken away from him un-'d-

foreeliwiire prowdlntrs ; lie mny
have lost everything he had put into
)t. And yet, ns the revenue law anil

r Hlfe tax gatherers havo treated him,
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If he had nn (ncomo within tho in-- T
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pelted to pay full taxes on his full
payablo Income, although his loss of
all ho had In the world may havei
been much more than ho Income ho
received.

It Is not likely that this sort of
cruel extortion from persons who havo
becomo virtually penniless hits re-

turned a great sura of money to the
.Treasury, but whatever the sum, It Is

taken, In truth, by nothing better than
petty larceny; and petty larceny Is no
trade for any Government to ply.

One of the paragraphs of the pro-
posed Senate nmendmcnt reads :

"(b) If for any taxable year begin-
ning- after December 31, ltlt, and not
later than December 31, 1913, It ap&eara
upon the production of evidence Batlafac-tcr- y

to the Commletloner that Any tax-
payer lias auatalned a net loss, the
amount of such net loss shall, under rec- -

ulatloner preacrlbod by tho Commissioner
with the approval of tho Secretary, be
allowed u a deduction In computing the
net Incomo ot tho taxpayer for the suc-

ceeding taxable year."

That paragraph, however, docs not
seem to apply to cases tuch as we
havo mentioned. From tho context of
tho descriptive sentence nt the head of
thewholo section 203 it seems to
apply only to tho operation of any
business "regularly carried on" by the
taxpayer. But why lu plain justice
and In common decency should It not
apply to tho man that sells Us homo
at a loss, or has It taken awayfrom
him, or to the man that sells nt a loss
nnvtlilni? rpnrpsntlne. nerhnns. the
savings of a Ufetimc, to buy Liberty
bonds?

The members of tho Senate, the
members of tho whole Congress,
should not fall to correct what has
been one of the meanest wrongs dis-

coverable In tho whole war revenue
legislation from beginning to end.

Correcting the Timepieces.

It has been decided not to main-

tain during the winter the false tlmo
that has been In force this summer
and on the morning of Sunday,
October 27. all tlmenlecce should lie
corrected. This process of correction
is commonly referred to ns "putting
the cloci? back one hour," but nobody
who values his watch or clock should
attempt to set the hands" back.

An Informed And Intelligent corre
spondent whoso letter we print y

In another column points out the dan- -

ger Involved in setting back tne
hands of the complex timepieces used
In recordlnir systems. Tho Injury
dono to less Intricate mechanisms by
reversing the wheels Is great. o

wntch or clock that Is worth any
thing should ever be set back; It
should bo set ahead until the desired
rectification hae been made.

Thus, on the morning of October
27, tho hands of watches and clocks
should be advanced eleven hours, cx-r- it

In the case of those timepieces
which record days as well as measure
hour nnd minutes. Such timepieces

should be stopped and started when
sixty minutes has elapsed.

By. thus setting their timepieces
eleven hours ahead or stopping them
for an hour, watch and clock owners
will escape heavy costs for repairs,
nnd maintain the Integrity of tuclr
faithful and, much abused sen-ant-

The Wax Maid or lille.
Lille Is known primarily as a great

Industrial city, but to every lover of

art outside of Germany the news

of its recapture by civilization will
at onco prompt this question :

Is the Wax Maid safo?
For Llllo has, or had, in its fine

Palais' des Beaux-Art- s one of the
noblest nnd richest collections In all
provincial France; nnd chief among

the treasures of the museum was the
wonderful "Head of a Girl" In wax
and terra cotta, by some connois-

seurs ascribed to Kaphaix, by others
believed to have come from a Boman
tomb. It Is, or was, an object unique
In Its Interest and beauty. It ranks,
or once ranked, among the great
things of tho world.

Is tho Waxen Maid of Lille safe
again In the Custody of Civilization,
or has she gone to Berlin to Join Ilcrr
Doctor Bodb?

Don't Bide to Yonr Utmost:
If he has bought bonds to his ut-

most and attended church, the' good
motorist may faro forth In his car to-

morrow with a clear consclenre. Dr.
Gabfikld, pleased with the faring of
a million barrels of gnsoleno through
tbe gaslesa Sundays of the recent past,
has repealed what was neither a stat
ute law nor an executive order, but
rather a sort of temporary common
law, mode custom In a night through
the patriotism nnd good temper of tbe
American people.

The fairness of this law by sugges
tion was sometimes questioned, but
tbo necessity of that which it aimed
at was not questioned. Some cay own
ers believed that the fairer way would
have been to shut down on pleasure
driving on weekdays, so that the hard
working motorist would not etiffer for
tbo sins of tbe weekday Joy rider; but
those owners kept their cars in the
garage. Olber owners bellevo,! that
it system of gas cards was tlw sui
table way of distributing gasolcue, for
It would limit oaph car to a email
mileage; yet these owners also obv
served tbe Government s suggestion as
If violation were treason. .The gasless
Sundays produced, as Tin: Sun has
remarked, the finest exhibition of the
national purpose that tho non-co-

tn4-tt- lino rw tr r .Uttiuiih uuo ae

The motorists will do well to note
what Dr. GAunrxn says, that If at tho
end of two weeks tho stocks of gaso-
lene are found to bo dangerously low
11 may be necessary' to renew the ban.
It Is easy to Imaglno that if all
drivers go out and drink

too deeply of their regained freedom,
conditions will go back to what I hoy
wero when it was f6und necessary (0

stop tho Sunday use of gasolene. If
tho drivers will limit themselves to
trips only long enough to bring them
Into tbo golden country and back, It
may not bo necessary to turn off the
spigot again until snow puts an end
to general motoring. If ho refrains
from driving a hundred miles when
thirty will sufllco the nutomob(llst
will help his own case.

The poor wretch who has no car at
all will find comfort In the lifting of
the ban. It means that thero Is no
doubt about nn abundance of gnso-
leno Tor our needs in Europo; nnd
that, after all, is more important than
tho touring of this peaceful land.

Cities Where Men Find the Least
to Live Fr.

Tho war has taken from Ilobokcn
tho uncnvlnblo distinction of being
among the American cities having an
abnormal percentage of suicides. In
tho first dozen years of this century
tbe German pier town lost annually,
through suicide, thirty-thre- e In each
100.0W of population. Tho statisti-
cian was then obliged to cross tho
Bockles to find n gloomier eoplc
than Ilobokeu's. Now what a change I

In nn article In the Spectator Mr.
Fbcdebick L. HorrwAN, tho eminent
Insurance statistician, shows that tho
Hoboken suicides were last year only
twclvcjn 100,000. Is It because tho mi-
litarypopulation bas been to largely
Increased, or because the German im
migrants, to whom Hoboken was the
beginning perhaps disappointing of
the Now World, no" longer nrrlve?

Unfortunntely for California, her
cities still hold tho lead In suicides.
San Francisco, which until 1011 had
long been at the top of the black list
with a rate of about 00 In 100,000, has
given way to Snn Diego, but the great
town of tho raclflc Is second with
ll.C. Sacramento and Los Angeles
come next, nnd only Toledo separates
Oakland from her sisters. Why is It
that the curse of suicide rests so heav-
ily upon n region that calls Itself
blessed In Its climate, In the gifts of
tho earth and In the character of Its
people? Is It that It Is the refuge of
Eastern people who go there in broken
health and who becomo homesick and
despondent? Denver, which Is a dis
tant health resort, bas a largo ier--

qentage of suicides, but It does not ap-

proach the Coast cities' record. Per
haps the trouble with California is
that tbe climate is too even and there
Is not tbe conflict with tho elements
that stimulates the man of tbe'East.

Some might expect to find the sul- -

clde'rate large where tho factory sys
tem Is strongest, yet Fall Blver has a
rate of oply 6, while Newport's rate
Is 22. Are high wages conducive to
love of life? Maybe, but Detroit,
which had 13 pulcides In 100,000
population a dozen years ago, re
corded 24 last year, making her
the eighth city on tho ignoble list
On tho other hand, Bridgeport,
Conn., which had a rato of 23 In tho
years 1007-101- 1, had but H in 1017. 'Do
hurry, worry and ambition lead to
the pistol? Well, Manhnttan nnd tho
Bronx, which used to have a rate of
20 suicides in 100,000, lowered It last
year to 14.3. Brooklyn Is even better.
Washington, home of ambition, is a
far sadder city with 23.8.

Mr. IIoftman, who looks gloomily
at his figures, suggests that the sub
ject of suicides does not receive suffi
cient attention from the Church or the
State. The Churcii has thundered for
centuries that there is a hell for sui-

cides; what more can It say? What
can the State do except to make the
lives of the people as pleasant as It
can? That, of course, is very, little,
for each American mhkes or spoils his
own life.

Tho figures for 1017 arc, by com-
parison with the past, encouraging.
The rate per 100,000 In tbe cities fell
from 20.2, which It was In 1007-191-

to 18.2. Mr. Hoitman lays this to the
"prevailing era of unusunl prosper-
ity." If that were true, what of cities
llko Toledo and Detroit? Wo prefer
to look nbovo and beyond materlul
well being. Last year found America
aroused. She had learned that there
was something better In the world
than peace and wages. Thero was
something to live for. Men thought
of death, but not at their own hands.

Of nil tho thinks In bitter thought,
the saddest's this: I might havo
bought.

Tho Grand Army of Liberty Bond
Subscribers is considering the adop-
tion of an ordinance prohibiting

from cheering; the victo
rious warriors of Uncle 8am on their
triumphant return to the United
States.

Tou would give everything for per-
sonal liberty. Are you lending?

Mnjor-Oener- Kkxlt In flight
Neutpaprr headline.

Still your fears; the gallant General
was flying in an airship, helping to
win tho war.

WimoN's fourteen principles are
being reduced to thirteen; Focn Is al-
lowing tho Uocho no alternative In tho
matter of evacuating Belgium.

Onco more, it becomes
advisable for pedestrians to look both
wuys when crossing thoroughfares on
their Bunday (.troll.

All subscribers to tho Fourth Liberty
Loan who are In Berlin when Marshal
Koch marches Into the city will- - be
permitted to applaud tho Generalissimo
as much as they like.

Thrilling accounts of Dououts Fair-ba- n

ks'h one man parade and how he
collected 14.000,000 In subscriptions to
the loan emphasize the fact that only
tho I'rosddent of tho Republic could
attract a greater throng nlong the
avenue. But between tho accomplish
ments of the President and tho Actor
theso days thero Is no substantial dis-
similarity. Mr. Wilson preserves tho
national honor, whllo Mr. Fairbanks

i.. ' V "

THE SpN, SATURDAY,

preserves that which" Is next sacred,
tho natlonaj humor, nn especially tryi-
ng1 task under the strain of war

to tho Liberty Loon
nro forever enjoined not to refer to it
as "our" war against tho Tyranny of
Berlin.

Can tho report that tho Kaiser has I

sent tho family Jewels to Holland bo
significant of tho lino of business he
Intends pursuing?

Ono of tho privileges that go with'
subscriptions to tho Fourth Liberty
Tvinn ft, thn, nt ..nlnlnlni, 4 , un ,1. I

war was won. will
not bo permitted to utter opinions on
this subject.

Make your fountain pen do tho work
of a machine gun I

COAL AT RETAIL.
An Answer to Certain Criticisms Aimed

at tho Sealers'.
To this KntTon or Thk Sun Sir: The

letter which appeared In Thk Svk signed
Edward D. Sturges, New York, who de-

clares hlmaelf to bo a "heavy sufferer"
nnd who cannot auhtcrlbo for Liberty
bonds because his Income has been re-

duced practically to nothing throuch tho
Government regulation of his business,
deserves some attention.

Mr. Bturgen's vocation la mining coal
as an Individual operator. Ho lias beon
engaged In this business for a great
many years, during a great part of
which period, and until the Government
assumed control of coal prlccu, he as
an individual operator undoubtedly had
to sell his coal for less a ton than that
produced by tho largo conl carrying
companies, and yet he managed to exist
and still has the prloo ot a hotel bill
In Now Tork, which argues reasonable
prosperity In these days. But tbe Gov
ernment In Its wisdom. If It may be
called that, granted to tho Individual
operators 73 cents a ton more than It
allowed to thi companies, and that ex
cess ho 1b enjoying Wherefore
his Inability to buy a Liberty bond? If
ha Is unable to thrive under these be-

neficent conditions, pray what Is in store
for him when they urn removed, as they
oro likely to be In the near future?

Hut his Inconsistencies are not con-
fined to his own end of tho business,
for while protesting that tho Govern-
ment has reduced him to poverty, ho en-

deavors to show that the name Instru-
mentality Is making the retail dealer
Inordinately rich. He selects a district
In Connecticut, which ho neglects to
name, as the bist for demonstrating his
point and states that the retail profit
tht re Is S4.46 a ton, which Is so mani-
festly absurd that the value of anything
else he says Is destroyed.

He does not evon display the falrMss
to call this a gross profit, from which
all the expenses of doing business must
bo deducted. He Includes In this alleged
profit $1.42 as representing tho dlffer-enc- o

between tho gross andnet ton,
which he assumes goes into tho retailers'
profit. So far as I know It Is cer
tainly so In New York the Fuel Ad-
ministration Insists that coal shall be
reduced to terms ot net tons before the
dealer's margin Is added. Mr. Sturges
lightly remarks that the dealor'B "claim
for wastage cannot be large." Now If
some of the critics who have of late
been jiving much weird and novel In-

formation regarding the coal business
had made this statement It would not
have surprised nny one. but Mr. Sturges
knows better. The wastage due to the
improper preparation and screening of
coal at the mines by certain concerns
during the last year has been a scandal
and Uttlo short ot a crime It would
be Interesting to learn whether the prep-
aration of Mr. Sturgess coal lias been
all that can be desired.

While endeavoring to shift to the retail
dealer alt tho odium of high prices for
coal, which by tho way has advanced
much less than almost any other com-
modity, Mr. Sturges ignores the fact
that the same conditions which make it
hard for him also affect the retailer,
such as the mounting costs of materials
entering Into the transaction of business,
the Increasing scarcity and high cost
of labor, &c

To cap tho climax he naively asks,
"Why not put a fair limit on the sell-
ing price that tho retailer Is allowed
to charge and remove the restrictions
on the producer?" There you have Mr.
Sturgea nnd his like In n nutshell.

Tho Fuel Administration at Washing-
ton has answered Mr. Sturges's question
and knew what It was about when It
did so. It Is not leaving to philanthro-
pists llko Mr. Sturges to say what they
shall chargo for their product, but there
Is not the slightest danger of Mr. Sturges
shutting down his mines, as he Indicates
he may under Government supervision.
His danger Ilea in the future, when that
supervision Is removed ; when he is no
longer under lis protection.

The method of arriving at the gross
margins of dealers throughout the coun-
try Is practically tho same, the banls
here being the cost a net ton alongsldu
the dealer's dock, to which is added the
actual cost n ton of doing business with
a reasonable profit added. The gross
margin allowed In New Tork city now
Is I2.2S,. which Includes a net profit to
tho dealer, averaging on all sizes, of less
than 50 cents a ton, Mr. Sturges or any-
body elfo to the contrary notwithstand-
ing. , Arthch F. Iticn,
Commissioner, Coal Merchants Associa-

tion, Inc.
Nkw YonK, October IS.

Tho Stamp Tax on Checks.
To Tnii Editob or Tub Sun Shv Tou

ask In your Bplendld editorial article of
October 17, "What Is this mystery about
cur failure to have a Btamp tax on
checks? Who Is it that does not want
It? Who Is It that Is ablo to stop It?
Why?"

I will tell you why. TJfcauso the
stamp tax on checks would "show up"
the South, which pays small attention,
If any, to Incomo or other taxes.

If it were the law to have a stamp
tax on checks wo should then know for
a fact what was paid by the Southern
section of our country, where to-d- ay the
Income tax Is substantially a dead letter,

Bkacom UlLU
Doston, Mass., October 18.

War Hacrlflrea.
Kmptr Pocket walks the atreet

Proud and thin.
Counts the sacrifice as meat

War to win.
When the great dajr brtnrs at last

Peace to men
It shall be with battles past

Full again.

Kmpty Sleeve goes en Us war,
Proud and flat,

Counts the prlca as small to par,
Joys thereat.

When the peace that It has wrought
Triumphs free.

It ahall itHl, with battles fought,
ISmpty be,

Molaxeentau Watotr,

.OCTOBER' 19, ,1918.

AH, THOSE INDEPENDENT
DEMOCRATS!

Tho List Inspires a Wag to a Great
Counter Movement.

To tjiu Editor or Tim Sun Sir:
Ilrallxlng to Ha fullest oxtent the

that will result to tho campaign
of Governor Whitman by tho formation
of a Citizens Committee of Independent
Democrats, with the Hon. Abrarh I.
Elkus, former Ambassador to Turkey
nnd attorney for tho Wagner Investigat-
ing committee, as chairman, and among
others, qeorgo Gordon Battle, recent
Tammany candidate for District Attor-
ney ; James W. Gerard, recently Ambas-sad- or

to Germany and former Tammany
Judge; Henry A. ailderslccve, a former
Tammany Judge; Mrs, Charles L. Guy,
wife of the present Justice ot the Su-
preme Court, a former Tammany Sen-
ator j David Lcventrltt, former Tammany
Judge! William F. McComba, recently
chairman of the Democratic National
Commltteo; II. Snowden Marshall, re-

cently United States District Attorney,
appointed by President Wilson; former
Justlco Morgan J. O'Brien, John U.
Stanchneld, a recent Democratic can-

didate for Governor; former Dock Com-
missioner Tompkins, and Samuel Unter-mye- r,

vox ct prietorea nihil of the
Federal Administration, it has been de-

cided to form, a Commltteo of Inde
pendent Republicans to offset tho same,
and to that end 'William Ilarncs of
Albany, formerly chairman ot the

Stato committee; the Hon.
Benjamin 13. Odell ot Nowburgh,
Char 13 V. 11111m, formerly chairman ot
tho Republican National Commltteo;
Samuel &. Koonlg, chairman of tho
New York Republican county commlt-
teo; Jacob A. Livingston of Klngi
county, the Hon. George W. Aldrldgo
of Rochester, Louis F. Payn of Chat-
ham, Fred Greiner of Buffalo and
Charles It Belts hnvo been asked to
form an Independent Republican Citi-
zens Committee In the Interest of Gov-
ernor Whitman.

So far as I am personally concerned,
"politics Is adjourned," but I havo re-
luctantly consented to service on this
committee. LATATXTrB B. Gusabon.

New York, October IS.

THE PUBLICS PART.
Sorely Opinion Hast Not Bo Maizled

on National Problems.
ToTiiBEoiTORorTiisSuN Sir: Fub-ll- c

comment on national Administration
policies which If carried out would
vitally off eot this, nation's futuro scemu
to be under .pronounced restraint.

Why Is this so? Is the averaso citi-

zen presumed to be Incapable of dis-

cussing such policies Intelligently?
What has becomo of tho erstwhile

sollcltudo of our statesmen concerning
tho attitude of the plain people they
represent In our legislatures?

Next to the winning of tho war, the
most Important subject for discussion
werywhero Is the peaco conference that
is to follow. Ever)' American Is vitally
Interested In what this country should
stand for at that conference.

It will not weaken in the slightest
degree our will to victory to discuss
what shall be the forms of a dictated
peace following a complete victory.

It Is only discussion of a negotiated
peace, a peaco without victory, that
Weakens the will to win.

But whero Is one to find in the public
press free discussion of what we should
demand at the peace table when the
victory shall havo been won?

Who knows President Wilson's pro-
gramme? But Just how does that pro-
gramme affect the United States?

Is it lese majesty to discuss this
Question?

Is It not poaslblo for ono who Is heart
and sou! for a dictated peace to differ
from the President nnd still remain a
good and loyal citizen?

The President advocates a league of
nations to enforce peace.

Would the establishment of such a
league mean that we, as a member of
it, would be willing to submit to it all
questions Involving territorial rights In
Mexico and Central and South America?

In other words, ate we to abandon
the Monroe Doctrine In exchange for fc

league of nations to enforce peace? Can
wo be parties to such a league and still
stand for tho Monroe Doctrine?

Aren't these fair questions?
If diplomacy is to be no longer se-

cret why should not tho American peo-
ple be enlightened on these points?

If an abandonment of tho Monroe
Doctrine is contemplated, wouldn't It be
a --good idea to hear what tho common
people think about it?

And the time to hear from tho com-
mon people Is before rather than after
tho peace conference. Simon Chiel.

Albant, October IS.

RESCUING GERMANY.

X Historical Incldeut of Contempo-

raneous Interest.
To the Editor or The Sun Sir: I

copy this from an almanac in my pos-

session dated 1799. It Is interesting,
and of course printed in old script on
brown paper:
rtAauE or anAssiioprcrta in agin.

MANV.
In the yr 1!8S thero were such a

quantity of granehoppere In (lermuny that
aa they Ilea' alonx thoy darkened the air,
like a great black cloud; and a they
Journeyed along their elx nlnci and their
teeth glittered like precious ttonee. Where
eTer they threw themeelvea. In a moment
all torts of feed, flowers, fruit, grass and
everything (hut had Juice In it were
coneumed.

These. Insects remained encamped as It
were a day and a night In one place, but
at the rlalng of tho sun they Immediately
flew up Into tho air with h great tinlae.
At 9 o'clock the army generally departed
to fall upon other countries and ravage
them. In tho winter they rotlred under
ground; but In the spring they again came
out In order to begin their ravago anew.

This dreadful calamity laeted till the
fourth summer, when God In hti mercy
ent great quantities cf storks, raven",

crows and plea, that dovonred almost all
the graaahoppere. The remainder were In
the autumn covered by a deep enow,
which completely exterminated them.

It seems rather an Insult to the grass-
hoppers to liken them to tho present
Hun hordes, but there Is a bit of a like-
ness. Isn't there. In the circumstance.

J. CAltPDEIJ. Hatwood.
New Tork, October 18. ,

More Information Wanted Aboat Scot-
land Neck.

To the EniTon or The Sun sir: To
aid In solving tlw mystery of why no
stamp tax has been placed on bank
checks, might I suggest that an Inquiry
addressed to the Scotland Neck bank's
president might result In your securing
somo valuable infonnatlon? In repay-
ment for this suggestion would you
pies bo tell me the amount of Income tax
paid by tho Inhabitants ot Scotland
Neck, also tho amount of Liberty bonds
and War Savings Stamps purchased by
them? Fit an k Al Kaqan.

New RocueuXj October 18.

SETTING THE CLOCK.

X Warning to tbo Custodians of
Tlmcplctcs.

To thb ICniTon or Tun Sun Sir: As

standard tlmo will bo resumed on Octo
ber 27, I would llko to call not only to
yonr attention but to tho attention of
UBers of mechanically constructed clocks
for tho recording of employees' time,
also of electric drlvon clocks and numer- -

I ous other dovlccs operated by cldclc
movement, that If nny of theso nro

I turned back It would causa clocks of
thle nature to bo thrown out of adjust-
ment nnd unquestionably ncccssltato ra

to them.
In this city and vicinity nlone there

aro approximately 100,000 tlmo clocks
In use, which If turned back would keep
every available clock repair man busy
for days.

By stopping tho clocks for one hour
Instead of turning them back this con-

fusion can bo avoided.
I believe you will agree that tho pub-

lic should bo notified of this fact and I
will appreclato any efforts along this
lino that you may see fit to bo given
out through notifications of this kind
In your valued paper.

J. 11 Barnum. .

Nw Tor.K, October 18.

THE MINNESOTA FIRES.

X Congress of Scientific Foresters and
Federal Control Froposed.

To the Editor or Tub Sun Sir: The
Minnesota forest flro colls attention to
tho advisability of passing a Federal
law requiring the prompt disposal of
"topa and boughs" while lumbering
operation is actually In progress. Tho
worst forest fire hazard frequently
comes from this neglect.

There would bo no hardship to the
lumberman if the law was applied gen-

erally, aa cost prices would bo equal-
ized by general application of the law
throughout the land.

Every suggestion for efficiency is now-bein-

dtscuMcd. Let us wako up to the
onvictlon of this one which works such

glaring Injury to every Interest con-

tested with the forest. '
A Congress of our Scientific Foresters

ould easily arrange this matter and lo
A world of good for the causa of con.
servatlon, and now while the matter Is so
acutely brought to our attention Is the
time to act.

Last summer on tho west side of White
Face Mountain in tiie Adlrondacks, where
a big cutting operation was In progress, a
very ccrlous conflagration started which
would have undoubtedly Involved the
wholo mountain top except for tho
prompt advent of rnln. of
"tops and boughs" was responsible for
this. Herbert S. CAnrsNTER.

New York, October 17.

BLACK HUNDOM.

to Civilized Cartographers
of tbo Futuro.

To tub Editor of Thk Scn Sir: As
a reminder of the blackest deeds re-

corded In the world's history it would
be fitting if In the future all map mak-
er?, that is commercial, tho civilized
world over would always depict in black
that part of Europo known or which
may hereafter bo known as Germany,
the home of the Hun.

Many letters Just now are ended
"Tours for tho Fourth Liberty Loan"
in place of the meaningless "Tours
truly," Ac. A suggestion to keep con-
stantly beforo tho people tho thought of
"unconditional surrender" as tho basis
for concluding peace Is to use as an end-
ing for all letters for tho duration ot
the war:

"Tours for peae by victory'-- "

New Tons, October 18. J. S.

Short and Intelligible Programme for
Winning tho War.

To the Editor or Tub Sun Sir: l
doubled my subscription to the) Fourth
Liberty Ijoan to-d- and It la not
financially easy.

Let everybody else do tbe same and
we will go over the top for 0,000,-000,0-

and more.
Away with Kltchln! C. W. P.
Nitty YoilK, October IS.

What Is Mono Important, All Ccr-mou- y

Knowi It.
To the EniTOn or The Sck air: Do

you suppose the Kaiser knows by now
that "If. S." spells "Unconditional Sur-
render"? L. ft. C.

Glen IUdoe, N. J., October IS.

Investment Note.
To the HnrroR or Tun Sun Sir: What

Is there to bo said of a man In good
circumstances who, duringthe Fourth
Liberty Loan drive, deliberately ('.raws
money from his bank and buys Third
Liberty Lonn bonds at a discount In-

stead of buying Fourth Liberty Ixan
bonds? w.

New York, October IS.

"nave Tou Got tt"
To the Eurroit or Titn Sun Sir: In

my opinion tho Liberty Ijan advertise-
ment "Havo You Got '$4?" In Tuesday's
Hon is the best of them all. I nlready
had all the bonds I could buy, hut "I
had $4," In fact I had ff, and I irlgned
up in tho Grand Central Terminal for
another hundred, and turned over tho
advertisement to the epenker there, who
used it In his speech at once.

New Tork, October IS. ' II. H. il
When Hcprlsnl Is JuNtlllod.

I'rom f Cram! JlapUt lltraM,
Boprlial Is Justified if It accomplishes

salvation and wo thoroughly agree with
Thb Sun in its editorial opinion that
Just ns soon ns thn Hun is npsurcd of
material reprisal "In will crawl, an he
has already crawled, when In terror of
the coming of tho square deal." Wo
suspect that simplo notification to him
will turn the trick Mulhelm for Cam-bra- l,

Coblenz for Bruges, Frankfort for
Antwerp. Cologno tor Brusuels, Hanover
for LKge. "Perhaps tho method of pre-
vention and protection," observes Tub
Sun, "can be rendered most erfoctlvc,
not by promising to destroy tho equiva-
lent German city, but by promising: to
hold It and Its Inhabitants to convict
labor until It has paid the last pfennig
of Its nation's tdiamcful debt for the
destruction of the Fronch or Belgian
city et ugalnst It" In tho reprisal lists
of Justice.

Khaki Had.
Letter from my eoldler lad

floldlcr lad, khaki clad
Maks me sad, makes me glad.

"Dearest: It's not half ao had.
Victory won got the Hun
On the run loti of fun!

Love to Mumile, lore to Dad,
'rom your far oft Boliller Lad,'1

SnlAler lad, khaki clad
Best a mother ever hadl

ACB COFTSN' UlllTIt,
Wiinisaroje, Ootober 18. t

Australia sends i

TRADE ENVOY HERE;

1L Y IJrnddon, Economist,
Comes to Arrnngo After
Wnr Business Itclatious.

AFTER EXI'OKT MARKET

Present Need Is Ships; Wheat
1 IVnltltin- - fill'auu kjuyiu Mn,"r,
Vessels Ordered.

Australia In common with all the
other countries of the earth Is looking
ahead to 'the days after tho war when it
will llo necessary to rebuild her ehnt- -

tered trade, nnd In order to get in closer
touch with the United States, In which
ho sees one of her largest markets, has

went to this country IT. Y. Braddon,
member-o- f the upper house of the Now-Sout-

Wales Parllnment and lecturer on
economics in the University of Sydney.
Ho Is also head of tho firm of Dalgety
St Co., the largest banking houso In
Australia, and practically controls tho
enormous wool Industry of that country.

Mr. Braddon's mission Is a broad one,
ns ho Is empowered to Jake up not only
trade questions but all other matters
that may arise between this country and
Australia, with tho possible exception of
diplomatic questions handled by the
British Embassy. The office is tho re-

sult of tho suggestion of Prim'e Minister
Hughes of Australia, who is now In
London.

'"Wo want principally to find a mar-
ket for our goods In this country," said
Mr. Braddon yesterday, "and ns It la
natural that thero should bo two sides
to tho subject wo propose also to discuss
buying what you have to eel!. Our chief
need is to find n market for our exports,
our primary productB, for wo aro natu-
rally nn exporting nation, our popula-
tion being only C, 000,000, and our manu-
factures not lare.

Want to Trade With V. 9.
"Our need at present Is ship. Just ns

yours Is, but we realizo that our needs
must wait on tho issues of the wnr.
Wo are buying fourteen ships In this
country and they ehould nil have been
delivered now, nlthough actually only
three havo beon delivered. But we
won't qunrrel with the conditions
brought ubout by tho wur; tho war with
us us with you Is paramount. But we
have 6,000,000 tons of wheat lying there
because of lack of shipping, nnd great
quantities of sugar, and the now wheat
crop Is about to come In, So you can
see how pressing is our need for ships.
Lack of tlicni has practically stopped
huslnosa."

Mr. Braddon pointed out that In 1917
Australia had bought 65.000.000 worth
of goods In this country, $9,000,000 more
than Brazil, with her population of

and J21.000.000 more than Chile,
with her population of jbout equal size.
Tho JapanPH at prewnt get a lot of
the Australian trade, but the Australi-
an!!, ho mlil, would much prefer to
purchase in the United States. The
chief r.KCds of Australia aro manufac-
tured or ll!ibhcd products.

At present tho British Government
takes all tho Australian wool and has
contracted for it for a yenr after the
war, but enormous quantities of It will
again be available for export to the
United Staler to pay for the fln'shed
articles bought here and large quantities
of It will h bought back again In the
shape of clothing.

na Srnt 320,000 to Front.
Australia has suffered greatly frbm

tho war and tho repatriation problem Is
of deep concern to tho Government, She
will need new nettlera after the war.
Moro than SIO.OOO men havo gone to
the front and DO. 000 hnvo been killed,
tho total casualties being more than
200.000.

Mr. Braddon said that Austr.ill.ins
felt strongly about the Germin colonies
and Intimated thut somo of them ought
to he given to Australia for her pilar,; In
tho war. At leaat he feels they should
not go hack to German control

The anxiety, as he put It, which Aus-
tralians felt toward tho attitude of the
United States before this country entered
the war, tho prejudice against Ameri-
cans because of our remaining out of
the struRKle m long, has nlirely dis-
appeared and given place to a thorough
appreciation of the spirit and thorough-iic'k- s

with which vo havo slnco entered
Into the war.

rconomleal rreparrjnrn.
Stella.- - I. Mabel patriotic?
llelln Very; the Is busing: a lot vt new

clothes so oho can patriotically wear old
ones next year.

TRADE BRIEFS.
A company Is being organised

In Stockholm to deal la concrtn mould-
ings and fltlp construction, but Us main
ol'Ject U the conitrui llon of con-rot- ships

Consul IjOUIa i. Ire rus, Jr , reports
from Malaga, Spain, that th- - 101S-1- 3 olive
crop la thut district promises tu uu a largo
on..

Concrete llrhters anl tow boat are be-
ing built In Kliantlia!. China. Or.s such
veeiel. Cfl feet long unci tiiulppej with
kerofton motors, haa been completed, and
otliert aro under courBe of construction.

Thero a market In Australia for In-
valid and rollim rhalra it American make

Italian merchant are in thn market for
brunhts of all kind. Famples should b:
.lent.

Internal combustion typ motors of
American make aro popular in St.

Thus? most uted are from two
to rl horae-po-.n-- r. Mantifarturcrj thould
Investigate thla mnrket, us a better bujl-lie-

could easily l devuloped.
Cstaloiriies nnd price Hats of el!er

plated flat waro and hollow ware nnd g&ld
and illvcr plated novcltici Invu ieen
naked for by a Bolivian firm.

Ilxporlments conducted In Bergen, Kor.
way, arn snld ti havo demonstrated that
bread grains can be nilxnl
with nt leant SO per cent, ot fish to make
un economical, pulutnble loaf.

The declared value of the exports from
Bradford, linjlanJ, to tho United State
for Aurust, 101S, amounted to J377,2a
rompared with D1I,IHI2 during the corn?-(pondi-

month of 1017.

Operatlonn hue bo.n returned In a num.
ber of old and aliandoii.il mlna In Vo.
lunila. In he mining dlnirlct of Zlnn-wal- d

tunxsi.n or wolfnitn orea are now
being mined arceeeefully. Tho production
of wolfram ore In AuilrU prior to tho
wnr w&a negligible, but no,v tho old mines
In thn Zlnnnald district alono have yielded
M.000 metllo tons of wolfram ore. Nearly
all tho nra l thlfrfied ncrois the border
to h'aiony to bo emclttd.

Consul Hlchtrd I'. Momson reports that
Brazilian exporter haaa dleeovcroj a new

procenn of preparing hides. It It claimed
that hides prepared ty tho new process
linvo greater retlttancc,

A bank syndicate has been formed In
Frankfort, Germany, comprlnlng eight nf
the lurgeat private banka In that city.
The purpoa.) of tliU ryndirate U to coun-tve-

the growing biam-ii- o the great
banks cent.alUnd In nrlm. The e.ime
1 Ind of gyndUate haa ,ren funnvl J.Cologne.

A ?. Zealand arm l m . r ,f ..jjj.
em iatliei tuvl thuek, for a, Mmli of

&od work.

SENATE STRIKES OUT

IMPOST ON SURPLUS

Committee Puts All Corporate

'Incomo at Same Rate in
Itorcnuo Rill.

MUNICIPAL BONDS EXEMPT

liurcaii Preparing in Advance
for Tnslc of Collecting IV

dcr Now Ad.

Special Dttpateh to Tnn Si x.
WasiIinuton, Oct. IS. One of the

most Important features of tho Kltchln
tax bill, "ml the one at which no end cf
criticism bas teen levelled on account
or its nlicged Injustice, namely, the alf.
fcrentlal on distributed and undlsirlb.
tiled corporate Income, was mickei
from the wnr revenue it'll y by t:,,.
Senate Finance Commltteo, which

a flat rate of 12 per cent, on a'.l
net corporato Income.

The revenue bill pasted by the ll.ju-- e

nt tho lnttanco of Chairman Kltchln of
tho Ways and Means Committee pro-
vided that corporate Income dlstrMmt.
In dividends would pay 12 per cent
como tax, wniio any portion nf the r.c
Income held In businnv - ',-n- r '
safety would be forced to pay an Ir.coa.
tax of IS per cent. one-ha- lf more thail
distributed Income.

Thla section of the Kituhin bl.l
passed over by tho Flnanco Commlttc
in Its flrfit reading of the revenue bill,
but little tlmo wan lost and little dllfn-enc-

of opinion was noticeable y ladisposing of this vexing question. The
Finance Commltteo removed the diffe-
rential with scarcely a rcspectablo m-
inority opposing the move.

Kltchln Opffbsed to Surplus.
How tho House will rccclvo thischange In tho bill is problematic!.!

Chairman Kltchln to convinced that
business generally has been lntet.t c;.
holding within corporations tho grca'ts:
amount of monoy possible and that it

h a m'Mak ti idon; n"v
than one calculated to make co-

rporations distribute all their earnings -- i
dividends. This matter will have to L

threshed out In conference.
Tho greatest protest has been n.ad

against the provision that a tax pena.it'-shoul-

bo attached to buslntM ketpl-n-- a

proper amount of money to i: ju e
successful operation. It hR otn !
generally that taxing undl&tributeJ

18 per cent, was designed to forepayment of practically nil net income of
corporations in dividends and that the
result of this would bo destroying tie
factor of pafoty necessary to bustnea

The Treasury Department Is under-
stood to be opposed to the proviflon of
the Kltchln bill which tho Ser.nf F.
nance Commltteo struck out to-d-

Municipal Bonds IJaceptcd.
In lino with Iho amendment adoptM

yesterduy by tho Finance Comr.itte
striking from tho bill tho specUl- - pro-
vision that tho Income from Mate anlmunicipal bonds ehould Iks subject to tr.e
Income tax, the provision was uruc't
from the tax bill that the Income fio.--

such bonds should bo permitted on a
credit or deduction from gross tn orr
In determining the net Income sulij-- t
to tax. This was Interpreted n.i plain
Indication of tho Flnanco Coinrr Utee's
guiding thought In striking from tie
bill the specific provision that liKome
from Huch securities should pm the
income tax.

The committee felt, it was t.a!d to-
day, that such a tux was m v.ilat.un
of an expross provision of the "' t.t
tlon and that the fact that ni i;

was not to bo taxed should .jr.-wit-

It tho proilsion that thl.
Income ehould not be a.l wed

ns a Oredlt from gross lncon; TI.
Senate Flnnnca Committee also urotelite, the tax bill that income (run
bonds issued by the War Kln.m--

t.houhl not bo allowed de-

duction or credit from grow !no .n
figuring net Income upon v,h..-l-i tu. ;

to be paid.

Loi 1'rovialnli i:x(,i,,l,.,I.
Tho benefits of t: c .in '.,!adopted jcMenlay rrovldliu t'. $itof preview ta labia vrars u

il, ducted from nrt It .titaxable years with certain lln, .:.
and deductions w.u extended y

cover to membero of parf.frs.i , - an I

the beneficiaries of an or fail to be governed howeier i yj:.
lions prewribed by tho Comm.". o
of Internal Revenue.

Tho Finance Committed agn..:
to tho provision in thn Houo l. '

that "farmers" and other miitu.il '..a.,
cyclone or fire Insuran-- n companler
mutual ditch or Irrigation . n ;.,r.Ie
mutual or cooperative tel'phe .r -
linnia. 111.. , .

local character, tho Itkome t,- - u .

" m,.,.j- nt ts .1 i rr
foes collected front meiubfrs f r inrole purpose of meeting cipmi.e-- . i

he exempt from tho corp. r.,tl :.,
Thla section was passed nv. i.rorr

Hrvfimu Murrain Prppnrhu.
Facing t!? most slupendo hi tax ."'

lection Job in the hlv.or' . f ti,., uor.ltho Internal Kcieu.ui Kureaj .

to prepare hi iuhm., e I r t. --

pasage of the nuw reicnue 1. .

Tcntatlvu regulations and t.i- - .r:- -
have been drawn or are uiirtt- - .

erntlcn, even though tho hill haayet been reported to the Sen.it. T
work of preparing for the n..t .i.must be nccnmpiUlied in : t'.-- - hi
the Government may coll" l - i.provided by the end of the IN i! .

Further delay In the .? t ,

bill holds back by no mu.-- m i .

of necessary forms nnd rt:u:.it
there !h little doubt that tli- - I n :

mnklng reports by indlv'.d n .

nnd corporations will Imis t. i in-
tended beyoruT tlio dat.;n fKe,'

The war reenu act of 1017
a law early In October Th.s mwr:
scant time for tho organtn'ion '

minlstrativo woi k by tho tax b .. '
the Treasury, nnd it was n In

. ln,ln 1n 1ti ..v.u...T ,1. . ... i'i..........vu v.,tr,tu nil? tilll.i l". II. ik
( various tax reports called for

Ilntlrrlx .New Forma lleiiif red.
Tho new revenue bid. jua-- i a!'.'

doubling tho amount of Ux l .
'

fueled and changing and rdilfl.n - hei"

ules, rates and iqwiclfln tnx , ... oai
for flie drawing of complete
lations and forms for tax ro'.leit n. i

Tho hill will not .1 ia'
until early In December, n.vi tu"
jear ends December 31. Th wl,'

shorten the lube for i e

work.
As n result of this Mtuallori r..

ces profits ndvlbcrs and nil the a '

olflceri are tludjlng I.'-

from day to day, ot'cmptlng
current with thn changes In fi.e :

Whllo Ihls entails an enormous nr ' '
of work, It Is the only way In w! ''
bureau chii prepare for the si ' t

nf thi fnv.m lirtfnrn Hli ,!'i
cud of tho fls'.Ml yonr.

Tho forcii ol employees I" ' '

renil nnd the number of adnlr'n '

oirn-e-- s ivIV u to bo In t .,s" ' '
ns the bill bcco.ni' law. TIi.h m '

fii.cn t'lllillot llU .it K

however, lx;nu!.e of the la'-- n

prlatlon that tho mu bid rid. "


