
"Number Seventeen"
Louis Tracy's Latest

By GRANT M. OVERTON.

IN his novel published last fall, Diana

vf the. Moorland, Mr. Louis Tracy
achieved a mighty good murder mystery
tale, as Mr. V. B. McConniek certified
to renders of Hooks and the Book WorUl
and as many readers have since certified
to themselves. In Nutiiber Seventeen,
which Mr. Clode has just published, Air.
Tracy docs it again. Perhaps, as a mat-

ter of lad, did it earlier; for a footnote
to a conversation informs us that Num-be- r

Seventeen was written before August
1, 1014. Which, we hasten to add, is en-

tirely immaterial to the main action of the
talf.

A successful young author living at 18
Inivsmore Mansions, London, observes a
call-- r at No. 17, next door, where resides
a ntlewonian. The caller is very evi-

dently a gentleman and a person of some
distinction. lie appears at 11:30 I. M.,
but remains not more than five minutes.
The next morning the gentlewoman is
fouiid strangled to death.

Our author (the hero, not Mr. Tracy)
lias an appointment to meet the next day
a vry rich man interested in aviation and
in preventing the use of the airplane in
war. The meeting is purely to- - enable
Frank Theydon to prepare a magazine
article. Natnrally Mr. Theydon is dis-jna- tl

to mid that Mr. .Tames Crcighton
Forlxti, millionaire and philanthropist,
and father of a lovely girl, is presumably
the last person who saw his neighbor alive.

Have we said enough 1 We think so.
Hut what is a reader to make of a murder
where an evilly grinning ivory skull, very
tin and earven of ivory, is the token of
tt -- layer? What Is a reader to make of

By FRANK P. STOCKBRIDGE.
' I MlK monthly magazines have already

lost their grip on the public, the

tfiiklies are slipping rapidly, and soon it
will le the turn of the daily newspapers
to to the all pervading and re-s- i-

influence of the movies. So much

oi gathers from Homer Croy's Mow

JM.. ion Pictures Are Made; indeed, the

an Iior explicitly sets forth these startling'
as'it'ons and prophecies, together with

oiler facts and forecasts that are hardly

let interesting. The motion picture of
th- - 'uture will be shown in natural col-

or sufficient success has attended the
oj. n'mcntal efforts in that direction to
ju 3 this confident prediction. It will
no .:rry "sub titles." The pictorial prc-Ee- .'i

lion will be. ho detailed and artisti-c- a

perfect that the story will unfold
it--, i entirely in pictures-- . This was Mr.
Kdi-'on- 's ideal aim when he made the first
ol .'1 motion picture dramas-- , "The (ircat
Ti :i Robbery," which co-- t, incidentally,
bu. and "yielded a profit of $00,000,
away back in 1902. There were no inter-
ruptions to the rapid movement of the
drama, l.olhing to divert the attention of
the aiidienee from the scenes themselves
and incidentally to cat up some hundreds
of feet of costly film. Motion picture
producers have already made much head-

way in this direction; Mr. (Voy explains
that the simple expedient of abbreviated
spelling, not always according to the rules
of the Simplified Spelling Board, has re-

sulted in the annual saving of some quar-
ter of a million dollars worth of film.

While the motion picture of the future
will be in colors, it will not be coupled
with a talking machine, except in the case
of educational films, which doubtless will
carry some development of an ingenious
clectric:il devieo, which the author de-

scribes-, by means of which the wavering
line wade by the vibration of an arc light
under the impulse of the voice is photo-

graph d on the edge of the strip of film
and can lie retranslated into sound, waves

By SIEGFRIED SASS00N
Author of "The Old Huntsman"

"He lias burred into our spirits as
nc other poet hps the terrible pain and
uttir fectishrxss of war, and with an
ait that is keener with irony . . .

then that of fny pert of the present
gtreraticn eaccpt Thomas Hardy.
The English-speakin- g world will
wrlch his star as it rises to the zenith
where the mighty are clustered and
seen." Boston Transcript.

HJS net (jmtcte atr)
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that extraordinarily alert person from
Scotland Yard, Furncaux? From the Isle
of Jersey, if you please.

The ingredients of Mr. Tracy's novel

a book to be read at one sitting, or at
least in one" day are extremely good.

They are highly picturesque, "colorful,"
without " being bizarre. The story is,
furthermore, nearly all action. It would

make a superb movie play. It is not so
satisfactory as it might be, in cloth cov-

ers, bceausc Mr. Tracy will interject his
little conventional remarks on Uic marvel
of all this happening in staid Londan and
liocausc the love theme is trite and too
obviously written into the action so that a
love story will be present. Americans will
think Frank Theydon very stupid in
despairing of his love because the girl's
father had millions and he had not much
more than enough to live on, earned by
his pen. Americans will like greatly Mr.
Tracy's use of one of their countrymen, a
Chicagoan, to work out the plot, while de-

ploring the queer dialeet Mr. Tracy puts
in his mouth.

It is disappointing, too, not to go more
deeply into the story that lies back of the
culminating events. Too much is left to
conjecture there. Conjecture, which is the
life of a mystery story for several hun-

dred pages, has no place in the last dozen.
To compare Number Seventeen with n.

good fctory by Wilkie Collins, would bo
harsh. Suffice to say that it provides a
restful, exciting evening or afternoon.

Xl'MBKR SEVENTEEN'. Tlv Lons Tracy.
New York: Edward J. Clod"--. $1.50.

Jolian Bojer's novel, The Great 11 linger,
went into second printing ten days after
publication. Joe IIprgeshciuicT was
credited with an assif-- t by Box Scorer
Howard W. Cook.

through the samo medium of (ho speaking
arc. All education will be by means of
films, the author believes, and he indicates
in some detail methods of adapting the
motion picture to the teaching of ancient
history, science and geog-

raphy. Indeed Mr. Croy's enthusiasm and
confidence in the power of the unaided
film to convey any sort of a human mes-

sage leads to the suggestion that mankind
may, through the cinema, return tosome-tliin- g

the "picture writ-

ing" of the primitive Indians if
not the word signs of
the Chinese; certainly the range of recog-

nizable emotions and ideas already in-

cluded in the repertoire of any motion
picture star and almost completely stand-
ardized, so that the of any
one of them conveys a 'ways and to every
one the same meaning, is much greater
than the possible range of even the must
complicated combination of brush -- tnike--.

Mr. Croy writes from the in-i- when
discussing the movies, for he ha- - been a
motion picture actor, one gather--- , a

editor, one suspects, and a producer
or director of film He was
in Singapore making motion pictures
when the European war began and ran up
against a rigid censorship that put 'a top
!o activities in the British
possessions. No such censorship obtained
in the Spanish war, the first armed con-

flict after the development of the motion
picture camera, and not the lea-- t interest-
ing incident related by the author is of the
movie operator who risked his life at the
battle of Santiago only to find, after dodg-

ing Spanish bullets all day, meanwhile
turning his crank that some-

thing was wrong with the mechanism and
he had not made a single foot of pictures!
The company that sent him out, however,
was not to be balked so easily: the ba'ttle
of San Juan Hill was staged in New
Jersey and shown to huge and delighted
audiences all over the world. In tragic
contrast is an episode of the battle of
Verdun. Motion picture
in the war just ended used cameras con-

taining a gyroscopic stabilizer operated
by compressed air, so they wen: not under
the necessity of mounting their "boxes" on
tripods thereby being mistaken for ma-

chine gun operators. The pyrocopc
keeps the camera level and steady while
held in the hands and the compressed air
also operates the film mechanism. J. A.
Dupre, French advancing
with the troops at Verdun, was killed while-seekin-

shelter; his camera, the mechanism
still in operation, fell across his knees
with the lens still pointing at the advanc-
ing Germans, and one of the most won-

derful pictures of the whole war resulted!
The marvellous of the mo-

tion picture in less than a quarter of a

"White Man"
By DOROTHY SCARBOROUGH.

IjtrillTE MAX, by Ccurge Agiicw

' is ,aa extremely en-

tertaining yarn. You ;Wt believe that a
bit of it could actually have happened, but
that, of course, is inconsequential and ir-

relevant. If you are deprcsW with read-

ing overmuch Russian gloom, or blud-

geoned with war books, or nauseated with
sex stuff, try this for a change. You can
for a time forget your agitation over the
prices of things, or jour mental strain
connected with income tax returns, or
your over the
aridity of the nation by giving an evening
to tliis romance, even though you'll not be

enriched by the experience.
The scene of this adventurous love story

is in South Africa, where the climate is
and dramatic, and where

all sorts of creatures, from mosquitoes to
bull elephants lend excitement to the sit-

uations, and where natives furnish local
color in abundant blackness.

The events of this whizzing novel move
with scenario rapidity and variety. Andrea
Pellor, British maiden of
aristocratic family, is on her way to marry
her fiance in South Africa. As she is 25
and he 58, with much wealth but little be-

sides to commend him, she is not enthu-

siastic over the prospect. To escape for a
few minutes the lwredom of a hotel dance

slips away to the beach, where she
sees a white man and a native making
ready to mount in an airplane. Craving
a new sensation for a half hour, she hays,
''Please, Mr. Man, take me with you."
"Wo read:

"She was ceitainly something to see and
to wonder it. Her brown hair was a bit
mussed like a sea teased into catspaws by
puffs of air. ller eyes of Iri-i- blue danced

Homer Croy on "How Motion Pictures Are Made"
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century, from Muybridge's 'Zoopraso-scopii- "
to the familiar product of

is told in sympathetic detail; the mechan-
ism of the ennicra and projector ait; de-

scribed and the methods by which various
screen results are obtained explained in-

terestingly. One learns that the "ani-
mated cartoon"' requires the services of
thirty artists working constantly for a
week to produce 'a 500 foot strip of film,
known in the trade as a "half roci"; that
audiences do not laugh when custard pies
are thrown into ladies' faces, though this
is the most humorous of all screen situa-
tions when the victim is a man; and that
cannibals get $2 a day for "ading in the
movies." Why some good actors fail as
screen stars and vice versa, what makes
vehicle wheels appear to turn backward
on the screen and why actors don't break
their necks when they fall off the pyra-
mids are among the curious and interest
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with a light younger than li face a
light that attends the eternal wistful child
within us but beneath the shining gaze
were shadows and her cheeks were over-pal- e.

She was slim enough to look tall in
spite of the cloak-lik- e affuir of dark blue
glove cloth that fell from her shoulders
to her ankles in ever-wideni- folds.

"Through all his inspection the man's
face never changed. He looked her over
deliberately and deliberately let down the
little ladder that gave access to the ob-

server's seat. He helped her up without a
word, strapped her in and then turned to
pour out voluble instructions in dialect to
the bronze statue that stood at attention,
black eyes fixed on his master's face, red
bps repeating like a prompter at a Latin
theatre all that his master said."

When they had gone some fifty miles
Andrea commands the silent aviator to
take her back at once.

" 'You asked me to take you with me,'
said the man in the same calm voice, 'and
I don't happen to lie going back.' "

Ho docs not go back. And Andrea Pel-

lor presently finds herself set down in a
mysterious colony of natives in an un-

known wilderness, with no other person
of her eolor save the bird man, whom
for lack of any other name she calls White
Man.

Since the dot of this book is the chief
thing, it would be criminal to reveal it to
any prospective reader. One must find
out for one's self the reasons and the out-

come of this unusual adventure, must ex-

perience for one's self the thrills which Mr.
Chamlierlaiii has so lavishly provided.
White Man isn't at all a contribution to
literature, but it will give honest plcasuro
to those who like novels with plenty of
action and romance.

WHITE MAN. By Oeoruk Ac.vkw Oiav-iieklai-

Bobbs, Merrill Company. $1.75.

ing ph.-u.e- s of the motion picture indus-

try discussed by the author.
For one who has been so intimately as-

sociated with the motion picture business

Mr. Croy is singularly frank in discussing

its literary shortcomings. Hi: admits that
the general run . of screen "stories" are
about fourth reader grade and that the

who control the industry are much

more concerned over the present nickel

turn the future dollar.
"I've got something big!" eselaimed a

scenario writer to one of the film mag-

nates. "I've got the film rights to l'udd'tt-he,- ul

Wilson V
The film magnate, Mr. Croy records,

took the announcement calmly. Willi an
expressive shrug he replied:

"Vc don't want to knock the

HOW MOTION PICTURES ABE MADE.
By IIoMai Croy. Harder &. Brothers $4.

Two Remarkable Interpretations of French Character
Nono: Love and the Soil By gaston roufnel

Wine-growin- g Burgundy reveals powerfully realistic peasant love-stor-

Eegirrirg as a crude, shallow passion it develops Uirough the wider vision
which ccmes with years into a steadily deepening drrma of redeeming love.
Its bits cf descriptien, as well as its pathos and tenderness, remind one of
Thcmas Hardy rt his best. Net $1.90

Jacquou the Rebel By eugene le roy
The rural life cf Prrigcrd, sturdily opposing injustice, privilege and intrigue,
extrrcTdinarily kind, s.niplt rx.d devout, reveals the gentle qualities wh-c-

have made French civiliz; lion so valuable to the world. It is Le Roy's must
important-nove- l ard rarks with the best of Maupassant. Net $1.30

Two Banks of the Seine By fernand vandereiyi
These Three Volumes Are the First Issues of the

LIBRARY OF FRENCH FICTION
Under the Editorship of BARNET J. BEYER, Sometime Lecturer at the Soibrnnc
Which aims to provide a more adequate understanding of French life than is provided
by the current translations which have to do with Paris and often a very limited part
of Paris life. The novels included deal with the manners and customs cf all classes
and sections cf French life.

Six Other Volumes A rr, in Prow or in Process of Translation.
All

Bookstores. E. P. DUTTON & CO. Fifth Ave.,
New York.

The European Commonwealth
By J. A. R. Marriott, author The Eastern Question. 382 Pages

(Weight 2 lbs., postage extra). Net $7.50.

A new book dealing with the rise of modern diplomacy
the Hohenzollern traditions, the problems of Poland, the
Near East and the Adriatic, and the Holy Alliance and the
Concert of Europe.

At All Booksellers or from the Publishers
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