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Robinson Crusoe a Trois
“W ELL, this will make a fine tale

when you get liome,” said the
British navy officer who found David on
the West African coast and apparently
alone; “you'll he the medern Robinson
And that is just the defeet of
E. Temple Thurston's David and Joma-
than. It 15 beeanse his three Robinson
Crusoes are so very modorn that they be-
vome merely drawing room characters set
awkwandly down in such o world as Defoe
made glorious forrver.

The awkwardness eomes hoth from the
characters themselves and from the form
m which Mr. Thorston has cast his story.
It purports to be strung togetber from a
manaseript written by David (he has no
other name in the tale) witer his retum
from being cust away on the African coast
together with John Hawkesley (the Jona-
than of the title) and Joan. They ure
three perfeetly econventional modern Brit-
ishers, such as are so often assembled in
drawing rooh comedies on the stage of
our own Empire Theatre.

David is more or less effeminate; Jona-
than s one of your clumsy “red hlooded”
men, and Joun is a farly representative
conseiencelss flit,  The Afriean back-
ground is merely an exeuse for the author
to have his David discass sex and women
and life, make love to Joan and event-
nally, lenve Joan and Jonathan behind
him, when a Brtish sunboat takes him
away, o Jonathan can have his one day
free to ask Joan Lo be his wite.

Her eventful choies is of a pieee with
all the rest of the follies of this tale.

DAVID AND JONATHAN. By E. TeMrre
Thirsron, G, P Putnam's Sons, $1.590.

“The Navy Eternal”

()\:l‘: of the developments of the war

as rellected in the Dntish army
and nuavy 15 the hitte group of serviee
writers that have emerzed into the world
of letters, One of these began as the
“Eye Witness” of the early land engage-
ments—alterward revealed as Col, Swin-
ton; but most of the vavy writers huve
remained anonymous or are known from
their noms de plume, us “Taffraill” or
“Bartimeus.”

This last named writer was first made
known (o us through 1'%e Long Trick and
now we have a second book from him
called The Navy Etermal. It is made up
of fonrteen chapters devoted to the navy-
that-floats, the navy-that-flies and the
navy-under-the-sea, which most readers
will revogmize as the three modern divi-
sions of the sea fighting forees, surface
ships, aireraft and submarines,

The tales begin with a sketeh of the Life
of the cadets at one of Brtain’s naval
schools and ¢lose with a4 reonion of a
group of ofticers in the three arms of the
“sentor service” at the end of hostilities.
Between these are spinited deseriptions of
big ship engagements; of the work of the
destroyers, snhmarines, mine sweepers; of
the wirmen and the submarines, the ele-
mental fragedy of whiel s sinkingly sug-
m the sketeh entitled Overdue.
Another little tragedy (of the work of
the coast patrol) 1s 1o he found in Tup-
pence Apiece, as 15 the penalty of age n
tha serviee in The Feet of the
Yuun,; Men,  The volunteer work of the
yachtsmen m the motor hoat fleet 15 de-
seribed I Gipsies of the Sea; and the
Zeebrogge operation is set forth in ihe
chapter St Gearge's Dow, 1919,

Bartimeus knows the British navy from
every angle, <hips, officers and men, ens-
toms of the serviee and its methods of
fighting. Moreover, he has a profonnd
affection for 1t and no Lttle grace as a
writer. So that for those who love navy
stories and sea tales this book will he a
source of unalloyed delight.

THE NAVY ETERNAL. Ry ** Bartimeus."*
Gearge T1 Doran Company. §1.50.
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Achmed Abdullah's new novel, The Last .

Manchu (Robert J. Shores Corporation),
records further adventures of Vandewater,
who figured in T'he Blwe Eyed Manchu.
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By W. B. McCORMICEK.

NY one of the three elements that
A go to make up the background of
Zane Grey's latest novel would be suffi-
vient in itzelf’ as a theme for u novel, but
when the question of the whest supply for
our allies the machinations of the [ W. W.
against the wheat growers and the war
are all bronght into the pages of one book
the reader is apt to feel be is overwheimed
with these immensities. We have a faney
that thie world has had more than its fil
of brutalities and physical eneounters Lie-
tween men during the last four years and
that when the world takes to reading it de-
sires a surcease from such things, for a
ume at least. The world will find no sueh
surecase in Zane Grey's new nowel, but,
on the eontrary, passions run wild, fight-
ing of the “Wild Western™ order, eluss
Latved and wankind at its worst,

The main theme of this tale of The
Desert of Wheat is to show the revolt of
a young Ameriean of German parenfage
agunst German  influenees bath i his
home and n his pation's Kurt
Dorn's father, althongh for almaost a hife-
time a resident of the State of Washing-
ton, shows the German taint when our
couniry goes to war against his home
ecountry. He tries {o infuenes his son,
he plots warth the I W. W. conspirators,
and dies 8 vietim to their sueeessiul at-
tempt Lo burn Lis wheat fields. Then, in
spite of the efforts of lis fiancee to keep
Inm at home Kuort Dormn goes to Franee
as a soldier in our army, and earns the
nickname of Demon Dorn hy the way he
tights with his bayonet. He i1s wounded,
and retumms to bis home eountry, a physi-
cal and mental wreek obsessed with the
idea that he is always hayoneting the
enemy. But his fianeee eures him by
marriage, and one leaves Kurt and Le-
nore with the impressivn that he is gomg
to beeome a perfectly conventional wheat
grower in the end. a bit of a snob withal,
a streak of Teutonism showing out Lrom
time to time through all his davs.

We charge Kurt Dom sith being a
snub through the evidence peoesented by
the letter from him to his fiancee which
mars these pages, Just why Zane Grey
should have made the tasteless assault he
does on Ameriean women in their rela-
tions with our soldiers throngh the madi-
um ol Kurt's letter is not plain. Indeed
the whole episode in which these letters
of Kurt’s and Jim Anderson's appear is
lngged in baldly except as serving as a

vonneeting link between the eivilian life

hife.,

and army life, of which this wnter ob-
vionsly knows little, :

Our soldiers, we believe, are very
voted to Zane Orey's novels of Weslern
life. It will be interesting to know if
they like him as well when he touehes
on army life and which, when he toneches,
he does not adorn.

THE DERERT OF WHEAT. By Zase
GREY. Harper & Brothers. $1.50.

“The Man Nobody Knew"
I OLWORTHY HALL'S latest book,

.] The Man Nobody Knew, shows the
theatricality that most of his work re-
veals. There is a little more fe ling and
thought in this book than in some of Hol-
worthy Hall's productions, Lot that must
not be construed as very high praise,

The ineident which forms the basis of
the story, the chanzing of a wounded
man’s face to resemble that of the Christ,
15 ineredible. It 15 in questionable taste,
to say the least, to represent surgeons as
doing such a thing in =eomful response to
the profane soggestium of a hypochon-
driac. And the psyehieal transformation
wluch is supposed to accompany the facial
reconstruction is impossihle to aceept,

The charweters in this story are too
<lightly drawn to have verisimilitude or
vitality and the plot has conventional com-
plications =0 erudely handled that the
reader ean look forward and diseeru bow
the end will come,

THE MAN NORODY KNEW. By o
worrny Hare., Dodd, Mead & Co. $1.50.

“Venus in the East”

Clﬂ!RH now another saration of the
dear old story about the rel but
ienl-

respesctabie though  picturesqueiy

tured Westerner who fures forth to seck

hus misfortune in New York. This time
the book is ralled Vemas o the Fast
I\.l'ﬂll-\ ot lp_ll‘lg the name of the far

Western muner), and the autnor s Wak
faen Irwin.  The sarrative 15 readable,
and FEasterners who don't know any bet-
ter may think it true o bie, bat it won't
fool a single Westerner.  What person
vitside of wery comie opera wouhl spend
225,00 in buying a pearl necklee for
a woman be has never spoken to and then
diselaim the mift?

Buddy MeNair, mventor of the Super-
eyanide Proeess of Gold Reduction (he
doesn’t newl any superevanide to reduee

Ins guld supply onee he bits New York!)

deerdes 10 Jeave his Western home. He
exchanges his eondaroy  trousers and
swampers boots for a new outfit. Here

v what Walloee Irwin thinks a man

from Colorado would do:

“Buddy had always wanted a blue smit
and it was obvious, even to old Doe Nay-
jor's none too subtle eolor sense, that
Huddy had gone at it with his usual
thoronghness and accomplished his ambi-
tin; for the loes-hanging ereation which
he bad brought wp this very morning
from the Fashion Store, aeross from the
Texas Star Hotel, presented all the brill-
tuney of a chemical fire, Yellow shocs
faneifully trimmed with buttons to mateh,
a eravat of Jdaintiest lavender, a hat of
bowler Lype somewhat tight in the band,
a very tall Jdouble eollar and a slippery
satin shirt combined to disguise the ex-
terior of Buddy as something he wasn't
amd never had been.” Lifelike? Oh, no!

Buddy explains to his friend the Doe
lus reasons for going.

“T don't mean I've got any longing te
go live on a roof garden and hire a nigger
to spray me with wine out of a hose. But
I'm 37 now; pretty soon I'll be 40 and
past enjoying life.

“‘A schoolboy thought,’ grinned the
vlil doetor.

“‘It wor't do me any good hanging
around Axe Creek dripping gold out of
the holes in my pocket. I'm not such a
darned snob, Doe,’ he pleaded. ‘Any of
the boys around the camp would do the
same onder the cireumstanees. Only they
might not go at it so (horeughly.’

“‘'Well, what's so superior about your
programme ¥ the Doe obliged him.

“‘I'm going to get in with the big peo-
ple of the world. The ones that make the
wheels go round, that make pearls and
eaviar and grand opera pay. The kind
whose pietures and dogs’ pictures and
hahies’ pietures fill up the Sunday papers,
that sre =0 much somebody that it mat-
ters more whether therr bridesmaids earry
orehids or roses than it does whether an
ordinary cilizen lives eighty years or dies
of eatalepsy at the age of 21. Fve got
the price of adnussion and I want to get
m—with the best." "

Naturally, stirring seenes are to be
looked for when Buddy reaches Hiverside
and other seetions of Manhattan. Those
readers who enjoy a story irrespective of
probability may care for this. Those who
unreasonably ask for eredibility in char-
acter deseription and in situation will find
Venus in the Fast deficient but «till read-
alile.

Some of the character studies of New
York persoms are realistie, but the main
persons in the stary, especially Buddy, are
merely 1918 models for antique figures in
fietion. The novel i= elean, however, and
the love story is rather entertaining,
VENUS IN THE EAST. By WaLrace Ir-

wiN. Goorge . Doran Company. $1.50.

caceedingly valuable.

'KOEHLER’S
WEST POINT MANUAL

OF DISCIPLINARY PHYSICAL TRAINING
By Lieut. Col. H. J. Koehler, U. S. A.

Director of Military Gymnasties, Swordsmanship, ste, Urileod Slates
Military Academy, Instrucior at Treiming Campe, 1915-1918

With a Foreword by NEWTON D. BAKER, Secretary of War.

Secrctary Baker testifies to amazirg repidity with which Cel. Kochler's method
formed by years of experience at West Poirt, developed yourg men of every pess cr:‘ho
courtry into military officers of impressive phymczl and morel _adtguaqn _W_“fut
the cbject of physical training in scthocls, cdleges, and cther institubions is disorplmary
and educationsl end not purely pbysical, this manuzl is ensily

$2.00 net. (Posiage cxira). Can be bought at uny bovkslore or Jirect fram

E. P. DUTTON & CO., 681 Fifth Avenue, New York

sdaptable and will prove
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