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{[BBARD ANSWERS
CRITICS OF Y. M. C. A.

Explains Charges of Profiteer-
ing Made by Retorned
Soldiers,

ADMITS SOME MISTAKES

Bays Gift Tobaceo Was Sold
Throngh Quartermaster
Mizing His Supplies,

Along with praise of the Y. M. C. A.
and Ita work overseas under the red
triangle a good deal of critlclam has
reached thls country. It has come in
soldlarn’ lotters, although not so fre-
quently of lnte n4 1t did last winter and
mpeing, and falls from the lips of this
&nd that young army man as he gets
Pack to New York or sits with the
home folks recling off his treasure of
stories nnid gossip from the war zone,

Most of the "knocking of tha Y
oaomes Jdown o these accusutions:
That it wan profiteering, churging too
much for tobueco, chocolute and other
digpensations of the canteen: that
some of its men must b graftors, for
thelr prices for tobacea In villuges only
B eouple of miles apart were not uni-
form: that tobaccoe ment from the
United States for free distribution
found its woy to the Y, M, C. A. can-
teens and was sold there; that the Y.
M. C. A ought to give its stuff away
fres, llka some other organieations;
that It mingied religlon too generously
with other parts of its programme;
that among its workers wers "a lut of
daraft dodgers or dend ones,” and that
thelr snlurles wore excessive.

Hibbhard's Answer,

B0 much talk of this sort has Leen
heard that o Sy reporter went yes-
terday to Y. M. C. A, headquurters in
M7 Madison avenue to see what per-
sone there thought about it. He found
C. V. Hibbard, who {5 associute gen-
aral secretary of the War Work Coun-
el and is in chirge of oversens work
with the Amarican Expeditionary
Forces,

Mr. Hibbard recontly returned from
two months observation in France. He
Bad heard there all the kicks hereto-
fore lUsted. and without disparaging the
motives of any soldier critics or the
work of wny other orgugpization, he was
ealy too glud to set forth what he said
were the exact fucts, This 14 what
Mr. Hibbard said;

*When Gen. Pershing ordered us
st year to take over the army can-
tean work It was practlcally Impos-
alble for our soldiers to buy American
fobacce In Frunce. We immedlately
otarted toha co a'w chideolate on the
steamship Kinsan, which was lost—
@ur only cargo sunk in the whole war,
2 belleve,

*“Weanwhils, our soldlers wers armzy
#or Amegican tobacro. On necount of
the delay our secretaries hought what
they could In France and olsewhere,
Pegardless of the price and paying the
Bigh duty. Pur seoreturles wers ‘-
experienced.  Undoubtedly rome of
them pald too much and some made
mistakes in fixing the selling price to
the soldiers, ln some cafs saldiers
were overcharged; there {s no doubt
of that, Undoubtedly some canteens |
Jast year made a proft, as they should
mot have done. as our policy from the

has been to sell at actual cost. |

“But on ths whole there was mno
profit. In one village a canteen made
monay, In another it lost. We tried to
#ot on every article n price equal to
ts cost in France or America --wher-]
aver it wus bought—plus the ocean
frelght—then  very high—rmilway '
freight and Insurance. That was our
understanding with Gen, Pershigg

Prices Meduoed SNteadlly, I
|

"Bince 1017 our prices
reduced steadlly. This I dus to the
extenslon of our operntions: to an
arrangement for slipning
from America and having them made
up in France, for Instance sugar,
which Fronch factorles combine with |
choeolate; to the Cavernment's plac- |
ing at our dlsposal shipping facilitics

huve been

ns

ally It was sometimos said:  'That
Y. M. C. A man at Village B is
P grafting.' But he waxn't, :

“It Is trus that we found a feow
dishonost men among our thousands
of workers and a few men of bad
charncter In other respeets, It could

materials |

which greatly reduced the uwtns'

cont, and to the growing eMolency of
our organization.

“At the outset we did not antlolpate
the free distribution of supplies, nor
did Gen, Pershing. He recommended
that weo put our disiribution on a
striotly business basin. After Amer-
len had been In the war some time
other organizations began to  dis-
tribute clgarettes und other things
without cost to the soldier.

“Now our maln programnme has been
that of what we call service. We have
erected reading rooms and theatres,
huve produced motion plotures, have
furnished bugeballs and other athe-
letie supplles, and done i great many
other thlngs llsted as ‘serviee! and
all this lhas been frea.

“Service without cost hns Been our
principal object In Frunce, and in con-
junction with that we assamed the
businexs of ths army canteens on o
coMt basis, Pleass remember that, ex-
cept for the Red Cross, the Y. M, C, A,
has Incomparably the largest welfure
organization In France. Wo have 8,000
secretarion thero, and 1,500 canteons,

“If we gave free clgarettes at ane
cantosn wo should have to do it at the
others, nand our supply would be ex-
hausted in no time, whereag our dea
of our work hins been steady. dally nc-
commodatinn-—evory day the same—
and we bollevedd that the canteens
should be solf-supporting.

Finnlly Gave Awnay Cligarettes,

“Tlowever, In July of this year It
win* evident that sentiment waschang-
ing, for [ree distribution of supplies
by other orgnnizations was weltomed.
For ssvern! months before the end of
the war the Y. M, C. A, gave AWAY
clgarettes in the battle zone. I bolieve
that is right,

“Now us to the complaint that we
20ld clgnreties Intended ns gift®: Hav-
Ing to buy wherever we could we
romotiniea- boughtt from the army
quartermasior, There were instances
In which o soldler, after purchasing
clgaretten at one of our canteens, re-
turned and said: ‘Here, this stuff s
from Tk Bvx Tobaceo Fund; T found
a'enrd thnt proves |t'

“It wuas from Tuhe Scx Tobacco
Fund; the soldler'sindignation was= jua-
tifed. But thers was no fraud. It was
simply n mistake /t the quartermaster's
storehouse, where such mistakos were
likaly to happrn in the great rush of
supplies. Thers had boen no identify-
Ing mark on the outsido of the box, or
the mark had washed off, or poasibly
In the bust!s at the canteen our man
In charge had overlooked It

Why Prices In Villnges Differ,

"“The disparity In prices of tobacco
in two nelghboring villages is ex-
plalned by the fact that the cost to
us was not uniform If wa got a
supply from the Quartermaster wae
pald only the price it cost the Covern-
ment, regardicss of carrylng charges,
If we got it from America thore were
also carrying charges and Insurnnce
to pay.

“In Villngs A we ruight be selling
quartermaster's tobtaoco, in Village B
tobacco we bought in the American
market. As the luttor cost us more
we had to charge more. Naturally
the soldier did not understand, natur-

not help but he #o, But wrongdoers
have boon weeded ot swiftly and for
one reason op another Afly or mixty
mrn have beon sent boack to the
United States In civilian clothes—'In
dlsgrace, as we call it

"Workers whio have {rritatsd sol-
diers by placing too great emphusiy
on the religlous s=lde of our pro-
gramme have violnted our polley. It
18 perfectly truce Lhutl some have erred
in this regurd. We know all about
the seorctary who goes about asking
A s=oldier If he is saved when the
moldier wants to play checkers

“"We know that some of our men
have heen overzealous, vet it 18 in-
teresting 1o note  that the most
criticism comes from peopls who say

thiit woe have been untrue to our
principles in not pressing the rellglous
isaue har! enough.

“Our podley —and T belleva It to have
been well olwerved on the whole—is to

BROOKLYN'S BEST KNOWN
1 PIANO HOUSE =
ONE PRICE—NO ( OMMISSIONS

announce every relimous meeting
frunkly for wwhat it is and to permit
no attempt to disgulse Its character,

“An to the personnel of our force in
France, the oriticlsam I have heard
most often Is that we ‘have a lot of
Huskles who ought to be In the war,'
Our polley has been not to acecept men
of draft age unioms they are physieally
disqualified for army servios, A man
thus disqualified does not always show
it; he may look strong and well.

"Our men of draft age who wers in
France wore called up and examined
like other Americans. Except for the
first weeks, when [t seemed possible
that the ¥. M. C. A. men might be
vommissioned, we never asked that
any man be exempted from the draft
no matter how valuable he might be
to us,

"The second criticlsm I have heard
s that wwe ‘have a lot of dend ones.'
Now that {dea arises from the fact
that although the ldead man for Y. M.
. A work overseas |s young and
apirited wo have had to select a large
part of the force from thoss who were
too old to get into the army. 1 can only
say that we have done everything In
the world we can to get the vary bost
men in the country, that the groat
majority of them are finely qualified,
and that all of them, young or old, are
ilolng the best they know how.

“It would make a story nll by jtself
—-an account of the splendid Ameri-

sunn wha have gone to France to
work under the red triangle. Here's o
word about one of them: A certain

Colonel of a regiment was not veory

friendly to the Y. M. C. A, Perhaps
our seorstary at headquarters had not
been a very good one, We sent
another, and he got into the Colonel's
good gracos,

“One day the mecretary sald to the
Colonel, ‘I'm sorry, sir, but 1 have to
ko back to the United States' ‘Now
why In thunder are you going to do
thing llke that? sald the Colonel, ‘I
have kind of got used to having you
around’ The sscretary didn't want to
tell, but finally the Colonel wormed the
ascret out of him. ‘The fact Is,' sald
the secretary, ‘that I've got to go back
because my State has just electod me
Governor.! The secretary was Henry
J. Allen of Kansns,

"I have alsp heard talk of the ‘fat
malaries’ we pay,” Mr. Hibbard con-
tinusd, “The fact ls that the pecre-
taries got Just as much as we flgure
they need to keep them going. Ace

Ket from 76 to $1256 & month and pay
thelr own expenses.
living cost they actuully have less
than the army private’s pay of $80 or
$40 a month, .

“If the secretaries have familles in
this country we send an allowance to
tham, which 18 about $100 a month for
a wife and two children. Nelther at
the Lottom nor the top does the Y, M,
C. A, pay big salaries. 1 think the
lurgest ia 87,000 u year. We have men
| who were earning $40,000 or $60,000 a
|;ﬂr In thelr own businesm,

“Finally let me say that our theory

has bhoen Lhat our soldlers do not want | arrival
thut | French

charity. 1 do not believe now

cording to where they are placed they |

After paying the

but the attitude of most of them "-iBAKER ASKS LE-I;TERS

"We do not want you to give us these
things; we have money enough to buy
what we nesd; just see that we get (L
at cost, that's all.'" 1

Mr. Hibbard thinks that mnat of the
caunen of adveres criticlsm are things
of the past, and that all the wealfare
organbeations will be on a better foot-
ing when all have to sell what they do
nell at the quartermnster's prices, as
I now Intended.

“JOAN OF ARC” PARK ON DRIVE

Three Blocks, Site of Equestrian
Statue, Set Anlde,

Mayor Hylan ‘yesterday slgned o bill
passed by the Poard of Aldermen
deslgnoting the eastern side of River-
Eide Drive between Ninety-second and
Ninety-fifth sirects as “Joan of Are
Park." Tt s the site of the aquestrion
statue of the French nationa! heroine
by Anna Hyatt Vaughn,  The bill,
which was_ offered by Uovernor-clect
Smith and *Alderman Willlams of the
Thirtesnth district, becomes lnw im-
medintely and slgn posts designating
tha clity's newest park are to be
eracted al once,  George 1.

|
|

TO FRANCE CONTINUE

Appeals to Soldiers’ Relatives
to Keep on Writing.

Keep on writing to the boys in
France. Thelr hardest work is still
In front of them and they neod en-
cournging letters from home to help
them maintaln thelr morale wnd pres-
ent exoellent reputation,

This In the gist of aAn appeal made
publie yesterdny In a l6tler of Becre-
tary of War Baker to Raymond B
Fosdick, chalrman of the Commission
an Training Camg Activitles,

“Tha ever of the wurld are upon
our soldlers overseas to-day, not more
fur what they have done than for
what they ure now cnlled upon to do,"
Mr, Baker payn. "Before them lle the
tinsks of helping to rehabllitate the de-
vastuted lande of France and Belglum
and of making sure that the victory In
which they have so glorlously shared
shall bs a permanent ope.

"They need our help and sncourage-
ment now perhaps more than at any

Kunaz | other time gince they left home In or-

president of the Joan of Arc Status|der that they may be inspired and
Committes, lssued n stutement yester- | strengthened to maintain that Aneness

day thanking the Aldermen for pass-

Hing the b and the Mayor for sign-

ing It

“Tt 18 & fitting tribute to Franve und

| the memory of Joon of Are and comes

at a most appropriate time when the
of Proesident Wilson at the
capltal has  jJust been nn-

| they want It. An oceaslonal man, yes; | nounced,” sadd he

of character, manner and conduct
which has ewrned for them such uni-
versal rospoect,

“1 belleve that among all the Influ-
ences Which muy be focussed upon this
aublect, the strongest and most far
renching la thut which emunates from
home letters, and 1 therefore urge the
motheras, fnthern, wives and sistars of

our soldlers overnens to express thems
selves enrnestly In thelr letters as thelr
share In seelng that the high standard | y,
Amerien represernta both lers
be constantly tm-'

v hilch
und abroad shall
LI A

RUSSIANS DEFEAT JEWS,

Nlur Henented When Made at Med-
erntion Meeting

A delegate who shouted "All the
Joews In NMussin should be killed" be-
tweett pesslons of the Federation of
Russlan Bocletlen In Beesthoven Hall,
210 Pifth atreet, yeostorday, did so
In the midst of & hubbub ciaused by
resolution that had been offered, de-
claring agialnst any dlctatorshlp In
Russia.

Hetwesn the two causes of sxcite-
ment, the delegates got so agitated
that John lirow, the viceschalrman,
had diMculty in geltlng order when
the formal meeling wes  resdumed
Parkor Atroskenwo of Detroit called
te Mr. Brow so persistently thut he
finally made his wish intelligible. 1t
was that the delegute who had spoken
hurshly of the Jewa should be ex-
pelled from the federation. By a ma-
Jority of silxty votea tha oconfercrce
ugroed that some action, to be decided
upon thia morning, should be taken.

Earller in the day Gen, Obervichoff,
formerly In command at Kiev, capital
of the Ukralne, sadd a federated con-
wtituent nassembly was the surest
means of stubilizing Russla, He sald
the Soviet plan wons & fallure,
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BRA- ¥ ¥..ATE REPORT Firpp

M. € A, Clalm Not Alluweden
New Institate Gets LR LRI
Burrogats, Fowler approved T
| port yesterday of Henry W

‘.‘tplbﬂ“lf"l] referee 10 examitia 1 .
| eounts of the Columbilih Troase 1,
| iy, Blehard Crowles and bl hery |
Gordan, execulors Wil tegsthes of o

will of the Jate Jutes 1y
Brady, who died April 15 13
Mr, Jessup finds there |

Institution us “the Lhadirosg |

fos Hosgdtal of the City of New

to which Mr. Brady begueutiog
000, The ratiroad branch of tlw v

C A put In a clalm tor 3, i)
The referee decldes that *he

“fail" for uncertilnty™ wng e e
part of the residonry estat \

bequest of $10,000 to “the ¥re
Fund of the Oity of New York
to the Tribune Fresh Alr P 1
which the testator had contri 1
genervunly during his et :
Mr. Jeswup ullows the trustess o
Johna Hophkins University 1o hoersm

substituted trastees of o fund of gann
000 left the university for the « )
lishment of the “James 13y | VLR

Brady Urological Tnstitute” T
niace of the setate I $1.1056.1800

Red Flug Down at f'n;-dnm.

CorExHAGEN, Dec. 14.—Holdlors of
Prussinn Guard have remibvsdg 1
flag from the town hull at |
where the German Tmperbd Yl
located, according 1o & Berlin despa:
1o-day
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JOIN

Tomorrow morning—Monday

go to the nearest enrolling station for the Red
Cross. Join at any “United” or “Schulte” cigar
store. Join at any one of more than 500 drug
stores. Join at any Child’s restaurant—join at
any enrolling station—but do it Monday.

Pianos, Playerplanos and
been withdrawn since the
But musical
cinnot be made in a few
will Le a shortage of

It means t

you every advantage to he
hshed and reliable business

STERLING

S18-520 Fullion St.,

CHRISTMAS
‘MUSIC

Before It’s Too Late

The rigid war restrictions on the manufacture of

instruments

STERLING

PIANOS
VICTROLAS and SONORAS

which will be positively impossible to overcome in
time to MT])L‘. all the demands for this Christmas.

i wt the only chance to avoid disappoint-
ment is Lo do your buying now.

Fortunately we have a well stocked library of

VICTOR RECORDS |
and MUSIC ROLLS |

so that those who have Vietrolas or I’T;n-(-rpimms may i
nl.l.-.n! the very newest music without any ;
Our mervice sufeguards your |

obtuined from a long estab-

The Sterling

Cor, Munover Place, Brookiyn, N, y,

_==h'l"lr;-'m..-: 5690 Maln vonnceors all Départments
e

Talking Machines have
signing of the Armistiee.
of reputable charncter
weeks and therefore there

) trouble,
interests and  will give

orginization.

Piano Ce
BUILDING :

SOUTH AMBOY
EXPLOSION

October Sth and &1kl The giant
T NT plant st South Amboy was blown
‘o stoms. Eight thousand homeless
Eight thousand hungry—and then the
dresd nfluetiza added 1o the misery

Tha Red Cross was oo the job belore
daytwonk

Mayor Werr sald: "The prompt ar
tival of the Red Cross Forces . ... came
as & buret of sunshine in the darkness.”

The work of the Rad Cress mwel go on b
i go o

Thun magnificsmt orgen umtion s be meis.
tnined to mesl the dissaters of the Metwre s 1
has, mat Use disaaters of the past.

Ln sddities, the Red Cross will tace Wemen-
dous demands lov the werk of socil wellers
I8 Numen Blighted by the world war, buth bere
i abromd

Mod Crins Chytowsas Roll Call, Dec 164 18

Pay your one dollar and get your 1919 button.
Then wear your button to business and wear

it the entire week.

THE CHRISTMAS ROLL CALL
of the RED CROSS

starts tomorrow.

No one is to be solicited again who Is wearing his button
=—cveryone is expected to join, but to join once.

It is a campaign for members, not money.

There will be no more money drives.

Fullmembership is one dollar—your button is vour receipt.

Manhattan's quota is every man, woman and child, bar-
ring only the hopelessly poor, the criminal and the insane.

No one doubts the huge membership that will result, but
it is the last quarter of a million who will be hard to reach
—the inaccessible, for example, those living on barge canal
boats, night workers, those who are ill, those in the more
remote scctions, those employed in institutions which must

be visited.

If you and all others who are handy will join first thing
Monday morning and will then wear your button, it will make
it much easier for us to reach that last quarter of a million
and make, at the same time, the greatest speed record the
city has ever known.

Doubly help by joining Monday.

Wear your button—be sure to wear your button.
All you need is a HEART and a dollar.

Red Cross Christmas Rbll Call

DECEMBER 16th to 23rd

New York County Committee, 665 Fifth Avenue

This space paid for by the [ollowing

P. McGovern & Co.
National Remedy Co.

Jacob S. Bernheimer & Bro,
Murray & Broking, Inc.
Opler Brothers, Inc.
Sylvcftcr & Levy, Inc.
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