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mutt I "the American Viewpoint"?

From one of the most Intelligent of
the American correspondents now Jn
Paris, Mr. David LAwmrcx of the
Evening PoK ve get lh! reflection
Of President Wilson's understanding
of his representative capacity whllo
abroad:

"Aryerlca Kara a fitting-- climax to the
achievement of tier millions of troop by
stadln the Commander In Chief of her
amy and navy, the spokesman of a
democratic people, to ride aide by aide

Witt tils President of France trtumph-asU- y

through tha main thoroufkfares
of tha city."

What docs this mean7 There never
was a time when nn exact definition
of the purposes and status of the
President was moro eagerly desired
by his fellow citizens nt home.

Does Mr. David Lawrence mean
that President Wilson Is over there
as a military figure, ns Commander
In Chief of the United States Army
nnd Navy? If so, what does this cor-

respondent mean by declaring that
America sent the Commundcr la Chief
over there? It Is a notorious fact
that the President sent himself, with-

out the advice nnd consent of Con-
gress, without the npproval or per-

mission of any qualified governmental
authority, nnd In tho face of an
almost unanimously adverse public
opinion.

If, on the other hand, President
AVrxsoN Is over theie, not In his mili-

tary capacity, but ns "the spokesman
of a democratic people," he must be
u volunteer spokoman only, for he
ppenks for a democratic people who
have given him no Instructions and
have bad from him no Intimation of
what he purposes to say or do in
their name.

Most of the despatches from Paris
since the President's arrival have
treated his mission as If he were the
holder of a mandate and the benrcr
of a message from the American peo-

ple a High Commissioner or Ambas-eado- r

sent across tho ocean to com-

municate to the stntcsmen of the Al-

lied Powers the wishes of tho Ameri-

can people concerning a definitely un-

derstood and publicly npproved policy
for the future regulation of the af-

fairs of Europe.
Wo hear n good deal about "the

American viewpoint," as if such n
viewpoint existed somewhere else
than in the President's own mind nnd
behind a lock to which he alone pos-

sesses the combination.
What Is "the American viewpoint"?

Thnt Is what the Senate, the ultimate

les which the Executive enn merely
propose to it for ratification, Is em
powered to declaro by resolution.
That Is what the Congress, the Sen
nto nnd the Ilouse together, is empow
ered to declare by Joint or concurrent
resolution. That Is what tho people
df the United States might be sup-

posed to express unofllclally by the
platform pronouncement of both grent
political parties declaring concur-
rently, or even by the platform pro-
nouncement of the party known to be
in tho majority of the popular vote.

But how can n viewpoint known
only to the President nnd by blm con-.ccal-

up to dato from all but his
prlvnto und confidential nssoclates (if.
Indeed, It Is known oven to them) be
'described as "tho American vicw-poln- t?

Tlio very use of tho phrase
In connection with nn unascertained
policy and unrevealed intentions is
ridiculous In logic and ofTenslvo to
democratic Ideas, since it implies an
individual's autocratic control of the'
thoughts und will of the people.

As It Is Done lu Franrc. ,

More Americans than ever before
are reading y the news from
France, and for thoso of them to
whom tho graces and beauties of the
lister republic are strangers there
could bo no better Introduction to
theso distinguishing characteristics of
a hrnvo nnd highly civilized people
than tho words of that have
hern and will be addressed to Presi-
dent Wu.ho.v.

In tho nlcoly rho-- t i phrases of
President I'oi.wahk, limpid In their
clarity nnd delicately adjusted to moot
tho exacting necewltios of the ocen

hns chining examples of tlio oratory
of reception. Compliment nnd courtesy,
ench n model of dignity and proprloty,
ardent without obsequiousness, en-

thusiastic without being fulsome. In
each of them tho hospitality, tlio
grutltudo and tlio confidence of tlio
French people linvc complcto expres-
sion; In neither of them Is there sacri-
ficed thnt Independence of thought nnd
Intellectual probity thnt distinguish
French scholarship.

The French do theso things hobltu-nll- y

with n skill and assuredness no
other people equal. Tholr superiority
the whole world acknowledges; it Is
demonstrated whenever nn opportu-
nity presents Itself.

What Arc We Going to Do With
Our Thirty rtllllon Dollar Pro-

ductive Capacity?
Senator Shoot la quoted as declar-

ing that he docs not believe the coun-
try's "maximum productivity has yet
reached ?1C,000,000,OW." The Sena-
tor from Utah usually has so clear a
conception of the country's economic
elements nnd is so woll Informed as to
Ito Industrial details that. If the as-
sertion Is correctly credited to him
and if he means our productive ca-

pacity, we are nt a loss to compre-
hend how he reaches his astonishing
conclusion.

In this year of 1018 tho market
value of the com crop alone, with Its
2,5Si,814.000 bushels, was on Novem-
ber 1 moro than three and u hair
billions of dollars. Winter nnd spring
wheat together, with moro than

bushels, scored a market valuo
of $1,874,203,000. Moro than 1,000.-500,00- 0

bushels of oats added another
billion dollars. Some"ll,700,000 bales
of cotton piled up as their share of
produced wealth $1,010,000,000. Hay
yielded In dollars moro than 51,522.- -
000,000. Potatoes went close to half
a billion dollars.

Corn, wheat, oats, barley, pota-
toes, hay, tobacco, rye, buckwheat,
flaxseed, rice cud cotton all In a lump
returned to the producers of those
crops, not a distnnt market value,
but a farm value of more than twelve
billions of dollars.

On top of that agricultural yield
there must be added the tons of mil
lions of tons of iron nnd steel, with
a valuo In the billions of dollars long
before they reached their final stage
of the finished product In all Its ap
plications. There are the 2,000,000.-00- 0

iwunds of copper, this single
metal representing at the Govern-
ment price a value of more than
half a bllllqn dollars. There aro tho
oceans of oil, tho tens of thousands of
tralnloads and cargoes of coal. There
aro tho fabulous yields of the forests
for building material, for the manu
facture of paper, for .the thousand
and one different articles Into which
wood, like steel, goes without end.

There sre the cattle on the ranges,
the output ..f tho dairy farms, tlio
poultrj I'iirms, the vegetable gardens.
It may not be generally known, but It
Is a cold Industrial fact that one of
the largest yields in dollars of nil
the wealth that annually comes to
the hand of mankind Is from the
poultry farm. A huge factor Is also
the dairy.

And all those direct products are
aside nnd apart from the prodigious
Industrial production which Is sec-
ondary 'to nnd dependent upon the
primary production. This embraces
not merely the tools, the engines, the
very toys thnt nro wrought out of
Iron and steel; the hogs that are fat-
tened with corn ;itho raiment that is
made of silk and wool and cotton
the tens of thousands of secondary
articles that supply the wants and add
to the comfort and enjoyment of our
own people and of many others scat-
tered all over tho world. If tlie ma-
terial cannot be counted afresh over
and over again as it goes Into one
product after another, nevertheless
each time It measures more producing
capacity and counts increased value.

There Is no manner of doubt that the
maximum productivity the produc-
tive capacity of the United States is
well past twice tho estimate of Ken-at-

SitooT. Inflation of prices may
have driven It billions and billions be-
yond even twice Senator Smoot's fig-

ures. It Is true that Inflated prices
do not mean real value, as compared
with tho thing or tho service that has
remained normal, or nearly normal.
It Is true that before the world went
to war a larger corn crop than this
year's corn crop counted n billion
dollars lower in the market than thl
year's counts. It Is true that In 101 r
100,000,000 more bushels of wheat
than we have this year commanded
in tho mnrkct In dollars and cents
only half what this year's crop com
rannds. It Is true that, while we have
now 11,700,000 bales of cotton ex
pressed In money terms at moro than
$1,000,000,000, 2,000,000 more hales In
1013, expressed In dollars and cents,
were worth only half as much.

But ns man nnd the Government
have been supplying their needs on
the Inflated bnsls, so havo men been
exchpnglng among themselves and
with tho Government on exactly the
same basis. If the Government has
to clean up Its war bills at the In-

flated prices and this Is the burden
of Senator Smoot's thought It Is tak-
ing the taxes from tho samo Inflated
levels.

The question of paramount concern
to the nation does not lie thero. In-

flated prices or normnl prices, tweh--e

billions of productive capacity, or
thirty billions, or fifty billions, Ihe
question industrially tho life nnd
denth question Is, what aro we go-

ing to do with It?
With nil that productive capacity

hero in this country, nt tho highest
point of development It ever was,
with the greatest yielding power itelon, aud In tho admirably phrased ever had, tihall we go on producing

remarks of Ai.au.N M.TiiofAnn. Presl-Uvh- wo can produce, or shall wo
dent of heMupVIHVmnrilofl'nrh.'.p.it? ,P shall quit If cots are pro-e- ttuc lam City Hall, the world, ulbltlvc. We shall blow down until

the very wheels of Industry arc
locked.

This Is tho difference between peace
business nnd war business. With the
Government, the greatest buyer In
the world, ready to tnko all It could
got of our production, price was an
Incident. To the producer whose
flour will not lie given freo by Ihs
Government to massed armies, but
must bo sold to civilians nt large, tho
price, under the laws of supply and
demand, must fit the pocket of tho
buyer. What Is so of foodstuffs Is
so of textiles; It Is so of steel and
CQttonj It Is so of everything from
tho humblo vcgetablo to precious
Jewels.

Beyond doubt, wo have a produc-
tive capacity by normal measurement
of more ihtin thirty billions of dollars.
Aro we going to drive It at high speed
or are wo going to let It rust? If we
don't uso It, If we don't drive It on
the normal basis where It can be used,
It will mako mighty little dlfferenco
whether you call It a productive ca-

pacity of thirty billions of dollars or
thirty cents; wo shall bo on the down
grade. That Is the question. On a
normal basis, let's get to work.

Why tho Bed Crosi Wants Members
This note, hnstlly scribbled on the

back of a "Verboteu" order left by
the Austrlans In their retirement
from n town of northern Itnly, has
been received from nn American
woman representing the Bed Cross
In the devastated region of Itnly:

"I don't know when I ahalt net a
chance to write; probably never. It's
all too big to write anyway. I have
Just had a few mlnutea rest and sleep
by dropping down upon a bed vacated
by en Austrian and not yet fairly cold.
I have lost my volco and am nearly
dead have been working- - alxteen hour
a day but nothtnc has been bo worth
while We havo five camions with food ;

then, must await auppllea. We are feedi-

ng- 500 people a day. mostly milk and
fata. The town hoi not raftered greatly
except for the lack of food. But. oh
God, the miserably helplem bableo, chil
dren and aged peopla, the great number
of cases of Individual Buffering:'.'

The necessity for add Is perhaps
not greater In northern Itnly than
In other sections devastated by war,
northern France. Belgium, Serbia nnd
the Balkans. Neither Is the work
which tills American woman has been
doing exceptional ; hundreds of other
American men nnd women have been
laboring under the same severe pres
sure and have been enduring the same
hardships.

What the American Bed Cross is
asking this week of every man,
woman and child Is to Join the so
ciety, that Its workers may know their
fellow Americans support thoui with
sympathy and confidence as well as
with money.

The Presidents of Portugal.
Dr. SirxiNio Paes, who was shot

and killed by an assassin In Lisbon
orf Saturday, was the fourth Presi-
dent of the Ilepubllc of Portugal. Tho
republic Is only a little more than
eight years old, having come into ex-

istence on October (5, 3010, In the rev-

olution which brought ubout the down-

fall of King Manoet. and his flight
to Gibraltar on tho royal yacht The
following list gives the names of all
the Presidents of Portugal up to tho
present time, with the dates of their
accession to office:

Trboprilx Braoa 110
Manoei. de Ar.niAGA 1S11

TitEOPtiiLE Eraoa (ad Interim) ... .1315

Bernardino Macmado 115
BiDONto Pass 1917

The republican movement In Portu-
gal which resulted In tho overthrow
of the monarchy was chiefly caused
by the teachings and efforts of the

"Colmbrn school," n coterie
of political leaders and men of let-

ters connected, with the old university
nt Colmbrn, the ancient capital, where
a spirit of nationalism has prevailed
ever since the Institution was secular-
ised about tho middle of the eight-

eenth century, when It was wholly
withdrawn from the control of the
Church.

Dr. TiiBOPniLE Bkaga, the first
President nnd subsequently President
ad Interim, belonged to this school.
He wns a poet nnd a scholar, who Is
snid to havo done more than any
other man of his time to make tho
national literature nnd folk lore of
Portugal known to the outside world.
In n poem on the rrtle of young Portu-
gal In tho world's history he wrote:
"And with what arms shall Portugal

go llttlo as she ), In such great feats?
They call on her to play a leading part
Who khow that In tha IiUsltanla heart

f Love beats!"
From 1011 to 1015 Dr. Namis. m

ArstVoa was President. lie also rose
Into Prominence ns n member of the
Colmbrn school. He had been profes-
sor of mathematics at Colmbrn nnd
of English nt Lisbon. An aristocrat
by birth nnd humano and tolerant by
nature, tho perplexities of the world
war were too much for him In his
old age, and he was succeeded In tho
Presidency by Dr. Bbk.vardi.no Ma--

chado In August, 1010.

Machado wns the lender of tho
Toung Portugal movement among tho
Junior members of theColmbra school,
no wns a man of high character, a
statesman, diplomat and courteous
man of the world; and under his
Presidency tho German propaganda
in Portugal was overcome and Portu-
gal entered the war on the side of
the Entente Allies.

The President who hns Just been
Vlllcd, SinoNio Paks, was tho Portu-
gueso Minister nt Berlin during the
early part of tho wnr. no nlso had
been n member of tho faculty of the
university at Colmbrn. Beslgnlng
hl mllon In 101(1, hn returned to
Portugal, entered the military service,
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nnd In 1017 headed n counter revo-
lution in which he displaced O

nnd assumed the Presidency
provisionally, to which ho was

elected. He appears always
to havo been earnest In Ills support of
the Allied cause against Germany.

It must be admitted thnt tho
changes In the executive oflko have
been loo frequent to ho fnvornhle'to
tho causo of republicanism In Portu-
gal. A great liberal lender whom tho
people will keep In power throughout
tho Presidential term Is what tho
country neede most Just now. Pre-
cisely hov largo Is the expeditionary
force which Portugal contributed to
the war has not been ofllclnlly dis
closed. There was recently some crit
icism couccrnlug the conduct of the
Portuguese contingent In one of the
battles, which, however, has called
forth vigorous denials from those who
ought to be well Informed. The only
official mention of the soldiers of Por-
tugal which hns hnppencd to come to
our notice Is contained In a long des-
patch from Field Marshal Sir Dona-LA- S

Haio, printed in tho London
Jimt on October 25, where he says :

"I desire also to express my appreci-
ation of the services rendered by the
Portuguese troop a. who had held a sec-

tor of my front continuously throughout
the winter months and were called upon
to withstand the assault of greatly su-

perior forces."

This does not look as though the
Portugueso were derelict In duty.

All liberty loving Amcrlcnus will
wish well to the good people of the
young republic during their present
troublous times.

Our Line In Germany.
Marshal Focn's forces havo now

generally reached their objectives to
the east of tho Rhine, and unless tho
Allied High Commnnd decides to oc-
cupy the neutral zono between tlio
bridgehead of Cologne nnd the Dutch
frontier we may look forward to no
troop movements beyond the lines
ulrendy established. The occupation
of this neutral zone Is contingent on
tho decision of the military lenders
thnt now guarantees ure necessary
from Germany; presumably exact
compliance with otlier terms of the
armistice by the Germans will render
It unnecessary.

Our own troops, with two French
divisions, have practically estab-
lished themselves In the semicircular
area to the right of the Ithtne which
they are to tliold. Tills area has a
radius roughly of nineteen miles. Al-

ready, according to despatches from
the front, the soldiers nrc asking that
fnvorlte question of armies: "Where
do wo go from here?" For this ser-
vice General Pershino hns designated
divisions commonly described as be-

ing of the Bcgulnr Army nnd the
National Guard, but It must be borne
in mind that tho units composing
these divisions have been filled up
from National Army drafts. On
August 7 of this year. In the words of
the Secretary of Wnr, the "distin-
guishing apnellntlons 'Begular Army,'
National Guard' and 'National Army'
were ordered discontinued," and tho
military forces now constitute the
"United States Army."

While French troops shnre with ours
the occupation of this sector, Ameri-
can units are with the French further
up the Rhine, This Intermingling of
forces has been ordered to glvo an
International aspect to the occupa-

tion of the German territory now hold
In pnwn by the Allies and the United
States. That this great forward move-

ment should have been accomplished
without serious colllslous with the
clvlllnn population Is extrpmely grati-
fying, and testifies strongly to the
high quality of the troops to which It
was entrusted.

A month ago the singing of "The
Watch on tho Rhine" In public would
havo caused a riot, 1ut every Ameri-
can wishes well to-d- ay to the watch-
men of the river.

The Mayor of Aleppo presented the
keys of tho city and bread and salt to
General at the sate. Drapatch
from London.

War is not devoid of picturesque in-

cidents in all parts of the world.

Colonel J. O, Rhea, chairman of tho
American bridgehead commission at
Coblenz, hoi issued a proclamation pro
viding that prices of food and other
things shall bo the same for tho Amer-
icans as for the Germans. Compli-
ance with this order to limit tho right
of native tradesmen to extract money
from the pockets of tourists will bo
rcgardod a- ono of the terrible hard-
ships of war.

No man In Europe since N'ArousoN
has been move popular than President
Wlbon. The Epooa of Itomt,

The comparison is new nd rather
startling. Napoleon was not an ad-

vocate of freedom of tho teas, but he
did have a lot of ideas about tho boun-
daries of European states.

Tho German Colonel wtio remarked
that the Americans lacked exporlenco
in technicalities of modern warfare,
but knew how to go ahead, probably
never had the pleasure of travelling In
Amerlcnn subways.

WHAT DO THE REDS WANT?

They nave the Vote Now; What
Moro Do They Wish I

To the Editor or Tub Sun Sir: What
do the "reds want? Haven't they got
a voter Suppoae they had a red re
public, could It give them more than
that? But of course we all know what
they want. Ren, White and Blub.

New York, Deoembcr is.

Neither Peace Conference Nor Christmas
lias Come.

To tnn Kpitob or Tiir. Bcn Sir: Will
you kindly aavlie If the following bet
should b settled?

A bet that there would be a meetlnr of
accredited representatives from the Allied
and airman nations to dlscuu peace before
Christmas. 1018.

D bet that this would not take place
before Christmas. IBIS.

Should D pay th bet nuw .'

New 1'oiik, December 10. & 1

DECEMBER 17, 1918.

SAFETY IN THE STREETS.

Examinations and Bonds to Curb
Reckless Motor Car Vrher.

To the Koitor or Thk SUN Sir: Last
week sevorat New York newspapers
called attention to tlilrty-elgl- it deaths
during tlio month of November
from tho operation of automobiles in
Greater New York. Tho, cause can be
safely attributed to tho carclessnem,
vlclousners or drunkemtess of uutomobllo
drivers.

1 bellove It Is the duty of every owne
of an automobile nnd those who do not
own automobiles to cooperato in using
their Influence to 'have a bill parsed by
tho legislature compelling every driver
of an automobile. Irrespective as to
whether ho Is an owner or chauffeur, to
furnish a bond or n liability policy to
the amount of not tr?s than $5,000

a license to operato an automobile
Is granted by the Secretary of Htate.

Such a bill should compel any per-
son applying for n license to pass
thorough examination as to his ability
to drive a car; his character should be
Investigated, and any person applying
for a license found to be Irresponsible
o- - who haa ever been convicted of a
violation of the traffic laws should be
refused a license. Furthermore n. section
should bo appended to tho bill or a sep-

arate bill passed which would nenallxo
nny person driving a car without a

or whllo under tho Influence of
liquor, and such penalty should not be
less than two years In a State prison
without the option of a fine.

At the first glance this svggestlon
might appear to be nn effort on the part
of the insurance companies to Increase
their volume of business. It Is quite
true tho volume of business would

but by the elimination of care
less, vicious and drunken drivers of
automobiles the number of accidents
would decrease at least 50 per cent.,
which would result In a corresponding
reduction of tho present high cost of
automobile Insurance.

As a whole, chauffeurs of taxlcabs
aro such a type that no Insurance com-
pany will Insure this hazard, although
the rates 'are very high. The elimina-
tion of tho careless, drunken and vicious
element among owners and chauffeurs
would without doubt eliminate nt least
60 pr cent, of the accidents occurring
dUlly. To-da- y the careful driver of nn
automobile in obliged to pay from 25
per cent, to 50 per cent, more for his
automobile lnsuranco than ho would
have to If this city was not Infested
with this type of irresponsible drivers.

It la absolutely unfair to the careful
driver that he should be bbllged to suf-
fer for such a condition; therefore the
passage of such a bill would not alone
protect the general public, but would

the present high cost of automobile
Insurance and nt tho same time as-

sure thoFO injured through negligence
nnd carelossneai of a Just and proper
settlement.

To lllustrato a caie I have in mind :

The man was a wace earner earning
tiO a week. Through tlio carelessness
of a taxlcab driver ho was Injured very
severely, suffering Internal Injuries and
a broken leg, and was taken to n hos
pital. This man Is married and has
two children, nnd the nature of his
work called for Immediate replacement
of his services by putting another man
In his stead. Owing to the present high
cost of living he was unable to save to
provide against such a contingency, and
as a consequence he left the hospital
one month before he was able to do so
In order to attempt to provide fo- - his
family, arriving at his homo In n weak-
ened condition. Ills physical and men-
tal condition was aggravated by the
fact it hl.i family was In want and
he w In debt to an nmount approxi-
mating J600, and was without employ-
ment The owner of tho taxlcab Inso-
lently told him

(
to go k"to the devil"

when ho made a demand upon him for
hospital expenses nnd the amount lost
through

Upon Investigation it was found that
the tax'.cab driver, who was also the
owner, was Judgment proof; his taxi-ca- b

was mortgaged to Its total value,
nnd there was absolutely no redress for
this man. Taxlcabs are In nearly every
Instance mortgnged, and the majority of
owners, excepting the large nnd respon-
sible concerns, aro Judgment proof.

Thero are 30.000 cripples In New Tork
State whoso crippled condition was
caused by automobiles, and not mora
than :0 rer cent, of these have been able
to collect damages from the owners or
drivers of the cars that Injured tham,
aUhough they were undoubtedly re-

sponsible for such Injuries.
This is truly a deplorable condition,

and I do not believe the automobile
owning publlo or the gen rat public
after learning the actual cc .ltlons that
exist would be antagonistic to such a
bill, as It would protect the careful and
responsible man and almost Immediately
eliminate the Incompetent, careless,
vicious and drunken driver of an auto-
mobile.

If I can secure the proper cooperation
from the nutomoblle owning public nnd
also the general publlo I will be very
glad to have such a bill Introduced In
Its proper fo-- and I would be very
glad to take this subject up with any
Interested person. I believe the New
Tork newspapers will appreciate that
this Is for the general welfare of tho
public and not for tha selfish purpose
of necurlng largo volumes of premiums
for automobile Insurance.

An I said before, It will reduce the
present high cost of such Insurance from
23 per cent, to 80 per cent, to those
who nro at present carrying Insurance,
and reduce tho deaths and Injuries
caused In the samo proportion. It.

New York, Deoembcr 16.

STREET CLEANERS' PAY.

An Appeal for Public Support for
Wage Rendjnitment.

To tiir Editor or Tim Sun Str: The
United Department of Street CleWng
Employees Protective Association has
won a point :n lt effort to obtain tlmo
and a half for Sunday and overtime
work. The Board of Alderman has
passed a resolution In favor of this re-

form : tho Hoard of Estimate is to act
on this mattjr at Its meeting on Tues-
day. The lord's Day Alliance la work-
ing to have the resolution favorably
considered.

Clergymen's support Is asked for the
poorly paid street cleaner.

The Knights of Columbus ore Inter-
ested, also different merchants' associa-
tions and boards of trade.

Street cleaners now receive IS. 50 a
day.

Sunday, for eight hours, 85 cents an
hour, und no overtime during weekday.

Tho Hoard of Estimate will tco tho
Injustice and remedy It

Anton Sciirrr,
Corresponding Secretary.

Rbooxltn, December 10.

nrlefly Chronicled In Arkansas.
JtrwlaS eorretpnnttnrn fitnllreUn .Urinrr

'Old Kate" umnuted lioolo Oluaup
Thursday, but Uaou got up unhurt

R. A. C. SMITH ON BIDS FOR
PIERS.

The Clly Mnst Protect Itscif Against
Speculators.

To tiik UtiiTon or The Sun Sir: 1

feet compelled to make a few observa-
tions on soma of the matter that has
been appearing In the dally press re-

cently concerning piers, "Tho Need for
Them," 'Tho IMngcr to Our Commerce
In Lack of Piers" and other odds and
ends et loons and pointless argument
Much has been said about applications
for piers that cannot be met and of
lack of space required, but who has
said anything about tho genutnencsn or
merit of theso applications? How many
of them aro flrrq or binding bids?

When I took up the work of the
Dock Department six years ago I found
on tho desk a largo number of appli-
cations for piers j many of them were
duplications. When I had them weeded
out and got down to the probable ones
I found that very few of the Indi-

viduals who were given as the respon-
sible persons had any conception of the
prices that had to bo paid to give even
a fair return to the city on jthe in-

vestment. Applications for pktrs are
usually reduced In number the moment
you ask to what extent an applicant
will bind himself if the city will build
him a pier.

The Comptroller, that emt'ient "watch-
dog" of tho city treasury, is made to
appear as captious for wanting to see
what guarantee there will be that the
city wdll be warranted In making ex-

penditures sucb an aro required for piers.
But what would happen to him It he
spent twenty millions on piers that be-

came the prey of speculative Investors?
There must be a definite and com-

prehensive financial plan to safeguard
the city nnd get proper revenue to re-

duce tha taxes. It A, C. Suitk.
New York, Deoembcr 14.

THE SAILOR WITH A GIRL.

Policewomen Should Discriminate In

Their Professional Activities.
To tiik Editor or Tun Sun fltr: Un-

der dato of December 3 I wrote a
lotter to you which was published In
Tan Sun of December 10 which called
attention to the work carried on by the
policewomen of tho greater city. Whllo
looking ovr The Sr.v this morning I
noticed that a letter from Genevieve
Allen Is published upholding the work
r theso policewomen and relating some

experiences that she herself witnessed.
Now I wish to say that Mies Allen

may be perfectly right in her view, and
the girls she has reference to In her
letter might have been saved from be-
ing led astray, but I wish to call her at-
tention to th fact that my letter did not
refer to sailors who pick up gl-l- ?. as
the saying goes.

My letter refers to saijors who hive
known girls for some time and who
after taking tho girls to a dance or
show are returning home and while en
route to the girl's home have been
stopped by these policewomen. Many
casos have been brought to my atten-
tion of boys under my supervision who
have been Btopped while on their way
home from a dance with girls whom
they have been keeping company with
for some time.

I aureo with Miss Allen that these
policewomen are doing wonderful work,
hut I think some of them are taking It
upon themselves to do extra work when
they stop young ladles who are In the
company of sailors. I think It per-
fectly proper for thev policewomen to
caution girls who are Inclined to flirt,
especially after certain hours at night,
when thc.ti girls should not be out un-
accompanied.

My criticism of these policewomen Is
not unjust, as stated by Miss Allen,
because I only refer to cases where
the.se policewomen Interfere with girls
who nro In the company of sailors after
hnvlng had tho pleasure to be with them
at the thoatre or a dance, and not to
girls being picked up.

If my letter hnd been properly Inter-
preted by Miss Allen she would not
have stated that I was criticising the
good work of the policewomen, because
1 admire the splendid work done by
theso women In the cases stated In her
letter.

Now If Mls Allen Is so much In
terested In this affair I wish she would
answer my questlono ns put forth In
my first letter, namely, "In your candid
opinion do you think that this is the
proper thing to do toward boys who.
whan a national emergency arose, were
patriotic enough to give their services
to their country? Do you think theso
boys, many of whom have given tholr
Uvea for their country, should be In-

terfered with when they rate liberty slid
deserve a little pleasure?"

Now Miss Allen. I do not refer tn
girls who have been picked up by
sailors, hut to girls who havo been going
with tho same sailors for many
months. John- - n. White,

Chief Yeoman. V. S. Navy.
Brooklyn, December 16.

Another Navy Mnn's Experience.
To tub Editor or The Sun Str: In

reply to Genevieve Allen's lotter dated
December 13, In reference to the case
of Chief Yeoman White being Interfered
with by policewomen while In the com
pany of a young lady, I wish to state
that I have experienced the same cm
barrasvnent as Mr. White.

On a recent date while waiting for a
street car with two young ladles, whom
I have known for the past three years,

j they were approached by a policewoman
and told to get off the street, and when
I tried to explain to her that I knew
these Indies for some tlmo and that they
were In my company 1 was told to keep
quiet and threatened with arrest

Where does Miss Allen consider this
noble work on the part of the police-
women? Arthur IL Tho was.

Chief Boatswain's Mate, U. S. N.
Hrookltn, December 16.

THE RED CROSS HOTEL.
Explanation of n Paris Housing En-

terprise Wanted.
To tiik Editor or The Sun Sir: Tim

Sun printed this despatch from Paris
on December 11 :

The Hotel du Louvre, on tha Place du
Falals Royal, will be used aa an American
ofllcera hotel. General Pershlnr haa re-
quested the American Red Creas to make
arrangements to take over the hotel and
run It en the American plan.

If this la not true, I believe that It
ought to bo denied through The Sun.

If It Is true, I bellevo that the people
should be Informed an to the condition
which Justifies the American Red Cross
In managing a hotel In Paris.

O. J. WltSIT.
AMiTTVll.tr, December 16.

We havo no reason to bclievo the
news from Paris is Incorrect, and wo
Rsmimn that the Red Cross hns em-
barked on this enterprise to Improve
the lot of American olllccrs in Paris.

TAX BILL WINS IN

FIRST 'SENATE TILT

Senate Favors Pcrinltting In-co-

Deductions for Pre-

vious Year's Losses.

LENR00T MAKES ATTACK

Says Clauso Penalizes Skilled

Bnsincss Men for Incom-- I

petents' Errors.

SsedaT J5r!leA fa Thb Bis.
Washington, Dec The Senate

Finance Committee came off victorious
in Its first clash with the opposition to

the revenue bill in the Senate to-d-

when by a voto of it to 16 the commit-

tee's amenment provldinc that a de-

duction shall be made for net losses

suffered In 117 tn colculattns the In-

come taxea of Individuals, business
firms and corporations for tho ensuing
taxable year was upheld. The com-

mittee's provision was criticised by
Senator Lenroot (Wis.), whose argu-
ment was supported by Senator La.
Follotto (W1b.).

The opposition to the committee's
nffl.nmant tn.1llWH flieilA Ren ft tOTH '.

Borah (Idaho), Frollnshuysen (X. J.),
Oronna (N. D.), Harding (Ohio), Jones
(Wash.), Kenyon (la.), ia onoue
and Lcnroot (Wis.), Nelson (Minn.),
Vnn4. VV S til nAavf nr t Wash.).
Sterling (S. D.). Republicans, and
King (Ut&n), itiroy iatk.;, Austin
(Idaho) and Vardaman (Miss.), Demo
crats.

Calls Direct Loss lOO.OOO.OOO.

Senator Ienroot attacked tha com-
mittee's amendment, saying that it
was unfair to demand of a business
which is properly managed that it
should pay money Into tho Treasury
to be paid to other corporations whlcli
had been mlsmanged or which had
Buffered lasses through taking specu-
lative chances, fiald he:

"If a man In business made a loss in
1917 he would bo entitled under this
provision to have paid htm out of the
Treasury the amount of loss from his
profit of 1918, and if that Is not suf
ficient he would bo entitled to rarry
tho loss over Into 1920 nnd receive an
additional refund. It is unfair to tha
business and Industry of the country
and will cost tho Government mill-Ions- ."

At this point Senator La Follettc In-

terrupted to ray that It was estimated
that the direct loss to the Government
through this abatement provision
would be $100,000,000.

Senator Jones (Wash.) Interrupted
Senator Lenroot long enough to ask
Chairman Simmons (N. C.) if he con-
sidered Senator Lenroot's statement a
fair one. Senator Simmons sal he
did and Senator Lenroot continued:

"If $100,000,000 Is the estimate of
tho amount of loss In the revenue to
the Government on tho assumption
that business goes on as usual It Is
fair to assume that If business and
Industrial depression does come It will
cost tho Government $1,000,000,000 in-
stead of $100,000,000.

Sees Tax Theory Orertururd.
"The whole theory of tho Income

tax Is that a man shall be taxed ac-
cording to lils Income made each year
and this provision would nullify that
completely by permitting a deduction
for losses over tho three year period."

Rising to defend tho comm!tae'3
provision. Senator Jones (N. M ) said
tho theory of tho bill Is that the taxes
should he levied according to tho abil-
ity of the taxpayer to meet them.

"Where then," rotortej Senator Lon-roo- t,

"a min has made n very large
profit, an oxecssivo profit, it Is not
Just to allow him a deduction for
losses of two or three years back when
In the very samo enactment you im-
pose taxea which aro not levied ac-
cording to tho ability of the man who
pays but must be paid whether the
taxpayer is ablo to afford It or not."

Senator Smoot (Utah), who com-
pleted y his speech on the gen-
eral terms of tho bill, told the Senate
that the next Congress would have to
deal with the tariff question If Amer-
ica's markets were not to he flooded
with foreign made Roods once Europe
settled down to conditions approxi-
mating normal.

Objects to Discriminatory Tax.
"I can only say that I bellove it will

h.ive to come up very soon In Con-gii-ss- ,"

said Sonator Smoot. "We may
have to do It at an extra session. Cer-
tainly It cannot wait long."

Senator Smoot said that American
business men do not object to paying
taes but that they do object to having--

discriminatory tax imposed. "Tho
American business man," he said, "will
pay taxes whether the country is nt
war or not and he wants to pay his
f.i:r sliare.

"But when It comes to an unjust, a
dhcrlmlnatory tax that imposes one
tax on one concern and a different tax
on another concern in identically tho
same business nnd making the same
profits the business man has the right
to object. In some Instances concerns
have to pay four and five times as
much aa others In exactly tho same
business and with like profits.

"It is impossible to Impose an excess
profits tax or a war profits tax on the
burlness organizations of the country
without discriminating against some of

Straight War ProHta Tax,
"Tho only way out of the problem is

to have a straight war profits tax on
the gain mnde through waxwork. This
tax ought to be assessed only agnlnst
contracts or work still going on. The
character of tax that I believe would
be acceptable to all business Is a nor-
mal tax that would reach all concerns
making over 8 per cent, profit."

Senator Smoot spoke of the esti-
mated expenditures for the fiscal year
ending June SO, 1930, as $10,000,000,000
and declared that to meet this tho ma-
jority f the Senate Financo Commit-
tee had put a stipulation in tho war
rcvenuo Mil' for a maximum tax of

! J4.ii00.000.000. "How is thnt grins' to
siitTlfe? The only way out of It will he

' for the Government to lsne lind
The people might as well knoiv the
truth now."

Senator Smoot charged that tho
Democratsjn putting the maximum at
$4,000,000,000 for 1920 were scheming
to put the Republicans In tho posl-tlo- n

of having to pass heavj bond au- -

I thcrixatlon.

17 K. C. SECRETARIES

HOME FROM FRONT

Uravc Men Lighted Smokes for
Yankees Who Kept On

Firing at Foe.

ALL FELT BIGOItS OF WAR

Larkin and Fox Welcome tlio

First Collective-- Contingent
of Knights to Hetuni.

Seventeen secretaries of the Knights
of Columbus returned homo ester
day after braving war's dangers, hav
ing been so closo to nctlon that often
only Germans were in front of them
They wore Fred Asbaugh, Indianap-
olis; John Sparks, Dracut, Mass.
Thomas Walsh' and nobert McGratter.
Youngwtown, Ohio; J. A. Kccclston.
Union Hill. N. J.; E. 15. Ditch. Mot-ga- n

City, La.: Henry McCrca, Worco
ter, Mass.; James Powers, Philadpl-phla- ;

.1. A. La Roque, Augusta, Cm

Johnny Evers of baseball fnmo anj
Daniel McGrath, Troy: Francis Galla
her. El Paso; James BreUIn, Prov-
idence: C. S, Chapman, Boston; H A

Tone and T. F. Leonard, New York,
and the Rev, .Tames Edlng, Brookln.

They stepped from Iji Lorraine Into
the ams of William P. Larkin, direc-
tor of overseas Knights of Columbus

activities, and William P. Fox, n
prcme director of war activities In tha
middlo Western States. It was the
first collective body of secretaries tn
return from active field work of th
Knights of Columbus In France. The
men had seen servlco for month'
Somo had lain In trenches and all hud
felt tho rigors of war.

Rlad to Get Hack to Anerlra,
but of Bordeaux on December S

their ship ran Into a hurricane. At

last they were In New York, hungrv
for a good square meal on American
soil.

"Oh, give mo some ham and egg',"
shouted one whose last egg In Franca
had cost him ,"0 cents and an add-
itional sum f6r cooking and serving

"I want to get by the side of a good
Yankee cook stove." pleaded "Sandy"
Chapman, singer and comedian, of
Boton, who hod recollections of a

night In a hotel in Tarts when he hart
Ughted twenty-fou- r candles, two
pounds of tallow nnd wick, his own
purchase, to raise the temperature of
his room to a living degree. "It
looked like a wake." said "Sandy "

Each matt, when pressed for his own
Individual experience, insisted upon
relating the story of some other secre-

tary.
"There was Maurice O'Malley of

Chicago with the Sixth Artillery." saM

"Snndy." "lie was a man for ye.
in a trench. An American Lieu

tenant laid In No Man's Land '

O'Malley wanted, above nil things, to
rescue the Lieutenant. He had a ga'
mask which he tried again nnd again
to adjust, but in vain. 'To hell with
It,' he said, and he threr !' dor
leaped over the top of the trench, run
to the side of the wounded Liiutrnan',
picked him up In his arms nnd 'toR-gcre- d

bach Into the trench w th him"

Mretlnir a Friend Near Death.
fThrre wns the story of Joe Pcott of

San Francisco, a sccrcMry who wm
a"slf"tlng In an operating room !a
hospltRl. Ho was trying o get a
Portuguese barber from Massachu-
setts, wounded through tho kne. up
to tho operating table when an orderly

rush! up with another man terrlblv
wounded.

"Walt a moment," said the orderly,
"and let's see If we can dn something
for this poor follow."

Joe helped tho orderly I. ft the
wounded unknown to the tabic The
man got a look at Joe.

"What fell arc you doln' here, ,te

Scott?" panted the wounded man
"It's Rill Kelley. my old chum'

Scott.
Kolley died a few moments la'cr m

Joe Scott's arms.
Stories wcro told of Johnnv rs

and his mate Dan McGrath wh"
taught tho boys how tr play hasebs '

under the booming of gun nnd tr--

whistling of death dealing biil'-ft- .t

of tho great work of the Rev Jo
De Valle of New Bedford. Mass . w'o
went Into the situation man fishtn i

nnd whose arts von for him the Cr
do Guci i w. the DIxlinKiiished Stvh
Cross nnd nlso the decoration 'he
Lelon of Honor. The rt 'hat he
had been killed was untrue, the st-tari-

said.

RAJtEAOTTQUES0N VIFW.

Ultimo Mirror of Colonial r.imr Is

Shown Here.
Among the unusual pierv? in th"

hlbitlon of .intlques in tho Gin- - 'ie
Levy Galleries Ih u Hilo.io h'.i'j'
tho kind that are lnfrrqiier.' i

with in thfse days, .'iltliougti : i t.- -

were much In vncir n

Colonial Period The prrxent -- ;''Is Ri!d?d and aNo contain" h ,

strip of marble vrno r Ti.e
ornament to the frame U giu ' '

free. The origin of tliesi nun- -

uncertain, although their i a p :c
tlon in their stile, as vell a. :i

name, of Spain.
Another exhibit of intere.v -

renalssanco tapestry showing a i

Ing scene. The small figures arr --

t'red over the panel In what tn.;
called an nil over pattern. Th- - n

oratlvo cfTOL-- t is excellent.
rarity of unlocated origin is a pla1- - n'
old. s.iMihlro blu" glass whi ' ' -

on Its siirfaco a Medusa head ;

glass, cut cameo fash on T
nothing in the museum' of h
ncter. and somo of the ronie:
regard to It nro that it Is an
Greek work.

MUTTON PLATES BRING .$260

Flrat Sale From Sterling. .lire- -

tlon Totals ftl.OST.

In the sale of the John W P-- v f
furnlKlilnes. which hecan veeterdaj a'

'tho American Art Association th -t

price was $250, paid by Otf Bp""
agent, for No. 131. n set or M'n
soup plates. A set of Mmfnn '

pl.ites In blcu-de-r- glav V- -

went to James MucUonuld for $

Mr. MacDomild also gi I I
No. 12S, a set of lires-de- pi
tervico plates, nnd JUS for N.
set of Mlnton dinner plates
Seaman, agent, iltl iM fur N

set of cut ghs, and M'"
bought N" 4S. a ot of lliit si

total lor tho Hi !'
ITIioulc will Lvntu.ue lu Uh;


