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SECTION 6

SWEEPING THE SEAS OF THE DEADLY MINE
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Death's Har-
vest Did Not
EndWithWar
and Daring
Men Work
Daily to Cut
the Life Toll
By ROBERT C. SKERRETT,

' I MIE uea has been cown with the
I seed of death and the. hjrvest- -

ingr of human lives has not
come to an end. Day by day the
gruesome toll grows. No one can tell

hfn It will be complete.
The "dud," the unexploded shell,

Uirled In the soli, will be a danger
io the husbandman of Europe for a
long time to come. The farmer bent
upon restoring his war wrecked acres
to peaceful productfveness, may bo
blown to bits, all because his plough
has happened to hit a hidden pro-Jotl- !e

still charged with its destruc-
tive burden.

But this peril of lurking disaster, the
aftermath of strife, is by no means
limited to the land. The toilers of the
deep are somewhat similarly menaced,
for they have continually before them
the fear of untold thousands of

mines that were planted In
navignble waters during the recent
eM of hostilities.
"Weeks back the stln of the

was drawn. Further "ravaging
nr the submarine vis halted, and
hlppmp has nailed forth no longer in

drrad of the torpedo or the guns of
jindcrwater craft, Nevertheless ships

suffered from other subaqueous
Rencles of demolition since the Kign-ln- ?

of the armistice, and tho worst
' It all is that the mariner cannot bo
ure that these hazards won' lie with-

in hi path for months to come nnd
him harm when and where least

""Pected.

"me Sinkings rtece'ntly,.
Eanv In Doromhor Vi Drltl.h

Wp fassindra struck a rnino In the
Baltic and sank with a loss of eleven
of her mm. On January 9 off

Kngland, a British freight-J- "
nit a mine and foundered Most of

rr.w ,verB lost after, they had
minafi to g;et away In the boats.

Mne uays liter the French ship
nnula stumbled upon a mlno in the

Strait of Messina and went to the
oottnn in four minutes. Four hundredana sixty of the people aboard were"t and many of the 230 survivors

er Injured by the explosion. The
wlttih sloop on February
5 was sunk by a mine twenty-thre- e
"ilies orr the mouth of tho river Tyne.

" h.b ,)aj. R Norwegian steam
nihrnmn and a Swedish freighter

destroyed in kindred fashion.
The Norwegian craft went to her doom
"jr tho port of fitavanger and eight

her crew were killed outright. In
h case of the Sphynx, tho Swedish

seventeen of her people were
M'rlflccl She sank off tho north-- t

roast of Kngland.
Thrwj djj-- s previously the Panlsh

aieamcr Carmen met a similar fate
" the North Sea and only ono of herrew survived. The British minefffprr Krln'a IMe while working ofT

,th moutli of the' River tlxlaCta
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HOW --the ANCHORED
CONTACT MINE is PLANTED.
N6 1 - JUST AFTER BEING CAST

OVERBOARD .

N9 Z- - ANCHORING GEAR
BOTTOM and

ihe WEIGHT, W, TOUCHING
SEABED 3Pd LOCK I NG ihc
CABLE REEL , R.
H". 3 -- ANCHOR, A, DRAWS
MINE --io CHOSEN

bumped against a mine and paid the
usual penalty. Twenty-eigh- t of her
crew were saved.

Recently a Scandinavian liner reach-
ing New York reported that naviga-
tion in the North Sea and
waters was very much Imperilled by
the presence of drifting mines. Sev-

eral times during the ship's westward
run Hho came within a few feet of
these dreaded derelicts, and to lessen
the danger It wan deemed best to
anchor the steamer during night time
off the Norwegian coast.

Slack Anxlrlj- - by Shipping Hfn.'
This state of affairs, nnd the Incom-

plete record of tho toll so far levied
by vagrant mines since tho signing of
the armistice are calculated to occasion
a, deal of anxiety In shipping circles.
Experience in the past Is a fairly re-
liable" index of what may he ahead for
the mariner, and peaceful shipping is
likely to suffer gravely because of the
meand employed by tho l'ate belliger-
ents to carry on their warfare beneath
the sea.

Tho "story-- of what happened both
during and after the Russo-Japancs- o

war la a fair example of what tho in
discriminate planting of submarine

Jn thtsli sea can.JfjuUo. The
mine proved to bo a two edged wcapUtffj
and worked havoc to friend nnd foe
alike. But the matter of present inter-
est is the damage wrought by floating
mines among neutral and peaceful
shipping months after the cessation of
that war. Theso weapons drifted far
and wide, even while Uielr anchors
still remained attached to their moor-
ing cables, and time has failed to les
sen their power to harm. Again,-other-

hrke away 2rom their anchors
carrlel by winds fields, of

currents of tho sea Jno Gulf of
I'ecmil and tar up the Gulf or
I.lao-tun-

Following close of the war be-
tween Russia and Japan Fomething

thirty vessels wero either very
seriously damaged or sunk outright by
unexpected collision with floating
mines; and during period of con-
flict and for a considerable while
thereafter Chinese junks wero obliter
ated with appalling frequency.

This was especially tho fate of natlvo
fishermen operating in tho upper'
reaches of Yellow Sea. One of
theso mines was discovered by
U. 8. S. New Orleans right In
bor pf Chefoo, whero it had been Im
pelled by wind and tldo far from Its
original place of planting. A Russian
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contiguous

steamship struck a mine off Vladivo-
stok on October 1906, a yearafter
the war ended, and only sixty persons
out of the 200 on board wcro saved.

AccordJhK to available statistics,
there' were probably fewer than D;000

mines planted by both belligerents
during the Russo-Japanes- e war a
mere fraction of tho mines that havo
been sowed In JJyropean waters since
August 1, 1914 and scores of craft
of all kinds were sent to the bottom
by these hidden and derelict dangers.
It is true 'that both tho belligerents
engaged in sweeping operations
endeavored to clear (known mine

and wero the and but unhappily many these
the

into

the

like

the

the
tho

the har

?1,

yet

nnd
tho

weapons were planted without records
of their whereabouts surviving, and
hundreds of others wore sent broad-
cast by natural fojres.

It was .because of the havoc wrought
by drifting mines that the Hague Con-
vention of 1907 undertook to put some
curb upon the new practleo of sowing
mines In the open seas and beyond
the territorial waters of tho I'owers
concerned. It was prescribed at The
Hague that mines used within an area
of hostilities should be of such a na-
ture as not to expose Innocent naviga-
tion to danger after hostilities wero
over or the area had been deserted by
the belligerents.

The conference did not prescrlbo
how this waa to he accomplished: and
II Is a matter of fairly general knowl

HANDLING JV1INES FROM
i

edge among those familiar with the
art that the various maritime Powers
havo since 1907 sought to meet the
obligation by means of different

One. of the impllcTfTerequites to
Insure Immunity to Innocent shipping
was that all anchored contact mines
should be thoroughly ivcll secured to
their anchors in tho first place, and
then If they broke loose that they
would immediately become harmless,
either ly sinking or by having their
detonating mechanism 'automatically
rendered inoperative. But strong cur-ten- ts

nnd heavy storms repeatedly
wrecked tho ml no fields despite the
precautions adopted to hold the ma-
chines In place; and after nearly every
gale the losses among shipping, due
to wandering mines were noticeably
larger.

Olllclnl figures issued by tho Dutch
and the Danish authorities oro In-

formative At (ho cloao of the first
two years of the war moro than BOO

mines had been beached upon the
north coast of Jutland; and by March
1, 1916, 918 mines had been washed
up on tho shores of Holland. Of these
484 wero Indisputably British, fifty-eig- ht

wero French, and 175 of them
wero certainly of German origin.
There was no distinguishing mark on
201; but lnaamiich as tho French and
British uniformly marked theirs, the
rat,ural assumptlo was that the Ger

SHIP'S CUTTER..

mans were responsible tot the so- - t a
called unknown.

Just how theso unsecured mines In-

creased in number as time passed
has been disclosed by later figures
from Holland. From 1014 to Septem-
ber, 1910, tho Dutch picket! up aiong
tho short seacoast of tho Netherlands
no fewer than 5,050 contact mines,
nnd four-fifth- s of these roaming
menaces w?ro Identified as being of
British origin.

The belligerents were not tho only
European nations that employed
mines. Tho Dutch, tho Danes, the
Norwegians and tho Swede all
planted dcfcnslvoa mine fields, nnd
upon numerous occasions those
weapons got adrift and ndded to the
perils of shipping. In tho latter
months of tho war derelict mines were
reported almost dally by the Scandi-
navian papers, nnd every effort was
made to give warnings of their where-
abouts. Even so,, vessels frequently
ran afoul of them. The worst danger
lay in those mines, which had torn
awny from their moorings and were
swept along Just below tho surface by
tldnl currents. It has been estimated
by the Swedes that quite 26 per cent,
of their shipping loss was due to sub-

marine mines.
It Is commonly believed that the

mine when looso from Its anchor Is
no longer a source of danger.
Theoretically such is the case, but
there Is a disheartening gap between

MINE.

the- purpose of the fabricator and lliaJ. 1 r - . . .nkuai ju:riu(ii.uii;e oi i uc ueionaung
apparatus tucked away In the vitals
of tho weapon. It is not thn object of
this article to detail the various ways
In which tho Beveral maritime Towers
have sought to render harmless their
anchored automatlo

'

contact mines
after they break: awuy from their
moorings. The point, Is that mech-
anisms have fall? d i to function as
designed sometimes because of some
trifling defect In' manufacture, again
owing to physical changes wrought
by exposure to tho-- elements or the
action of tho sea water after a more
or less protracted submergence.

The Netherlands Government found
It necessary a few months after tho
outbreak of hostilities to organize, a
special force for dealing with mines
that were coming ashore along the
coast of Holland, nnd tho work proved
to have all of the thrills of actual
warfare.

Tho mines that gavo the greatest
trouble wero thoso of British origin.
It was, of course, ticklish nnd to a
degree dangerous to dispose of either
tho French or tho German mines, yet
their structural get up facilitated
openfcjg them 'and extracting their

1
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Thousands of Pounds of High
Explosive Afloat in Lanes

of Commerce, Menacing
All Who Go to Sea

detonators and explosive charges vested, and during tho.e nine monthm
without disaster. The British mines, nineteen sweepers went to the bottom.
on tho other hand, could not be dealt
with in the same confident fashion,
and It wna almost Invariably found
necessary to explode them from a
distance, either by gunfire or by a
detonating charge set off externally.
Kngllsh, French and German mines
had always to be handled cautiously
lesl a sudden sharp blow should do the
business.

Tlaim mnat vlcrt n,,rt .nntlniinlw,K"- - necesrarv
nntrnninir nrirnncr nM rnmn nsnnrp
in numerous instance nnd promptly
exploded when they bumped against
the beach pounded upon rock in
shallow water. Two cases will suffice
to illustrate what must be guarded
against from now on for months.
floating mine was washed up on the
coast of Italy near Fossacesla, where

promptly exploded and did serious
damage to railway running close by.

Wrecked Property Ileach.
Again, derelict mine waa swept

ashore near Flushing, Holland, and
detonated by that contact. As result
of the blast windows in neighboring
hotels nnd houses wero smashed and
other harm done to property in the
vicinity. Fortunately no one was hurt.
In the majority of cases mines havo
broken adrift from their anchors by
the parting of their cables, indicating
that these ropes havo been frayed
by the continual movement of the mine
induced by either tidal currents the
surge of storm waves.

At the very start of tho war was
announced that each Power concerned
promised to remove nil mines that
could be located at the close of hos-
tilities, and nssurance was given that
this would be done with the least pos-

sible delay by each Government, espe-
cially within tho areas of their own
mined waters. As tho strugglo went
on tho mine fields wero not only multi-
plied but the extent of some of them
was Increased tremendously.

Further, the Germans especially,
through tho agencies mlnn planting
submarines nnd surface mine planters
operating under neutral flags sowed

indiscriminately In the paths of
enemy shipping and erslstently nt
mouths of rivers or other approaches
to tho harbors of their foes. To offset
this menace the British Government

have steamed total
And what sea-

farers in their several
extra employment

During 1916 they removed 21,000 mines
planted Germans and they

were in" wmi" ivin, up
to 1, 14,0(1 mines were
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PLANTING

It has not sufficed for the British mlnsweepers to operate in home waters.
uerman raiders sowed their seeds of
aeatn far and wide. The notorious
raider "Wolf scattered theso menaces
at various places between South Africa
and tho Orient. Not only that, but she.
captured tho steamer Turrttella and
outfitted her an auxiliary minelayrr.

1 a it .
matter of record that tho Brii- -
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mines lam ore Ilto Cape of Good IIop,
In the of Aden and about Ccvlon,
while vessels moro than once havo
stumbled mines, undoubtedly of
German origin, planted in the water
contiguous to New Zealand.

Wo had our own taslo of Tcutton mlno planting activities heroirith-i- n
tho domestic waters. The cruiser

San Diego was sent to her grave by a
German mine right off Long Island;
tho battleship Minnesota was damaged
but not sunk by nn enemy mlno when
off the Delaware coast. The Mallory
linpr San Saba, early last October,
struck a floating mine about fifteen
miles southeast of Barnegat, nnd tip
steamship Pratt was gravely injured
by a mine near the entrance to the
Delaware, but grounded before foun-
dering. It Is true thnt our coastal pa-
trol craft swept up some of the mlnns
planted by the Teuton that
operated off the Atlantic seaboard, hut
we cannot bo sure that all of thefjo
lurking perils were removed, ar.d trm
worst of It is theso subaqueous
scourge may turn up almost any-
where in our navigable waters.

'Planted Mhhj-- Tliouinnda.
And now we como to shippings

greatest source of darger from
mines. Tho British estab-

lished a mine barrage on tho North
Sea side of tho Strait of Dover nnl
planted a pretty extensive mine fleki
oft tho German, tho Holland and tho
Danish coasts In the earlier period if
tho war, but in 1917 this restrictlyo
barrier wjy very much amplified until
It reach eu farther westward nnd ex
tended northward to tho Skager Rack.

many thousands of theso dlro weapons j wlthln tlu llmlts motioned, the Brit

tho
ish navy planted thousands nnd thou-
sands of anchored mines, hoping thiia"
to pen in the German forces and par-
ticularly to embarrass tho movemenjn
of Finally canio the great

created a special mlno sweeping flo- - barrler wncn was established fiom
tllla, manned for the greater part by clow, , thP NorWPKinn COaSt W-Brltaln- 's

sturdy ilshermen. For his wt))n 00mpnrlIt,vciy. BhoU
servjee inerjjifw hiwii nu iwer umi, ,UMnnc of the Orkney Islands. Tt was
700 craft to do tho work around the , tnntn wnrk our ow ,

British Isles alone. I.ach month, so It B.,iPndlnlv cooperate.!.
Is reported, the mine sweepers have ' AcCnrd'ng to Secretary Diniels:
combed fully 460,000 square miles "f .'The Saw has taken, part In and
tho seas, and to accomplish this they . ..... ,,., f th(.

Of 1,132,000 mllrs. ' , .,,, ..,, 9.10 lnnir.
havo theso fearless

accomplished
years of hazardous

by the lost

liar- -

Gulf

upon

havo

miles
from Scotland to Norway. A total of
56,439 mines hnvo been laid, all of
which wero designed nnd manufac-
tured by the United Stales nnd trans-
ported and laid by tho United States

in mat service uriy-on- o or me sweeper xnvv. Thn tntiil personnel enrairen
vessels, not to mention tho lives of ,n n)ln(nK activity nlono Is upward of
many of tho men aboard. In 1917,6.700 mm." The entire mino field,

mines were garnered by tho cor,1nK to tno Secret a ry's ilgures.
sweepers and eighty-nin- e of the Ih.tillii' lmmt lmvo contained quite 71200

nrsiroyru in
October

iir
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