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E A Bolshevist’s

By GRANT M. OVERTON.
E tuke it we do no injustice to
John Reed when we call him a
Bolshevist. And we do no more than jus-
tice 1o his new book, Ten Days That Shook
the World, ~vhen we say that it is the most
interesting, “informative and important
book about present day Russia that has
yet appeared in this country. For it is;
and much of its interest and importance
comes from the fact that the volume iz a
Bolshevist's view of Bolshevism, or, at

Jenst of the coftp by which the Bolsheviki_

triumphed in Russia.

The ten days of his title were the last
ten of October, 1917, by the old Russian
ealendar, which lagged thirteen days be-
kind that of the Western World—for us
tuey were November 4-14, 1017, In that
time the Bolsheviki got control of Petro-
grad and secured the adhesion of soviets,
or loeal eouncils, here and there all over
Russin; they also gained the support of
the armies and the flect. At the beginning
of the ten days the Bolsheviki were a
group of propagandisis housed in the
Swmolny Institute; at the end of them they
were the political instrument in which the

lussian people Lad lodged their sover-
eignty, in so far as that sovereignty had
any embociment al all. After sixteen
mouths the Holshevists still have “the
power,” as Russians would say.

John Reed ¢ a vivid reporter, always.
He is never neutral and be is never dull.
Some people suy be is never truthful; but
as nobody agrees what Truth is, this gen-
eral accpsation is without point. Un-
doubtedly bis book will stir up a hundred
coniradietions on specific facts; he might
be proved wrong on every one of them and
wet have drawn an essentially truthful pic-

" fure of the Bolshevist coup. As if to

forlify himseil agamst these inevitable at-
tacks, he has documented his book rather
heavily. There are appendices in fine
prini to all twelve ehapters. Careful noles
and explanations preface the straightawny
story. Facsimiles vary the photographs.
Reed gives in a general way his sources,
other than his own notebvok; they are
mastly newspaper files and official bulle-
tins. Mr, Liveright, the publisher, says on

the jackel that Tem Days That Shook the

World will be used as a sourre book by
historians, and so flanked and fortified is

. it that we think it will.

‘Still, it is not as a source book for his-

- torians that we are hiere concerned with if,
“but as a new book and a piece of news,

and news of the first consequence at that.
To avoid miseonceptions we had better

¢ say @t (be outset what the book is not. Tt
35 not an exposition of Bolshevism; it
¢ fells what the Bolshevisis—and others—

said and did and the reader wiil have to
form his own conelusions as to their mo-
tives and purposes. The book is nol an
argument, but a reporter’s narrative. It
is not unbiassed, but the author’s sym-
pathies are well leashed and in pluin sight
at all times. Political explanations are
econfined to the prefutory pages. The
spectator 15 always in Pelrograd and news
of what took place elsewhere is Tragmen-
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tary and at second hand. Oniy the tea
days, specifieally, are covered—tihey are
done in detail—and the background and
the aftermath areé reserved for a second
book, Kowilov to Brest-Litovsk, soon to
be published. All we have here is the im-
mediate erisis.

I1. -

The Bolsheviki eame, to “the power”
through the magic of three simple words
operaling on the imagination of the masses
of the Hussian people with their “vast and
simple Cesires.” The three words were:
“Peace! Bread! Land!” The wildest
things had been hoped for from the revo-
lution which deposed the Czar, and not one
of the things hoped for had been realized,
not even the perfectly reasonable expecta-
tions. The war wenl wearily on, but the
armies were as slarved and unequipped as
under the Czar; the price of food went
higher and higher and bread became
searcer and searcer; the land remained in
the hands of the few. Kerensky and the
changing suecession of men grouped with
him in the Government could not get from
Lussia's allies a elear statement of demo-
critic war aims; they joined themselves
with first one faction and then another in
the effort to keep “the power”; the land
was not made over to the peasants; r*l,in-
ing effective was done to check profiLeer-
ing; there was no reform at home; the
Constituent Assembly, which was to sef up
a permanent political struelure, was phsi-
poned, and postponed again, and post-
poned vet agmin; éverywhere there was in-
efficiency and muddle. Soon the conserva-
tives were talking of the need of n “shiong
mun” and of the preferability of German
administration {o self-rule thal meant dis-
onder

All this while, through the summer of
1017, disevmtent was growing everywhere;
in eity and country alike. At eleetion ufter
election throughout Russin the Bolshevists
gunined majorities in loeal councils (the
Who were the Bolshevists ¥

The Russian Social Democratie Tabor
party consisted originally of old fashioned
Marxian Socialists, At a party congress
in 1003 they split, on the question of tae-
ties, into two factions—the majority (bol-
shinstvo) and the minority (menshinstvol.
The Bolsheviki were the “members of the

Sovirs .,

majority.” Eunch faction berame a party
iteelf and each ealled itself the “Rgissian
Sowial Demoeratie Labor ;l:tﬂ_‘-’." Aflter
the revolittion of 1905, which fail ., the
Bolheviki became in the minornty, sod

they remained so until September, 19017,
The Dolshevik: call themselves
the Communist party, to emphasize. Reed
Liumr d‘nm;-i:-!l- seyeranee from the
other Socialist factions io Russia and the
main body of Socialisis in all other coun-
tries. What did they stand for at the tims

TNow
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they took “the power,” and what, essen-
tially, do they stand for to-day—in
Hungary, for instance! For “immediate
proletarian (or working class) insurree-
tion, and seizure of the reins of the Gov-
trnment, in order (o hasten the coming of
Socialism by forcibly taking over industry,
land, natural resources and financial in-
stitutions” In Russia this programme ex-
pressed the desire chicfly of the factory
workers but also of a large section of the
poor peusants.

III.

The aim is a social and an economic
revolution; a political overturn is but a
means {o this general end. The foe is the
capitalist system. The ery of the Bolshe-
vists was, “All power to the soviets!”

Political organization is of the loosest. .

Toeal councils everywhere are the seat of

View of Bolshevism

all rule. Through delegutes they deal with
the larger councils and eentral committees.
The prcperty owning classes are to be
rigidly excluded from any share in Gov-
erument. Private property in land is af
an end. The factories are to be run by the
workers, through commitices, and are so
run. The trade unions have o central ex-
ecutive commitiee in Petrograd.

Obvionsly, such a Government ean eon=
tinue only so leng as it is supported, or
submitted to, by the mass of the peopla
It must, for some time at least, be largely
managed and directed by a handful of men
and women who ean give the people what
they want—or let them take it. The irre-
sistible conclusion that must be drawn
from Reed's narrative is that a majority
of the Russian people are so far sulis-
fied with what Lenine and Trotzky and
the others are doing nnd propose doing.
Or, if there is dissalisfaction, it is neithee
widespread enongh nor definite enough to
assert itself with uny effect. The concep-
tion of the Bolshevisis as a small group
holding Russia with a mailed fist will nob
stand examination. 1f Lenine and Trotzky
are dictators they are not more g0 than—
say—Carranza. Equally the iden that the
Polshevists were pro-German and that
their leaders were German apgents musg
give way to fact. And the fact is pretly
plain, from what Reed snys and from the
face of things, that the Dolshevist leaders
are coneerned almost wholly with the sone-
tess and propagation of their social and
economic ideas. If they ean epread them
in Germany, well and good, 17 the seizure
of political pdwer in Hungary will ecnable
them to carry out their social and eeo-
nomi¢ progrumme there, then seize the
polifigal power. Give the land to the
people, the Taclories to the workers; and
keep the property owning class ont of
“the power.” That is the short and sim-
ple nim.

IV.

It will be protested that all this s nok
an acconnt of John Reed's book, and i
isn’t. But it would be uscless to try to
summarize his record of events, and even
impossible. Iis is a story that can hardiy
be condensed; if it were, the reader would
find the condensation perfectly meaning-
less. There is but one way to get Reed's
story and that is to take his book, first
reading carefully, even memorizing, the
opening Notes and Explanations, a difficult
dozen pages made as lucid as the matler
can be. After that it's simply a case of
reading straight ahead, as yvou would a
news story in the daily paper.

TEN DAYS THAT SHOOK THE WORLD.
By Joux Rexo, liuu: & Liveright, $2

$1.75 Net at
Any Bookstore

Kings-at-Arms

By Marjorie Bowen, Author of “The Third Estate,” Etc.

The dramatic personality of Peter the Great fills this strong red-blooded
story. One feels the splendor of his great desires, the heat of his helpless
rage when trained armies conquer his horde of savages; the depth of patience
that beat and welded into shape the army that drove Karl XTI at last into
exile. The tremendous power of the man who gave Russia to the world thrills
the reader at every turn of the absorbing tale.
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