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Unjust Criticism or the rrcsltlcnt.
From readers of Tun Sun who tire

jirdent friends of prohibition we con-

tinue to receive letters relating to n

recent soclul event In I'nrls nwl In

point of view imbstnutlully like the
subjoined epistle:

To tub Editor or Tits Sun Sir;

Shame 1 shame 1 that Woodrow Wilson,
President of the United States, nnd nn

elder In the Presbyterian Church, should

stand for prohibition for America anJ
for boose In France. What an Inglori-

ous spectacle he presents to the people of
America In lifting his glass containing

champagne at the banquet tendered him
toy the French Government.

"Not two weeks afro the members of

the W. C. T. U. and their glorious

brethren of the Anti-Saloo- n League sang
eongn of. thanksgiving when the Presi-

dent signed tho agricultural bill with

Its rider for war time prohibition. What
must we think of Brbther Wilson, who,

casting all prohibition propriety to the

four winds, boldly stands before the
French people and drinks champagne?

Shame! Shame!
"If the Synod of the General Assem-

bly of tho Presbyterian Church does not
summon President Wilson to trial and
punishment, then I and thousands of
others for whom I npeak may lose faith
In the blessings of rresbyterlantsm.

"It has been said and well said by

one of America's keenest students of
political philosophy that the one great
danger that will eventually undermine
the foundations of our great republic Is

Iirpocrlsy. "No man can serve two
masters," so ealth the Christ.

' "Elizabcth Scott Tindale.
"New York, December 26."

We prlat In full this' exnmple of
orlfflnnl nnd Intemperate Judpnent In

order to condemn It along with simi-

lar letters on the same subject which
liavo reaehed us.

In the first place, there Is no evi-

dence that the filasi contalnlns chnm-papi- e

which I'reMrtent Wilson raised
In respviue to the toast of welcome
pronouiced by the representative of
his amiable hosts even reached his
Hps. There Is no responsible author-
ity for the assumption that any of
Ihe champagne entered the eloquent
Hps toward which the purely conven-

tional jreature was directed.
In the second plnce, tho President

would have been guilty of nn Intol-

erable breach of pood manners nnd
ordinary courtesy If, Instead of rnls-In- g

the glass In response to the toast,
lie had dnshed the liquid contents to
the floor, or emptied them Into his
plate before responding, or even
reached for n carafe containing pure
water nnd raised that In the nlr j

ostentntlously.
It scarcely seems necessary to say

these things to a correspondent of un-

doubted good breeding. It Is not n

rose for a. synod or the General As
sembly of the Presbyterian Church, j

but for tho General Synod of Common
House.

The Nary.
Nature was not kind to tho return-

ing 's men. Gales delayed
them on their homeward bound trip
across the Atlantic. Leaden skies and
n raw, chilling atmosphere wero their
portion during most of yesterday. For
thoso whose home has been tho North
Kea, tho weather mut Uuve seemed
reminiscent of tho gray days of their
long vigil over there; to New York
nnd the visitors from nfar who
crowded her streets it was n keen nnd
resented disappointment.

But nothing so inconsequential as
Inclement weather could repress the
greetings that crowded every heart.
Jt has been the fate of the navy to
ilo Its work without publicity. The
character of Its task made Fecrecy
ossentlnl to success. On a day In 117
the ships, great anil small, disap-
peared from tho public. Occasionally
the curtains that concealed them were
parted n llitlo and u glimpse could
1)0 had of them. Hut those curtains
were alwo quickly drawn togutlipr.
and wo were obllgcii to nrcopt on
faith the service i.n man dared to tell
tis they were performing.

That faith 1ms Ven Justified. Since
tho armlHtliv wns signed, sine,, the
German fleet came out, IhhiiuI In Hie
unbreakable chains the rou might of
the Allies and the Fnlted States hail
woven about I hem. wo have learned
i, imetliliig of their adventures, and

something of tho steadfastness nnd
high professional skill of their per
Honnel. Wo hnvo (he testimony of
Admiral Hkatty, tho testimony of the
Admiralty, to the adaptability of ofll
cers and men, to tho excellence of
vessels, to the general Illness of the
navy. The confidence we reposed In
It has been proved by Its acts. As it
went forth to Its duty bearing with
It our hopes, so It has come back to
us In honor.

Fair weather or foul, In storm or
calm, the navy pursues Its appointed
way nnd does Its duty. Too Infre-
quent nro oar opportunities to make
evident our affection nnd esteem for
Its men. Yesterday wo saw tho end-
ing of a tremendous chapter In tho
annuls of nn honorable und
whatever may befall In the future,
we know we may put full confidence
In the nnvy.

Where the Digger Hallway Itc- -

eclpts Go.
Under Government operation It hae

never been fair to compare the ter-
rific Increase of cost of operation with
the Increased revenue for any period,
three months, six months, or nine
months, from tho first of the year.
When the colossal wage increase was
added to the payrolls of the rnllroads
the advances were tinted buck to Jan-
uary 1. The trnlllc rate increases, of
course, were not. Some of them did
not begin till the middle of the year.
Others were not In effect until as late
u August. Until then, therefore, no
true comparison could be inailc.

Petnlls of September revenues and
expenses, which do make a fair com-

parison, are significant. The public
this year paid, in round numbers,
$1H0,(K)0,000 more for railway service
than in the corresponding month of
the previous ' year. This was for
freight, passenger, express nnd other
transportation. Only the I'ost Office
Department got off with lower bills,
the mall revenue of the roads fulling
from ?4,771,S14 to

Hugo as was the Increased cost
tho public' burden of operating the
roads, the carriers got virtually no
benellt out of tho $1 110,000,000 more
of revenues In n single mouth. Main-
tenance of way nnd structures ln
creased nearly $20,000,000; mainte-
nance of equipment nearly $00,000,-000-;

transportation some $ 10,000,000.
The total railway operating expenses
ran up from ?24 l,3lu,(Sl In Septem-
ber, 1017, to $:i70,(WI,S5x) In Septem-
ber, 11118. The operating expenses,
In other words, ntc up practically all
the ?130,000,lHK) of Increased Septem-
ber receipts front increased charges
against the public, so that the net
revenue from railway operation In
round numbers was only $3,000,000
more than in September, 1017.

There ure other details also
Important as they are slgulllcant. The
average Increase of receipts from pas-
sengers carried one mile nnd from
freight, the ton, curried one mile, was
slightly more than 'J3 per cent. In,
each case. There vus, however, it
decrease In passenger travel In the
New England district of 0.1 per cent.
for September ; In the central dis-

trict of 4.5 per cent.; In the Ohlo-In- -

diaun district of 5.0 per cent.; In the
central Western region S.S per cent.;
In the Northwestern region of 15
per cent. In the Allegheny region
there was an Increase of per i

cent.; In the Pocahontas region of
0.9 per cent. ; In the Southern region
of 25 per cent. ; In the Southwestern
region of 1.3 per cent. In all regions
tnken together the decrease virtually
blotted out the Increase.

The railroads, thou, had such re-

markable results as a loss of jms-seng-

traffic lu tho Eastern region of
0.2 per cent., but n gain in pnsseiiger
revenues of CO jier cent.; In the three
Southern regions a g.iln in passenger
trnlllc of about 10 icr cent., with an
Increase of passenger revenues of
more than 57 per cent., and Jn the
Western region a loss of about 10 per
cent. In traffic, but n gain of 10 per
cent, in revenues.

Of course, tho gain In revenues, de-
spite loss In truffle, is accounted for
by the heavy Increase In pasenger
rates. Hut It Is to be remembered
that In SeptemlMT, us in all months
of the year, there was n huge trans-
portation of troops and of other Gov-

ernment servants travelling on war
business. The same thing is true of
freight trnlllc. Millions nnd millions
of tons not only of munitions, but of ;

iill manner of supplies, were moving
on the railroads day and night, every
hour and every minute.

Tho Government could stand, had
to stand, any traffic rates, whether
the Increased receipts went to the
railroads themselves or were swal-
lowed up by others. The Interesting.
tho very Important question Is, Will
general business, can general business.)
In spite of the enormously Increased j

rates, keep the railway traffic up nt I

top notch as the Government, with lt
prodigious war business, kept It up?

Hie Sliver Chevron.
A gold chevron for oversea service,

n silver chevron for home service.
would seem the simplest, most satisfy-
ing plan for the conferring of wnr
service Insignia. Nothing could have
been ensler of Interpretation ; notli-- '
lug could have been freer from tho
complexities that hao puzzled civil-
ians who have attempted to study the
meanings of the honor badges and',
ribbons worn In the army and navy.
Hut one of the chief '.ni"es of com-- 1

plaint ngaliift thee chevrons Is that
they nro too clearly marks intended
to make a distinction.

The silver chevron was the answer
of the Government to the

over the order granting to1
soldiers and sailors who had seen
overt-e- the privilege of wear-
ing the gold chevrons. Immediately
It came to the mlml of those entitled
to wear them lhat gold was not tho ,

ranking color in service, that the sil-
ver leaf of tho Lieutenant-Colone- l

wns higher than the Mn tor's mill! Innf.
and that tho General's stars were of
sliver. Hut that was onlv n mnll
matter compared to the objection of
tnose uesignuted to wenr the sliver
chevrons. They dcclard that the sli-
ver chevron Is nn unjust discrimina-
tion.' They say that the sailor whose
cruises took him onlv bei-oiii- l the
threo mile limit of our own const
would be entitled under tin? nninr m
wear it gold chevron and that the same
would be true of men who mnniipoii to
get Into noncombntnnt brandies of
the service Jn Europe, of the officers
and meu who lind "swivel chair Jobs"
In Paris, or who never were nearer
the battle front than n training enmp
In England.

If the silver chevron were to be
worn only by ihoso who did not wish
for foreign service, the objector, say,
It might be n proper discrimination.
Hut to the men, however, who went
Into the service with the hope nnd
expectation of going nbrond, who
wero held back because of some sje-cin- l

fitness, for home duties, such ns
the preparation of war munitions or
war supplies or their ability us train-
ing or disciplinary officers nt home
camps, it was a different matter.
Some of these have said they will
face a court-mortl- rather than
ndopt the silver chevron. Thev do- -

clnre that it is merely n badge of
their own deep chagrin nnd bitter
disappointment.

The dissatisfaction that the order
has caused, It Is said, may result In
its revocation by the War Depart-nien- t.

Hut It is a question it the ob-
jectors arc not taking the matter too
seriously. The nnllon recognized the
fact that ninny men were retained In
America through no fault of their
own. that the offer of their service
wns nn enrnest of their Intention to
serve wherever they were culled, and
Mint ninny men did more valuable ser-
vice toward winning the wnr by their
work nt home thnn they would have
done had they been fortunate enough
to have bad oversea service.

Merrhant .Marine Ptmles.
In Paris, tho present centre of an

optimistic world, Chairman Hvkikv
of tho Uuited States Shipping Hoard
has given out an Interview on that
always Interesting subject the Ameri-
can merchant marine. Summarizing
his predictions, the American flag Is
to fly in every port of the world; we
shall soon be able to build shim n
cheaply ns England; we shall carry
the cargoes of other nations as well
ns our own, nlthough we shall not
have n monopoly.

How Is this to be brought about?
Mr. Hurjj.r does not say, although
ne repeated his assurunce, given in
America a few weeks ngo, that the
American merchant ships, as built by
the Government under the present
programme of 20,ooo,(Xl tons, are 'o
bo made slngulnrly attractive to Jnck
Tar, wlflt shower baths, messrooms
nnd the like. Perhaps he considered
It unnecessary to add that the man
who Is attracted by comfortable sur-
roundings Is usually the one who has
a lively Idea of the value of his ser
vices. We hnvo been told for j ear-th- at

the American merchant marine
wns kept back by the excessive cost
of building and operating ships; that
the Callfornlnn who wns shipping
prunes to Patagonia did not care one
uhlt in what bottom or under what
(log his prunes sailed so long as the
rate was low.

Are the prune orchardlst and Ills
brothers In other businesses to bring
about the rennscenco of the American
merchant marine by refusing to ship
in any but American built ships,
manned by Americans nnd flying the
Stnrs and Stripes? Probably not, Ur-
iels n Fifteenth Point eliminates com-

mercial competition from the world.
Are ships to be built on American
wnys nt prices that will let them slip
into the water costing no more than
British built ships? Mr. Hiiiixy
seems to think so, but lie does not ex-
plain the process whch will bring
about this Industrial miracle. It Is
experience, In pence ns well ns In wnr,
thut ships nro built on the Clyde for
about half the money that It costs to!
build them In this country.

Hut the Government is building the
ships now, say the optimistic. Well,
what will tho Government do with
them when they are finished and ready
for cargoes? To this Inquiry several
suggestions are made. One Is that
tho Government own nnd operntc;

Hint the ships bo sold nt auc
tion. The Intest suggestion comes
from Mr. Howard Coo.vley,

of the Emergency Fleet Cor- -

porntlon. He believes thnt the Gov-- 1

eminent should do with the ships what
tho city of New York does with Its
subways own them nnd lease them to
private operntors. It Is Mr. Coon-ley'- s

theory thnt the only way for
America to obtain access to new mar-
kets Is to establish new shipping lines,
nnd ns this adventure would not be
profitable nt ilrst, tho Government
should stand the loss, or part of It.
This plan is less paternal than the
scheme of Government ownership nnd
operation recently suggested by Secre-
tary Daniki.s. but nevertheless in
operation It would break tho backs
of the tnxpaycrs.

How It runs counter to the teach-
ing of experience Is expressed by
the veteran shipowner Mr. Hoiikrt
Doi.lak. It Is the owners of ship
who develop trade, the Sun Franciscan
declares; "ship charterers having no
money Invested will operate the ships
only as long ns they can make n
profit." Mr. Doi.r.Mt wants the

to sell the ships to private
ownership on the Instalment plan.
He does not sny what price should lie
paid, but on that point we have a
blunt opinion from Mr. Joseph J.
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Sleciita, tho traffic manager of n
great American export house :

"No prospective purchaser will pay
the United States Government $230 u ton
for a used vessel It ho can place an
order with a Itrltlsli or Swedish builder
at $200 a ton for a new vetsel."

Not tho least of the unsolved prob-
lems Is that of tho wuges of the crew,
If it be assumed that the creature
comforts promised by Mr. Hunt.r.Y
will not attract plenty of sailors,
whntcver tho pny. The mere mnte-rlall-

suggests tho repeal of the
clause of tho seamen's act which pre-
vents the hiring of cheap Oriental
labor. Tho idealist suggests the ele-
vation of the Oriental to the point
where ho will not work for $15 a
month; u negative sort of remedy.
Mr. Dott.Ait would have tho Govern-
ment pay tho difference liejfween tho
American standard wage, t)ay $00 a
month, nnd the Oriental standard
wnge, say $15 u month.

So thcro tiro the problems, or lit
least the most Important ones, nnd
there nre the suggested solutions; but
nobody In the Administration, not
even Mr. 11cufiki.ii, has ussembled ii
programme by which we shall bnlld
and man and operate ships so e --

nomlcully that we may compete with
the other maritime nntlons.

Otcrboard With Direct Nominations.
.The Legislature Abolished State

conventions nnd made candidates for
State officu subject to nomination at
party primaries by n law which was
adopted In 101.1.

In the live years that have pnssed
since this statute was enacted, the
system of direct uomlnntloiLs bus been
thoroughly let-te- In practice.

The lixed opinion of tbo-i- who
have Imir.irtlally observed Its opera-
tion is that it has not produced re-

sults Justifying Its retention, while In
losing the State convention the peo-pl- o

of the State havi been deprlte'
of nn institution naturally adapted tu
their Instinctive iKilltlenl methods and
peculiarly stilted to their needs.

The effort to till the plnce once
occupied by the State convention
through the holding of uuolllt'Inl con
ferences has proved unsatisfactory.
Those who attended these gathering
were unable either to speak with rep-
resentative authority or to act with
binding force.

An experiment worth trying lias
been tried. The conditions In sonic
States have been such ns to make the
Innovntlon successful. In New York,
however. It has failed dismally.

Dissatisfaction with the direct imm
inatlon of candidates for State office
und the itidlrect enunciation of party
doctrine nt unofficial conferences has

shared equally by men of all par-
tisan affiliations.

It has not been n case In which
Republicans complnlned of a law
enacted by Democrats, or iX'inocrats
found fault with a code defended by
I!epubUcan. Men of nil parties and
men of no jurty bnvo Joined in ad-

verse criticism of enactments which
were designed to eliminate "bosses"
hut which actually did no more thnn
make difficult the expression of the
wiltl.n desires of electors within

the organization through which they
hoe to make their Influence felt.

Scarcely had the law been enacted
before Its defects were made apparent,
and for jears there has been an Insis-
tent demand that it be repealed and
the convention system restored. This
demand has !eon unheeded largely
because of tho reluctance of legisla-
tors and executive officers to appear
In opposition to legislation which bear-- :

the stamp of reform.
Hut now, direct nominations hnvlng

been honestly tried under the same
protection of ma laws which guards
the ballot on election day, and having
been found wanting even among those
wlio-- o hopes for their success were
highest, there Is n prospect that the
State will have the convention system
restored to It, under safeguards con-

cerning tho election nnd seating of
delegates that experience has proved
desirable, and that polities will return
to Its natural channels, wherein pop-
ular opinion can find freo nnd easy
expres-lo- n.

The fallacies that underlie the di-

rect nomination project have been
amply exNised, The device Is a fail-
ure. The legislature that Is about
to convene should respond to the pub-
lic desires nnd mnko the amendment
of the election Inw Its earliest bus-
inessin order that the Stale may be
rbl of a failure and n nuisance, ami
enjoy once more the agencies of party
organization of which the voters nre
now deprived.

Kven Jack Frost could not resist
tho temptation to greet Undo Sam's
returning armada.

Laylng upon Von Tirpitz tho blamo
for tho failure of submarine warfare,
Captain I'ihweub very interestingly
declares that tho author of unrc-- ;
strlcted campaigns bluffed

'everybody by giving tho boats high
numbers, making it appear that n
greater number were in commission
than wero actually allout. Von
Tirpitz may have tricked tho Ger-
man people, but tho naval author!-- ;
ties knew bow many were j

In operation all tho time. j

With nationwide bono dry prohibi-
tion effectlio on July 1, only half as,
much moral courage win bo rcejuired
thlfi year for the framing of tho usual
New Year's resolution.

Naval fashions change In twenty
years. The good old Oregon, the giant
of 1S9S, throw a broadside weighing I

!,GC0 pounds. Tho total weight of steel j

flung by a broadside rrom tho Penn-
sylvania is 17.50S pounds.

Italy gives cash prizes to her wheat
farmers, but offer nothing qulto as
nttractlvo as 2.!S a bushel.

Ills Specialty,
Knlcker What does Iturleron approve of?
Iloekor Government phonershlp.

CHRISTMAS IN THE ALIMONY
CLUB.

Lndlotr Street Takes Cognlianco of
n Way of TJnlrcrsal fhecr.

To the Editor op Tub Sl-- Sir: An
attractive Christmas dinner wns pulled
off nt the Ludlow street winter reworl
for victims of matrimonial Infelicities.

The preliminaries began nt nbout 11
A. M., when the second and third tier
men first betrayed evidences of un-
easiness. Leaning over the railings to
Inspect Luna Park and the boaidwalk,

heri the less patient members of the
Alimony Club had already foregathered,
they saw a plcturo of anticipatory un-re- rt

thnt was fairly nppaMnK.
Delectable fumes already pervaded

tho dining hall and rnndo their way to
the furthest contlnen of the Jail, and the
slowest of drcsitcrs mado hasty work
of their toilets, scenting the coming bat-
tle with dilated nostrils.

Slorrls, the head waiter, assisted by
two of the ladles of the mCnagc, was al-

ready busy nsslgnlng the portions and
doing slclijht of hand work with the
btcad, arid the appearance of the snowy
table llnin abloom with the choicest
products of the metropolitan market-- )

Indicated that the Jail woa about to beat
lit, own record.

At 12:07 tho clatter of dishes hud
driven from the heads of the deafest
of club members nil thought of checkers,
drmlnoea and metaphysics. At 12.10
tin re was the same "hurrying to und
,'ri" that marked In gay Hrj-se- U that
eicntful night before Waterloo. And
at 12.13 the clangor of the bell brought
tho mob of sixteen tumbled down stairs
nnd through doorways like the fajnoua
"waters of Lndorc."

When tho members were sen ted It be.
enme apparent that Charlie the barber
had outdone himself that morning; that
every face was not only cl.-i- tshnveii
but thoroughly washed as far back as
tho cars, and that white collars had
been tnken Irc-- n the camphor nnd sporty
ties rescued frem obscurity.

No Jewelry was worn for fear the
lawyers might hear of It.

Good will was tho prevailing sentl-ru-n- t,

and u contest In politeness began
forthwith. Alphonse and Oaston had
nothing on these victims of connubial
bliss.

I'nfortunately, Sheriff Knott was un- -'

'. to be physically present, as on
Ti unkiglvhig Day, but ho was doubt-
less there In spirit. In his absence War-
den Johnson wished the fraternity a
Merry ChrlstmaH, and they proceeded
tj demonstrate their approval at his cor-

dial sentiments by falling to and lick-
ing tho platter clean.

The menu Included turkey (from
tho private preserves of Don Giovanni
Spnghet), with mahed potatoes, bread
dressing, yollow turnips and boiled on-

ions nerved a la JardlnlOre. Celery,
cranberry sauce and young radishes
were served on the side. The dessert
was of home made mlnco pie, the crea-

tion of a famous of the late
lamented Dolau's. Ulack coffee a la
Itolidne, nuts assorted and apples au
r.aturel constituted tho wlndup.

Subpoenas duces tecum, writs of error
ar.il ales, wines and Uquora were con-

spicuous through their absence
At an Informal meeting held later on

the boardwalk and continued at 2 I'. M.

In the college uuadrangle the fraternity
members decided that they were quite
an full as gentlemen ought to be on a
Christmas afternoon, and a reiolutlon
was unanimously adopted to the effect
that the best way to spread the Yuletlde
spirit nnd make It productive of the
most good during the coming year was
to have dress rehearsals weekly, begin-
ning next Wednesday, at the county's
expense.

Seventh Street.
New York, 25.

GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPHS.

X Forecast of Their Operation Ilascd
on Kxpcrlcnco With the Malls.

To the KntToa or The Scn Sir- - As
to the question of Ciovernment owner-
ship of telegraph lines, some few things
may be nssumed as likely to happen :

The management of theM lines will
be undertaken by the Po- - OtUce De-
partment.

That management will be similar to
tho present mnnngement of the malls. '

at least to the extent of conforming to
the established customs nnd rules of the
department

As a consequence there will be no
practical means by which a cltlren who
suffers loss or damage as a result of
erroneous service or lack of sorvlce can
fix tho responsibility for that los on
any Individual.

This last proposition is one that
calls for grave consideration.

To put It concretely:
If I send a telegram or an exprssi

package by a rrlvate hand and it Is
Inst I can get redress for tho damage
t sustain as a result of thnt low. If

publication,
In

r,g ideas
five

In

lays It was returned to me with the
Imprint of an otllclal stamp
I'ost omco Department bearing
statement there wns no post
oflloe In tho State named.

I sent valuable Ma. to Cleveland.
It was
. sent another to San Francisco.
It wns never received.

sent still another Cleveland. It
too lost

The postmaster In Allentown. J.,
wrote my wife telling her that '

parcel post package addressed to her,
was held for postage In otnee and
that she would send cents to
him the package would bo forwarded.

sent six cents. That wns two
months ago. Tho package Is still un-
delivered.

This may bo some new way of raising
money for Uncle Sam, In case he
is welcome to It.

can't go. court suit
any ono of these happenings. If

ohould enter claim would bo told,
as old lady know of was told, that

siicclul net of Congre.ti was neces-- 1

snry to provide her claim
She wns knocked down badly In-
jured by Government delivery
truck and still snffors without redress.

submit that theso experiences would
be noteworthy If were not typical
of countless experiences of other
cltliens nre forced use tho

The maladministration of the Pout
Ofllco Department Is nn open, notorious
scandal. Aro tho people willing to see

telegraph service given over to that
department permanently?

David A CcnTta.
New York, December 28.

Method Applied.
The Count ot Monte Crlito declared

world ua Me.
"A of ic4f.determlnatlon," be

pimply

IN THE VAULT ABOVE.

Jupiter and C'apella Watch the Birth
ot Another Year.

To tub EntTOn or Tub Sun Sir: The
Christmas season of 191s had come
gain another year of twen-

tieth century has almost pawned away :

A year of ferocious war and sudden
of deep depression and Intense

rejoicing, of Initial readjustment toward
normal conditions, had almost been re-

corded upon the pages of history an-

other epoch will soon commonco.
A former epoch, encumbered the

threatening shadow of militarism, en-

livened with awakening spirit ot
Invention science, will presently be
roplaced by bettor epoch of economic

social reconstruction. Problems
that have been forgotten during the ter-

rible days of warfare will now arise
onco more to be solved ; possibilities
never before Imagined will amaze
minds of those of us who have survived
International conflict, national epidem-
ics and Individual worries.

Tho Christmas season has come again,
sun has reached Its lowest point In

midday's sky, and the first snow Btorjn
haei fallen Its frozen crystals have
wholly disappeared. A sort Interim
Is here, between fnll nnd winter, be-

tween mild day nnd cold days, between
nature's life and Its death.

Overhead, amid the darkened, star
lighted heavens, we behold planet
Jupiter In his golden tplendor nnd the
sun Capclta In Iter golden fire. Lower
down within darkened firmament
tho Incomparable sun Jewel Slrlus spar-
kles and scintillates, the gorgeouR
gems of Orion's constellation gleam nnd
glitter. The month ot Jnnuary arid the
year of 1919 are close at hand are
indeed very nigh tho time as Anne
Dudley nradstreet wrote, about the mid-

dle of the seventeenth century:
Cold, froien January next romea In,
Cnllllnr the blood and shrinking up the

akin:
la Aquurlus now keeps the long wished

un.
And northward hla unwearied eourae doth

run;
The day much longer than It waa before,
The cold not leaeeneil, but augmented more.

Charles Nr.vitns Holmes.
Newtok, Mass., December 26.

AL SMITH'S DOG.

Information Concerning Imperial
Osar's rrcdecessor Wanted.

To THE KotTon or THE Sun Sir; May
I not as one from the provinces,
visitor here, expecting to remain until
after tho change of dynasty, come
historical Information? have noticed
your editorial note headed "Al Smith's
Dog." At some time In the dim dis-
tant pnot wns not there an nppendage
to the Executive Mansion called "Patsy,"
or something like that, and didn't he.
or some one connected with him, come
to grief? It teems to ma I have read
Fomethlng to that effect.

I eo the aubjf-c- t of your note is
named "Cresar," which haa fine Im-

perial sound, notwithstanding imperial
things now nre not exactly In favor,
and so Fwms well fitted for nn Empire
St-tto-. My recollection is that the for-
mer canine was. as the present Is, held
In high esteem by the ancient braves
of the Wigwam. Proverbial philosophy
Is not necessarily true, so that In this
case wo need not bo disturbed by Plu-
tarch's dictum: History repeats Itself.

Stra.voer.
Newark, N. J., December 25.

FOR DISCHARGED MEN.

and Sailors Should Have i

Emblems for Civilian Wenr.
To the Editor or The sir.- it

seems to mo that men who have been
dljchargfd from the army and navj
should be given something In the way
of nn emblem to wear on civilian clothos,
showing they have done their duty.

It la rather hard for thoi-- of us who
have given our faithful services nnd have
been released nnd returned to civilian
clothes and civilian duties to have
nothing to show difference between
us and those who have not had priv-
ilege ot serving.

GtORiE CUrpinkr Krt, Jr.,
Hoatawaln's Mate. S. N. It l".

New York, December 26.

Into the Ditch With Kltrhln.
fron lr .Vne Vort World of tnttrdiy.
There Is nothing Improbable In the

report that Chairman Kltchln angrily
threatens to hold up the new tax bill
Indefinitely unless the Senate agrees to j

tho restoration of tho none system for
newspaper and magazine postage. This
vexatious ana nuraensomn eievlco was
Imposed upon press nnd people in tha
first place by Mr. Kltchln not so much
for revenue, as for revenge, and tha fur-
ther exhibition of Intolerance now prom-
ised Is natural and logical.

PoMal rates upon Intelligence increas- -

aj the Democratic party may find
rensons why tho now Congress Is to be
Republican In both branches.

Obstructing the enactment of the new
re venue bill to nurse grudge against

press which has been too outspoken to
pleaso him will inflict hardship upon
every element ot population, Mr
Kltchln's revenges, therefore, nre no
Inner KneflHfV nn,l II Ih tnttllilA ttwit
In fact his colleagues will nnd rea- -

nt Inst tn remidlatrt lendw-Khlr- , 1,1

otlCe bigoted and destructive.
A n,.fel,ted party hardly afford'

t0 n!lUe thlI pfople regret that they did
'

nol impose more drastic punishment upon
It, Democrats may live down mem-- ;
cry of their Kltchlns In time, but they
will not shorten period of disfavor
by following them Into the last ditches
of obstinacy.

LunU the Illlilo Student.
To the Editor or Tit Sun Sir.- - Keen

Bible an It Is. The next thing somo
one will do will bo to dress up Michel- -
angelo'a figures In costumes of tho lnt-- 1

est Paris rasnon piatcs on mo plea
that the world cannot understand
"Last Judgment" as painted by
master hand!

And so with all tlm other master
works of centuries ago I It Is folly I

Louis M. Kilkhemivs,
Supreme Spirit of tho Spheres.

New Tork, December 26.

Let Him Come In Out of the Ilaln.
. Sir; Now

that the Food Board has removed the
lid, it seems to me high time to nomi-
nate Mr. L. Sugnrbread of this town
ta bo pnstry cook to the inmates of your
Hall of Fame. Lots of people are get-
ting new Jobs nowadays.

J. H. Merrick.
PHii.AnEtJHU, December !6.

I mall latter and that is lpst I have ' ing rapidly with the distance from ofllces
no redress. of thus discouraging If nut

To be still more particular I will destroying a national press, nre keep-cit- e

flvo personal of my with the parochial of taxation
oun. happening within the past which have governed the House under
month''- - ' Mr Kltchln's leadership. his personal,

sent a letter to Carson. Nev. U ,,illteal and sectional prejudices too
was very plainly addressed. In a few rendlly accepted by his associates, he

of tho
the

that such

11

never received.
I MS.

I to
wns

N.
to a

that
f six

I the some,

which

I Into with a based
on I

a I
an I

a
payment for

and
a mall

I
they

rimllar
who to malls.

tho

tha
ease ex-

plained

and the

peace,

with

tho
and

n
and

the

the

of

the

the

nnd

we
when,

n

seek
I

a

Sun

the
the

U.

the

a
a

the

this
Hnn a

can

tho

the

i:
the

the
tho

a

I

J

I BURLESON INITIATES

FULL WIRE CONTROL

Orders Tostal TelcRrnpli Coiu-liim- y

to Submit to Oncr-atin- p;

floiml.

PALLS F0II U. S. SUJtVEY

Dpefrim Snys Tublic Service
Commission's Help May

Bo Asked in Fight.

The I'ostal Telegraph Company re-

ceived yesterday an order of rosttnuB-ter-aonor- al

Burleson, which It looks
upon na the beginning of direction of
its affairs by the Government Tho
order, dated December 23, follows:

"Tho operating; board appointed un-

der Order No. 2479, dated December
13, consisting of Union N. Hcthell, F.
A. Steveson, G. M. Yorke and A. F.
Adams, of which Union Is. Bethell Is

chairman, is hereby directed to assume
tho operation of tho telephone and
telegraph systems under Government
control."

I'ostal company officials Hce In thlB
crder tho Intent to put Government
control, which for nvo months has
been wholly technical, on n practical
basis. They fear the merging of their
plant with that ot the Western Union
so thoroughly thnt disentanglement
will become impossible and permanent
Government ownership Inevltublc.

Stirrer la Also Ordered.
The order was one of two served

on tho Postal company. Tho other
Instructed Mr. Bethell's operating
board as follows:

"Make n. complete survey of all land
line telegraph nnd telephone systems
and parts thereof, tho supervision,
possession, control and operation of
which were taken over nnd assumed
by the President In his proclamation
of July 22; nnd. In connection with the
operatton of said systems, report from
time to time to tho lo.stmastt'r-G,n-er- al

ns to whut changes in the method
of operation und in the personnel will

In incroased efficiency and
economies."

The proposed survey, 1' was pointed
out by William J. Deegan, secretary of
the Mockay Companies, Is a neccsary
preliminary to changes on u large
scale. Tho second order served to
confirm tho Impression mnde by the
first that the Postmaster-Genera- l Is
ready to attempt to unify till of the
hind and wntcr wire communication
systems under Government ownership.

Mr. IVegan said that If theso orders
mean what his company fours the
I'ostmaster-Genern- l will bo opposed at
every step. Ho said that Public Ser-
vice Commissions ot every State would
bo askod to prevent tho closing ot
offices of the Postal Company and nny
other Interference with its business
that will mean Inconvenience to tho
public.

I'oatnl Company to Fight.
"Whether they mean that the Postal

telegraph lines hnvo been turned over
to the Hell Telephone Company we do
not know," said Mr. Decgan. "There
nppears to be no lengths to which tho
Postmaster-Genera- l is not willing to
go and apparently the Bell Telephone;
anl Western Union companies are
qulto willing to Join with him In put-
ting the Postal company down and

was

the Nebraska 'ami

mcX mC;Ue8rcis0er T" powers,
opinion caused the Post -

pres

f.l"1' h,!f.I:.1i,n. f0r

tho public will not tolerate an attemp

tern, that the intention'
Bethell said last

had no nuthorltv
Ho ndded tli.-i-

or.iers been
Clarence Mackay, president of
Postnl with arequest for

Bethell said nn
had been nn.i ....

far he no merirer
in contemplation.

Argument on motion
to dismiss bill of

Commercial Cable
suit tho post

l rion of
mermen systems under

RELIGIOUS

l!lcnslnB
CouMKuti,,,,,

ClTT. SO. TV
of Deputies is

measures relating-
In tho mo

fi:-- to sections the
lower statu

N.Y. BANKER LIST

OF WOUNDED WAR

Major Front-i- s 31. Welti
From Itasc Hospitnl s

lfnpidly Jteuovorinie.

WANK OFFICER K.u:i,

Brooklyn Politician Amone
Those to Fall

"Sim" Hurt.

Among tho severely woundm mn.
tinned In casmitv
was tho name of Major IVm. jj
Weld, who In civil life is n,nior P1f,
r.er ot tho of White. Weld f.
a member of the Chamber of i
mereo unit banker. Ho Mr-- i k n
tho foot by ti machine gun l, ,; 0'

vcmber S, In lighting nt Urn
norm or jtuznncy, and is now in
Bluko'N Hospital in

a his wifo, written a f
after his arrival at tho

Major said lm was improvir.it

rapidly. In tho lighting at uui
'he said his battalion was in support c

leading i ft.
day after ho was wounded his

was sent to th" r. ir und
nnlncil there until the of tho

Major Weld la n graduate of
vard, '93. Ho entered tlm orlWr,'
training hcbool Fort OgMhorr.

last year and was ronimlsstom-- 'a Giptaln. Ho went to l'rame
April with Upton HIHlun atidwutransferred Aucust to tlv ;;.is--

fan try. nnd u short timo before .nr,
wounded was promoted .M.ijnr
the-- Second that regime.'

Mnn Killed In Action.
Albert Gurtler, SK H'lt-.-do-

street, Newark, killed i
" went to Trance in fn.

1917, ono of the llrst
of American troops as a prKi'e'it

337th Infantry. He was rommli
sioncrt for bravery last Angus' .
was thu engagements at '.im,cnr
Solssons and Verdun. Ho was ,.ar,
old, enlisted eight joars ago ami m
serin o In the Philippines.

Corporal Frank X. Sullivan of .
Marines, in OrtoU-- '

was polities in Brook! n H
was twice a candidate for A-
ssembly in thu .lislrn:
and nt one was nn er o' the
Twenty-thir- d Assembly nistrin Dem-
ocratic Club and one of United Stati
Marshnl Pow.-r'.- s eldef u'.-- ,n'i
Shortly the war wns de,-u-

enlisted the Marines with ht frf. r.d
Corporal Nat Solomon, is;--

, p, ,.,

street, who died of wounds '), ',. r ;

A Wnr Pep.-irtii- nt tdegnm re-

ceived yesterday by Philip Toixunt,
2908 Brlggs avenue. The r, ,
nounced death Ins m,t:. i.i,
Arthur F. Tousn.Uii' i tjt-,.- 6

from pneumonia In a I .- .- i . T.al m
Franc .;. Ijeut. T011-.1- .1: n.,; m-
echanical engineer and ivepne.l ',:

degree from Pornell !, u
years old and was cnmimsilene I L.. .

tenant August, 1917. He n , :

overseas last .1 an lisp-- it

of small arms and mi h!ne

Ilroiiklyu Among Wuuinlril,
in the tlghtinc ill the Arg.-n-- . -

"tnP ' ' U,,' X
idjuta, of'1 made T !.v

of hls rfclmf,nt
!

l "in" Man Wounded in Anion.
Capt. Ixml.s IT. Rvch. !..r J"

" raj71,ai 1 ! f

? Kh,"e" ; H ""r:i'
' ."T' I'T " ''
a the First Iti-gu-

e. set-le- with t:..r
throughout b r

after tho declaration .f
was Fent with his regini'-i- '

nlstoif. Ala., where he si as r

fcrred to i Carolina --

Willi whl ll ovii-mo-
-

Lieut Willi, un B Turin
i B'fnntry, reported killed In

tembe-- 2,, wn.s a nn of Mi
C. P. Turner of Garden I'.n
wn.s 3.', jears old, a gr.ul . ! f i

lams College and In t1,.-

BarrtuKs. u.i iidvuno,-,-

Camp nnd lion his '.,

tor rc.'o hing France.
Lieut. Wentuurth Collin-- .

Mountain avenue, Mono
wounded by shrapnel vt --

a Chn-.tm.i- s caldpgi.tm l I '

he said 1 x"-U"- to lev '

p:ial , on

REAR ADMIRAL HACK

of Alntb I Irfl

Iteaelie l'raiiel,-

1' - r.o on .est. October f. I.lpiif Willtnm - "i-- :
operating board and wo were not I of Batterv l, ler.tli F, ;,l ,r- - 1.-- 1

requested to select ono. was wounded by shrapnel lb te of
Mr. Burleson should explain now his experience In a fetter wr." n ra

whether these orders mean that ho In- - a base hospital to wife ,o
tends to lnterfero with the present at r5 Chaun.-e- street Pr-.e- ' rseparate operation of the Posta' com- - I.teut. 2 years old He
Ih'if htTi, . BiymA We Ucnevc ' w Mexican bonier hut did r .'

!et ? Congre-K- Itself , eelvo a commission until ,r- - inn V, "T"1 K Con- - United States entered ., Hgress passed statute again-s- t made n Second I"lm-- .
' .r a- -

'n"T the PosT,' r,'1"1 VneK- - swo t ami . r ,
nttempts in Frim.,,to cioso any of our ottice.s or run our ja..i,t m .rK,...n f. T , YW, , .

ConLsX, n? h
"1,llC Srn'lce iHnthlH home In ,1,1s cltM.r;

ernment Is in controversy m, ... "'
commissions

Pulfl.
master-Gener- to drop, for the -

UlP

to wreck the '1 m.
if Is

Mr.
t ,1 i""1 .''

innfllAr.ridnAw.1
ice nnd transmitted to

H. theTelegraph Company,
a conference.
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m.istcr-Giner- from interfering in ' mhs wlth nlH father in Hr- I.

Its affulrs mill be heard y by Mortally sioundid in tl,.
Judge Learned Hand in tho , rgontie Fure.st N.nemN
n strict Court. Charles 1: Hughes Walter :. Donahue of i 1,.

and William W. Cook will represent 30tn Infantry, died the
the complainant. Mr. Hughes will a field hospital, in cording t

make tho oral argument. Kdw.ml crved by Ills brother.
special assistant to th ' ol"'rlcs It, Donahue, 3:.:

Attorney-Gcnera- l, nnd Harold Harper, j Kl"lb street, with whom
Assistant United States Attorney, will C:.pt. Donahue misrepresent the Postmaster-Genera- l and ' 11 graduate of Willis-to- s--:n

Newcomb Carlton. Joint ' Hamilton College. IP
Mr Carlton, president of the Western sloiied .1 Second I.'.eui n.u.' ,'

lompany, l.s d'reetor the,
Govern-men- t

REFORM IN MEXICO.

Chamber Depntl,.,
ClinnKrs

MBXICO Dec. - Mexican
ClKimt-e- considering
several to propose,)
changes constitution. r

refers roiirernln?
or Legislatures to H- - ihe

IN

IN

Writes
H,.

Action
Man

yesterday's

Orm

contingent

j.
signing

armistice.
v.

it
Ga.,

to Cf

Battalion

In
October

with

In

Twenty-thir- d

time

M.

,R.

h.- -

Hoy

j

'w,'n'y.

Mexican

1.,

went

KNIGHT

im

representative

is

Federal

F

defendants.

control.

maximum number of clergy partlci-- j Sav Fiiasviso, Dec 2fi r
pc'lng In the religious rites and re- - ndrnl Austin M Knight.
quiring that nil clergymen be n.itlv.-- cemlvi-- hauled ibm u 1.!-- il 1.

brn Mexicans. Another ameniliuent n-- i nder In chief of the r, .'
(on-ern- s clauses affecting the na- - As'atic licit, iilu 'i post b

of chiin-- prop. rty. js- the United
Theso measures were taken up l,vv,,r nn'.'ed hero t ..

tin hamber after the passage ,,f a 1,111 r.. nt
giving President Carranr..i extra, ,i,( ,,i,w,.st, v

powers lnvlnnn inl matters 1. ,,, 1., .... . n


