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EEPING THE SEAS OF THE DEADLY MINE

Death’s Har-
vest Did Not
EndWithWar
and Daring
Men Work
Daily to Cut
the Life Toll

By ROBERT G. SKERRETT.

HE sea has been sown with the|
T seed of death and the harvest. !
ing of humdan lives has not
come to an end. Day by day the|
fruesome toll grows. No one can tell
when it will be complete, 5
The "dud,” the unexploded aht‘ll.l
turied In the soil. will be a dangar|
'n the husbandman of Europe for af
ong time to come. The farmer bent |
pon restoring his war wrecked acres
o peaceful productiveness, may be
dlown to bits, all because his plough !
lax happened to hit a hidden pro-
Ieatils still charged with its destruc-
tive burden.
But this peril of lurking disaster, tha
aftermath of atrife, Is by no means |
mited to the land, The toliers of the |
deep are somewhat similarly menaced,
for they have continually hefore them |
"f‘-" fear of untold thousands of un-|
et mines that wera planted In|

ftonated
navignble waters during the recent|
yeria nf hostilities

Weeks back the sting of the I.'-‘
ot was drawn Furthrr'rn\'nsinl|
J fubmarine was halted, and
FRipping has salled forth no longer In
firead of the torpedo or the guns of|
nderanter craft, Nevertheless ships|
TAYR suffired from other subagueous |
fEencies of demolition since the sign-
Ing of tha armistice, and the worst
V00t all ix that the mariner cannot bo
sure that these hazards won't e with=
" ls path for montha to come and

90 him harm when and where least
MApected,

. .
Gmeo Sinkings Recently,

*hlp Cussindra struck a mine in the|
".l ! 1 sank with a loss of eleven
SRR men. On January 9 off Mid-
HiEsirongh, England, n British freight-
": omine and _foundered Most of

rew wera bt after they had
MANAKed to get away In the boats,

P lster the French ship
AUl Wumbled upon & mine in the

SRt of Mesalng and went to Ihni

onin four minutes, Four hundred !
N Elxly of the people aboard whrﬂl
Mound muany of the 230 survivers
Wera Injured by the explosion. 'I.'!u-'
Artish mlonp Penarth on February
! OWAN mn by & mine twenty-three
r"“" T the mnuth of the river Tyne.
n # Bama day a Norweglan steam
faherniun and & Bwedish frelghter
Mere destropad In kindred fashion.
fI® Sorwerian craft went 1o her doom
f tin port of Stavanger and elght
of hepe

‘rew wera killed outright, In
& case of the Sphynx, the Swedish
FRERSL meventesn of her peopls were
BATHed Bhe sank off the north-
PARt const of England,

Three dayw previously the Danish
Meamer Carmen met a similar fate
N tis North Sea and only one of her
W xuryivedd. The British mine
weeper Frln's Tsle while working off
the modth of (he River '!ﬂ‘:-!-

- —

in [ecember thu‘}irlti.h wn:’-""““" in Uheelalgn MeA can

HANDLING MINES

FROM A

SHIP'S CUTTER.,

HOW +the ANCHORED
CONTACT MINE rs PLANTED.
N2 )= JUST AFTER BEING CAST
OVERBOARD .

NQ2- ANCHORING GEAR
APPROACHING BOTTOM
“he WEIGHT, W, TOUCHING
SEABED #nd LOCKING +Yhe
CABLE REEL ,R. :

N23- ANCHOR ), A, DRAWS
MINE ¥o CHOSEN DEPTH.

bumped agninst a mine and paid the |
usunl penalty. Twenty-elght of her!
crew were saved. |

Recently & Bcandinavian liner reach-
ing New York reported that naviga- |
tion In the North Sea and cnmlluouli
waters was very much imperilled by
the presence of drifting mines, Bev- |
eral times during the ship's westward |
run whe came within a few feet of
these dreaded derelicts, and to lessan
the danger It was deemed beat to
anchor the steamer during night time |
off the Norwegian coast

Much Anxiety by Shipping u;-.'

This state of affairs and the incom-
plete recard of the toll so far levied
by vagrant mices sinie the slgning of
the armistice ure caloulated to oecasion
a deal of anxiety In shipping clrclea.
Experience In the past Is n fairly re-
liable index of what may be ahead for |
the mariner, and praceful shipping is
likely Lo suffer gravely bocause of |h¢-|

MINE PLANTING.
© by INTERNATIONAL FILM SERVICE

Thousands of Pounds of High
Explosive Afloat in Lanes

of Commerce, Menacing
All Who Go to Sea

detonators and
without disaster
on the other hand
with in the same

expiosive  charges ! vested, and during those nine monihs
The British mines, nineteen sweepers went to the bottom,
could not be dealt It has not suMoed for the British mine
| confident fashion, sweepers to operate in home waters,
| and it was almost invariably found | German ralders sowed thelr sceds of
| necessary to explode them from & | death far and wide. The notorious
distance, either by gunfire or by & ralder Wolt scattered these menacen
detonating charge set off externaliy.| at various places tietween Boulh Africa
English, Freneh and German mines|and the Orlent. Not oniv that. but she
‘ had alwaye to be handled cautiously  captured the Eleamer T:;rn!.'-lh\ and
|
|

lest & mudden sharp blow should do the | outfitted her ax an auxilinry mitelnver.
business It Is & matter of record thatl the B -
Degpite the mos: rigld and continual | {gh found |t NBCEARATY ot AR i
tpatrolling, drifting mines camo aslior? mines laid off the ¢ ape of Gond 1Tnp
1 "ln numernin Instances and nrnmptly],,, the GuIf of Aden and about ¢
exploded when they bumped against ! whiie
the beach or pounded upon a rock in
shallow water. Two rases will suffice
to {Hustrate what must bs guarded
| againat from now on for months, A
1 |f|ou.ting mine was washed up on the
| |coast of Ttaly near Fossacesia, Wher® |in the domestic waters e il
(1t promptly exploded and did serlous| S8an Diegn was sent tn Hat Briin Byka
jdamage to a railwey funning close Y. | German mine right off Long Island:
| Wrecked Property on Reach. | the battleship Minnesota was dinaged
but not sunk by an enemy mine when

mine v.i:'m BWODL | o1 the Delaware const.  The Mallory
ashora near Flushing, Holland. and|jjner gapn early last October

detonated by that contuct, As ""'U"'sirnr—c a floatineg mine about fftesn
of the hiast windowa in NelghbOring | mjies sputheast of Harneant. and the
'hotels and houses were smmashed “““|-tea.msh;p Pratt wos gravely Infured
! other harm done to property in the iwy 5 Sine near the the

vicinity. Fortunately no one war hurt, | pnaaees s f'--..rl.-

.
vion,
more than once liave
stumbied upon mines, undoubnediy of
German origin, planted In the winters
cuntiguous to New Zealand

We have had our own taste of Teuys=
ton mine planting activities hare grithe-

Vessels

Again, & derelict

Raha

antrance Lo

but grounded tefores

| Tn the madority of cases mines have | sorine ¢ gx true that our coastal pit=

| broken adrift from thelr anchors bBY|,..1 crnpe sEWept up some of the minns
|the parting of their cables, Iﬂd!"n'ltlﬁ“rlamod by tha Teuton 1T-boats .:hu

that thesa wire ropes have been frayed | operated off tha Atlantic seaboard bt

by the continual movement of the mina | cannaot he sure that all of r.1---v:

induced by either tidal currenta or the lurking perils were removed, amd the

f surgs of storm wives worat of it ds  thess c-,-ru.q:'l-- nim
y At the very start of the war It War| .o et turn \p almost anye

lannounced that sach Power r-f-nrnrrlmll

where in our navigable weters

means emploved by the Inte lwlllgﬂr-[

promised to remove all mines that |

VESSEL

-

onts to carry on thelr warfare beneath
the sea.

The Wtory of what happened both
during and after the Russo-Japanese
War Is a falr example of what the in-
discriminate planting of submarine
ta, The
mineé proved to be a two edged w(-n,ﬂ”,'
and worked havop to friend and foe
allke. But the matter of present Inter-
est is the damage wrought Ly floating
mines among neutral and peaceful
shipping months after the cessatlon of
that war. These weapons drifted far
and wide, even while thelr snchors
stlll remained nttached to thelr moor-
Ing cabies, and time has falled to les-
wen  their power to harm Again, | engaged in sweeping operationg and
others breke away .rom their anchors | pndeavored to clear the known mine
and were carried by the winds and | flelds, but unbagpily many of thesa
currents of the sea into the Gulf of |lweapons were planted without records
Pechlll and far up Into the Gulf of
Ldno-tung,

Following the clore of the war he-
tween Russin and Japan something
like thirty vessels were elther very
seriously damaged or sunk outright by

steamship struck a mine off Viadivo-
stoly on October 1, 1506, & yvear aftor
the war ended, and only eixty persons
out of the 200 on board were saved
According to  avalinhla
there were probahly fewer than [,000
mines planted by both belligerents
during the Russo-Japanese wWar-—a
mere fraction of the mines that have
been sowed In .k:gmptmn wWilers since
Auguat 1, 1814—and vet scores of craft
Gf all kinds were sent to the bhottom
by these hidden and derelict dangers,
It s true that hoth the belligerents

hundreds of others were sent hroad-
cast by natural forces

It was because of the havoo wrought
by drifting mines that the Hague Con-
vention of 1807 undertook to put some

unexpected collislon  with  floating | curb upon e new practice of sowing
mines; and during the period of con- | mines in the open sens und beyond
fiet and for a considerable while | tha territorial waters of the DPowers

thereaftey Chiness junks were obliter-
ated with appalling frequency.
Thik wans espaciallv the fate of native

concerned, It wam grescribed at The
Hague that mines used within an area
of hostilities should be of such & na-
fishermen operating in the upper'|tyre as not to expose innocent naviga-
reachos of the Yellow Sea. One of | tlon to danger after hostilitles were
these mines wan discovered by the |gyver or the area had heen deserted by
L. 8. 8. New Orleans right In the har- | the belligerents.

bor of Chefoo, whers it had bean Im- The conference did not  prescribe
pelled by wind and tide far from I8 | how this waa to be accomplished: and
original place of planting. A Russian | || 15 o matter of fairly general knowd-

l
; i

of their whereabouts surviving, und |

|edge among thosa famillar with the
{art that the various maritimes Poweras
hnve since 1007 sought to meet the
obligation by means of different ex-

statistiony pediertr

One of the ImpliET™Perequisites to
Insure Immunity to Innocent shipping
wis that all anchored contact mines
| should be thoroughly well secured to
| their anchors In the Arst place, and

| then if they broke loose that they
would Immediately become harmiess,
either by sinking or by having thelr

| detorating  moechanism
| rendered Inoperative
rents and heavy storms repeatedly
wrecked the mine flelds despite the
precautions adopted to hold thsa ma-
chines In place; and after nearly every
| gnle the logaes among shipping, due
|te wandering mines were noticeably
lurger.,

OMclal Agures lssued by the Dutch
|and the Danlsh authorities are In-
| formatige. At tha close of the first
two years of the war more than K00
mines had been beached upon the
tiorth coast of Jutland; and by March
1, 1918, #18 mines had been washed
up on the shores of Holland, Of theas
484 wern Indisputably Britiah, Afty-
eight were French, and 176 of them
sere  certainly of CGerman origin
There was no distingulshing mark on
2011 hut ineamuch as the French and
Hritish uniformly marked thelrs, the

nutomatically
Rut strong cur-

llw\.tl.ur'nl mumpl[uq‘ was that the Ger-

could be located nt the close of hos. Planted Many Thousnnds,
BLOWN tilitles, and assurance was given that And now we coma to shipping's
UP BY this would be done \'\.lth the !v:"ﬂ' T‘“':‘ | greatest source of durger from ui-
mAns wera responsible 10 the so ! A sible delny by r:u-h l.--\z-rnmr:nl, "“]"':-n.urllm mines The Hritiah estabe
called unknown. [elally within the areas of thelr 0WD | yehed o mine barrage on the North
Just how these unsecursd mines in- | MINE . |mined waters. As the "'m‘“‘l_ﬂ “"":‘ Bea side of the Stralt of Daover avel
creased In number as time passed on the mine fields were not only multl-{ pianead o pretty extensiva mine fekd
has been disclosed by later fAgures |P“M‘ but the extent of '“'_"_"‘ of them |, the German, the Holland and the
| from Holland. From 1914 to Septem- |was increased tremendously ; | Danish consts in the enrlier period of
ber, 1918, the Dutch pleked up aiong  the purposs of the fabricator and | Further, the Germans especiadly, | the war, but in 1917 this restrictive
the short seacoast of the Netherlands Actual perfo®iance of the :!Fh)lwllrl¢|”"'““‘h the agencies of mins planting | barriar was very much amplified until
!nn fewer than 5,060 contact mines, | Apparatus tucked away in the vitals submarines and surface mige planters |, rpa.}.n.f farther westward and et-
and four-fifthe of thesse rouming ©f the weapon, It is not the oblect of Opernting under neutral Rags sowed |y nd0d northwatd 1o the Skager Rack.
menaces wors {dentified as bLeing of | this article to detall the various ways many thousands of thess dlre WeapONs g iibin the timits mentioned. the Hrit
British origin, in which the several maritime Powers | Indlscriminately in  the  paths  of 0o Siied thousands and thoge
The belligerents were not the only | have sought to render harmlees thelr|enemy shipping and persistently at the oo 40 of anchored mines hoping thos
European nations that employed | anchored automatic contact mines | mouths of rivers or other approaches . pen in the German forcos apd pak-
mines. The Dutch., the Dunes, the | after they break away from their!to the harbors of their foes. To offset e 10 embares M movements
Norweglans and  the Swedes all moorings ‘The point I that mech- [this menace the British Government of U-houta. Finnlly eame the great
planted defensive mine flelds, and | Anisms have falled ‘to function os created n speclal mine sweeping flo- gy, 0ee whileh was eatablished from
upon numerous oocaslons  these  deslgned—sometimes becauss of some tilla. manned for the greater part by close tn the Norweginn coast west
weapons got adrift and added to the trifling defect In manufacture, aguln Britain's sgurdy Hshermen. For this ooy witiin a comparatively shopt
perils of shipping In the latter owing to phywical changes wrought | eervice they geew upon no fewer than Alstancs of the Orkney Islands, T+ wils
months of the war derelict mines were hy exposure to the clements or the 700 craft to do the work wround the o 0 Wi that our own peopls
reported almost dally by the Seandi- | action of the sen wAter after a more | British Isles nlone. Tach month, so it splendidly cooperated
navian papers, and every effort was or less protracted submergence is reported, the miine sgweopors have Avevrding  to Becrelary  Daniels
made to give warnings of their where. The Netherlands Government foynd (eombed fully 480,000 square miles of | o se o hns taken part tin and
abouls. Even so, vessels frequently | It necessary a few months after the | the seas, und to accomplish this they actunlly 1alil elghty per cent. of the
ran ifoul of them, The worst danger | outhreak of hostilitles to organize & have steamed s totinl of 1,132,000 miles grent mine barrage, 230 miles Inng,
lay in those mines. which had torn |special force for dealing with mlru-u! And what have these fearless sea-| o0 o g siind to Norway. A total of
awny from thelr moorings and were|that were coming ashore alons the (farers accomplished In thelr several <o iqs piines have beon lald, all of
swept nlong Just below the suiiace by | coast of Holland, and the work proved | vears of extra hazardous employment which were deslgned and manufne-

tidal currents, It has been estimated
by the Bwedes that quite 25 per cent
of their shipping loss was due to sub-

to have all of the thrills of actual|During 1016 they removed 21,000 mines |, 4 1y the United States and trans-
wnrfare planted by The Germans nnd they 1088 ported and 1ald by the United States
The mines that gave the greatest|in that service Aifty-one of the AWeEDET | woove Tha totul personnel ¢ngaged

marine mines, trouble were those of British origin. | vesssls, not to mention the lives of in mining wetivity alone in upward of
It |s commonly helieved that the! It was. of course, ticklish and to a /many of the men aboard. In 1017 8500 men' The #ntire mine fiolll, ne-

mine when loose from its anchor is| degree dangerous to dlspose of either | 43,000 mines were garnered by thel ciee 1o the Secrntary's Hgures,

no  longer a  source of dunger. | the French or the German mines, yet  sweepears and alghty-nine of the Qotlllin! e have contuined quite 71,200

Theorstically sueh {s the case, but|thelr stroctuenl  getup  facilitated weps destroyed the wile  In 1918, up !

lherl; is a disheartening gap btlwnn]oprnps themn und extracung uwi']m October 1, 1400 mines were lm:'-i Conlinued on Kighth Mage. s
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