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*Just This**—and Nothing More.

AL Inst!" must have been in the
mind if not on the lips of every ox-
pectint hearer when President Wit
sox, nt the Sorbonne on Satnrday,
pronouneed the following words as the
opening phrase of a new yparagraph in
hils eloquent address nccepting the de-
gree worthlly conferred upon him by
the University of Puris:

"My conception of a League of Na-
tions is Just this—"

There I= nothing more ardently de-
plred ot this time by the Government
and the people of the United States,
nnd by the Governments ninl peoples
of other natlons nssociated with us
in the business of eoncluding peaee,
than an exact definltion of President
Wisox's conception of a League of
Nailons, . He hms told us over and
over ngain what he hopes that league
will do for the future peace. of the
world., He has made it the chief
factor in the business of concluding
pence. He has established It as the
plvot, the kingpin, of his Fourteen
Points, But he has never told the
Congress, or told the Senate, hls part-
ner n the making of treatles, or told
the Senate’s Committer on Forelgn
Relations, or told the American peo-
ple In whose name ha Is continually
speaking to Europe, or, 8o far ns s
known, told any lving creatura here
or abroad just what that eoneeption
is. For all practical purposes of di-
plomacy nnd policy hig League of Na-
tions has rematned’ until now an irl-
deseent dream ratherhan n concrele
product of statesmanship.

Therefore it must hnve seemed that
the time for definlte expositlion had
come at lnst when President Witsox
began a new paragraph by saying:

*“My conceptlon of a Leagus of Na-
tions 1 just this—*

The long dash printed above 1s part
of the efficlal report of the President's
speech. It eoparated the promise
from the fulfilment. It {ntroduced or
purported to Introduce the delayed
and much desired explanation of just
what his coneeption of n League of
Natlons !s. And after the long dash
ecamo this dash of ¢old water on the
axpectations legitimately aroused by
the preamble of promise:

*“fust this——thiat 1t shall operate an the
organized mmoral force of men through-
out the world, and that whenever or
srherever wrong and aggression are
planned or contemplated, this searching
iight of ennsclence will be turned upon
rhem and men everywhere will wsk:
"What are the ptirposes that you hold tn
your heart against ths fortunes of the
worla?' ™

Thus the promlee of exnct definl-
ton of thur whilch President Winsox
is proposing in the name of the Gov-
ernment amnl people of the Unlied
Btates was dissipated agnin ot the
Sorbonne, as always hefore, Into the
nebulous vapor of vague and some-
what seéntimental generalltles.  In-
stend of telling the peoples just what
bis conception of n League of Na-
tlons 18, he gnve them mothing more
than an apocalyptic viglon of what be
hoped his unrevealed conception was
to do for the world,

Do we go too far when wa say, with
dwe respect for the Presidentinl ofce,
that this is—nnsatlsfying?

Better Broadway.

The decislon of the Brondway As-
sociation to cure the s of our big-
gost sireet I8 welcome (o every one
who has known Its former attractive-
neas und watelied with dismay the de-
rerlorntion of spme of Its wost im-
portant sectlons, 1t helps little (o
eay that Brondway has gone to pleces
only 1n spots, A chaln with o fow
rotten links 1s nuot much of & chaln
until those links are repluced. The
foet that Drondway below Unlon
Square s allve and humming, that
the Greoley und Herald squares sece
tions boom with business and thar
the Boulevard blocks nre a pleasiant
svenus does not hide the fact thot
there are parts of Brondway which
uo New Yorker polnts out with pride
W the visitor,

Broodway has suffered even from
presumed. benefite,  The very  subi-
ways that oughit to bring hack some
ol e lost witnlity Lo siretehes ke
thosn of the Twentles heva been the
vals6) of waking tha street djrty
simetlmes  almost  {mpassable, * for

r8, Bmall wonder that the shop-

- e piemee

ping publle on naturally to Fifth
and Mndison avenues, parficularly
after the Fifth avenve business men
haid won thelr battle agninst the Inva-
sion of the factories and after (he
zoning sysiem had put the growth of
Manhnttan on a business basls, 1t 12
the lesson of Fifth avenue that the
men of Brondway must heed, Tf they
want a clean new Broadway they
will have to fight for it

It will help, of course, to obtaln an
adequate lighting system and the
paving of the blocks that have been
torn and retorn Ly snccessive con-
tractors. It may be that better sur-
face ear service Is possible, What i«
even mare lmportant to the plan of
regeneration 18 the enlistment of the
syvmpathies of the property owners
all nlong Broadway. Too many of
them nre ke the Fifth avenue own-
ers who, until the Save New York
movement was hegun, saw no further
nhend than the rent check, not
realizing thal they were encouraging
business of u charncter which was.
not sulted to the distriet and which
would In time enuse fatal deterioru-
tlon of values,

Broadway was once the show win-
dow of Amerlea, or at least an Im-
port part of the retall map that ln-
cluded Twenty-third street and Sixth
avenue. It lost its handsome face in
that region through the evils that

later threatened Fifth/avenue.  The
avenue, now  socure  against  belog
spolled, put on the glories of the

shopping distrier,  But there is glory
enough to go around: that is proved
by the Madison avenue movement,
Brondway below Forty-second street
can be itself again, Its future de-
pendls to some extent upon the ald of
Rtate and elty officlals, but most of
all upon the spirit of the men to whose
Interests thie renaissance of the great
street 13 of vital Importance,

America’s Good Filohh in the Alr,

The report made by Major-General
Hgrnonn on the work of the Awerlean
Alr Serviee shows that our aid to the
Allles incrensed with o rush In the
last four months of the war. Yankee
fliers were eariy In the game, but
Yaunkee phanes were n bit late. It
wans not untll last spring, about the
time the great German offensive De-
gan, that an American filer In the
Awmgrican service scored a KUl al-
though a dozen herole young Aweri-
eans  had  distinguisheld themselves
long before that In the Lafayette Es-
cadrille and other units of the French
aviation service,

Between that first Rl in Mareh and
the first of July, according to the
figures presented by Laveexer L.
Dricgs In his “Heroes of Aviation,"
the totnl number of Ameriean victo.
ries was 147, and this total incinded
the triumphs of Lvveery, Tuaw, Pur-
~¥aMm, Bayniea and others sho had
flown under the tricolor. Now wa
learn from the Harbord report that
the official American score up o Ar-
mistice Duy was MO conemy planes
amd 82 balloony “brought down' ; and
it must be assumed that these were
all victares pehileved in the Amerlean
gervice, and since Fehruary., Major-
Generml Hagporp announces that the
destruction or cagiure of 491 of the
845 planes bhas been confirmed.

It is difficult to compare falrly the
American reeord with the avintion
scores of other nations, Mr, Duiuns
tells us that the total victorles of Lhe
French sces up to the middle of the
summer were 847; of the Britlsh,
1620, Beslde these the record of (he
American Expeditionary Force's air
service looks formidable nnd probahly
it will remaln respectable even afler
the Allles announce thelr complote
figures for the whole peripd of the
war, Including the explolts of the
fllers who were nor nres,

Our alr army was mude up of 57,
508 men, lneluding the 88,000 In tha
service of supply. Of thesa mora
than 6,000 men had been graduated us
pllots and 1,180 of these were pursnit
piots—the men who cllmb the skles
and skip from cloud to cloud, For
pursult, ohservation and bombing the
air servica had abont 7,000 planes
The Hurbord report does not specify
the origin of these, using the phrase
“recelved from all gonrees.” We shall
hear later atiout the explnits of par.
tienlar machines; for the present it 19
a satlsfactlon to know that our fliers
muwde n glorlous Garrison finlsh,

Serbis and Jugo-Siavia.

The compositlon of the Jugo-Sinv
Cablnet 18 undoubtedly an indleation
that the founders and organizers of
the new nation aim af o South Slav
copfedernation and mot nt an exten-
ston of the realm of SBerhin over the
Slnvie territory of the former Aus-
tro-Hungarian monarchy. The Cabl-
net, In the first place, 18 made up of
representatives of the Serbs, Cronts
and Blovenes; and In the second
place, M. Pasurrcr, who favored the
formatiop of an enlarged Serblan
kingdom, retires from the Premiership,
nnd M, Promon’ and Dr, Teusurros,
who opposed DIremler Passrron's
plan, become members of the Cabinet.

This arrangement s apparently
satlsfactory to Berbin, which has ne-
cepted 1t most Nkely 1o the bellef that
the plans of the Jugo-Slay State will
more readlly meet the approval of the
Pavis conference. A confederation of
Slav States without giving noy one of
them a gréat preponderance of power
In the Balkans 18 practical. Besldes
this, the extenslon of the rule of the
Herbs over the Oronis and the Klo-
venes would have o teandency to keep
allve the strife that Ix centuries old
between the two bronches of the Serb
people,  The Croals have, moreover,
considered Agram, thelr capital, ns
strong n centre of Serh Influence as
Belgrade, and hove resented the dom-
Inution of the Serbinn kingdom,

The retirement of Premler Pasmacn
would be a blow to the South-
ern Biav intereésts if It meant his

withdrawal from all participation
in the upbullding of the new nation.
His long service as Berblan Premler
has given him an nequaintance with
Bolkan and southern European poll-
ties that Is especlally nesded at the
preseént {ime. He ealled the Corfu
conferencs, where the scheme of a
South Slav unlon was formulated,
and he has worked eontinuously for
Its advancement. He will remain, It
Is sinted, ne one of the advisers of
Jugo-Stavia, and In that thers Is an
assurnnee of the same conservatism
that be has always cshown In Serblan
affales.

One of the distinetive galng through
the formation of the new Cablnet is
the possiblilty of a thoroughly na-
tlonal representative body at the
Parls conference. Some of the Minis-
ters were participenia in the Rome
and London conferences, whera the
questlon of territorial rights between
the Ttallana and Jugo-Slavs was Jdefl-
nitely decided, The confileting clulms
at that time were not considered Ir-
reconciinble, and it Is now belleved,
desplte the apparent elash of inter-
eats, that they may be settied upon
the terms of the original London

compact. .

Turkey in Bankruptey.

Turkey hod a publie debt of 151,-
636,007 Turkish pounds worth $4.40
ench In normal times In April, 1914,
acenriding to the figures complled for
the Statesman's Year Book., Of this
Frauce held 62 per cent. and Ger-
many 20 per cent.  Since the begin-
ning of the war Turkey has recelived
ndvances amounting to  £T79,000,000
from Germany, repayvable not more
than eleven yenrs nfter the close of
the war. Now Herlln reports that
Turkey contemplates “natlonal bank-
ruptey” 1o free liself from fte finan-
clal burden.

It is comeeivable that the debt held
by Turkey's own subjects might be
repudinted, and Germany s Im no
position to enforee repayment of the
money owlng to her and her people.
lt.:u Franee will not acquiesee in the
repudiation of the delt vwed to her
and her people.  The repayment of
this will be Ins!'sted upon, and France
12 now jn a positlon to enforee hep
demnands. The honest payment of the
dehis owid to the Allles and thelr co-
belllgerents by the conguered Quud-
ruple Alllunce will be n subjeet for
consideration nt
onee,

Turkey's finances have always beon
fearfully and wounderfully managed,
and {n 1881 an arrangement with her
creditors wag made under the terms
of which n Councll of Administration
nt Constuntinople received and dls-
tributed to the bondbolders tha funds
derividd from excise duties, from the
Bulgarinn, Eastern Rumelinan and (-
prus tribute, and from the tax on
Perslan  tebaceo,  The net revepue
avallable fn 191314 for the debt ser-
vice wns L£THASZATZ, compnred with
£T4036,005 o 19207 Uotll 11008
the empire bad no budget.  Annunlly
since then s budget and finance Iaw
hava been vated, but these have been
supplemented by extraordinary bhudg-
ets for special purposes, adjustments
in the Anuncial yenr, ainl other finan.
cinl devices.

In 1915-16 Turkey had a deficit of
£T9.6681,530; for 101017 the deficlt
wns £T30.077,558, nnd for 101718
£T27,430896.  Obrlously, there wlill
he difficuities to overeome in obinlo-
ing parment from the dismembered
emplre, but the solution of such prob-

the TPence, (’unh-r-l
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hope they will take along a judicial
board to decide their claime to priorit
of arrival at the pole. In compariso
with & controversy batwesn n man in
the clouds and a man under the sur-
face uf the water, the Peary-Cook dis-
pute would fade Into insignificances,

Naval officers will sxplain to thelr
children that Banwa cannot ba seen be-
oause of low vipibility.

Reports from Russia indicats that
tha socinlization of Industry has been
A fallure magnificent beyond the
dreams of Tmbechiity,

In other words, according to Secre-
tary of State Lax=ixo, If we can‘t got
& chance to gink German warships in
falr Aght, we ahall not sink them when
they can't shoot back.

The men who lamented the pass-
ing of the old fashioned Christmes and
then got a touch of Arctic temperature
fn 1818 are openly reloloing at the
moderate weather wa are now having.

{ IDLE LAND IN NEW YORK.

I'I'hen- Are Many Unproductive Acres
Within Easy Reach of the Cly.

To e Epivon o Tug Svn—Fir: With
regard to your editoria]l article “Is Not
This Evil Curable?" you might be sur-
prised to know how much ldle farming
Iand there is within fifty miles of New
York,

BEpanding much of my spare tima in
the pursuit of brook trout and: being
limited to near by waters, T have fre-
[quently beem amazed In my wanderings
|®t the diwregard of the Government's
requent to cultivate the sotl

T have In mind partieniarly one stream
in Orange county of which I have fre-
quenily written for Twe Sox's Hod gnd
| Gun Department and for the outloor
Imn.n:ln". Not wishing fto Invite pro«
miscuous anglers, T have Invariably re-
forred to it as the valley of abandoned
farms,

Hera are thousands of acrea of ance
fertile Iand, acquired gradunlly during
the last twenty years hy a woman of
wealth, for what purpose no one knows
£ha has purchased all the land through
which the stream runs, and where once
were prosperous farma (s now hut a
waste of brush grown pasturage nnd

lectedd apple® orchards, crumbling foun-
| datlons of collapwed farmhouses, even
| family burying grounds.

All this land couid bhe resorsd
| ngrhcultiral uses,
'!hlu Inatance there s no =susplelon
profteering in land values, nor have
| the water rights any wvalue 1t Is n
| case of 1dle hoarding pure and slmple
I SneNt Sam

New Yonrk, !‘m‘rmmr 23
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AFTER PARIS, WHAT?

l.!lly We Not Hope for n Leagoe of
the Stellar System?

To Tie Eviror or T Sux—8ir: Just
s fiying men “tuke the air’ so Mr
}l..‘hlrlm Nevers Holmes and othern of
your oo respondents are tnking the ether
thesa dayva (or nignta) for scstatle up-
ward flights to iufinliy, and many of
uy, despermtely enamored, try to steal
celestial rides Ly hoovklng on Lehind,

l1at us enjoy these excursions while
weé may, for by and by, when the affairs
of “our excemiingly tiny planet home’
| have been put in ordes &5t ponce confer-
{endes and enough Texas statesnien Are
at lberty for the purpose, the rest of
the universe may be taken up, Anr the
George Washington s provided
with wing» & comet with a long and
radiant tall might be commandeared
and fitted up wity ax hives, typewrit.
| ol &¢,  Geverything except IRepubli-
cans), and off into space take its way
with a tremendous swish,  ‘The Inter-
etellar wireless systems would naturally
be taken over. Then every night Mr
Creel would emblagon the heavena with
bulletine: reaching from Aldebaran to
the Southern telling us  here
helow as much na we ought to know
nhout what was going on up thers and
throwing In our eyes, we stiould hope,

5ol

Croks,

loms as irs financial obligations be- [no mors cosmio dust than was neces-

voud its own borders Is ;i tnsk for |"Ary for aur o

the Peace Conference,

Governor Smith at City Hall.

Governor-elect Ssure told the Al-
dermen In bldding goodby to them ns
their presiding officer that he would
go w City Hall o trapsact ofMelal
business whenever occusion requires
during his term at Alhany, and he
added that he belleved “it wus upon
the theory that the Governor of the
State should it In the City Hall that
i room was sot apart for him."

We think Governor Bari is right,
and that the Governor's Room In Cliy
Huoll is not so named mereiy out of

wii good

Thenveforth the's would bte no mys-
teries In space for Mr Holmes to worery
Qhuu,t, such thinga ns ¢he *‘ghvthmie
whirl of wmwyrind unlverses” and ¢
| Urant harmonies™ would be reduced (o
I mtatieties which all of e could unde -
stand. Rut it would be well to get n
paasport before embarking on any more
nightly pligrimages H. A, B,

New Yon, Deoember 23
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Burlesonlsm, -
From (he Loviewille CowrlersJouraal,
Not Infrequently we henr from oroak-
ers that we have in this country u
menace of Bolshevism, But the real
menace which we are facing now ia not
Holsheviem but Purlesonism
| By Burlesonlsm s mentit

the paler-

courlesy to the chlef executive of thnfnnu,m. sociallsn), Prussiankem of Gov-

State, but becauseé Lhe Staw Jrself
provided thut benutiful apartment for
tha Governor's use when he visited
this town. Our impression is that the
State actuelly contributed Lo the cost
of bullding the City Hall, and thut
there I8 In existence n statute or n
contract or an agreement under the
terma of which this portlen of the
City Hall 1s the property of the Stnie
of New York.

If this !a the case, Governor Ssrrn
on his visits to the Governor's Hoom
will enter It, not as n welcome guest
of New York elty, though he will al-
wnys be that, but as the representa-
tive nand necredited agent of the pro-
prietors, the People of the Stnte of
New York.

When Mr. SBaxur drops from his
title the sufix “elect” and enters tho
Executive Chamber in the Oapltol at
Albany he will have at his disposal
a large and well equipped historical
Hbrary, aud we urge him to look fhis
mitter up and let vs kopow If our
Impresslon about the Governor's
Room In _‘tha Clty Hall 1s correct.

S S ——————

The human race has not yet attained
the ldeal state whers a Christmas Eve
cin pass without some one reallzing
#at the lnst moment that a gift has been
forgoiten.

1f all the socks that Bister Susle
knitted in the last four vears wern
hung up to-night Banta Claus would
have to send for help

-

This is the night of the freedom of
the chimneys

If Captain Rosanr A. BARTLETT gogs
Lo the north pole in an airship, and
ViLiiaLmun Sréransson makes the trip
to the same destination in a submar-

ine, as they mow purpose te do, we

| ermment ownershdp wmd operation of
[\'arlumt tines of huslness now fnding
{many advocates nmonkg us.,  Rurleson.
ilm i= a good synonym for it becaus=ns
| Mr; Burleson is the member of the
préesent Washington Governmment who
han been most persistent in urging it.

Harings Btamp Sales in the Burrard's Bay

Laxarciio, |
Fraom (he Martha's Visepard Heeald,

A very remarkable showing In the pur-
chase of War Baviugs Htamps |= made in
the report from the Ponikesa lnland post
ofios, the lepar colony. Thore are twolve
patiente on the Ieland and in addition
sevantesn peopls whs patrenies the post
office. The exaot fgurea sliow that up <o
the mlddle of November these twenty-nine
patriots had purchassd $1.702.586 worth of
stamps, which is at & rating of nearly $02
per caplia. Thin s ovér throe times s
much s® the Government las ashed Tor
the per caplta of the country aud speaks
volumes for the loyalty and acumen of the
Inhabitants of Penikers,

Miss FParker, the postmaster, |a to he
congratulatad an the Iaterist mhe takes in
this governmental movemeant, and belfors
the end of the year thea flgures promise to
be connldarably Increassd.

An Arkansas Trescriplion,
Black Rock corres ;:r:frnta Walnut  Ridge
ade

Gad Angle haa complalned for several
dayn of cold feet. Socks have besn recom.
mendad,

]

The Christmas Mall
On Chrisimas Eve ns mors we Aream
Of litla clicking hoofn,
And ting-a-ling of tiny bellw
Aaross the snowy roofs,
On Christmas morn no more ws waks
And llaten with @ thrill
To merry muslo at the door,
The postman's whistle ahriil

But when the ghimes begln to ring
Wa snek a vantage high,

And turn & bright and suger glance
Toward the wintry sky

A Toar and racket in the air,
And mighty wings that flal}

The clouds asunder in thelr haste
Aunnounco the Christmas mall,

p= Miwnd Iuvine,

THE FREEDOM OF THE SEAS.

Further Remarks on 8 Vagne Phrase,
With Ifusteations From History. |

To THR Evrron or Ti'e Buy—8ir: Is
not Mr. Charles 12, Nushiore “stralning
At A gnat o awallow A camel” when
he suggests that “Great Britain and her
colenies™ might *form L trade league
that would, through eMective disorim-
Inating tarif¥e, Imposts Kod shipping rex-
ulations, rendgr competition on our part
practically impoasible”?

Thera in MHttln dovdbt that the United
Staton fosters Ner trade with her extra-
torritorinl possesalons: 1lat the prod-
uets of the PRllppine Trunds and Ha-
wall, for instance, are linported into the
United Htates on a differint basis than
like productay from Auftisiosia, Malay-
tin, the Japaness frchiielago or the
Dhiteh Hdat Indlen, If this be the case,
then the extraterritorinl possesmons of
the United Brates, if theéy pay any tarift
at all, pay a preferentiol tariff, which
Is just mnd. their due. and the other
countriea pay stich tariffs as are regu-
Inted by international treaty, such, per-
haps, as may he guarintesd to them
vnder a most favored nntlon claume.
Therefore, what ohjection could the
United States, or for that matter any
othier nation, offer to the exercise of the
same privilege by Cremt Hritaln in reg-
ulnting her trade celations?

Now we learn that “the Amarican dele-
goten to the Peace Confurence have re-
polved to mdvocats the sinking of the
surrondered enemy warthips and to re-
alst any proposition to distribute them
on tha basia of naval losser * Why? 1In
this to vepny Great Briain for having
mainiained the freedom of the wean by
holding them It bay for three and a hall
years® Ta It to compenmie her for the
lons of 1ifs she has suffered and the
enormoun expendlure that she ineursed
wvorkting for humanity?  Hepr vigilanes
kept the greater part of 1he ansmy ships
within port, and she ls unquestionabily
entitled to a lion's share of the spoil
Suppose our delegntes Trons theie re-
palve, how are they Ening 1o Aanswer
Great Britain if she should may, “We
will sgree to your suggetion provided
that vou alao agree to sink all the en-
ey vesmels Lthat yoi huve interned and
have taken over” T Holh tless war ves-
sels and these merchant #hipe are worth
something, snd thelr vilup should be

I may say that ju
of |

Lruu “The

taken into account in the fAnunl adjust-

uplund hillsidea Intermpersed with Tieg- [ment of the heavy indcmnity that the

cnemy must pay.  What (s rleht for
Teter la equally vight for Paul, and it is
a posr rile that does nof work hath
wave—always assuming that the parties
cotiesrned have entered the ruuncil of
nutlons with olenn hands

An for the freedom of the <san 1t MAY
not be out of place to recall the faot
tiat while the plratieat Teiton was sink
tne the shipplug of the world wifhout
regird 10 the rights of neutrals of all
e, while he was Adering In cold
Blood iInnocent women nd ehildren, ae.
foncelens seamen and wounded men,
his superiors, fully realizing that they
wera violating the laws of nations aa
well as the lnws of God, rought to divert
the publie mind from their dastardly
desds by elamoring for 1he freedom of
the neas—that very freedom which they
{hemselves hava repeatisdiv violated, The
Jlun has put the brand of Cain on his
own hrow, and the tima lins coms for
and all of us to ser thnt he wWears
wears It, not for & duy, » month or a
stinll take him

ane
14
vear, but far o long as !

tn repay, eye for eve, tioth for toolh,
for mll the ilves that lic has taken, all
the harms that he has infdleted on hu-

manity, and for all the destruction he
has wrought over the fa « of the earth,
am well an for that which llea hidden
beneath the surface of the watsrs

In regard to freedom of the seas in
war, Mr. Rushmore no doubt rf-r-nli:a how
the United States treatedl the attempt
made to define this by tie Declaration
ol Paris In April, 1806, This declaretion
sought to modify the rites of maritime
law applicable in o state of war (1) by
abolishing privateering: (2) by anserts
Ing that the flag of a nectral ship covers
uh enemy'a goods Anlers contrabnand of
wir; (3) by declaring noutial goods
except contraband of war Tred, and (4)
by inwisting that a hlockiuls to be bind-
Ing must be effectivels enforoed In
these daye of “strict mocountabiity” i1
phould not be forgotten that it = 1 the
light of tho exploits «f the Deutsch-
land that the last of thy abbove clauses
is of utmost fmportance, for on thoese
explolts the modern Parah, It admitted
to ths Peace Conference -which God for-
hid—will ¢laim that Lis parts were not
effectively blockaded. The United Statea
refused to agree to the fitst of the above
clauses—tha nbollahment of privatecring

only 1o suffer severcly Ilater from the
depredationg of the Alabomn, the Florida
and the Shenandaah, Britlsh bullt ships
armad and manned by the Confederate
Miates,

When the alvil wir broke out the
Federal Government with commendable
determination met out to establiah the
freedom of the seas, and Jdid 40 by cap-
turing no fewer than 1,115 peutral trad-
ing vessels. of which 1505 were destroyed,
and caused o total loss 1o British owners
of ut lvast §50,000,000. 1iam Mr. Rush-
maore forgotten how froo doin of the seas
wan maintained In (he faeoous Trent
affale, and what hagpen:d to Magon and
Sldell? 1t wlil do us (b harmt o re-
member that there ate othera also whose
fleet has not always bern “‘hensvolently
exercised.” .

Bt “wutres temps, nulres moours,
and the world has moved sinea 1561-05,
o that now the efMfectivencss of a “lnck-
ade must in aach casa be & question of
favt—as stated in the decision of the
Suprems Court i the Olinde Rodriguez
case, 174 17, 8, p. 160—"to be deter-
mined by evidence and with regard to
ull the circumstances™ To-day, as in
1861, the piace of latidin: miny be many
milea distant from the uitinwte destina-
tion of the goods, and the ostensilbile
desination of a neutral port s no guar-
antes that the ultimate destination of a
vargo {8 not the country of a belligerent
Thie conditlon was falt during tha elvil
war, and recelved tho attention of the
Bupreme Court of the United Htatea In
the nfien quoted case of the Springbok.

She was n Hritish ship on & voyvage
from London to Nassau, and was scized
by a United Btutes crulser and sent in
for adjudication on the ground that she
wan earryving contraband with the in-
tentlon of breaking the blockade nnd
allowing the eargo Lo be transhipped at
Nnssau and sent {hencs fnle  the
Bouthiern Btates. In this case the Su.
preme Court held that the evidence
showed the cargo waas pot intended for
Naspau, but was Intended to be trans-
shipped there and thence <arried on to
rebel ports In violation of the blookade,
Therefore the voyage was, hoth in law
and according to the intentlons of the
parties, but one voyage—I{rom London to
the blockaded ports—and the carge was
linhle to selzure during any part of that
voyage (O Wall, p. 1),

Incldentally, 1ot us not forget that It
wus the American delegates 1o The
Hogue conference of 1907 who presented
the following amendmeygt to ons of the
clauses that e maritime war-
ny all clitigens or

l man's diamond ring,

stibjecin of the signatory Powers, with
the exception of contraband of war,
shall bo exempt from capture and
stizure on the sea by the armed veamels
or by the milltary forcea of any of the
nignatory Powers™

Tha wisdom of the course andopted by
those who refected this amendment has
peon fully justifed by subsequent evenis
during the war, as whon the (st of
contraband goods was extended to cover
almost everything that gave eomfort ul
well as ald to the enemy.  And mightily |
Ald neuteal shippers elamor that thelr
trode waa being ruined becauss they
were no longer able to transfer to the
Centrnl Powere materials for which they |
—ho neutrals—had had practically Hitle
ure prior to the vielation of tha terri-
tories of Belglum and Luxemburg by the
forces of the modern AtiMa

. Frank H. Viswrsnny
Ngw York, Décomber 23

LIFE AFTER DEATH.

The Aunthorlly of a Surgeon Witness
Assalled.

To Tus Eorron o The Svx—8ir; Not
everybody will regard with sueh alg-
nifcance an Tue SN the annournges
ment of n distinguished phyaician that
he believes na frmly In his future ex-
lstencs as hoe does i his present ex-
lstence Nor will many Kgree with
Tur Svx in lta opinion that the life|
work of & surzeon or physician “'fa-
mili with Hife and death and the
transition from 1ife (o death” Dbetler
fts ¢he surgeon than the layman In
discussing the subject of the Immor-
tality of the soul.

iy what process of reasoning this
particular surgeon has thus  astlafied
himself we are not told 18 this fn

other Instanea of & man's belie? i Im-
martality befors ha had proved it to
hin watigfaction, ns recorded by & fa-
tions  Unitarinn, who confesmed that|
he shoull =t} hold fart to his native
falth In the face of all the arguments
belng demolisghed by somas doubter? Per-
hapa the surgeon reforred to by Tue
Sux has hy some newly discovered
mieans, electria, telepathie, microscopio.
or otherwise, auccaedad In grasping the
herctofores elisive and Invieible link fo>
pges moyght by many doubters,

Many will ask whenca the superior
endowment of n surgeon lne discusaing
the guestinn of immortality Huxley
A8 compeient (o Speak Rs some Bur-
geons, vonfessed his Inability to answar
the queathon of a future life elther way
Kome investigators say that all physical

sclence remis  on  assumntion John
Fiske, n belleves tn immortality, de
clnred the just place in the world to
witich he would go for Information
abour a #tote of Lhings In  which
thoukglht and feeling can exist in the
phasnice of the cerebrum would ba the
cerabral  phyekology. Oliver Wendell
Holmes, womething of & surgeon and

medical man, asked the guestion, What
happeng when & man's brain s spolivd
and he I8 killsd by & biow on the skull®
thus intimating doubt on the guestion.
It 15 possibla that the unguallfiedly cons
vineed purgeon Just introduced agrvers
with Oliver Lodge that smashing en
organ Is not equlvmlent to killlng the
organizntion

1t Is momiething new th auppose 2hat
A Eurgeon with yeurs of alservation af
the bedslds of the dying I8 thereby the
more qualified to deterinine what
beyond the vithl spark than one
more lavmen under ke or unlike condl-
tlona, whatever thieir concluslons, In
the words of anothier, “If we want to
understand something about the gubject
of death 1t s best to leave the sl
tiats mnd philosophers and the hnow!-)
vdes of men alone, for they have little
fo tell un that i new and tie that Is
wiss, Whatever men pretend,
dentih is os eamily uuderstood by the
foullsh ns the wise, and no one pair of
oxos cnn plerce the dackness beétier than
another ** IsAA ManENs

New Yonr, December I3

mey

HOW TO HANG THE FLAG.

Contlicting Opinlons in a New Jersey
Chareh,

To ‘rur EoiTon oF THE SUN—8ir: The
correspondancas In Your columns about
of the Stars and Stripes
decorntive purpomes Fan interosted
byt fias nol vet touched A point
dispite here

A contends tha! flag, Yung on n
Forizonial lne over the puipit, shnald Ls
on the right bapad side of the ¢hurs
B osays 1t miouid be at the right of 1
speaker, (he perv.ee tlag, this
sranee, cupyving the opnoate end o
the line

Who = correct®

AMeronam, N J, Decembor 23

TRADE BRIEFS.
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The aggpregate value of declared eaposin
from Malags, Spaln, to the Unlted States
during the frval uine months of 1619
oA n Ltotw) of ESOT.070, against §4.-
N2y for ths corresponding period of
1955

The mationsl delt of Sweden has
eressad from 10063100000 crowns Lo IWi2

14 124N 400000 rrowns A Lhe end of 1017
CB2RC DO 480 1o BOB2 401 320

The preaent stamand for candensed 1
in Jepat, says tha Far Ead
Bupplement, amounts yoosome 0,000 000 |
ven ¢F1 400,001 A yeur in value. Pefure
the mar the larger portion ‘of 1t was sug

Commersiy/

plied by the United Hiates and Switzer
land
The Ameriean Conmul mt Sarnia, Cntl

rio, reports that acrording o statemen's

from Ottawa, Canada, it 0 proposed f
ramovae the pronlbuitlon sesinst the lmpe
tation of nuts sl veg tiubdes In the near

future.

Agoording ta a roport of the Reviata del
Comarcio, Parsgunay, tho firmi of Tarquist
¥y Compania of Buinas Avres s about
entabilinli In Asuncinn a faotary for mik
ing twine and Lagming from one nf the
fibrous plants grown in the country,

According to the (amadian Grocer pint
and half gallon paint exnw will agan bs
put an the market, The proposal of the

manufacrturars to Alsconiinge  tha plas
atd Dt gallons 4ld not mest with the
LTO T af a grentl many retnllery L1
aral of ths manufaciurers alaa wera
ngalna e ldee

The estimated toial prodacilon af ps
tatoes It the Dominion of Canada for 101N
fa pul at 105,670,700 bushela, s mpared
with THERRLO0 for tasi yea Hoots nisn

proved a record drop. With turaips I T AT
et 120,767,900 bushels

The bulk of the animsl tallow exporisd

from China Is bee! tallow, oldained from
North CRina, The exports for 1017 were
valyed abont §3,000,000,

An American conmiar officar In Bouth
Africa has tranamitted the name «f »
peraon In his distriel who desired g+
quantitinn of eorundum. He van supp'y
about 100 tona & month. The name of the
whipper can he abiained from the Buareay
of Fuorelgn and Domestln Conimeree or 18
distrlet or eonperative offices by referring
te Fils Nao 1065110,

Lade Fabriker s ths name of g new

corpuration pltallzed ot L0000 bLeling
formed In andhiom, Norway, for ‘he
manufacture of olls and wonpe
Se Many Are Only Relied Flale,
From the New York Nereld
Loat or Stolon—A eeven cara: genl ee

HARBOR'S NOISES
ENDANGER TROOPS

'I‘rmsl;ort Mongolia Barely
Escapes Running Into
@Governors Island. ’

QOUND DROWNS SIGNALS
Mayor Hylan's Committee Car-
ries Zeal to Danger Point,
Navy Men Say.

The United Btates transport AMon-
golla, arriving Inst Sundgy morning,
fust missed driving upon Governors
Inland becauss the police yacht Patrol
lept sirening so loudly and insistently
that the navigatora could not hear the
be!l buoys af the channel.

This near disaster alone has prompted
tke navy commander at Hoboken,

I\'lno-.\dmlul Albert Qleaves; the force

transport officer, Capt. Casey B. Mor-
gan, and the port eaptaln, Capt, God-
frey Carden, to appeal to Washington
to put a stop to the unnecessary hulla-
btaloo of sirening and whistling with
which all Incoming transports have
Loon greeted,

AL the request of Vice-Admliral
Gieaves Tum Six can sinte that the
navy ofMcers here and the commammers
of the incoming ships are gravely con-
cerned over the risk and peril that are
cnused almost every day by the Patrol
and other small boats that go down
the bay to meesl incoming tramEports,
The risk and perll consist in this: that
the police yacht mnd accompanying
boata make so much noiss that navi-
gating oMoers cannot hear when it is
necessary to hear and the freboats
throw up such a ecreen and mist of
v.uter in front of the shipa that often
thay eannot see whan it l= extremely
necesanry 1o vislon swiftly and surely.
Thls Is particularly true in 8 foR, an
vns the case on Sunday morning when
the Mongolin #o0 nearly beached her-
self,

Whistling Cenfased Navigator.

As the blg traneport approached the
south end of Governors Island In the
fog the Palrol, careving Mayor Hylan'a
committes, came out of the murk and
approached very near to the trans-
port. Her sirén was golng a4t a rate
utterly deafening to the ofMicers of the
Mongulia. ‘They were listening by the
second for every toll of the bell buoys
that marked the correct ¢hannel, but
the Fatrol's whistle, joined with the
whistling from other hoats, mads It
inipossible to hear the bells, .Just then
u tug and tow, outgoing, sheered to-
ward the Mongolla, and the l4g trans-
port veered from the channel, In the
fog she got too far, and before her
nuvigating oMoeer knew where hes was
the tran=port was almost on top of
Governora lsland. Only the qulckest
aotlon and the coolest decision saved
troubie.

But this, according to Admiral
(lenaven and Capt. Morgan. is8 noth-
ing to what might easily occur if the
Putrol and small boat feet insist on
erowding around transporis. Thev
fear that one of these days there will
e a collislon and possibly the sinking
of o trafsport with great loss of 1ife.

“fafety Firat' the Hole,

“It s all very well,” =aid an officer
of Adiniral Gleaves's siaff with the
Admiral's approval, "for the returning
noldiers to get the whistled welcome,
put it is mighty bad for navigation.
Now et everyviody get this matter
strajght., We want the geturning sol-
diars 1o feel am happy g8 they can
possibly feel on  their homeroming,
Nothing is too good for them. RBut
cur main duty Is to provide for their
safety. We don't want a few hundred
of them drowned in New Yark's front
vard, Wea don't wun?! crape on 500
doorwass In America  fost because

jEmnll boats must whistle troopa into

port, 1t opght to he stopped and if
there is any way 1o acvomplish fo 1t
will be stopped.”

Danger of collision in fog s very real, |

according 10 Admiral Gleaves, when
navigitors can nelther aee nor hear,
and in that senise the Patrol and other
honts and all the whistling hullabaloo
have simply been a nuisance and a
danger to the officers responsible for
getting the moldiers to land safe and
sound Hecouse of this conviction
Capt. Oodfrey Qarden, Port Captain in
charge of anchorages and the enforce-
ment of navigation lows, has talken up
the matter with Washington with the
entire  backing of Vice-Admiral

Gleaves

\8 DEMOBILIZATION

DISTRICTS NAMED

Ready to Receive Units Re-
turning From Abroad.

Wasnixaron, Dec, Fatnlish-
moent of the following elght major de-
mabilization disteicts to which men re-
turning from abroad will be sont as

]
-l

units for discharge hns beon --urn;:lrh:*d|

by the War Depariment:

1. New England Stales gnd New
York

L Delaware, Pennavlvania West
Virginta, Virginln and North Carolina
and Matrict of Columbin

3. Ollo, Indlana, Tnols, Wiecansin,
Miclhiigan und Kentucky

4. Bouth Carollng, Georgin. Florida
Alnbama, Tennessee und Misslasippl,

b, Minnesotn, kansis, lown, Ne-
braska and Missour!

6. Uklahoma, Arkansas
and Texas,

7. North  Twknota,
Montana, Wyominu
ton and Oregon

5. Callffornin, Nevada Utah
Colorado and New Mexioo

STORAGE EGGS WIN BY SHADE.

lLouisiana

Bouth  Dakota,
Tdaho, Washing-

Arizona,

Chicnge Faperis Lnahle 1o Detect
Difference From “Fresh Laid.”
Cuicano, Dec. 28-—-Dr. John Il

Robertaon, Health Commissioner of

Chicago, with ' twenty-four inquiring

guosts, conducted an egg exporiment

te-day,
Brrictly frosh egRs 6l ogas plice)
in cold Blorage TSt SpFIng wors ey ol

They did not know shich was which
and the verdict svas that one tustod as
good as another, but that the storage
e¢EE® were a shade darker,

for Tunnel Wreok.

{Little White Cards

——

of the Brooklyn Rapid Transn
puny neat white cards, reading:

officlaln of the undersigned com

vords had been called 1o Jis p':

Mayor Hylan lIssued the 1
Etatoment:
"The attempt on tle par

New York (Consolldated 1
subsidinry of the I3 1t T 14
expression of opinion from
of Brouklvn on the o
n& o committing Maglsi;

company for eriminal negligo
wreck which occurred Novewy i«
the Malbone street tunnel |
hrazen attompt to Jny o foiania

that mny corporation hins e
Lthe history of New York
with the duoe process of lan
“1I'he cards which the b
issuing for this purposa s-
Mo signed by the people of |

Iyn should take warning *ha
|an attempt on the part of the
officials and thelr attorneys 1o
& change of venue, that 1

the place of trisl o xome

county,
criminal cases to another o
the Btate was suocceasflly
in New York olty wlen the

ments against the milk trae
sentatives wers tranaferred 1o o
county for trial on the appll &

“] cannot emphasize
that the people in whose anls

cumstances, give an
their opinion.'”

X roswt

Some Passengers Stirred |

Many ordinarily calmm FProc
got all “het up™ over the carls

up and addressed the others
subjeect, ITe wirned them n
misied Into expressing nny «

Joseph T, GrifMh, repieses
assoclation compossd of el

saying that it wns the «
of the companics to an
ahle comment on the comra
vince the court that a far t
not he had in Kings o«

“The question In the oir- r
fully worded,” sald Assisto
Attorney Herbert N Warin
imdesigned 1o el fust w
The guest.on does not pers
to pxpress an opinion auch aa
mnn might Le Balled upon

waors cnlled jnto ¢
Warbassse saw the |
other yerious sityation nriss
miult of the move, Flo dee
any positive opinlon gis et
By 8 citizen who was afied
| 6% & talesman might be

noe 1

"

he was disqualified to *
partinl verdict. Even It o0
parcontage of onrde aro nYieg oo
use in this connection mig!
Hinder efforts to druw o

Six oMelnls wnd emploes
companieas were Indicted byt
Jury on Friday for manslaigse
list Includes Timothy T. W
presjidont, and John J, Twn
presldent and gendral mande

1t & understood that 1
ten per ernl the vu
turned with any exprees

of

Presldent May Conslder B
Dass After They Hench W

i Wastingroyn, e
I(‘nlu-'ﬂ]] (iregory has gl
| ' Wilsen an opinion thul
[ten daye which the const
Lam 1o sign ar vero Dils prooe
:1|.4u‘-¢l by Cungresse O y

| run until the engross

P Ieton petuslly aw il ol
Al mensures  gen

[ House since the Fiis

| Europe have been taker
| Stute Twpartment
:]i"h‘ Ty the fastest st
Ithis way 1t swas p!
Ll'l’rnldalfl Wi or three dus
lto pot upon legisiation |
:“'hl-- (SONET 0a

| wliat
Iﬁl‘“- General’s opinlon
Ptime for cobsideration
1of lie wers at the White |
| Bo ftar the exe ytive off
fbeen mdvigesd that s
mugis ires forwarded 1oV
#lgned

SEAMEN'S ACT I8 TPHE

frod

TR TR

i\

o hald done LU

ILs Fn‘lfilr Meannre 110
in Case of Forelen V¢
E WasHINGTON, e, 22
| terpretnt) of the La #
men's nct the Suprems !
constigutional tesday Foe 8
ulnting the payvment of
\nu-n but limiing s
| forelign Vesseols
I Amitlean w
| Uinder the pot seianu ]

i et

0n

w
Wi
iy W
atvirs

npwony dlemand ot

T B

Mo e
Lvaw the VoS kel
Ll of the Wwages eafned
time, the musier's refuss
serving to rveliase them r r

As aoon as the distritonen of o

[ 1
Toe g
fing
ol
o) f

tion of mywe

b4
certaln employees and officiis o

an application for & chopes of ¢

The people of the Borough «f

This method of tranrer

resnrie!

cards fall should not, under any

passenger on a Julton strest oa

friends of thoxe killed ansd (=11
the wreok, issued a warning siuem

T_—_-._—;_-—_:

[B. R. . REFERENDUN
ON HYLAN DRCISioy

Passengers Are Asked if They
Approve Holding Officialy

MAYOR ISSUBS WARNIvG

Thousands of passengers 'n Trasy,
Iyp yesterday recelved from employe

Cerme

“Mayor Hylan as a committing Mar.
Llstmlg hits held certain emploveny ard

Natleg
in proceedings to fix eriminal regpey,
mibility upon them for the wres k wi 1
octurred November 1 in the M ‘e
sireet tunnel.

“Do you approva hin action
A blank In provided for the fen o 4pg
white space s provided for “Pemaria
as to which the eard saye: Wi |, 4
the freeat expression of vour sy
Fleasa A1l out and hand t5 any comd
ductor.” It In signed "New York |
solldated Rallroad Compans w
"Brooklsn Rapid Transit Lomparn
Criticiaed by Mavor Hylpn,
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John B, Stanchfield, their gtrormes
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Arongy |
Varied Sentiments Whey
Given to Brooklvnites,
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